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THI Beg 


SUFFERINGS 


LORD JESUS CHRIEY 


IN HIS PASSION, 


XXIII. SUFFERING of CHRIST, 
The ſnares laid againſt him, for putting him to death, 


H E ſorrow which thoſe continual contradictions occaſioned 
| our Saviour, was alſo much augmented by the intrigues 
0: the people, the prieſts, the chief doors and Phari iſees, who 
enceayoured to ſurpriſe him in his words, that they might have 
ome pretence for perſecuting him. This was not one of the leaſt 
0 our Saviour's ſufferings: many circumſtances: rendered it very 
ſenſible to him, and the prophet ſpeaks only with bitterneſs of the 
nares they continually laid againſt Chriſt, for deſtroying him; 


e fits in weit with the rich, fays he, in ſecret places, to kill the + 


mY it, ce mouth is Jail of cur; g's and bitterneſs, and guile: 

der bis tengue, labour and ſorrotu (Pſ. ix. 28, 29.) They prepared 

are Ta my feet; and bowed down my ſcul. They digged à pit 

x face, (Pf. vi. 7, 8.) From unjuſt men deliver me: who 

ed to ſupplant my ſteps : the proud have bid a ſnare for me: 

3 have f etched out ropes for a ſnare; they have laid a ſtumbling block 

ne near the way (Pf. cxxxix. 5, 6, 7.) The ferrows of hell have 

mmpaſſed me: the ſuares of death have prevented me (Pf. xvii. 6.) 

aa the prophet ſpeaks thus, becauſe all their deligns tended only 
- de os Chriſt of lite, 
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-- | XXIII. S Gering of Chriſt. 


They followed him whitherſoever he went, that they might 
loſe no occaſion of tawarting him. When they ſaw the people 
aſſembled about him, they came athwart him, as St. Luke obſerves, 
(ix. 53, 54.) and put a thouſand q: _ ions to him with great 
importunity: laying ſnares for him ; and ſeeking to catch fomet! 1 
from his words, that the ey might accuſe bin. The Saducees and 
Phariſees appeared fometimes themſelves, and ſometimes they ſent 
their diſciples. Sometimes they dealt with diflimulation, as when 
they aſked him, whether they might diſpenſe themſelves with 
paying tribute to Czſer ; and ſometimes with clamour, as wh 


they brought before him the woman taken in adultery. 


II. There is reaſon for admiring here their obſtinate malice: 
for ſceing all their wiles became unproſitable, that they were often 
convinced, by their own extorted anſwers, to far as not to have 
one word to tay, and that thereby they drew upon themſclves the 
contempt of the people, they were not diſcouraged ; and luſing al 
ſhame, they openly perigeuted our Saviour, cven unto death, but 
could never confound him. He gave thanks for it to God his 
father, expoſing the injuſtice of his enemies: Thou hoſt Pretec 
me? from the aſjembly of the malignant: from the multitude of them by: 

Work iniquity. Becauſe they hade he -pened their tongues as a ſword 
they have bent the bow, a bitter thi; ng, that they mas 2 of in ſecre! d 
the immaculate—T hey have ſourht iniquities, aud have failed ſearching 

with ſcrutiny: Children's arrows are made their wounds, and ther 
tongue are wweakened againſt them (PI, Ixiii. 2, Sc.) And in another 
place, he ſays; becauſe they have bid tne deſiruetion of their juz 
for me without cauſe; in Tein have they upbraided my ſoul. tn i 
fuare which they bid, is their feot laden. (Pſ. xxxiv. 7. ix. 16.) 


III. This clearly ſhews, that virtue ſtands in no need of ail : 
thing but itſelf, for defending itſelf againſt malice; it is ftrung | 
enough when it appears in its true "light; he therefore wall. , 


perſecutes it, has no other aim but to disfigure it, by giving it tie , 
colour of vice. Behold the tendency of intrigues, Cunning and 
injuſtice, which are almoſt the only mcans of Imuring virtue; bit 


which become unprofitable, v hen it ſupports itſelf in its proper | 
colours, R 
t 


This 1s a truth which the heathen philoſophers have acknowlecg "eds 
when they {aid, that the fortreſs of virtue cannot be carried ith: 


by force or ſurpriſe; that, as the ſun obſcures ſmall "g vary ( 
virtue ſurmounts pain and injuſtice; and that adverſity has I | 
power over virtue, than tempeſts have over the ſea. Tempe ( 


may indeed put the ſca into commotion; but very far trot 


deſtroying it, they only purity it, and the fea returns to its priſti 
calmne! 


XXIII. Sujering of Chriſt. 3 


calmneſs: thus patience, in the end, appeaſes anger; truth diſmpates 
lies; humility confounds pride; and the Lord, according to the 
expreſſion of the royal prophet, will not leave the rod of ſinners upon 
the lot of the juſt, tbal the juſt may net reach their hands to iniquity. 


(Pl. cxxiv. 3.) 


IV. We have alſo reaped this advantage from the malice of the 
7:5, as it gave Chriſt an occaſion of revealing many divine ſecrets 
0 us, Which enlightened our faith, kindled in vs the love of God, 
and are the moſt Tolid conlolation of his ſervants. 


When they accuſed him of not obſerving the Sabbath-day, 
becauſe he healed the ſick on that day, he taught us, that man 
was not made for the Sabbath, but the Sabbath was inſtituted for 

man, that man might ſpend it in the ſervice of God with greater 
care; and thus he undeccived us, in tlie vain ſuperſtition of the 
Jena, on that account. 


When they tempted him, in aſking him for ſome heavenly 
prodigy, he taught us this terrible truth, that the incredulous, 
hd profit neither by the graces they receive, nor the ſigns they 
ſee, ſhould have no other ſign given them, but the ſign of the 
hs Jonas (Lie xi. 29.) who, after being three days in the 
whale's belly, converted the city of Ninzve, by his preaching: 
wnereby our Saviour denoted his glorious. reſurrection, and the 
progrets of his goſpel. He adds, that tbe queen of the South 
came from the 1emote parts of the earth, to hear the wiſdom of 
Solomon; that he was more than 7as and 692m; and that they 
believed not in him, (Malt. xii. 42.) 


When they aſked him, whether a married man could put away 
15 wife, he ſhewed wherein the law of marriage conſilted, which 
had been altered by the interprecation of the Feros; and taught 

tem what they had gever heard, that chaſte perſons ſhould be like 
le angels of God, 


Being aſked, by what power he wrought miracles, he declared 
an divinity, by ſaying, the Meſſias was more than a man, fince he 

o the Lord of David; though he deſcended {rom him according 
to the fleſh. 


Being urged concerning the tribute, which the Jews paid to 
Ceſar, he taught us this excellent maxim, that the means of 
preſerving interior peace, was, to render to God what belongs to 
Cod, and to the world what belongs to the world, 


B 2 When 


4 XXIII. Suffering of Chrift. 


When they reproached him, becauſe his diiciples faſted not, 
and waſhed not their hands before meals, he anfwered to the fr 
reproach, that it was not cuſtomary to faſt in preſence of the bride. 
groom; becauſe the converſation his dilciples had with him, mi: ght 
ſupply the want of fa ting, that is, of great auſterities: and to the 
ſecond, he anſwered, that one ought to be much more anxious 
about the purity of the heart, than cleanneſs of body, 


Being accuſed of eating with ſinners, he brought the example 
of the prodigal ſon received by his father; of the ſtrayed ſheep 
brought back to the fold by the good thepherd; and of the loſt 
piece of money, fought for ſo carefully; adding, that mercy was 
more agreeable to God than ſacrifice. 


When they brought before him the adulterous woman, to ſee 
whether he would condemn her to be ſtoned, according to the law 
of Meſes, or pardon her, contrary to the expreſs profubiton of 
the law; he gave us this admirable inſtruction, that to judge vel 
of our ne iohbour, we mult know ourſelves; and that he who finds 
himſelf guilty, ought not to condemn others but with extreme 
Caution, He was pleaſed to ſhew us afterwards, with what facility 
he pardoned ſinners, by ſaying ro that poor woman, theſe mot} 
comfortable words: neitber will I condemn thee; go, and now fin u 


more. (John viii. 11.) 


What ſhall I ſay of what he anſwered thoſe who aſked him, 
which was the greateſt commandment of the law? Thou fhait lot 
the Lerd thy Gd with thy while heart, with thy whole ſoul, ans 
with thy cobcle mind. This is the greateſt, and the fi ft commandment. 


And the ſecond is like 10 this: Thou halt love thy N12! ohbbour as thyſc; / 


(Matt. xxn. 37.) They allo propoled to him other artful queſtions, 
concerning the reſurrection of the dead, rhiracles, and his own 
perſon, which he ſatisfied in the ſame manner, for the inſtruCtion 
of his church; thus making the malice of his enemies {erviceadlc 
to our ſalvation, 


Thus it is, that the ſervants of God, when they are perſecuted, 
ſatisfied with the teſtimony of their own Conſcience, ought t9 
I1bour with fear and love, not in ſeeking for the means of ref iſting 
8 wicked, but in reconciling them to ) God; perſevering in the 

ractice of virtue, profiting by the occaſions of teſtifying thei 
kdelity to God; remaining ever faithful imitators of Chriſt, enemies 
to his enemies; depoſitaries of his truth; defenders of his crols; 
and yictorious over the malice of the world, 


CONTEM- 


Contemplation on XXIII. Suffering. 5 


CONTEMPLATION 
On Chriſt, concerning the ſuares laid againſt him by his enemies. 


SWEET Jeſus, love of my Soul! how can we reſiſt the 

ſweetneſs of thy ſpirit? Thou loveſt, O amiable Saviour! 
ad art not loved. Thou ſhineſt, O divine light, and art not 
known. Thou receiveſt all, O ſource of heavenly bleſſings! and 
we come not to thee. Thou ſeekeſt us, O life of my ſoul! Thou 
aſkeſt,' as a favour, that we would give thee our hearts, and we 
reject thee, and fly from thee. How comes this, O divine Jeſus? 
is there auy thing hateful to be found in thee ? or rather, what can 
be found without thee, and out of thee, winch deſerves to be 
loved? but, O my God! let not our ingratitude provoke thee. 


Remember that thou haſt ſaid, that there are 7welve hours of ths 
4% (John xi. 9.) thou maveſt give me one of them for knowing 
and loving thee. Begin by this, although it comes very late, and 


perhaps may be the lair of ray life. Since I have been ſo unhappy 


a to ſpend the others without loving thee, may I begin at leaſt 
now like thoſe, who after ſpending the whole day without doin 
any thing, came in the evening to labour in thy vineyard, — 
ſatisfied thee notwithſtanding; becauſe none but thoſe that refuſe 
to come, are dilpleating to thee. Forget therefore what is paſt, O 
my God | receive me this moment into the number of thy ſervants, 
Let my hears love thee, my ſpirit adore thee, and my whole interior 
embrace thee, 


II. When ſhall I be able to fay with truth, as thy apoſtle did 
Who ſhall ſeparate me from the Iove of God? (Rom. vin. 35.) But 
if I love thee truly, why ſhall I not be able to ſay it with truth? 
No, Lord! the fear of death ſhall not ſeparate me from thee, ſince 
thou art my life; nor the love of this life; for I am quite ready to 
loſe it for thee ; nor the powers of heaven, becauſe thou art more 
powertul than they; nor things preſent, becauſe they pals away s 
dor things to come, becauſe J love nothing in them but thee alone g 
nor tribulation, becauſe thou comforteſt me; nor anguiſh, becauſe 
thau dilateſt my heart: nor hunger, becauſe thou filleſt me; nor 
poverty, becauſe thou enricheſt me; nor dangers, becauſe thou 
ſecureſt me; nor pertecution, becauſe thou protecteſt me; nor 
lword or torments, becauſe they are ſweet to me, on account of thy 
bre; nor ſlavery, becauſe I ſhall find true freedom in thee ; nor 
reedom itſelf, becauſe I deſire to be a flave to thy love; nor 
creatures, becauſe they are nothing before thee; nor the viciſſitudes 
ot this world; nor the wiles of my enemies; nor my own miſeries; 


becauſe thou changeſt all theſe evils into ſo many bleſſings = =y 


= 


6 Contenip/ation an XXIII. Sy ering. 


III. If thou art for me, O my God! who ſhall be againſt me? 
If thou haſt given ithviclt to me with that unbounded charity, why 
wilt thou not give me all we with thee ! By _— thee, I am 
ſtrong, patient, and merk ; | believe al 0 ungs. hope for all things, 
am all things, expect all bleſnngs, , and avoid all evils. For by loving 
thee, | Pot. thee; and by poſſeſting thec, I am in want of nothing. 
By loving thee, 1 am a man, I am an ang 1, am happ 7 I am dead 
to fin, and I hve only for thee. Without thy love, what good can 
I have? and what evi have 1 not ! 1 have but one th ing to regret, 
O my Savicur | it is for Ravine lived o long without loving thee 
But after all, this is the forrow of a living man: for when | fed 
not, I am as one that is dead. Grant, O divine Jelus! that! 
may be comrite with loro, for not having loved thee, in order to 
be inflamed with love when I begin to love thee. Enlighten my 
eyes, that I may (ce thi me Ene IS, 200 jn, G, and char! ty; ad that; 
bein: 2 charmed with thy infinite beauty v, I am become inſenſible to 
every thing elſe. This is weh it thou CX. teit'of me; therefore thou 
beareſt with me, and waiteit for me. May chat happy moment 
come then, O Lord! wherein 1 ihall begin to love thee for ever! 


IV. How much is he to be lamented who loves not thee, O my 

Saviour! He lives only for his own Ty and ruin. He is fooliſh, 
becuuſe he 18 governed by himſcif, and not by thee. He is more 
tian ſick, becauſe he hopes he can be hated without thee ; and 
nore than dead, becaule he imag rincs he can live without thee. 
What do I lay, O my God! Who can exprets the unhappy ſtate he 
is in? What worſe can happen to him than to reſiſt thee, and to 
ſeck for ſomet hing to be blamed in thee ? 


How deplorable i is the 5. fery of the human heart, when it i 
deprived of thy love! It en lexvours to oblcure thee, O eternal 
lieht ! to accuſe thee, O divine purity! and to. deceive thee, O 
infinite wildom! It would oblige thee to retract, O immutabbe 
truth! and would ſurpriſe thee in thy word-, O increated word: 
Why ſhall 1 ſeek to penetrate. further imo thy amorous heart, 
O my Jeſus! is it not ſufficient for me to believe, that thou 
knoweſt. the blindneſs of the Fews, and heareſt with it; that thou 
remaineſt in ſilence, and permitteſt every one to treat thee as he 
Pleaics 7 


— 


» 


Thou ſeeſt all the thoughts of thoſe ungrateful people, their 
hatred to thv perſon, their atiempts avant thy virtue, heir artifices 
againſt thy innocence, and their delt ans againtt thy witdom. Thou 
ſceſt who they are, againſt whom they rebel, wnat makes them do 
o, and what end they propoſe to themſelves; thou beholdeſt them, 
and art ſuent; and ſuffereſt all, O divine patience ! O goodnets 

7 only 


Contemplation on XXIII. Sufferme. 7 


only worthy of being loved! for what is wanting thee, O divine 

cſus! to make thy elf be loved by every one? thou art a conſtant, 
faithful, meek, patient, 2enerous, and compaſſionate friend, induſ- 
trious in converting all things into good, and full of infinite other 


perfections Which L know not. 


v. I adore thee, O divine heart, ocean of all bleſſings, continual 
ſource of mercies, furnace of love and treature of ſovereign hap- 
pinels ! In peace elf I will ſieep and ret; becauſe thou, O Lord! 
baſt ſingularly fettled me in hope (Pf. iv. 9, 10.) O that thoſe 
— people had never laid ſnares againſt thee, but for drawing 

& to them! What pleaſure wouldit thou have taken in diſcovering 
thy y divine ſecrets to them, had my only examined thy words to 
penetrate into the depth of them! How willingly wouldſt thou 
have allowed thyſelt to have been Jeprivea of all, had they ſought 
oniy thy bleffings! It is thy cuſtom, - O Lord! to do ſo; and it 
world leem that thou lovedtt to be deceived. For I call thee, and 
thou comeſt; though thou knoweſt I ſhall ſoon forlake thee. I beg 
thy pardon, thou granteſt me it, and accepteſt my reſolution of 
ſaning no more; though thou knoweſt I ſhall ſin again. Thou 
conteatelt to the covenant I make with thee, though thou ſeeſt I 
an ſym to break it, and thus thou reheſt on me; becauſe thou 
con ianally expecteſt the hour when J ſhall at laſt give myſelf to thee, 
never to forſake thee more. 


VI. But who has uſed e ſtratagems, O divine Jeſus ! men 
for ſutpriſing thee, or thou for gaining them? How miſerable am 
[! 1s it poilibie for me to En lo weak a creature, and that thou 
ſhould't uſe 10 many endeavours tor ſubjecting me to thee ? The 
Jews m nerable and terreſtrial as they are, preſume to attack thy 
divine virtue, agauurt which os nes prevail: and thou, O Lord! 
being what thou arr, why d doft thou not ſubdue me at Once, me 
a am but duſt and aſhes ? How can I eſcape the nets of thy 

narity, winch I find ipread on every fide for catching me? There 
are lo many of them in tribulation, in temptation, in thy inſtruc- 
tions, in the menaces of thy juſtice, in the gifts of thy mercy, 
upon earth, in heaven, and in hell; and I avoid them all. But, 
aus! what ſhall 1 avoid, ftoohth that I am? Whence comes it that 
my miſeries {top and hinder me from falling into thoſe amiable 
arcs? 


e my bonds, O Lord! that I may fall into thine, and then 
Wl ſacrifice to thee a hot of preiſe, and I will invoke thy holy name 


(era xv. 8.) But how can they be broken, O thou ſalvation 


of my ſoul! It is true thou layeſt ſnares for me every where; but thou 
wouldit have me fall into them voluntarily; becauſe thou wilt not 
have 
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have conſtrained love; and when it is conſtrained, it is not love 
Break thou thyſelf therefore, O my God ! the chains which keep 
me bound to the fleſh and the world; and 7 will voluntarily Sacrifice 
to thee, and love thee with all my freedom, (Pſal. liii. 8.) Par 
though 1 freely love the things which ſeparate me from thee, the 
habit of loving them forms in me ſo ſtrong a chain, that even when 
I ſee good and approve it, I depart not from evil. I deſire thee, 
O Lord! but I do not deſire thee perfectly; becaule I deſire ſome- 
thing with thee, which I detire not for thee. Nothing but thy 
grace can break this chain, deliver me trom myſelf, and transform 
me into thee. Accompliſh thy work, and grant that I may become 
for ever the ſlave of thy divine love. 


A THANKSGIVING o CHRIST 


For the truths he taught us cohilſt his enemies were laying ſnares 
againſt bim. 


Return thee a thouſand thanks, O ſource of all bleflings ! not 
1 only becauſe thou oſfereſt me all thoſe thou poſſeſſeſt, but alſo 
becauſe thou drawelt good out of evil itſelf for my ſalvation. Mayeſt 
thou be bleſſed eternally for that infinite love; which, inſtead of 
puniſhing thy enemies for all the ſnares they had laid for thee, be- 
came for me a ſource of .heavenly conſolations, falutary inſtructions, 
and divine truths; for enlightening me, and drawing me to thee, 
Grant, O Lord! that I may comprehend them, and adore them: 
imprint them in my heart, that it may love thee with all its ſtrength, 
O my only and ſovereign good. 


IT. I adore thee, O peaccable king! who wouldit neither govern 
me by the wiſdom of Solomon, nor territy me by the threatenings 
of Jonas, nor dazzle me by the tplendor of any worldly grandeur; 
but hait drawn me by a moſt divine witdom, by infinite riches, by 
an eternal kingdom, and by the charms of thy love. Thou art 
more than Sclomon, becauſe no earthly affection can make thee 
change, andthe interior peace thou giveſt, is full of a moſt heavenly 
conſolation. Thou art more than Solomon, becauſe thy treaſures 
are inexhauſtible, and thy glory immortal. Thou art truly more 
than Jonas; the vanquiſher of death; ſince it was only by thee that 
he appeated the ſtorm, converted ſinners, and received the pem- 
tents, Permit not thoſe graces, O Lord! to be inſtruments of 


wy 
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my condemnation ; grant I may love them, be faithful to them in 
iis lite, and receive the recompence of them in the other. 


111, I adore thee, O moſt pure Lamb! ſpouſe of chaſte fouls, 
wean my heart from earthly affections, that I may love that angelio 
purity 3 and becauſe I cannot arrive, but by the gitt of thy grace, 
ac a happineſs to which thou haſt {aid all do not attain, do thou thy- 
{if oppoſe my enemies, Kindle in me the fire of thy charity, draw 
my heavy and earthly heart by thoſe ſpiritual chains, purify ic from 
every low and mean deſire, and make it worthy of thee. 


IV. I adore thee, O prince of peace! guide and faviour of 
ſaners! becauſe thou haſt vouchſafed to be their paſtor. Infinite 
tanks be given to thee, for having opened to publicans and ſinners 
the entrance of thy kingdom; 1 am of that number, O Lord! 
ve ine not behind, but bring me to thee, and ſeparate me from 
myclt, May J love thee, embrace thee, and acknowledge thee 
or my ſovereign Lord, and only happineſs. 


V. I adore thee with all my heart, O father of the world to 
come! but with a ſincere faith, and not with the artifice and diſſi- 
mulation of the Phariſees. I acknowledge thee fer the maſter of 
pure truth, for the divine light which conducts us to God, and for 
the faithful ſpouſe of our ſouls, who without reſpect of perſons, 
openeſt thy heart to all thoſe that are willing to enter into it. 
Teach me to give to the world, to Cz/ar, and to my neighbour, 
what thy law preſcribes; and to thee, O my happinels ! this foul 
upon which thou haſt engraven thy image : as 1t was made only tor 
thee, it ought to be wholly thine. Deliver me from the unjuſt 
tributes which I would willingly have paid to thy enemies; that I 
may no longer depend on any but thee, O my God! who art my 
lawiul Lord. 

VI. I adore thee, O true ſpouſe of my foul! do not ſuffer it 
erer to abandon itſelf to other loves. Thou art my whole happineſs 
and glory; I ought to love nothing but thee. And I deſire only 
thee, Give me that wedding robe, wherewith thou requireſt thoſe 
to be cloathed that come to the nuptials of the lamb. Hide not 
thy face from me. Let my ears continually hear thy call; that I 
* never hear the ſerpent's voice, that ſeeks to corrupt my 
elity, 


VII. I adore thee! O divine wiſdom ! who haſt taught me that 
good and evil comes from the heart. Thy moſt pure eyes are never 
deceived by appearances, they penetrate the bottom and truth of 
tungs: Create a clean heart in me, O God! and renew a right ſpirit 
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in my bewwels, (Pf. I. 12.) This is as eaſy to thee as it is diſpeut 
to me; thy goodneſs is greater than my obs GUIACY, and thy heli 
ſtronger than my blindneſs. S hine, O divine ſun! in the dark cel 
ot my heart, and make that fountain of living water (pring up 


therein, which aicends unto thee. 


VIII. I acore thee, O merc . ather! always ready to receire 
thy fugitive and prodigal children. I am not w orthy to look up t9 
bon, nor de be received into hs number of thy children; alloy 
me on to be the loveſt of thy domeſtic S, al 1] ſhall be COntent. 


IX. I adore thee, O ſhepherd of ſtrayed ſheep ! which thou 
ſeekeſt in iheir Bight with fo nuch trouble, I am gone further 
aſtray than others, give joy to heaven, by bringing me back again, 
and ſaving me, O faithful c. „ mpamon ot ſinne rs! enter into this 
poor co = We, that ſalvation a: Peace nay ener into it with thee; 
ſhew it thy mercy, ſince thou loveſt mercy better than ſacrifice, 


X. I adore thee, O certain refuge of the miſerable! As tho 
ſoftened, by the ſweetneſs of thy words, thoſt that came to **. 
hend thee, and madeſt them confeſs, that never man fpoke like they, 
(John vi. 46.) fo change the bad ditpoſitions of my heart, that! 
may know the truth ; and face thou didſt not condemn the adul 
terous woman when {the was brought before thee; receive me alſo, 
O Lord! for I know that with thee there is nothing to be found but 
pardon, comfort, ſalvation, grace, and love. 


XI. Let thy enemies lay for me what ſnares they pleaſe; let them 
employ whatever the blackeſt malice can invent for hurting me; 
Jam ſure it will be only my own fault if thou doſt not turn it to 
rhe profit of my ſoul. W hat bave I then to fear, O my God 
and my itrength ! even when I am aſſaulted with temptations, when 
I feet the refiſtanc e of corrupt nature, and when 1 abhor the re 
nouncing all things, for following thee with more freedom? Shall 
I find any one th: at can and will convert all things for me into good, 
as thou Got, O divine Jeſus! No evil was done thee but what de⸗ 
came for me a fource of blcftings; thou tweeteneit what was molt 
bitter therein; thou makett water iſſue out of the rocks; thou 
calmeſt the moit enraged fea; and draweſt lite from the very boſom 
of death. I cannot th herefore f tear any thing but from myſelf. Dilate 
this heart, O eternal charity! that 1 may caſt myſelf, with coa- 
fidence, love, and reſignation, into that ocean of mercy, which 
Opens its botom tor me; that 1 May abide in the paternal arms of 
that loving providence which governs me; and that I may repok 
therein, poltels thee therein, and be for ever poſſeſſed of thee 
therein. ; 

O mo! 
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O moſt pure mother, diſpenſatrix of heavenly treaſures; you 


whoſe conlolation and life was the Lord, and who aſcended by him 
1 that degree of perfection and glory, which you now poſſeſs ; 
(ray me to you, fortify me in his love, ſince he is my hope and 
happinels Bleſſed ſpirits ! inebriated with the delights of God's 
houle, procure me ſome drops of thoſe celeitial waters, to fprinkle 
the dry and barren ground of my heart ; that having once tafted of 
thoſe rivers of pleat Wes In wy continually teh after the fountain, 'till 


[ poſſes it at lait with you, for all eternity. Amen, 


XXIV. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 
The ingratitude of the Jews. 


MIYTERE is ſo great a connexion betwixt ſins, that every 
l vice leems to be the origin of all others. Hence it is that 
the ſaints tay ſometimes, that pride is the root of all evil, ſome- 
times that it is diſobedience; chere are ſome that affirm it is the 
regular love of ourſelves; others that it is envy; and tome that it 
v inen T le. St. Bernard calls this laſt vice, the enen ny of the foul, 
the deſtru tion of merits, the diſſipation of virtues, and the 4% of all 
eraces be a | av ning wind which dries up the fountain of piety, the dew 
& mercy, and the channel of divine communications. Thus it is, he 
2utes all evils to ingratitude. But though the Jews had many 
others, one of which alone was capable of ruining them, it is cer- 
- that ingratitude was one of the moſt dangerous; fince it was 
artified by all others, and fince it rendered them at the fame time 
more odious and incurable. However it be, we may affirm that it 
gue our Lord, for many years, ſuch pains as required an invincible 


PRLICNCE, 


IT. It is eaſy to comprehend at firſt view, how troubleſome 1t 15 
to meet with nothing but bad treatment, from thoſe we have heaped 
* upon. The prieſts and chiefs of the people, were not only 

e moſt ung rate ful, but leſt it ſhould be thought that they were 
al ed to him, they defamed him every where, and their hatred 

-aſed in proportion to his favours. Others that followed him in 
view of ſome temporal advantage, withdrew when he ſpoke not to 
them accordin g to their deſires; as thoſe did whom he had miracu- 
ot fly faq with five loaves and two fiſhes. For having deſigned to 

mage him king, in hopes of living pleaſantly under his reign, they 


* aband; oned him, whenever they heard him ſpeak of that heav enly 
bread, 
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bread, which he was to give to the world. Some after having been 
healed, not only did nat thank him for it, as the nine lepers; by 
many even of thole who had followed him, became his perle. 
cutors. 


In fine, thoſe miſerable people whom he had prevented with hi 
favours, after having received him with great rejoicings and acck. 
mations, and having acknowledged him as ſent from God; after 
having wiſhed to touch only the hem of his garment for their cure, 
and having met together in a crowd about him, from all parts adja. 
cent, they joined his enemies, preferred to him a murderer, required 
that he ſhould be crucitied, and led him themſelves to the place of 
execution. 


But what can never be ſufficiently admired, is that our Saviour 
knowing their intentions, and forefeeing their ingratitude, ceacd 
not to inſtruct them in his divine truths, and to beltow on them 2 
the and bletüngs, fo far as to give Judas himſelf, that betrayed 
him, te marks of his tenderneſs, and to reſtore to Malcbus, that 
was Cone to teize him, the car which St. Peter had cut off. 


III. Human laws declare that ingratitude is a lawful cauſe to 
parents for diſinheriting their children, and to maſters for refuſing a 
reward to their ſervants. It deſtroys ancient friendſhip in ſuch a 
manner, that thoſe who are afterwards reconciled to one another, 
give no other reaſon for it, but that it is the nature of virtue 
to forget evil, and to do good even to thoſe who are moſt un- 
worthy thereof. For nothing can excuſe ingratitude, the more 
one endeavours to jultity it, the more infupportable it becomes; 
and the beſt excuſe is to acknowledge that we have none. But 
whatever may be done, human friendſhips are almoſt continually 
veakened thereby; and there is nothing but the divine love where- 
with Chriſt was filled, that can increaſe by ingratitude: for far 
from being extinguiſhed thereby, or changed into hatred, as it 
commonly happens amongit men, it became the more ardent in 
him. The ingratitude of the Sews, inſtead of ſhutting up the 
heart of Jeſus, made the treaſures of his wiſdom and mercy flow 
with greater abundance; and thote who afterwards acknowledged 
their fault, were received with as much goodneſs as if they had 
never been ungratetul. 


IV. Butwe who are born within the pale of the church, who are 
nouritlicd in the boſom of the faith and charity of Chriſt, who ſee 
the wonderful effects of his power, hear the divine truths, by which 
he has taught us the way to heaven, and can draw waters in joy os 
lle ſavicur's fruntains, (Lai. xii. 3.) are we leſs ungratciul or 
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the Jeg? We reject all thoſe graces, run after the deceitful image 
of earthly pleaſures, with as great earneſtneſs as if they were ſolid 
and eternal, and live in an entire forgetfulneſs of what we owe to 
God. We dare even preſent ourſelves before his majeſty in this 
fate, and ſtay in his houſe with as much tranquility, as if we were 
vithful to him. We go into his temple, as if he ſaw nothing but 

20d in us, and we exercite his patience no leſs, than the ungrateful 


ere did that crucified him. 


Divines teach that the ſin into which we relapſe is greater than 
the firſt ; becauſe there is an ingratitude in committing again a fault 
which had been pardoned us. What then muſt thoſe be into which 
we ſtill daily fall, after God has pardoned us them a thouland 


times ? 


If we add thereto the abuſe we make of temporal goods, which 
have been given us for meriting heaven, and which we ſo often 
make uſe of for deſerving hell; the contempt of ſpiritual goods; 
the negligence in ſerving God, 1n preſerving grace, in making good 
uſe of time, in correſponding with the divine inſpirations; whilſt 
ve are wholly employed in the cares of this world, and our paſſions 
and rude pleaſures have more power over us than the infinite 
majeſty, the greatneſs, truth, eternity, power, and glory of God, 
by whoſe goodneſs we live, and whoſe ſeverity we cannot avoid, 
our ingratitude will at laſt become to us an abyſs of woe and per- 
dition, There will no longer any hope remain for us, but in the 
infinite charity of Chriſt, who foreſeeing the hardneſs of our hearts, 
has vouchſafed to be crucified for ungrateful wretches; and is ſtill 
ready to forget our ingratitude, if we return to him ſincerely. 
But let us remember that this patience which bears with us fo long, 
may be turned into a juſt wrath; and that without it we ſhould 
have been already loſt. | | 


V. The mercy. which God ſhews in regard of us, is not only to 
us a matter of comfort, but allo an example given us by him, that 
we may do good to thoſe who are ungratetul towards us; and that 
the obligation we have to him, may have more power over us than 
our own reſentments. For this reaſon he commands us to love our 
enemies: for if you love them, ſays he, that love you, what thanks tis 
due to you ? for-even ſinners love thoſe that love them. And if you as 
geca to them that do goed to you, wat thanks is due to you ? for even 
fiumers do this But love your enemies: do good, and lend, not hoping 
fir any thing thereby ; and your reward ſhall be great, and you ſhall 
be the children of the moſt high : for he is kind to the ungrateful and to 
tne wicked, (Luke vi. 32, 33» 35.) 
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The very heathens have owned, that he who refuſes to oblige 3 
ungrateful perſon, does more injury to himſeif than to him, becab 
he loſes the merit of doing good, which 1s much more Precious 
than the benefit he refules. By doing good to a man, we do nay 
make him more wicked, perhaps we even make him better; but hy 
refuſing him a favour, we become always leſs good; and becaus 
another is ungrateful, we will not be generous; yet it is certzin 
that it is not the part of true virtue to neglect doing good, becauk 
others do evil. 


If we conſider the bleſſings we daily receive from God, notwith. 
ſtanding our ingratitude, we ſhall have no need of other motive; 
for obliging our neighbour, though he behave ill towards us: be. 
ſides, to act chriſtianly we muſt do good to men only for the love 
of God, withour expecting any acknowledgment from them. As 
they eaſily forget the good that is done them, we loſe it when we d 
it for them: which made the wite man ſay, ( iſd. xvi. 29.) tha 
the hope of the ungrateful ſhall melt as winter ice, and ſhall run off a 
unprofitable water ; becauſe when he is out of neceſſity, he forget: 
his benefactor, and attributes to himſelf the favours he has received 
from another, according to theſe words of Ecclgſiaſticus, (xxix. 21.) 
a ſinner counteth the goods of his ſurety to himſelf ; and unthankſul i 
mind will forſake him that delivered him. 


He torments himſelf, as a philoſopher ſays, by the benefits he 
receives: he hates the benefit, becauſe he has received it; and 
leſſens the value of it, becaule he ought to return it; but therein 
he injures only himſelf, and his unworthineſs ſtill heightens th 
merit of his benefactor. Malice always drinks up the greateſt par 
of its own poiſon ; but this poiſon is not like that of ſerpents: tor 
ſerpents carry theirs about them for hurting others, and are nt 
incommoded thereby; whereas the ungrateful man is puniſhed by 
his own ingratitude. 


Since the example of God and human reaſon induce us to oblige 
the ungrateful, it is ſufficient to add here, that there is ſcarce ai 
thing in this world more worthy of a holy emulation, than to retur: 
good for evil ; becauſe of the interior graces with which God alu 
fills thoſe who ſuffer evil by doing good; and who ceaſe not to © 
good, although the receivers refute to acknowledge it. Experienc: 
what I tay, and you will find the truth of 1t, 
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Contemplation on XXIV. Suffering. 


CONTEMPLATION 


On Chriſt bearing with the Jews ingralitude. 


TS it poſſible, O my Saviour! that there is no {fort of afffction 
q but what thou haſt been pleaſed to ſuſfer; and that after o 
man; pains EC! ndured for us, thou itil} ſuffereſt men to he ungrate ful, 
ar as to make ule of the own benefits tor offending thee? 
tied be the love which made thee ſupport ſuch an ingratitude. 
t ine lee, O frvect Jeius! the > Of of thy heart. There never 
anv io ſenſible of it 8 ratitude; and yet that vice which ought to 
dried up the fouutain * thy blelſings, makes them flow 
uly even upon thote who refuſe them. I adore thee, O 
ve beart! alas! who can delerve our love, our praiſes, adorations, 
jd torvices, but thou, who art rich in love, in mercy, in benefits, 
a. 10 patichec? We can neither limit their extenſion, nor exhault 
their riChes. 
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Thou ſeeſt, O Lord! the extreme ingratitude with which people 
endeayour to deſtroy thy favours, and to return thee nothing, for ſo 
may bleflings, but injuries, contempts, torments, and a cruel 
deach. The sick whom thou hatt healed, and the ignorant whom 
thou haſt inſtructed, rite up againſt thee: and that tource of good- 
neis 1s not drained, nor that turnace of charity extinguiihe F; tar 
fr m d epriving thoile uncratefut pee Plc ot the hopes of receiving 
new favours, thou ſtili Giiciclt then (ome every day. 


I. » vn. * 


"I BT 
— —— 
Wo _— 


— — — — — — 
* 


. 
** 
4 * 
— 


_ 


= = ww 


What can they deſire when tiiey puſſeſs thee, O ſource of all 
food! with what pretence can they cover their ingratitude, when 
ticy reject thee ? W. hen they have not WACTECL to cat, 88 illeit 
them. If they want any thing, thou ſtaveſt not till they aſk it of 
tice, that thou maycſt give it to them. They find in thee the 
phyfician and the ren ca both of joul and body. 1 
tempeits, caſteſt out devils, iicaleft the ick, raiſe : 

hell the way to heaven, pusdoneſt fins, and tukeit the punch 
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God, becauſe Solomon governed it, how much more happy ought it 
to have eſteemed itſelf in having thee for its king? 


Nevertheleſs, thoſe ungrateful hearts are inſenſible of thy 
happineſs; they rather chuſe what is moſt contemptible on earth, 
than thy graces and thyſelf; they perſecute thee continually, ang 
will not be content till they have put thee to death. Their ſtrectz 
houſes, and fields, are ſtill full of thy benefits, and they cannot 
endure thee. Why doit thou not deprive them of life, health, 
and all the bleſſings they have received from thee, O my God! 
ſince they have no ſenſe of them, and are ſo blind as to deſpiſe 
them? I adore the goodneſs at the ſame time with which thou 
ſuffereſt their repulſes, and the grief thou haſt on that account, 
Open me thy heart, O merciful father! and let that ſource of 
love and light flow upon mine, that I may know the enormity of 
my ingratitude, by the exceſs of thy charity. 


O how true is what thou haſt ſaid, O Lord! that thoſe who wil 
not receive thee; thee who in the name of the father comeſt to 
them, full of grace and truth, will recerve another with open arms, 
who ſhall come in his own name, to ſeduce and deſtroy them. Since 
they prefer themſelves to thee, love the promiſes of the world more 
than thine, and the accompliſhment of their own carnal delires, 
more than the communication of thy divine bleſſings, they hall 
find eternal death, in the midſt of the life which thou bringeſt them. 
Thou ſceſt their evils, and art ſenſibly touched therewith, whillt 
they ſuffer them without concern. May thy infinite love be praiſed 
and glorified for ever! 


III. But alas, O Lord! when I admire thy patience in ſupporting 
the ingratitude of the Jetos, have I not reaſon to weep before thee, 
for my own paſt and preſent miſeries, and to diſcover to thee my 
old wounds, which have fo often broke out again, and which thou 
alone canſt cure? Though I have not ſeen thee in thy mortal fleſh, 
'T believe that all thou didſt on earth, is for me an ineſtimable 
treaſure of ſpiritual bleſſings. For thou waſt born for me alone, 
as well as for all others; and as thy perſon is of an infinite dignity, 
the virtue of thy divine works can never be exhauſted. In thy 
actions, words, and merits, I find my ſupport, my direction, my 
food, and lile: from thence it is 1 hope for, and believe what! do 
not ſce. 


Bchold what thou giveſt me, O my God! but if I think on 
what I return thee, how ſhall I preſume to appear before thee? 
What ought J not to fear, O Lord! if thy mercies riſe up agaialt. 


me; if thy benefits condemn me, if thy whole goodneſs confound 
Ne, 


* 
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me, and if what thou halt prepared for my remedy becomes to 
me a mortal poiſon? What ſervice have my eyes, tongue, and ears, 
my whole body, underſtanding, and will, my memory, ſoul, and 
all that | am, rendered thee? What has my gratitude been to thee 
{r heaven, earth, and elements, for my being, life, and all the 
temporal bleſſings which thou halt beſtowed on me; or rather how 
hve I not abuled them, in offending thee with an extreme ingra« 


titude ? 


Ah! if I conſider that multitude of ſpiritual bleſſings which 
thou haſt given me, and which thou haſt promiſed me, which 1 
tare loit and neglected; what ought I not to fear, O my God! 
What ſhall become of me if thou entereſt into judgment againſt 
me! But what ſhould already have become of me, if thou hadſt 
no: regarded me with that ſame mercy, which made thee die for 
the urgratetul ? 


When thou didſt viſit me by the ſweetneſs of thy preſence; 
ren my foul was charmed with thy beauty; when every thing 
lat removed it from thee, appeared infupportable to it; and 
ven it fuffered with ſuch great pain, the neceſſity of ſatisfying the 
Kants of the body; what did it behold in thee, O Lord! to 
dundon thee ſo ſoon, to forget thee entirely, to give way to other 
res, and to reject thy truths, after rehſhing them with ſo pure 
a joy ? 


od Thou loſt none of thy attractives, O eternal beauty! when I 
fel from thee: and the things that I ſought after beſides riee, 
caſed not to be vile and periihable. What reaton had I then to 

gabe thee for them ? for I found not in them thoſe chalte delights 

de, Which are enjoyed with thee. 


ny 

Ou When afterwards, touched with a ſenſe of my wanderings, I 
h, MWturncd to thee, thou didſt receive, comfort, and pardon me: I 
le in knew that thou wait my only refuge, and that I could not be 


e, Need but by adhering to thee. What therefore have I ſince 
, und in creatures wiuch ſeparated me from thee, to leck them (till 
by WE oftending thee? How miterable am 1, O my God! 


do N. But my miſery will appear much greater, if beſides the 
cnelits which are common to me with many others, I call to mind 
ie particular graces which I have received from thee, the fins thou 


on t pardoned me, the temptations thou haſt made me overcome, 
et nd the dangers from which thou haſt delivered me; and when I 


Uteſs before thee the particular ingratitudes [I have fallen into after 
ds uus tavours, - my heart 1s to full of forrow and contuſion for it, 
le; . 1 1, 


7 
1 


which found out the means o 


ſprinkle 1 me with hyſop, and I fhail be clearſed; thou ſhalt waſh ny, 
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' 
that I reckon all other miſeries of my life as nothing. To thee mh 
have T finned, O my God! and I ought to have loved nothing hy 
thee alone. I have done evil before thee, and confets it in the fight 
of the whole world; that thy mercy may triumph over my ing 
titude. I was conceived in iniquities, for that reaſon it is I am 5 
prone to commit them, and thou art ſo eaſy to pardon them. Thy 
haſt loved truth; thou halt always fulfilled thy promiſes, and 
ceaſe not to violate thole by new fns which I have made thee wi | 
often. The hidden things of = aum thou haſt made manifeſt ty ml « 

t 


<q «© wc acc. 


elevating me by thy humuhations, d 
enriching me by thy merits, and of d facing my ingratitude by thy 
ſufferings. Thus the only confidence 1 have iett, is, that thou ſbaj 


and I ſhall be made whiter than jiow. To my hearing thou jhalt g 
joy and gladneſs, and the humbled bones ſhall rejoice. (Pl. I. 610, 


O powerful queen of heaven! in whom grace was never unprof. 
table, and who hath acquired by your fidelity an immenſe trealu; 
of celeſtial bleſſings, God has been pleated that you ſhould be au 
refuge; help me; alliſt me, an un; grateful perſon unworthy of ere 
thing that is good. May I re turn into the how'e and friendſhip d 
our Lord, who rendered you ſo perfect; and may I never tory 
his mercies. Happy citizens of heaven, who are filled with bleſſiq 
in aſſurance never to lote them, have compalfion on the inconſtane 
and dangers wherein we live in tlus place of miſeries; obtain me: 
continual remembrance, and an earneſt deſire of the happine 
which ye poſſeſs, that being for ever diſguſted with the pleafures 
this world, I may ſigh no longer after any thing but what rende 
you eternally happy. Amen. 
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XXV. SUFFERING OF CHRIST. 


The eerneſt deſire he bad of ” Io ton, and the human fear le ts 
theredf. 


HE Son of God in becoming man, chiefly propoſed ! 
himieit three things, as the end of all his labours; his father 
glory; the cſtablithment of the law of grace; and the redempti 
of mankind. But beciu'e the glory of God was to be made xn 
to the whole world, by the death of our Saviour; that the law 
grace, which he had publiined, was to be confirmed by his fuffenns 


ad that the redemption of nunakind was to be conſummated | 
f 


— 
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the effuſion of his blood: the deſire he had of ſeeing bis father 
glorified, the new law eſtabliſhed, and men redeemed, was fo ardent 
that one may ſay, without any fear of exaggerating, that that defire 
was the greateſt of all his torments. 


The zeal of God's houſe, with which Chriſt was devoured, urged 
him interiorly. to accompliſh his work; repreſented continually to 
him what he had to ſutfer; and gave him no repoſe. True it is, 
our Saviour was pleaſed it {Fould be fo, that that pain continuing 
the longer with him, it might be more full of grace and merit for 
us; but he was plealed alſo to make us comprehend thereby, that 
o painful a death, far from being the effect of chance, or of the 
ſole malice of men, proceeded from a profound wiſdom, and a 

charity which could ſuffer no delay. 


For we muſt not judge of the length of Chriſt's ſufferings, by | 


the time of his paſſion, which laited only about twenty hours. He 

not only felt the pain and ignominy thereof at that time, but they 
were prelent to his mind during the whole courſe of his life; and 
his facred humanity was continually poſlefled therewith. 


II. He expreſſed his deſire and fear of it, by theſe words ſo full 
of love: (Luke x11. 50.) I am to be baptiſed with a baptiſm : and 
b am 1 ftraitened till it be accompliſhed! He allo calls his paſſion a 
baptiſt m, when he aſked the children of Zebedee, who deſired to have 
the firſt places in his kingdom, ſaying; Can you drink the cup which 
lam to drink, and be baptiſed with the baptiſm wherewwith 1 am to be 
baptiſed (Mark. x. 38. If theſe terms of cup and baptiſm denote 
anv thing agreeable, 'tis becauſe our Saviour's love could find no 
comfort but in that cup, and in that bath of blood where he was 
to waſh away our iniquities. 


The holy ſcripture is full of the praiſes of that precious blood: 
it lars it is the blood of the new Teftament, (Matt. xxvi. 28.) in 
which we ſhall be purited, and that it intercedes for us with God: 
that it was by his own blood Chritt once entered- into the ſauctuary, 
baving ebtained for us an eternal redemption: that as in the old law 
without the-effufion of blood there was no redemption, io in the new law 
br? much more ſhall the bloed of Chriſt clearſe cur conſciences from 
coed works, to ſerve the living Ged, (Heb. ix. 12. xxii. 13.) And 
4 Chriſt was pleaſed to be baptized in Jordan, in order to give to 
the waters the virtue of ſanctifying our ſouls, he was allo pleated to 
be waſhed in his own blood, to teach us, that that blood is not a 
lign of wrath and death, but a fountain of hte and grace. 


C 2 III. When 
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III. When he healed the ſick, gave ſight to the blind, ſpeech tu 
the dumb, life to the dead, and ſaw the people full of joy and 
furprite, he wiſhed that all nations of the world would recere i 
their fouls, by the virtue of his blood, in a ſpiritual manner, the 
graces that fo ſmall a number of people had received in their bodies; 
and his heart detired, with a holy impatience, that taoſe bleſſing 
might be communicated to all men. Fe {poxe thereof continually, 
and on every occalion, becauſe he was wholly taken up about it. 


Conſidering the ingratitude of the Jets, he foretold, that the 
Genti;es ſhould take poteſiion of tote bleſſings which the Jews had 
refuſcd. Speaking of drinking and eating, he commonly fell upon 
the participation of his body and blood, which was to give lite to 
the world. Sometimes he diſcourled of ſheep which he was to 
bring into his fold, from all parts of the world; ſometimes of thole 
wo were to come from the eat and weſt, to fit down at his table, 
He exhorted his diſciples to lift up their eyes, to view the fields 
already white and ready for harveſt, iTe affirmed, that when he 
ſhould be elevated on the crois, he would draw all to him, and 
neglected no opportunity of expretiing his extreme deliire of our 
ſalvation. | 


IV. Thus when he faid, 7 came to caſt fire upon the earth, and 
coll I but that it be kindled? (Luke xii. 49.) He knew very wel 
that that fire could only be kindled by the baptiſm of his blood; 
and ſeeing that baptiim delayed, he cried out with a ſigh, How an 
I Rrraitened till it be accompliſhed! What zeal! what love! what 
tenderneſs! What do men think of, not to converſe continually with 
a God lo good, a friend fo affectionate, and a father ſo charitable, 
who, forgetting hun{elf, is wholly taken up with our neceſſities. 


Behold here the murror in which we may diſcover, whether we 
be far from, or near to God, and whether our views be pure and 
diſintereſted. For the ardour with which he defired the accom- 
pliſhment of our ſalvation, rendered every moment he had to wat, 
paintul and tedious to him; although there was none of them but 
what was full of an infinite treaiure of merits for us. This thought 
urged him continually; and we, for whom he endured tho 
anguiſhes, allow ourielyves to be carried away by quite contrary 
deſires, though we know how much they diſplęaſe him, and that it 
was for plucxing them out of our hearts, that he was pleaſed to 
ſutfer death, I even prelume to ſay, that it the greateſt part d 
men would look back en their paſt lives, they would ſcarcely find, 
in {0 great a number of years, one ſingle day wherein they have 
laboured for their eternal ſalvation, with as great. application 5 
they have every day for whai orcafions the lots of their _— 
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How fooliſh are thoſe that put off all the eare of their eternity 
till the laſt hour of their life, and who imagine that amidſt the 
errors of God's judgments, before whom they muſt ſhortly appear, 
at the fight of the puniſkments of hell, into which they will be 
ready to fall, amidſt the pains which ſeparate ſoul and body, they 
can think as they ought on the affair of their ſalvation! How ſhall. 
they at their death love him with- all their heart, whom they have 
not loved during their life, and without the love of whom they 
cannot be faved ? Chriſt, the faithful friend of our ſouls, did not 
act in this manner; he had appointed an hour wherein he was to die 
for us; thought of it every moment; and died daily, becauſe that 
hour came not ſooner. We are no lefs obliged to him for the good 
pill he had to die, than for his death itſelt. We ought to conlider 
the defires with wiuch his kcart was oppreſſed, as tv» many deaths 
ufered for us: for he continually renewed in himſelf the remem- 
brance and deſire of that bloody bath, wherein he was to be plunged 
for the falvation of mankind, 


VI. That love of the croſs occaſioned him alſo another pain, 
which was the natural fear and continual ſenſe of thoſe ſufferings 
ke was to undergo, The ſame love which made him chuſe them, 
rendered them always preſent to his mind; and in ſpite of the 
torror nature had thereot, he earneſtly deſired them. 


Men of courage, though they know the danger, ceaſe not upon 
«calion to ſeek for the moſt dangerous poſts, to ſhew their valour: 
and the natural fear with which they are often ſeized, at taking up 
arms, does not hinder them from fighting bravely, nor from over- 
coming their enemy, after having overcome their fear; but it 
continues not long in them; whereas our Saviour's holy humanity 
et It always: for he was all his life divided, as one may iay, between 
tue terror of torments, which he forcſaw, even to the leaſt circum- 
ance, and the detire of accompliihing the work of our redemption, 


by the death of the croſs. Which made him ſay, after having 


mplaned of the delay of that bloody baptiſm, I came not to bring 
ce but the fword, (Matt. x. 34) to cut off cvery thing that 
m2ht ſoften my pain, and to fight amongſt the pains and 1gn=minies 
Ha cruel death; I came to caſt fire upon the earth, and what will [ 
it that it be kindled, (Luke xii. 49.) and that it may incrcaſe in the 
rats of men, by the endeavours they ſhall make for reſiſting every 
ung that can deprive them of the true bleſſings? Thus they will 
wow the ways 1 have ſhewn them, and they will exprets their 
we to me, in the fame manner as I have exprefſed mine to them. 


VII. Behold here an excellent inſtruction for the ſervants of 
od, who interiorly urged by his love to uadertake great chings, 
C-3 grieve * 
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grieve to ſee themſclves ſtopped by the infirmity of nature, Ou 
Lord, who deſigns to erect a great editice upon ſo weak a foundatig, h 
has ordained, that natural infirmity, to which the will does ny WR” 


conſent; cannot hurt the perfection of love, but ſerves even ſome. © 
times to augment it; becauſe the tenſe of human miſery, pa Wi" 


and afflictions, when the mind preſerves it vigour, makes us fiph 
more earneſtly after the freedom of God's children, and defire 
continually to be able without impediment, to give ourſelves ty 
him, as he has given himſelt to us. 


—— — ——ůů— - 

Of the TRANSFIGURATION. p 

H E fear and defire which the fon of God had of ſuffering, 

clearly appeared in the myſtery of his transfiguration ; wheren WI .. 

he was pleated to thew thole that love him, and are crucified for his E 

love, a ray of that glory which he prepares for them. For eight . 

days after he had declared to his diſciples, that the royal way of tie a 

croſs was that whereby it behoved him to walk; and that he would "1 

only acknowledge thoſe for his diſciples, that ſhouid bear their crok 4 

aſter him; burning with the defire of being ſoon faſtened to it, he - 

| transfigured himlelt before them, in order to dilate their hearts by | 
k. a view of his glory, and to give them a taſte betore-hand of the if 

4 bleſſings which are hidden in the croſs. E: 

N He choſe for the witneſſes of that myſtery three of his apoſtles | 
£ James, who was to be the firſt in tuffering martyrdom ; Peter, who n 

R was to die on the croſs; and Jobn, who after ſeeing his maſter expire, ap 
* was to le only by pure love. He retired with them unto mount Bil - 

* Thabor! and being arrived there he prayed, to teach us that there A 
3 to 

A is more force in prayer, for making us bear the croſs, than weakneb 

4 in the human heart, for fcaring it; that prayer purifies our love, ard a 

renders the carthly man wholly tpiritual and celeſtial. he 


5 


Our Saviour, during his prayer, allowed a ray of the glory of oo 
his foul, which he had reſtrained till then, that he might be capable - 
of ſuffering, to ſpread itſelf over his body for ſome time: and 6 
face ſhined as the ſun; and his garments became white as ſnow (Matt 
xvii. 2.) If a mortal body be capable oſ fo great a ſplendor, whit 
will be the glory of a toul that has lived on earth 1n the continudl * 
practice ot divine love? & | 


peat, 


EY 
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l. There appeared on each fide of him Moſes and Elias, whom 
+» had choſen amongſt all the ſaints of the old law, to be witnefles 
of his love and ſufferings He choſe Elias, who after being perſe- 
muted all his life by the wicked, for God's cauſe, was aſſumed into 
heaven, in a fiery chariot, to teach thoſe that ſuffer, that they ſhall 
"ot find the end of thcir ſufferings, and their true contolation, but 
1 the fire of the divine love, which alone can elevate them above 
the thoughts and miſeries of this world. And he chole Moſes, 
who being accuſtomed to converſe familiarly with God, and to live 
in his pretence, deſpiſed the deiights of FPłaraob's houte, and choſe 
ather to be afflicted with God's people, than to enjoy the pleatures 
& {0 corrupt a court. 


Behold what the divine love performs in a faithful foul! it 
&prives him by degrees of the pleaſure of every thing that can fix 
lum to the world, and accompiuhes his purification by ſufferings. 


III. Chriſt being thus placed betwixt thoſe two faithful lovers of 
the crols, who can expreſs what their ſentiments were, when they 
beheld him cloatned with our fle!h, whom they had 1o ardently 
delred? They faw with their corporcal eyes, the beauty of his 
countenance, and with the eyes of faith, the purity and beatitude 
of his foul, totally burning with love, and full of the treaſures of 
the wiſdom and knowledge of God, | 


But though they were charmed with the wonders they diſco- 
yered in him, they poke to him only of the exceſs of his paſſion 
and of bis deceaſe which be was to undergo at Jeruſalem, ( Luke ix. 
31.) bing perſuaded they could ſpeak of nothing more agreeable 
to him. And as our Saviour himſelf often entertained his diſciples: 
about his reproaches and croſs, which were the objects of his moſt 
ardent defires; ſo theſe two prophets, being charmed with his 


unt "ny a * . . 

er crior and exterior beauty, and with his infinite charity, ſpoke 
s him of nothing but the thorns, wherewith he was to be 
nels : X R 5 

u bsncd, the wounds wich which he was to be disfigured, the 


reproaches with which he was to be loaded, the tears he was to 
ined, the torments he was to undergo, and the triumph of his love 
ns death on the croſs. 


They obſerved the earneſtneſs of his heart after ſufferings, and 
. perfect ſubmiſſion of his holy humanity to his father's eternal 
ht in all things; knowing that our Saviour had called them to 
val WY > that by ſpeaking to them he might moderate a little the 

ur which conſumed him: for his diſciples were not yet capable 

 rcliſhing ſo great a myſtery, Behold what was the tubject = 
here this 
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this converſation, after which our Saviour diſmiſſed Meſes and 
full of conſolation. 


IV. Here are three things to be conſidered: Firſt, the voice 
the eternal father, which came from a bright cloud, in thele won, 
This is my beloved fon, in whom I am well pleaſed: hear ye bim (Mat, 
xvii. 5.) The eternal father declares thereby, that he not only 
approves of the defigns of his ſon, and of the love he has for men, 
but alſo, that no man ſhall be agreeable to the father, unleſs he 
hears and imitates the ſon. For as in giving his ſon to us, he he 
given us all things in him; ſo we ought to find in him, every thing WH 
that is neceſſary for us, and look upon him at the ſame time as ths ſet 
remedy of our fins, and the model of our virtues. Our Lord ha pe 
allo told us, that unleſs we abide in him wwe can bear no fruit, that wil Wl i 
be agreeable to his father, (Febr xv. 4) Alas! how many ſouk are pl 
there that do not pleaſe God, becauſe they are not in Chriſt. What 0 
is not in him, cannot be pleaſing to the eternal father, who is not (C 
pleaſed but in his only fon, who approves of nothing but the gr 
thoughts, intentions, and works, which are. conformable to the 
thoughts, intentions, and works of Chriſt; and who rejedts al 
thoſe which Chriſt has judged unworthy of himſelf. Let us then Wi 
only hear this well-beloved fon, and ſhut our ears to every thing re 


elle, p! 


V. We mult obſerve ſecondly, that Jeſus deſcending from the iN © 
mount, charged them, ſaying : tell the dien to no one, till the ſon r il © 
man riſe from the dead (Matt. xvii. 9) becauſe the world was not Wi 
capable of it; and unleſs people were well experienced in divine . 
things, they could not enter as they ought into that myſtery of Wil © 
divine love. Our Lord laid to Ananias, ſpeaking of St. Paul; | 9 
will ſhew him how great things he is to ſuffer for the fake of my name, Will © 
(Acts ix. 16.) He had not as yet ſhewn him them, although he Bil ® 
was already converted! that ſecret was revealed to him only in a 
heaven, when he was caught up in a viſion into the third region; 
from whence he returned to full of light and love, that after having 
written, that he had heard words, which it is not granted to mai 
to utter; (2 Cor. xii. 4.) he concludes that he knew only Feſus Chrif, 
and him "crucified (1 Cor. ii. 2.) Indeed he thought of nothing 
afterwards but of loving and ſuffering; and ſuffering was as famullar 
to him as loving. 
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We may thereby comprehend why, after the fall of the fil 
man, God has not given here below, at leaſt to his faithful ſervants, 
a ſure peace; but has been pleated that they thould be ſubject to 


miſery in this life, For as God does every thing for his elect, and Wl | 
| as \ 
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« the government of the earth is ſubordinate to the predeſtination 
of the ſaints, who are in this world, as in a ſchool of heavenly 
wiſdom, and in a continual exerciſe of pure love; he has covered 
the carth with ſo great a deluge. of evils, that they can neither find 
ret nor ſecurity but in the ark, which is Chriſt, Thither it is they 
rerize, and taſte in ſecret, that ſweet peace, which the world camot 
pre, and the hope of which takes from them the fear of tribulations 
and the love of falle goods, 


Wherefore our Saviour, after ſpending thirty years in a conti- 
mal bitterneſs, was pleaſed to diſcover to thoſe three diſciples the 
ſecrets of his love and croſs; that is, the ſolid glory and interior 
peace which he has hidden therein, and which he reſerves only for 
his true followers; but he would not have that. favour become 
public, till mankind, better inſtructed in thoſe heavenly truths, 
trtified by the doctrine of his reſurrection, and confirmed by the 
communication of the Holy Ghoſt, ſhould be capable of theſe 


great my ſteries. 


Expect not then, O chriſtian ſoul! the end or mitigation of 
ſulferings, whilſt you live on earth: for it is not the place of your 
repoſe, The happineſs of the elect, in regard of whom God 
preſerves this worid, is to be unable to find any joy therein, and 
to be afraid above all things of wedding themſelves to it, conſi- 
dering that thoſe, who deſire to ſettle their happpineſs, in any” 
thing abſtiafted from God, meet with nothing hut labour and 
zAiction of Spirit. Seek therefore, when you ſuffer, for conſo- 
ation and peace where it is to be found, that is, in the divine love 
of WI and communication with Chit. Then will you experience that 
. [WY great truth, with which St. Auguſtin was fo penetrated after his 
"WT converſion; that it is intinitely ſweet to be deprived of the pleaſures 
he ot this world, and that we do ourſelves a pleaſure at laſt in 
in WJ bandoning what we had been afraid ta loſe, 
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His forrow in the garden of Olives, 


NUR Saviour's paſſion: began, as his life did, by a ſenſe of 

the cruel death he was to ſuffer, and the ſins of the world 

he was to expiate. Thus when he beheld the moment approaching 

herein he had reſolved to die, he was pleaſed to ſuffer 9 
uc 
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ſuch a manner, as he might at the ſame time ſatisfy the juſtice q 
God to the full rigour, and excite our hearts to love him, and our 
minds to know him: for therein conſiſted the whole fruit which he 
deſigned to gather from his labours. 


He waited not therefore till his executioners came to ſhed his 
blood; but being unavle to ſuffer delay, he abandoned himſelf to 
ſo profound a ſorrow, that all the endeavours of his enemies could 
never have caufed the like in him, becauſe the hatred they bore 
him, couid not equal the love he had for us. He was pleaſed to 
make us comprehend in the beginning of his Paſſion, that it was O 
rather the effect of his choice and his love, than of the violence 
of the Jews. For that reaſon he rerired into a place, where he 
was wont to pray, that his enemies might find him more eafily; 
and there before they appeared, having deprived the facred 
Humanity of the ſupport it received from the Divinity, and a 
diſcovering to it at the ſame tune every thing it had to ſuffer, he 
reduced it to a cruel agony. 


IT. For having waſhed his diſciples feet, inſtituted. in their 0 
preſence the ſacrament of his body and blood, and made them a 
very moving and ſublime diſcourſe; he entered with them into 
the garden of Geth/ſemani. Then ſeeing them dejected, he exhorted 
them to have recourſe to prayer, as to the molt efficacious remedy 
againit ſadneſs, and retired afterwards a little further with three of G 
his apoſtles, Peter, James, and John; having repreſented. to 
himicif in a molt lively manner every thing he was to ſuffer, the 


_—— 
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pains, . torments, ignominies, the triumph of his enemies, the x 
| - Contempt of his perſon, wiſdom, and miracles, the new kinds of n 
reproach and cruelty which were prepared for him, he fell into th 
5 fuch a dejection, as would have deprived him of life, had it not t. 
8 been miraculouſly preſerved: he teſtified this himſelf, ſaying: m 
i foul is forrowſut even to death (Matt. xxvi. 38.) He returned to 
. his di (ciples, in order to find with them ſome comfort in this 8 
" extremity; but they themſelves were to dejected by his ſadnels, x 
bu who were wont to fortify them in their troubles, that our Saviour F 
i returned to prayer, without receiving any conſolation from them; 0 
5 and ſaid to his father in the exceſs of his grief: O my father! i ,, 
it be palſible, let this cup paſs from me: nevertbeleſs not as 1 will, but h 
as thiu wilt. (39.) q 


He found his father inexorable, and his ſorrow augmented to f 
ſuch a degree, that it more reſembled the agony of a Jying man, U 
than the ordinary ſorrow of a man that ſuffers; but notwithſtanding E 
his pain, he continued his prayer; which made the evangeliſt fay, p 
that being in an agony be prayed the longer (Luke xx. 11, 43.) 3 

combat 
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1 combat which was then maintained between the inferior and ſupe- 


yo rior part, occalioned him ſuch an abundant ſweat of blood, that 
e alter bathing his garments, it alſo moiſtened the ground where h 
prayed, | 
ny Then an angel deſcended from heaven to comfort him; not that 
N ke wanted the neceſiary power for oppoſing the weakneſs of nature; 
10 but in order to teach all thoſe who ſuffer, that their conſolation and 
* ſtrength muſt come from heaven. So the angel, who was not 
D ignorant who that afflicted perſon was, did not loſe time in propoſing 
different motives of conſolation to him; but only beſought him in 
© the name of heaven and earth; and of all ſinners to apply to their 
N evils, out of his infinite love, that ſovereign remedy which they 
4 coud not receive but from him alone; and to prefer to the re- 
proaches and torments of cne day, the erernal glory which he 


% was to obrain thereby: for as the apoſtle ſays, having joy propeſed 
, wits him, he underwent the croſs, deſpijiig ſhame. (Heb. xil. 2.) 


The ſinner, for whoſe love our Saviour vouchſafed to undergo 
ſo great a conflict, ought here to beg of him tac interior ſpirit, and 
the divine dilpolitions which made him then ſuffer by a voluntary 
abmifſion, without any human comfort, what appeared fo tetribie 
to nature. No words can expreſs it, no underſtanding is capable 
of comprehending it, without a particular gift of the tpuit of 
bod. 

IV, Thus it is that he who ſupports others in affliction abandons 
himſelf thereto; that the comforter of all men fails into deſh.ation; 
that the joy of heaven and earth was overwhelmed wich grief; and 
| that the ſon of God, in order to gain our hearts, was pleaicd to 
take our infirmities upon himſelf, 


Two things occaſioned him this mortal ſorrow, the fi:{t was the 
greatneſs and infinite number of the ſins of the world, which were 
al in particular preſent to his mind, with a clear view of the 
divine majeſty offended by ſo many crimes, and of the ruin of 
ſouls deſtined to eternal puniſhments. The ſecond was the great 
number of thoſe to whom his death would be unprofitable. As 
he was comforted on one hand, by the certainty of the advantages 
he was to-reap from his paſſion; he was afflicted on the other, in 
linking how few men would receive the benefit from that remedy, 
which his love had prepared for all; and he found no conſolation 
| therein, but in ſubmitting to the immutable decrees of his father, 
| who would have him ſuffer for thole very perſons that would not 
profit by his ſufferings, 

| V. His 
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V. His conflift and prayer cominued about three hours, during 
which. that good ſhepherd, who in his greateſt ſufferings, nt 
forgetting his flock, viſited his diſciples thrice : having found them 
aſleep the firſt and ſecond times, he exhorted them to watch and 
pray; and the third time perceiving that he who was to betray him, 
was not far off, he ſaid to them, ſleep now and take your reſt: anda 
little after, ri/e, let us go, beheld he approaches, who fhail betray ne, 
(Matt. vxvi. 45, 46.) By theſe words he taught us, according to 
the interpretation of St. Hilam, that we ought not to wait till the 
enemy 1s at hand, before we watch and pray; but we muſt be 
upon our guard when he is a diſtauce, leit we be ſurpriſed by him; 
that the apprehenſion of danger does not permit us to take any reſt; 
but the hour being come when the enemy aſſaults us, we ought to 
be without fear, and depend upon the valour and experience of 
our Head, who has taken our dangers upon himſelf, and fights 
tor us. 


In fine, that ineffable love increaſed to fuch a height, that it 
could not be ſatisfied but by reducing Chriſt to ſuch a ſtate of 
interior deſolation which was without example; and ſhewing us 
thereby, that we ſhould find in him alone the remedy of all 
our fears and weakneſſes: for this myſtery is full of admirable 
inſtructions for us. Our Saviour was pleaſed to feel that extreme 
pain, that we might not think all is loſt, when the inferior part 
avoids what is contrary to it; and to teach us, that we ſhall not be 
judged according to the infirmity of the fleſh, but according to 
the diſpoſition of our will. He truly ſuffered a mortal grief, but 
it was proportioned to his power, in order to perſuade us, that 


God, who diſpenſes the miteries of this life as he pleaſes, will nt 


ſuffer us to be tempted above what we are able; but will make us eſcape 
in temptation, that we may be able to bear it. (1 Cor. x. 13.) 


He clearly ſhewed us in himſelf two ſeemingly oppoſite inclina- 
tions; the one corporeal, which abhorred ſufferings ; and the other 
rational, which remained ſubject to God; that a chriſtian may not 
think himſelf an enemy to God, becauſe the fleth refiſts the ſpirit; 
bur that he may endeavour to tubdue it, and comprehend. that the 
animal man does not hurt the interior man, hilft the interior man 
adheres to the law of God. 


There deſcended an angel from heaven to comfort Chriſt, to 
thew all thoſe that ſuſter, that God forgers them not in tribulation; 
that their labours are known in heaven; and that it is from thence 
tney ought to expect their contolation, 


In 
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In fine, the ſon of God beſought his heavenly father to diſpenſe 
wich ſo rigorous a precept, although he well knew it would not be 
granted to him; to inſtruct us in ſo neceſſary a truth, that the 
divine help conſiſts not in delivering us from the aflictions which 
God ſends us, but in making us ſupport them with an humble 
ſubmiſſion, and an entire conformity to his deſigns, in remaining 
alays united to him by love. 


CONTEMPLATION 


On I in the ſorrow be ſuffered in the garden of Olives. 
H Y love, O divine Jeſus! can bear no delay; it urges 


thee continually ; and to wait only-two or three hours for the 
beginning of thy ſufferings, is a great ſuffering to thee. Thou 
waiteſt not till the ſoldiers load thee with chains; till the Jews and 
Gentiles overwhelm thee with reproaches; nll the inhuman execu- 
tioners tear thy innocent fleſh, and faſten it to the croſs; thou 
thandoneſt thyſelf to ſo bitter a grief, that thou art obliged to 
complain, and to ſeek ſome comfort amongſt rude men, incapable 
of compaſſionating thy pain. 


How different is my conduct from thine, O my Saviour! Iam 
overcome by ſadneſs; when I ſcek joy, I am troubled with a 
thouſand afflicting thoughts, from which I endeavour to deliver 
mytelf; and thou, O repoſe of my foul! overcome by thy love 
alone; thou voluntarily abandoneſt thyſelf to thy ſorrow; recalleſt 
to thy mind every thing that can affſict that heart fo great, ſo tender, 
and ſo charitable; which is the refuge of thoſe that ſuffer. Thou 
feeleft all the evils which we feel; but we feel them, becauſe we 
ae miſcrable, and thou feeleſt them, becauſe thou art merciful. 


It is not enough for thy love to wait for theſe floods of ſorrows 
wich were preparing for thee. Thou tormenteſt thyſelf before- 
hand, by repreſenting them to thyſelf in as lively a manner as if 
tou didſt already ſuffer them, and permitteſt thy facred humanity, 
ſtruggling at the ſame time with the deſire and fear of fuffering, to 
hed a fweat of blood in that violent agitation; and thou wilt be 
Celtitute of all help, as if there were no more conſolation to be 
lope tor by thee, either in heaven, on earth, in thy friends, or 
u God himſelf. 

II. Is 
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II. Is it thus then, O divine fortitude! that thou alloweſt thyſ 
to be weakened, when thou muſt combat ſuch enemies as now 
but thyſelf can overcome? What is become of that deſire of if. 
tering, which thou ſo impatiently defireſt the accompliſhment di 
The hour approaches, and thou trembleſt, and art ſorrouful, 0 
thou joy of my foul! Is that the courage and vigour of ming 
wluch all afflicted perſons ought to find and imitate in thee? 


„ — „ ww. 


May thy infinite love be praiſed, glorified, aud adored eternaly 
O my God! Thou haſt reduced thyſelf to this extremity, only ty 
become like me in all things; to ſhew me that nothing could obi 
thee to ſuffer but thy love; and ® be my conſolation and model n 
the miſeries of this life. For if thou didſt appear intrepid a , 
Courageous in ſuffering, would there be any reaſon to wonder there 
O my Saviour! ſince thou art the power of God? That conſtancy ; 
is proper to thee: and we ſhall ſee in the time of thy paſſion ti | 
nothing is capable of dejecting thee. But to hide that dive 
ſtrength for the love of me, to feel human weaknels, to u ; 
torments before they happen, as I an wont to do, I who am but 4 
miſery and infirmity, and to be willing that ſorrow ſhould begin u 
thee as it does in me, by fear and ſadneſs, this, O divine Jelus! vs |} 
what can only proceed from thy love: it is thy love that is f 
executioner, a thouſand times more cruel than the Jews and 8 
. Gentiles, who prepare to torment thee. There as yet appear neither 
rods, nails, nor enemies; and thou art already covered with 1 
bloody ſweat, with which the ground where thou prayeſt is d 
bathed. What occafions this blood to flow from thy veins, but 
the love thou haſt for me? 


III. Thou art all love, O my Jeſus! and the fire thou cafteft a 
"earth, is a flame of pure charity. How happy ſhould I be, i ! 
had never departed from thee, O divine light! But why have I fl 
to this very day other views and thoughts than thoſe of pleating 
thee? Why do I ſcek any thing befides thee? Thy love for mes 
fo full of zeal and mercy, that thou haſt thought on every thing 
that concerns me, and haſt conſidered every moment of affliction 
wherein my weakneſs ſhould have need of being tfupported; that! 
might ſeek my conſolation in thee alone, after having ſeen te: 
ſubject to my infirmities. 


Thus it is that thou art pleaſed to aſſure me by thy examp# 
that though I find myſelf to be weak and timid, I ought not to * 
without hope; that I am not abandoned by thee, when J il 
overwhelmed with forrow; and that though 1 be {ſenſible of tic 
evils that befal me, 1 ceaſe not to be thine ; ſince. thou thyſelf, 0 
my God! moſt ſtrong and invincible as thou art, waſt not fr 


am 
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from theſe weak neſſes. Be thou bleſſed. O Lord! who haſt 
ordained that the miteries which overwhelmed me, and feem to 
weaken in me the vigour of thy ſpirit, ſhould ſerve to conduct me 
to thee; becaule ſeeing them in. thee, I recover my breath, and 
alvays feel myſelf animated with new confidence. 


IV. Thou knoweſt, O divine wiſdom! how grievous it is for a 
ſoul, which deſires to be wholly thine, to find itſelf oppreſied 
with interior ſorrow, and aſſaulted with ſuch violent temptations, 
that t ao longer knows to whom to have recourle, and that heaven 
itlelt eems to be ſhut againſt it. Then it thinks itſelf deprived of 
all help both divine and human} it is neither fenlible of taith, hope, 
nor charity; it does not even preſume to lift up its eyes to thee, it 
finds itielt at fo great a diſtance from thee; and it cannot receive 
any con!oJation from creatures. It imagines that grace is withdrawn 
from it, that nature remains abandoned to its own corruption. It 
ſees nothing in 1tlelf but fear, ſadneſs, dejection, inconſtancy, 
importunate thoughts, irregular ſentiments, diiguſt, contradiction, 

and bitterneſs. O divine love! faithtul love, who never art nearer 
thy ſervants, than when they are in tribulation, thou ſeemeſt to 
have abandoned thyſelf thereto without meaſure. Thou waſt 
pleated to ſuffer all theſe miſeries, ſo unworthy of thee, that we 

might caſt our eyes continually upon thee, as upon our model; that 
we "might expect from thee, as from our ſtrength, the victory over 
our enemies; and that we might have an entire confidence in thee, 
as 11 our only remedy, 


What am I, O divine love! to deſerve the bleſſings thou heapeſt 
upon me? O that thou wouldſt make as great a change in me, as 
that which thou madeſt in thylelt; that is, to make me ſtrong, of 
a weak one as I an; as thou becamett weak, of a ſtrong one as thou 
watt, But make of me, O divine love! whatever thou pleateſt, I 
reſign myicif entirely to thee. I cannot love thee as | ought, but 
by thee; nor eſteem thee, but in thee; nor come to thee, if thou 
drawelt me not; nor rely upon thee, if thou thy lelſ keepeſt me 
not: and ſince every thing oug' at to be thine, take me, O Lord! 
pollets me; that being in thy h ans, I hail. be no longer my own. 
Take from me all the pieaſures of life; all human help; and all the 
deiires of. conſolation and joy; that I may find none of them but 
in tliee alone, O thou love = liſe of my loul! | 


How blind and fooliſh am I, when I feek my conſolation out 
of thee, O thou only joy. ot my foui! How ungrateful am J, when 
| et the love 1 owe thee, and ſpend my life in fin, wn ich 
occalions thee fo great a forroy! Why am I not aſkamed of myſelf! 

| How, 
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How can I ſuffer myſelf! Why do I not deſire the earth to ſwalo 
up, when I behold thee weeping with tears of blood, for the eib 
I have committed; and expiating with fo bitter a ſorrow, the 
criminal pleaſures to which I have abandoned myteif! O that! 
could fee myſelf free from myſelf! or rather that I beheld myiug 
only in thee, what different ſentiments ſhould I have! Why vas! 
born, if I muſt give thee ſo much pain! Have mercy on me, 0 
infinite mercy! 1 beleech thee do, by the ſorrow thou ſufferedſt, hy 
the blood thou ſheddeſt, and by the love thou beareſt me. Grat 
that aſter ſinning againſt thee, I may deſerve to ſuffer for thee; 
Give me, O divine Jeſus! a ſpark of that love wherewith thou his 


burneſt for me, that I may know myſelf, hate myſelf, and tale WM th: 
revenge on mylelf for what J have done againſt thee. c0 
pl c 


VI. But ſince the fight of thoſe who are to periſh, ſtill redoubls Wl !u; 
thy ſorrow, O divine love! permit me not to periſh. Thy ſorrow Wl fc 
is great enough, v1thout being augmented by the foreſight of my 25 
ruin. Open my ears that I may hear thy voice; open my eyes, Wl in 
that I may behold thy examples; open my lips, that I may fing Wi th: 
forth thy mercies; ſoften my heart, that it may become ſenſible of g 
thy ſorrow, and that J may be afraid of every thing that can renew n. 
them. Grant, O thou life of my foul! that I may feel what thou Wi t!: 
teeleſt; that I may bewail my wanderings as thou bewaileft them; 
and that I may ſeek thee as thou ſeekeſt me; or rather, O my God! 
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I aſk nothing of thee, I relign myſelf to thy love, conduct me, Wh of 
change me, bind me, purity me, form me as thou pleaſeſt, and Wi 1 
ſuffer me not to be ſeparated from thee. | ch 


ww 2 — 


O moſt holy mother of God! you who being ſhut up in your Wl | 
chamber, feeled during that cruel night, all the torments that were Wi! 
prepared for your well-beloved fon; impart to me the ſentiments Wi *! 
of your heart, that I may deteſt in myſelf the cauſe of his forrows. Wl :t: 
O celeſtial court! founded upon the blood and ſufferings of that ¶ ou 
divine Saviour, obtain me the love and graces which flow from that 
ſalutary fountain, that I may bleſs with you for all eternity, the 
author of all our bleſſings. Amen. an 
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CONTEMPLATION 
On Chrift praying in the garden. 


O W comes it that I learn not of thee, O maſter of eternal 
truth! where I ought to ſeek for help and conſolation, when 
| am tempted and diſconſolate! Thou goeſt to thy father, who 
requires thee to die for me; thou addreſſeſt thyſelf to his love, 
which ſacrificed thee for my ſalvation; and thou haſt recourſe to 
bis omnipotent hand, even when it is heavy upon thee, Wretch 
that I am, my afflictions continue fo long, only becauſe I do not 
come to pour out my afflicted heart before thee. I ſee thee in thy 
prayer bathed with a ſweat of blood, overwhelmed with ſorrow, 
lupported by an angel; and at the time when it would ſeem thou 
houldeſt be moſt dejected, thou goeſt to meet thoſe that come to 
apprehend thee. Thou haſt ſo much reſpect for thy father's will 
in every thing, that thou canſt not ſuffer thy diſciples to defend 
thee, Thou appeareſt all on a ſudden to be pleated with what 
gare thee ſo much fear before. In fine, thou art become in a 
moment as ſtrong as thou waſt weak; and as ready to obey, as if 
the command were agreeable to thee. a 


How comes it then, O my God! that I ſeek conſolation out 
of thee? where can I find any thing that is ſolid but in thee? I 
wore thee, O divine and amiable hand! that comforteſt me by 
chaſtiſing me, that ſtrengtheneſt me by afflicting me, that elevateſt 
me by dejecting me, and that giveſt me lite by mortifying me. 
| have great reaſon to be ſorrowful when I depart from thee; when 
| acknowledge not that paternal love wherewith thou governeſt me; 
when I am not perſuaded that thou loveſt me more tenderly when 
thou aMicteſt me, than I love mylelf when I ſeek my conſolation 
out of thee, | 


II. Bur why, O Lord! fayeſt thou to thy eternal father; father, 
ret my will, but thine be done (Luke xxli. 42.) Thou who canſt 
n0t fin, who art holy by nature, full of grace and truth, art thou 
capable of willing what thy father wills not, or of not willing what 
be 11]? No, Lord; but thou waſt then taken up about my wants, 
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and thoughteſt on remedying them. Thou waſt pleaſed to feel in 
thyſelf that oppoſition to the divine will, that 1 might not loſe 
courage in the reſiſtances of nature when my reaſon contents not 
tiereto; and that I migat underſtand that I ſhall be judged only 
according to my poſitive will of ſecking thee or of flying from thee, 
of er H g hee ar of reſiſting thee. 


How {weet, liberal, condeſcending, and charitable is thy love! 
Thou abaiediſt thyſelf to far as to tecl in thyſelf the motions which 
my miſery excites in me againſt thee; in order to teach me to make 
uſe of them tor coming to thee; and to make for myſelf of them 2 
ſubject of merit, a proof of obedience, love and fidelity to thee, 
Thou art, O Lord! the true father of this poor ſinner, and ihe 
faithful comforter of my afflicted foul. When ſhall I know thce? 
when ſhall I enter into thy deſigns? when ſhall I love thee with al 
my heart ? when ſhall 1 ieck thee without incon! ;tancy ? when 


Mall I ſincerely {ay to thee on all occaſions, ct my wil, but thine 
be done. 


How have I delerved, O my God! to be governed by ſo upright, 
fo amiable, and io patcrnal a will? When did 1 find any harm by 
follow: Sg it, and when did I find any zd by following my own! 
It rs by the conduct of thy divine will, that all the ſaints abandon- 
Ing the caic oi themieNes, and relerving only that of obcying thee, 
have arrived at the happineſs winch the Y poſſeſs, and ſhall poſſes 
eternally: and I who am but a worm of the earth, would govern 
myicit ! The heavens, the clements, and the whole univerſe preterve 
the order and regularity of their motions, only by the impreſſiom 
they receive from thy divine witdom ; at id I who am but duſt and 
ales, have the boldnels to Dreſume that I can do any thing, When 
Jam Ieparated trom thee! Thou vouchlafeſt to caſt thy eyes upon 
me, though thou haſt fo many holy and faithful ſervants ; and! 
withdraw from thy amiable conduct, to follow my own will. 


III. Blind, focliſh, and wretched that Tam! I faney that 1 knox 
every thing chat belongs to me, and 1 do not to much as fee the 
evils that ſurround me, nor the incapacity L am in of Knowing my- 
ſelf without thee, who art He /ight of my eyes. Without thee my 
felt love blinds me in all dungs that concern me; and 1 neither pet- 
ceive the evil wherewith 1 am threatened, nor that which 1 do t0 
mylclt. * 20w how to convert good into evil; but J know nd 
how to draw good from evil. I am capable af falling, and incapable 
of 1 again. I can throw mylelf into temptation, danger, ad 
the abyis of nl 1 ; but cannot get out from thence. ] kno# 
how to pervert thy favour, aid to re nder unpro:itable all the bleſſing 


thou graateſt me; and thereby I becoine weak, without as f 
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help, infupportable to myſelf, oppreſſed with thoſe evils wherein I 
have voluntarily engaged myſelf; but cannot return to thee, unless 
thou breakeſt my bonds, preventeſt me, and draweſt me; and yt 
| always preſume much on mylelt. | 


am afraid to reſign myſelf to thee ; 1 would have theg to con- 
duct me according to my own weg views, and do not attuſt my elf 
tn the coꝛaduct of thy providence. O deplorabie blindneſs! O in- 
compretentible miſery }, I walk as a blind man; I. govern myſelf 
as ore that is ſenſeleſs: I will and I wil. not, as the flurgard, 
(Prov. Xt. 4.) I let myteif be dgjected with the leaſt contra- 
di&tion, as a man without courage; 1 conmurt inytelt wit 


nout reaſon, 
x a child; and I cannot fubmit myſelf to tee, 25 a rational perſon 
ought to do. 


Pardon me theſe follies, O father of mercies ! and do always thy 
own will, and not mine. It belongs to you, O paternal bowels ! 
to bear with this ungrateful fon, aud to heal him. Treat me not, 
0 God! according to my unworthine!s, but according to thy love. 
Thou governeſt me always with wirdom and goodneſs, and chanceſt 
al my miſeries into bleſiings. The lofſes, temptations, and adver- 
fires which befal me, become in thy hands a ſource of graces, which 
thou deſigneſt to grant me; and thou often conducteit me to my 
happineſs, by the very way wherein I think myſelf loſt. 


Thou ſeeft all my wants, becauſe thou art a God infinitely wiſe. 
Thou deſigneſt me all torts of bleſſings, becauſe thou art a moſt 
amiable father. Thou aſſuageſt ail my pains, becaute thou art a 
perfect comforter. Thou healeſt all my evils, becaule thou art the 
— phyſician; and ſtill I do not entirely reſign myſelf to 
hee! 


IV. O divine Jeſus! O true father of my foul! have no longer 
regard to this rebellious will, and the enemy of its own good. Let 
tune be done at all times, in all places, and in all things. I make 
2 lacrifice this day with all my heart of my will to thine. Conduct 
me, O God! when I ſtray ; call me back, when I depart from 
thee; ſtop me, when I fly from thee; and embrace me, when I 
ſeek thee, Treat me, O Lord! according to thy always unright, 
aways holy, and always merciful will: and judge me not according 
to mine, which is ſo feeble and inconſtant. Thou tceit how liberal 
lam in promiſing, and how faithleſs in perform ag: :upp!y by thy 
lore what is wanting in me. 


U chuſe rather to live by thy will in chaing in the power of my 
enemies, abandoned, afflicted, and perſecuted, than to be free and 
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happy by my own choice. One ſingle moment of thy divine com. 
munications can render the bittereſt things ſweet to me; and by thy 
light the moſt difficult ways become the ſtraiteſt and moſt certain. 
Thus, O Lord! it it be not advantageous for me to remain in joy, 
and to ſerve thee full in peace, diſturb, in what manner thou pleaſeſt, 
the repoſe and ſerenity of my life: but hold me continually in thy 
hand, and never permit my will to be done to the prejudice of 
thine. 


O moſt ſacred mother, and faithful handmaid of God! you who 
in that time of forrow offered yourſelf to the eternal father to ſuffer 
with your ſon and his; and who wert always conformable to his will 
in all things, notwithſtanding all the affection of your maternal 

heart; obtain that this truth may be imprinted ſo deep in my foul, 
that I may never will any thing but what God ſhall will. Aſſiſt me, 
ye bleſſed ipirits ! and obtain for me of this divine Saviour, that my 
will may not be accompliſhed on earth, but his; as you accompliſh 
it in heaven, Amen. 


XXVII. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


The treaſon of Judas. 
HILST Chrift, after his laſt ſupper, was teaching his diſ- 


ciples a+ moſt heavenly doctrine, and was making them a 
diſcourſe full of love and tenderneſs towards them, whilſt he prayed 
in the garden, and was there bathed in a ſweat of blood; Judas 
that falle friend, thought of nothing but how to put in execution 
the reſolution he had taken of betraying him. Our Saviour was 
pleaſed to ſuffer this bad treatment from a man to whom he had 
given ſo many marks of friendſhip; and as he could not ſubject 


himſelf to all the pains to which we are expoſed, becauſe many of 


them were inconſiſtent with the dignity of his perſon, he made choice 
of thoſe that were felt in the molt lively manner; ſuch as treaſon, 
and falſe friendſhip. As there is no ſweeter pleaſure to a heart, than 
what procceds from a ſincere friendſhip; to abuſe it againſt a friend, 
is to wound him in the moſt ſenſible part. The holy ſcripture 
reckons among the great bleſſings of lite, the, happineſs of having 
found a faithful friend. / faithful friend, ſays the wile man, 1s 4 
erung defence : aud be that hat found him, hath found 6 ry” 1 

a faul. 


XXVII. Suffering of Chriſt. * 


p faithful friend there is no compariſun ; and there is no poiſe of old and 
leer able to countervail the goodneſs of his fidelity. (Ecclul. vi. 14, 


15.) 


The word of God alſo repreſents betrayed friendſhip as a great 
dlanity, eſpecially when it brings upon a friend (which is but too 
common) a public reproach, and a confiderable prejudice, by diſco- 
yering his ſecret; becauſe my friend, being another myſelf, from 
whom J have hid nothing, and to whom I communicate, without 
reſerve, whatever befals me, whether troubleſome or agreeable ; i 
he happens to join my enemies ; if he diſcovers to them what he 
knows of me; and if he makes uſe of my confidence in him, for 
&:ſtroying me; can I, without an extraordinary-help of the divine 
grace, diiſemble ſo black a perfidy ? This is fo ſenſible to nature, 
trat he who luifers it without complaining, and fincere]y pardons it, 
ought to pals for a miracle of patience. 


Some great doctors think, that this pain is the angel of Satan, 
whereof St. Paul Ipeaks, when he ſays; (2 Cor. xii. 7.) There was 
given me a fling of my fleſh, 4 meſſen ger of Satan, to buffet me; and 
that he thereby underſtands his falie brethren, whom the devil raiſed 
up to torment him, to oppoſe his doctrine, and to weaken his 
authority, This perſecution affected him fo ſenſibly, that he begged 
of God ſeveral times to be delivered from it: he could not obtain 
the end of his affliction, but he obtained the grace of bearing it 
patently, 


II. What Chriſt ſuffered on this ſubje& is without example. I 
ſay nothing here of the falſhood of the Phariſees, who, by inviting 
lum to eat, praiſing him, and treating him with all the exterior 
marks of reſpect and veneration, endeavoured to ſurpriſe him in his 
words, and to lay ſnares for his deſtruction, although he had never 
done any thing but good to them. But that, among the diſciples 
whom he had choſen to be the pillars of his church, whom he had 
heaped his favours upon, and whom he regarded as his intimate 
Incnds, and moſt faithful confidents, there ſhould be found one 
tat betrayed him, fold him, and delivered him up to his enenues, 
> what ought to be particularly conſidered. 


Some days before, Judas ſeeing Magdalen pour a precious oint- 
ment on our Saviour's head, murmured openly thereat, becauſe he 
lad it might have been old for three hundred pence and given to the 
fur; not that he cared for the poor, as the evangeliſt adds, but becauſe 
be was @ thief, and having the purſe, carried the things that were put 
"7 it (John xii. 5, 6.) And thus, to make up the loſs he ſuſ- 
ned thereby, he reſolved to fell Chriſt to the Jews, who fought. 

10 
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te-apprehend him: and without caring whether our Saviour ſhouls 
perith in their hands, or eſcape from thence by a miracle; that ny. 
ſerable wretch thought of nothing, but how to ſatisfy his avarice. 


It is even probable, that in order to juſtify ſo black an aftian 
before the Jews, he ſpoke a great deal of ill of his maſter to them; 
as, that in preaching up the contempt of the world and riches, he 
eat witli the rich and worldlings ; that he uſed precious perfumes; 
that he was often with ſinners ; and ſuch other things as his malice 
ſuggeited to him, and were conformable to the ſentiments of tho 
to whom he ſpoke. Afterwards he offered to deliver him into thei 
hands without any noiſe. The Jews accepted the offer, praifed hi 
zeal for the public good, and promiſed him thirty pieces of filver, 
according to theſe words of the prophet Zachary ; they took thiry 
Pieces of filver, the price of him that was valued of the children of 
Jiracl. (Matt. xxvii. 9.) | | 


III. After this baſe treaty, Judas adviſed them to be in readineſs; 
but not to ſtir till he returned to them. He acquainted them with 
the time and place, where the Lord was accuſtomed to retire alone 
to pray. Afterwards he went and fat down at table with him; and 
our Lord having faid, that he ſhould be betrayed that night by one 
of his diſciples, Judas, though he knew himſelf guilty, ceaſed not 
to aſł with the reſt, who that traitor was; he permitted our Saviour 
to waſh his feet, and heard his heavenly doctrine. In that ſtate he 
received the body and blood of his maſter, with the ſacerdotal dig 
nity: and that meck Lamb diſtinguiſhed him not from others in the 
communication of, ſo many bleſſings. But ſeeing the obſtinacy of 
that heart was not ſbſtened by all thoſe marks of tenderneſs, and 
ſuffering beſides the delay of his paſſion with pain, he ſaid to him: 
What thcu art doing, do quickly, (John xiti. 27.) The other diſci- 
ples imagined, that Chriſt had ſent him ſome whither; and Juda 
departed immediately, and went to accompliſh his perfidy. 


David being perſecuted and betrayed by his ſon Mſalom, expreſſes 
in a very affecting manner, how ſenſibly our Lord feit the treacher) 
of his apoſtle: for if my enemy, ſays he, bad reviled me, I would 
verily have berne it; and if he that hated me, had ſpoken great things 
againſs me, I would perhaps have hid myjelf from him. But thou a 12 
of one mind; my guide, ani my familiar; who tockeſt ſweetmeats togero 
with me, in the houſe cf God we walked with conſent, (I. liv. 1 3. 
In fine, it is ſufficient to mention here, for ſhewing how great 
Chriſt's achiction was on this occaſion, that he who ſuffered ſuch 
great torments afterwards without complaint, complained of thus 
to his diſciples, and to Jucas Hhimſelf. | 
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IV. Our Saviour's paſſion began by this infidelity, which pierced 
bim to the heart, whereby he gave us wonderful examples of pa- 
rence and meekneſs. Would to God that Judas had been the 
only perſon that betrayed his matter: but alas E that perfidious 
apoſtle has an infinite number of followers. Mie ſtill fell Chriſt 
duly, and throw away his grace and friendſhip for the pleaſures of 
a moment, and tor a bubble of worldly glory. Though he is not 
veto ſo ſenſible of this unworthy preference, yet it is certain, that 
he was moſt ſenſible of it hen; and that whilſt Judas betrayed him, 
his divine Wiſdom forelaw all thoſe faiſe brethren and prevaricating 
chriſtians, who were to riſe up againſt him in his church, for whom 
nevertheleſs he was going to ſuffer death. His friendſhip changes 
not in regard of us, and our infidelity towards hun increates 


daily. 


Now, if we think we have no ſuch perfidy to reproach ourſelyes . 


with, let every one of us at leaſt enter into himſelt, to ſee whether 
we have as much zeal for the glory of God, as paſſion for worldly 


honours ; whether the divine love has given us a diſguſt of human 
engagements; and whether we-renounce our own will, that we may 


be faithful to Chriſt. If we knew the depth of our corruption, we 
ſou'd find ourſelves much fuller of the ſpirit of Judas than we 
imagine; and perhaps ſhould have no lels reaſon to hate ourlelves, 
than to abhor him. 


If we conſider how often we have entered into our Lord's temple, 
loaded with a thoutand fins that we have committed againſt him; 
how many times we have bowed the knee before him, calling him 
our father, king, and friend, though our hearts were very far from 
him; how long we have remained in his houte, maintaining a cor- 
relpondence againſt him and his law, with the devil, the worid, and 
the fleth, which are his enenues; on how many occaſions we have 
broke our words, after {wearing to him an inviolable fidelity; we 
cannot doubt but that he may juſtiy look upon us as falſe friends, 
and real prevaricators. 


V. But it was not only for our inſtruction, and for expiating our 
infidelities, that our Saviour was pleaicd to ſuffer that of his diſciple; 
but alſo for the comtort of his fa:tztul ſervants, who have ſuch fre- 
quent occations of ſuſtering the like perſecutions from their falſe 
tends, when they are deſitous of ſerving God {incerely. For they 
are thez thought to be capricious and ſantaſtical; they are accuted 
ot hypocriſy and ſingularity; their ſmalleſt fauits are exaggerated, 
and their moſt innocent actions are miſreprelented; their zeal is 
treated as paſſion and imprudence; their fear of offending God as 


Kruple and meanneſs of ſpirit ; and their retraining of company, 
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as incivility and melancholy. In fine, every thing they tranſa& i; 
turned into poiſon; and their own yirtues are made uſe of for pr 
ſecuting them. 


God alone knows how ſenſible this kind of pain ĩs to his ſervant, 
and the want they are en in of his aſſiſtance. For they find them. 
ſelves forſaken by their friends, and have no longer any human con. 
ſolation; becauſe their conduct is ſincere, and they neither ſeek 
protection for defending themſelves, nor artifice for preventing the 
evils that may be done them; but endeavour, with a ſincere charity, 
to win t01- who are contriving their ruin, chuſing always rather to 
lament in ſilence, and to ſuffer injultice, than to repel it. 


Chriſt Shen ſaw his friends, and ſhewed them at the ſame time by 
his example, how they ought to overcome evil by good ; and elevating 
themſelves above human friendſhips, to fix their whole affection on 
him, by whom friends are loved with purity, enemies with charity, 
and falſe friends are ſuffered with patience and forbearance. A 
man that is ſo happy as to reliſh theſe truths, and to receive all 
theſe afflictions from the hand of God, finds in him his peace and 
comfort, 


CNT EMPLATION t 
ch 

On Chrift bearing Judas's treachery. 0 

an 


HOU haſt then been pleaſed to experience, O love of my 
heart! how ſevere a croſs an unfaithful friend is. Thou 
receivedſt Judas at thy table, heapedſt thy favours upon him, and, d 


as a ſincere friend, cammunicatedſt thy moſt private thoughts to 10 
him, even when he had his heart full of gall, and had conceived te 
the deſign of delivering thee up to thy enemies. O divine wiſdom: W 
who knewelt the ſoul of that perfidious wretch, how couldſt thou E 


look favourably upon him, in the midſt of thy other diſciples, who U 
loved thee ſincereſy? Thou waſheſt his feet, imparteſt to him thy WM = 
divine prieſt- hood, giveſt him thy body and blood, and overlookelt ta 
his pertidy, in order to ſpare him the confuſion thereof. 


Behold: how thou behaveſt, O divine Jeſus ! Behold what the i 
conſtancy of thy friendſhip is! Thou feeſt our treacheries, and {till t 
ſeekelt us, drawing us by the chains of thy charity, gaining us by , 
thy benefits, and endeavouring to mollify the obduracy of our hearts, i 


by 
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by the unction of thy grace. What advantage canſt thou reap from 
our friendſhip, to ſeek, with ſo much care, even after thoſe who 
betray thee? But it is the property of thy love, O my God! never 
io be diſccuraged, and to purſue us when we fly from thee. 


II. Though thou alone deſerveſt to be loved, O my glory and 
ſovereign good! thou wouldſt teſtifſy thy love to me, by ſuffering 
o ſenlible a pain as that which proceeds from falle friendſhip ; that 
if ever I ſhould happen to be in the like circumſcance, I might find 
in thee a ſolid conſolation. That thou won;dft ſtill endure this 
contradiction, I am not ſurpriſed, O Lord! it is an effect of thy 
infinice charity. What altoniſhes me, is, that a heart which has 
treated with thee, heard thy word, taſted thy ſweeineſs, and is 
ſeplenihed with thy bleſſings, can want fidelity to thee. 


hy converſation gains ſouls ; thy love charms hearts; thy exam- 
ple regulates life; thy word teacheth all tiuth; thy providence 
provides for all our wants; and thy goodneſs mitigates all our 
ub urs. Nothing is better known than thy liberality, truth, and 
the fidelity of thy love; and yet there is a heart that is unfaithful to 
thee; a diſciple that betrays thee ; and a man loaded with thy be- 
cfits, that delivers thee up to thy enemies. 


We cannot be ſecure but by being ſtriftly united to thee, O thou 
refuge of ray ſoul ! and the more ſingular thy favours are, the more 
dangerous are relapſes when we withdraw from thee. I ſow comes 
it ten that I do not tremble, that I am not afraid of mytelf, and 
that I do not implore thy mercy every moinent, when I find in my- 
(lf that ſame corrupt nature, which was abie to produce fo horrid 
an ingratitude, and ſo black a pertidy ! | 


vi 

Ju Support me with thy omnipotent hand, O infinite goodneſs ! If 
, the devil perſuaded one of thy apoſtles, in thy pretence, to commit 
o great an excels, what ſecurity can I promiſe myſelf? If St. Peter 
d renounced thee, for having had too much confidence in himſelf, 


what ſhall become of me, if thou fortifieſt not my weaknef ? 


Humble me, O Lord! and keep me near thee: for alas! without 
10 thee I ſhall remain ſuch as I am, always capable of abandoning ' 
y and loſing thee. I am never more ready to betray thee, and to be 
it taitaleſs to thy love and grace, than when I think myſelf in tafery. 


III. I look upon the perfidious Judas with aſtoniſhment and 


e indignation, who made fo little account of loſing thee, that he be- 
ll WF fared thee without ſhame, by a teſtimony of affection, and preferred 


y a baſe intereſt ro thee, O my Saviour ! in whom are hidden all the 


„ares of wiſdom and knowledge (Coloſ. ii. 3.) But I do not 
y conſider 
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conſider myſelf. How many times have I concealed a 

heart under the appearances of piety ? How many times hare] 
abuſed thy benefits for {ſatisfying my paſſions? How many ting 
have I thrown away thy graces for earthly pleaſures ? How mary 
times have I preferred the favour of men to thy divine entertain. 
ments? How many times have I ſold thee for things of no value 
without hearkening to thy inſpirations, haviag regard to thy lay 
or being touched with thy bounties ? Pardon me, O infinite mercy] 
my patlt infidelities, and the little confuſion I have for them at pre. 
ſent; and never permit me to fall therein again. Haſt thou ng 
too many like Judas, O my God! without my being alſo the com- 
panion of his perfidy ? 


IV. I caſt myſelf at thy feet, O my Saviour and maſter! ] 
acknowledge before thee, how unfaithful I -have been to thee, 
Sansfy thytelf, O father juſtly provoked! - puniſh this pertidiou 
wretch as thou pleaſeſt; but permit me not to loſe thy love, 2 
Judas did, fince I return to thee. Remember, O Lord! what 
thou didſt for ſoftening the hardened heart of thy apoſtle, hoy 
thou labouredſt, though all in vain, for bringing him back again; 
and how greatly thou waſt concerned at his loſs. Have the ſame 
love for me as thou expreſſedſt for him, ſince thou haſt the ſame 
for all finners ; and make my heart ſenfible of it this very moment, 
in which I confeſs my infidelities before thee, and ſubmit to all the 
ſatisfactions thou ſhalt require of me. | 


I can no longer bear the ſtate I am in. I have been too long 
unfaithful to thee. Change me, O Lord] make of me what thou 
pleaſeſt, provided thou receiveſt me into thy friendſhip. If I hae 
been one of thoſe that betrayed thee, let me be naw of the number 
of thoſe that love thee ſincerely. The triumph of thy love i to 
render ſinners ſaints, and traitors faithful. Convert me therefore, 
O divine love! and grant I may be faithful to thee until death. 


V. But why, O king of glory! didſt thou permit Judas to {ell 
thee as a ſlave? Why didſt thou give him power to treat thee will 
io much indignity? O goodneſs! O love! Thus it is thou dealett 
O ſweet Jeſus! thou giveſt thyſelf without reſerve ; and when thou 
haſt once given thyſelf to a foul, it treats thee as it pleaſes. Un- 
happy is the man who thus abuſes thy love! happy is he, on the 
contiary, who embraces, thee, poſſeſſes thee, and regards thee 2 
his treature, 


If thou kneweſt, O faithleſs diſciple! the worth of him whom 
thou ſelleſt, and the immenſe riches which he poſſeſſes, thou 


wouldſt have fold thyſelf to have bought him; but if 775 art 
| relolꝰe 
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loved to ſell him, fell him to me, I will buy him at the price of 
eery thing J have, and of every thing I am. The Jets ſhall not 
abe him from me, I will hide him in my foul, there to ſerve and 
adore him. How is it, O my Saviour! that I haſten not with all 
my miglt to purchaſe thee, ſeeing thou art expoſed to ſale ? 


Thou wilt aot have me to poſſeſs any thing that is more my own 
than thyſelf, who art my only good. Thou art my father, brother, 
fiend, treaſure, and nouriſhment; and if I may preſume to fay 
i my ſlave: for in fine thou madeſt thyſelf a ſlave, for procuring 
me liberty; and thou waſt pleaſed to be mine, by all the titles 
which give a man right to any thing How nch am I 1n poſſeſſing 
thee, O my God! Thou alone art inſtead of all things ta me. 1 
receive thee therefore, O divine Jeſus! as my happineſs, embrace 
thee as my treaſure, and deſire that for the future thou mayeſt be all 
ny beatitude, renouncing for thee every thing chat is not thee, 


What does he deſire for whom thou art not ſufficient, O thou 
tf of my foul ! is it poſſible for him to ſind any thing that can 
atify him! The ſoul that delights not in thee, and that ſeeks qut 
of thee wherewith to fatisfy itlelt, is eicher very ſick, or already 
dead. With thee I am rich, without thee I am poor; with thee I 
im repleniched with every thing chat 1s good, without thee I am in 
want of every thing. Come into my heart, O divine Jeſus! that 
may loye thee, poſſeſs thee, and never tortake thee more. Reign 
thou in me, and may I live in thee, O my happinets, my love, my 
jor, and my beatitude ! | 


VI. Thou knoweſt, O faithful friend of my ſoul! how the too 
great attachment we have for our friends, weakens our love of thee, 
tops thy communications and moſt ſecret inſpirations: and becauſe 
thou art deſirous of being the only friend of our fouls, thou per- 
mitteſt them when they return to thee, to experience immediately 
the inconſtancy and infidelity of human friendſhips. Thou knoweſt 
now ſenſible this pain is, and art not ignorant of the pleaſure we 
enjoy in the confidence of a faithful friend. Thou commandeſt me 
therefore to be faithful in regard of all, but to be fixed to none but 
ice; and to place in thee alone my hope, my conitort, and all the 
pleaſure of my life. I defire it, O my God! with all my heart! 
but {ince thou haſt ſuffered for my love the treachery of a perfidious 
end, give me ſtrength to bear patiently whatever befals me of the 
le; and grant that I may never allo my ſelf to be either too much 
delighted with the affection of men, or dejected by their intidelity. 


VII. If it be thy will that they ſhould hate and perſecuta me, 
kt thy <will be done : grant only that I may alſo have the fame will. 


Pallets 


* 
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Poſſeſs my heart, ſhew me thy countenance, and fill me with iy 
love. Teach me not to complain, nor take revenge; but to do 
good for evil, to treat even thoſe as my friends who are unfaithfi * 
to me; in a word, to be like thee, and to wiſh for nothing more, be 
How dare I complain of my friends? How can I deſire, O m 
God! that every one ſhould love me, and that none ſhould fail in 
the ſtricteſt duties of friendſhip towards me, when J behold thee | 
receiving him at thy table who betrayed thee, and calling him thy Ws 
friend, even when he delivers thee up to thy enemies ? ext 
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O thou faithful friend of my ſoul! there is only thy friendſhip that Me 
is ſolid, conſtant, and true; and I give up every thing elſe without Mg 
regret for meriting it. Pluck from my heart all love and hatred Wl: 
that hinders me from converiing with thee. Open my interior eyes 
O divine light! and ſhew me the happy ſtate of a ſoul that is for- | 
gotten, deſpiſed, and perſecuted which far from all earthly affec- Mee 
tion, can find thee alone, love thee with full liberty, be intimately ne 
united to thee, and call thee with an entire confidence, my Father, Me 
my God, and my only love. Sweet moment! happy hour! wit Hue 
thou never come? O that I could ſpend my whole life in this love, Nin 
in this union, and in theſe embraces ! * 


1 . 
| 

. 
| 


— 


O Queen of angels, faithful Handmaid, ſincere Lover of our Wy: 
Saviour, Mother and Refuge of ſinners! obtain me the love of he 
your well-beloved Son, and deſtroy in me all other love. Bleſſed 
ſpirits! who live by the love of God, and love all things in God, | 
impart to me a ſhare of thoſe precious chains, which keep you for With: 


ever bound to him. Amen. bs 
the 

wh 

- vie 

ON 

Wh 

XXVIII. SUFFERING of CHRIST. laly 

Alis being ſeized in the garden of Olives, 


HF. firlt effect of Judas's treachery, was the ſeizing of out Wc 
Saviour in the garden of Olives. That traitor having now con 
loit all ſhame, appeared at the head of the ſoldiers, as the chief in br. 
that undertaking. We mult not wonder that an apoſtle, who had WW 
forlaken God, was fallen in a ſhort time into ſuch great exceſs: ſince Bil ws 
experience teaches us, that there are no men more wicked than thole Wl tin 
who after having been enlightened, have abandoned the purity of Wn: 
the faith, and the perfection of an evangelic life. When they have 
once deſpiſed the houſe of God, and ſhaken off the Lord's om 
ef 
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they no longer obſerve any meaſures; and diſguſted at the fountain 
of living waters, they go to drink with an inſatiable greedineſs in 
the poiſoned rivers of the fleſh and the world; and we might rather 
de much more ſurpriſed at the crimes they do not commit, than at 


thoſe they do. 


Thus it was that Judas, after having ſhut his eyes to the divine 
ſeht, and his ears againſt the words of eternal life, after having 
extinguiſhed the love of God in his heart, delivered himſelf up to 
the devil, and became in a few hours, from an apoſtle of Chriſt, 
the leader of thoſe who ſought to put him to death. He even ad- 


eſcape from them. 


Il, As he knew our Saviour was accuſtomed to retire in the 
evenings into the garden of Gethſemani, and there alone to ſpend the 
night in prayer, he judged that the time and place were proper for 
the execution of his deſign. He therefore went. ſecretly out of 


vt ae town with ſome Phariſees, and a great number of armed ſoldiers; 
We, W:nd becauſe he foreſaw that all precautions, and force itſelf would 


de unavailable, if Chriſt did not vouchſafe to allow himſelf to be 
taken, he put them in mind that he ſhould be diſcharged from his 
ur Wi promiſe, provided he delivered him into their hands, whatever 
of WW ſhould happen afterwards, | 


0d, But there was alſo another inconvenience to be feared ; it was 

ior that many among them knew not Chriſt, and that even thoſe who 
knew him, might be miſtaken in the dark; ſo he walked before 
them, telling them that the man whom he ſhould kiſs, was he 
whom they were to ſeize. Behold what were Judas's thoughts and 
neus, whilſt that meek Lamb, with his eyes bathed in tears, quite 
overed with a bloody ſweat, and burning with love even for him 
who betrayed him, was treating with his eternal Father about the 
vation and remedy of mankind. 


III. Our Saviour ſeeing that his hour was come, and that he was 
going to fall into the hands of ſinners, was pleaſed to give his dif- 


u cles, who were not far from thence, an illuſtrious example of the 
 Wotancy wherewith they were one day to ſuffer great labours for his 
n bee, and of the ſubmiſſion they ought to have to the orders of God, 
ad bon difficult ſoever they might appear to them. Thus without 
* Waiting for Judas and the ſoldiers, whom that traitor brought with 


? lim, Jeſus went to meet them with an undaunted countenance, 
0 ud alked them mn they fought for. 


Although 


ried them to lead lum away with great precaution, leſt he ſhould 
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Although he had reſolved to let himſelf be taken, he judged ti 
it was neceſſary firſt to manifelt his divine power to his apoſtles, J 
weak in faith, and by them to teach the whole world, that huny 
malice could not prevail againſt him F i/eif; that he was {af 
bound by the chains of his charity, than by thoſe of his enemig. 
and that his paſſion was the effect of his love, rather than of d. 
violence of men, 


In fine, to render thoſe inexcuſable that were come to appreked 
him, to force them to own the weakneſs of their endeavour, 1 
induce them to acknowledge the crime they committed, and 
repent thereof; when they had ſaid they ſought Jeſus of Nazar 
he anſwered them, I am he, And theſe words were ſo powerty 
that Judas, the Phariſees, the ſoldiers, and the officers of juſtia 
were overthrown thereby, as if they had been ſtruck down by. 
thunderbolt. 


Chriſt might then have very well retired, if he had pleaſed, 
have ſtill wrought ſome other miracle; but being content wit 
having made them feel his power, he permitted them to riſe again 
and after having a ſecond time aſked them whem they ſought, an 
anſwered them that he was the man, he forbad them to touch an 
of his apoſtles; and that divine ſhepherd, even in the midſt of h 
own danger, did not abandon the care of his flock. So that i 
deed the apoſties received no bad treatment; they were not fo mu 
as threatened to be ſeized; which ought to appear extraordinan 
on ſuch an occaſion, But none can hurt thoſe whom our Ln 
preſerves. | 


IV. Neither did Chriſt permit them to load him with chains | 
ſoon ; he would firſt ſpeak, with his ordinary mecknels, to tif 
chief of the Phariſees and the prieſts, whom he ſaw mixed with ti 
foldiers, in an action ſo unworthy of their character. He aſks 
them why they came to take him in the night-time, as a thief, wi 
ſwords and clubs, ſince he had been daily in the temple, where! 
taught publicly. They knew not what anſwer to make our Saviou 
neither durlt they lay hands upon him: when Malckus, a domeli 
of the high prieſt, having advanced with more boldneſs than the rel 
Peter aſked Chriſt's permiſſion to make uſe of the ſword, and wit 
out waiting for an anſwer, ſtruck Malchus, and cut off his ng 
ear; but our Saviour immediately reſtored it to him, and tors: 
Peter to ute violence, 


Shall I not drink the cup, ſays he, ( Jobn xvii. 2.) <which my father bs 
given me? How then ſhall the ſcriptures be fulfilled, (Matt. xxvl. 5+ 
and what ſhajl become of mankiad, if I redeem them not by " 


A 
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tath? Put up thy ſword into its place, and remember that all thoſe 
abo dale the fewerd, ſhall periſh Ly the froord (52.) If I were willing 
to employ any external power for my defence, tbinteſ thou that 7 
amt aſe my Father, and he will preſently give me more than twelve 
Hie of angels? (53.) Then Peter retired, and all the other diſ- 
cles fled. This flight was not only an effect of their weak neſs; 
but alſo a diſpoſition of the eternal counſel, which had decreed 
that Chriſt ſnould ſuffer alone. 


Then turning towards the Phariſees, he permitted them to do 
what they would, by ſaying to them; this is your hour, and the 
er of darkneſs (Luce xxii. 53.) And immediately Judas coming up to 
%us, ſaid ; hail Rabbi: and kifſed him (Matt. xxvi. 49.) Thus it 
vas that friends were accuſtomed to ſalute one another in Paleſtine ; 
2nd our Saviour having received this traitor into the number of his 
diſciples, rejected him not; but ſaid to him with his ordinary good- 
refs; friend, what art thou ceme for? (Matt. xxvi, 50.) Is it with 
% that thou betrayeſt the ſon of man, and makelt uſe of this teſ- 
imony of friendſhip for delivering him up to his enemies? (Luke 
Mi. 48.) 


I is difficult to ſay here which of the two is moſt admirable, 
whether the obduracy of the human heart, when it has once for- 
fiken God, and become obſtinate in fin; or the mildneſs and ten- 
Cernets of our Lord, even towards thoſe to whom he foreſees it 
vill be unprofitable. But it is alſo a great ſubject of fear and hu- 
mihation to us; fince as we are all deſcended from the ſame maſs of 
crruption, fo we ate capable of the ſame infidelity. 


7udrs did not relent at theſe words ſo full of ſweetneſs; and the 
7-07þ miniſters who only waited for that ſignal, flew furiouſly upon 
that innocent Lamb, beat him unmercifully, trampled him under 
bot, and tied his hands cloſe behind his back; ſaying to him a 
thouſand infurious things, calling him impoſtor, magician, one 
poßſeſſed with the devil, a ſeducer of the people, and making hun 
lufer many other indignities, which their rage ſuggeſted to them, 
and which it is eaſy to imagine. 


They dragged him afterwards in a moſt violent manner, to the 
bigli prieſt's houſe, diſcharging againſt him, without any madera- 
ton, all the hatred they had preſerved ſo long in their hearts, though 
he made no reſiſtance againſt them. For that divine Lamb, amongſt 
all theſe bad treatments, opened not his mouth to complain; and 
val he was worried in the midſt of thoſe wolves thirſting after his 
bod, his heart was in heaven. By continual groans, he begged 
darch of his father tor finners, and offered unto him all the —_— 
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he endured for them. Nothing diſturbed the ſerenity of his fo, 


He that trembled before the engagement, and was ſorrowful unto 
death, drew new ſtrength from the wounds he received in fighting 
being more violently urged than ever with the deſire of accomplif. 
ing his ſacrifice, 


V. Pious perſons may here find, as well as in the other myſteris 
of our Saviour's paſſion, ample matter for contemplation ; not only 
in conſidering his exterior ſufferings ; but much more ſtill, by 
entering into his interior ſentiments. And even thoſe who conſider 
only the outward appearance of theſe myſteries, reap notwithſtand- 
ing great advantage from thence ; becauſe their ſouls always find a 
moſt ſolid nouriſhment therein. But he that can enter into the hyls 
of the rock, and diſcover the infinite riches of that amorous hear, 
is ſo ſurpriſed, changed, and tranſported, that he no longer knows 
himſelf ; and he experiences with an ineffable ſweetneſs, that thoſe 
divine hands, which he beholds ſo cloſely tied with cords, diſtil myrth 
abundantly. 


But if we do not yet comprehend the treaſures that are contained 
in Chriſt's captivity ; let us at leaſt compare our life with his, and 
his innocency with our fins. Let us conſider what he ſuffers, and 
what we have deſerved ; and we ſhall find, that though, in order 
to pardon us ſo many crimes, he ſhould require of us the like pu- 
niſhments, we ſhould ſtill have reaſon to bleſs his mercies for ever, 
What ought then to be our gratitude and love, when we ſee the ſon 
of God drawing upon himſelf all the fury of his enemies, to pre- 
ſerve his diſciples from it; being unable to ſuffer the leaſt of his 
ſervants to be ill treated; and taking upon himſelf all our chains 
in order to ſecure us an entire freedom. 


Are we not very miſerable, if inſtead of keeping our ſenſes and 
hearts ſubject to his law, inſtead of loving our bonds, and reliſhing 
the happineſs of ſo ſweet a captivity, we break the yoke he pus 
upon us, without conſidering that by following the licentioulae!s 
of our own deſires, and abandoning ourſelves to a criminal liber 
we load Chriſt with chains, without compariſon more ſevere that 
thoſe wherewith the Jews ſettered him, and engage ourſelves in a 
eternal ſlavery. 


cox 
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CONTEMPLATION 
On Chriſt ſeized in the garden of Olives. 


T7 HO is the man that preſumes to ſeize thee? Who can bind 

thy infinite power, O King of glory? Is it poſlible that 
there ſhould be any hearts ſo barbarous as to treat a divine perſon 
with ſo much indignity ? Thy meekneſs, O my God! converts 


d. Hul; thy modeſty gains hearts; thy preſence charms the eyes and 
1, WT rninds of thoſe that behold thee; and thy benefits fill the whole 
i; cirth. How then can there be found any men fo ungrateful, cruel, 


and bold, as to lay hands upon the Lord's anointed, to oppreſs him 
with injuries, affronts, and chains, as a thief and malefactor! 


And thou, O life of my foul! not only doſt not fly, nor hide 
thyſelf; but goeſt to meet thy enemies, yieldeſt up thy ſacred body 
to them, and forbiddeſt thy diſciples to make any reſiſtance. By 
the touch of thy hand thou healeſt the wound of Malchus, who 
vas come to apprehend thee. Thou refuſeſt the aſſiſtance of angels, 
ſendeſt away thy apoſtles, and thinkeſt on nothing but the cup, 
which thy father has prepared for thee ; becauſe thou wilt be the 
model of our obedience, and the remedy of our evils. | 


Pu- 

ver. | 

ſon Be thou bleſſed and glorified eternally, O my hope and Salvation | 
e. After having prayed thy Father to remove that bitter cup from thee, 


obedience is ſo dear to thee, that thou willeſt nothing but what he 
ins ils. In ſpite of the reluctancies of nature, thou art wholly ready 
to ſuffer the torments, the mere thoughts of which occaſioned thee 
a mortal fear, and thou ſtill hideſt thy majeſty, that nothing may 
aud top the fury of thine enemies. 


m7 | IT. Diſcover to my ſoul, O ſplendor of eternal light! thoſe inte- 
nc or chains, which keep thee fo- cloſely bound to the will of thy 
ber, and to the love thou haſt for man. Without theſe inviſible 
han WY bonds, who could feize thee, or ill-treat thee, O my love! By 
u {cle bonds it is that thou art fettered, dragged, thrown on the 
ound, and expoſed to ſo many affronts. Why doſt thou not give 
me a ſhare of thoſe precious chains, O thou life of my foul ! why 
colt thou not bind me at leaſt interiorly, whilſt thou art chained for 
ne? If thou wilt ſuffer alone the captivity which I deſerve, permit 
ne not therefore to abuſe this dear-bought liberty, in order to com- 
Ngo chote crimes which I behold thee expiating. 


Vol. II. E III. I adore 
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III. I adore you, O divine hands! which are bound only to fets 
my enemies. I adore you, O precious chains which draw dorn 
upon me ſuch great bleffings. Alas! were it not much better fo 
me to be loaded with chains, than to be licentiouſly free, as I an ? 
O my God!. who beholdeſt my miſery, I beſeech thee by thy chains 
to deliver me from thoſe which keep me at a diſtance from thee. 


Pac mW ” rn... amd it a. Go 


L think myſelf free when nobody contaadifts. me: when every 
one loves me, eſteems me, and praiſes me; when I ſee, ay, and 
hear, what I will; when I have all my conveniencics; and when! 
do nothing but what pleaſes me. But alas! I am very much de- 
ceived, I am never a greater ſlave ; but am inſenſible of my layery: | 
for if in the midit of that licentiouſneſs, or at the end of thoke | 
pleaſures I have given way to, thou happeneſt to touch my heart by | 
ſome ſecret inſpiration; it I am willing to converſe with thee, 0 | 
my God! then it is I feel the weight of my chains, find myſelf | 
entangled with an infinite number of carnal bonds, which hinder | 
me from elevating myſelf to thee,. then I begin to know how [ 
was blinded by. my pattions, and that what appeared liberty to me | 
was. a real ſlavery. O holy chains! O divine hands! deliver me 
from that falſe liberty, or rather from that true ſlavery, which per. 
mits me not to follow and love thee. Is it poſſihle that I ſhould 
ever have looked upon that as a good, which made me loſe the 
ſevereign good? 


IV. Unhappy tune ! unfortunate hours! wherein I feemed free 
auly for doing ill, wherein I was always a ſlave to myſelf and never 
to thee, O my only deliverer! Will that never change? Wilt thou 
{till ſuffer long this ſubverſion of order? When. ſhall I behold my- 
lelf free from my paſſions, and a captive to thy love? When wilt 
thou break the bonds which keep me Lound to myſelf, and ſeparated 
trom thee ? 


O that I had never given my heart to any thing but to thee alone. 
But alas! not content with departing from thee, and. joining my- 
ſelf to creatures, by my diſorderly affections, I have bound thy 
lacred hands with cords much coarſer than thoſe wherewith the 
Jews pinioned thee. Thoſe are the fettered hands, O my Jeſus: 
which hold the devil a captive, break the chains of my vices, fub- 
ect my enemies to me, and are always open to do me good. Thou 
continually offereſt me thy graces, and I refuſe them; and pretet 
the falle pleaſures of the world to thy eternal riches. Thus I ſhut 
e thoſe liberal hands, and conſttain them to remain fo ; thou alt 
nolt fenſibly affected therewith, O my God! out of the affection 
u haſt for me, and I find myſelf deſtitute of all good, by m 
0 gratitude. v. You 
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V. You withdraw not from me, O divine hands! always full of 
mercy, how unworthy ſoever I am of your bleſſings, your liberality 
is {till infinitely greater than my unworthineſs. Thoſe chains which 
bind you, do not bind your power; make it appear on this ungrate- 
ful foul; ſince you were bound only to procure me liberty. To thee 
{ have lifted up my eyes, O my God! who dwelleſt in the heavens : 
lebeld as the eyes of ſervants are on the hands of their maſters; as the 

es of the handmaid on the hands of her miſtrej: : ſo are our eyes to our 
Lird God till he have mercy on us. (Plal. cxxil. 12.) 


Shut my eyes therefore, O ſacred hands! that they may no longer 
ke vanity. Guide my tongue, and all my ſenſes, that they may 
remain ſubject to thy law: reſtrain this diſtracted heart, that ĩt may 
not wander among creatures ; and 1t I have fled from thee hitherto, 
O Lord! I now return to thee. If I have groken thy yoke, if I have 
burſt thy bonds, and ſaid: I will not ſerve, (Jer. ii. 20.) I change 
my mind and language, and give myſelf wholly to thee, in the 
ſimplicity of my heart. Take me, bind me, and fetter me as thou 
pleaſeſt. The chains wherewith you ſhall load me, O divine hands! 
ſhall become a thouſand times tweeter to me than liberty. 


VI. I have ſinned but too long: I have done hitherto whatſoever 


1 would. It is time, O my God! that thou ſhouldit begin to do 


with me whatſoever thou wilt. O that I had never eſcaped out of 
thy hands! but thoſe divine hands have formed me, and they will 
not rejet me. Remember, O my God] that thoſe divine hands 
have taken me from duſt, to make me a living man, capable of 
knowing and loving thee. By them it is that I am what J am; and 
if there be any good in me, it is from them alone that I have it. 
Thou bateft nothing of thoſe things which thea haſt made. (W iſd. xi. 25.) 
May the ſame love which delivered thee up to thy enemies, deliver 
me from mine. Preſerve me, O Lord! purify me, reform thy 
work, leſt I ſhould deface it entirely. 


Thoſe pure ſouls, who by favour of thy git, contemplate on 
thee in this ſtate, find in the beauty of thy chains the mitigation of 
their ſlavery, and the hope of their liberty. It is true that I have 
rendered myſelf unworthy of theſe divine communications; but 
ater all I am no leſs thine when J have finned, than if 4 had never 
done ſo. Acknowledge then, O my God! the work of thy hands: 
lufer me not to ſpoil it; deliver me from myſelf; and fix me tor 
ever to thy law and ſervice, by the chains of thy love. 


VII. How eafily doſt thou ſubdue a heart, O divine love! When 
thou becomeſt ſeniible to it! How tv cetly doſt thou charm t, when 
thou diſcovereſt to it a ray of thy divine beauty! The faichful foul, 
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in this place of baniſhment, where it perceives. thee throws, 
the obſcurities of faith, elevates itſelf notwithſtanding above itſelf 
and above all the ties of the fleſh and the world, by the fecre 
ſweetneſs which thou cammunicateſt to it. 


Thou bindeſt it ſometimes ſo cloſely by the bonds of thy charity, 
that the cobole mon, even to his corporeal ſenſes, finds himſelf as it 
were transformed into thee ; becauſe thou employeſt every thing to 
draw the ſoul to thee. If it ſleeps, thou awakeſt it; it it reſts, thou 
occupieſt it; if it eats, thou depriveſt it of the reliſh of corpored 
food; if it converſes with men, thou makeft it retire within itſelf; 
chou keepeſt it wholly captive, depriveſt it of every thing, and for. 
biddeſt it every thing out of a holy jealouſy : and as thou giveſt 
thyſelf wholty to it, ſo thou wouldſt have it be wholly thine. I 
eſteems itſelf happy in its dependence, and free in its captivity; 
becauſe it lives in thee and by thee. 


Sweet captivity ! amiable chains ! why do you leave me at liberty? WW 
Thou drawelt to thee, and retaineſt in thee thoſe whom thou loveſt, Wi 
O divine love! thou bindeſt them, and ſtrippeſt them. They WW: 


carry a pure heart in a terreſtrial body, and thou changeſt them * 
entirely into thyſelf by the power of thy ſpirit. Can ke who is Wl” 
bound with thee deſire any other freedom? How much at large is . 
he ! how free is he! and. how content is he 


Thou knoweſt, O facred God of love! how precious thy chains 
are, and that the heart which ſighs after them, cannot expreſs what 
it feels. Be not reſerved in regard of me: for though thou ſhould{ 7 
give me all thou poſſeſſeſt without thytelf, thou wouldſt give me 
nothing of what 1 deſire; and if thou leaveſt me at liberty, thou 
puniſheſt me cruelly. Seize me therefore, bind me for ever, O my 
Jeſus, my love, and my all! 


VIII. But what doſt thou in thoſe fouls whom thou holdeſt 
captive, O divine love! Let him that experiences it. declare it, if 
he can! What 1 feel, is that my ſoul, when thou toucheſt tt, 
wiſhes for that happy ſtate wherein thou ſheweſt, in ſo admirable a 
manner, the power of thy grace in the weakneſs of our nature. 
When after having made thyſelf maſter of the facultics of the ſoul, \ 
thon happeneſt to hide thyſelf, and to withdraw the ſweetneſs of 
thy preſence, without ceaſing however to keep them bound, 


: \'SD why 
then can they neither contradict thee, nor deſire any comfort beſides BF. 
thee ; becaute their only conſolation is to ſuffer, and to reman . 

thus bound to thee. ely 
Ma 
How 
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How divine is this operation, O thou life and jove of my 
foul! Thoſe whom thou depriveſt thus of all interior conſolation, 
ae afraid of exterior coalolations: they ſhun their friends, preſume 
not to think of any creature, nor even to aſk thee to comfort them 
and they are capable of nothing but a willingneſs to drink thy CUP as 
chou didſt drink it. O how admirable is the manner after which 
thou reigneſt in thoſe hearts! they fry from conſolation, as others 
fr from pain; and they are afraid of being ſeparated from thee, 
when they are not ſtill on the croſs, as weak ſouls think themſelves 
abandoned, when they no longer feel the ſweetneſs of thy com- 
munications. 
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Thoſe whom thou haſt interiorly bound, are truly free; becauſe 
they will not poſſeſs thee but in ſuch a manner as thou art pleaſed 
w give thyſelf to them. As they find their repoſe only in thy 
god pleaſure, ſo they ſeek thee according to. thy will, and not ac- 
cording to their own: and defiring above all things to ſee thee 
rign in them with an abſolute power, they give themſelves to thee 
vithout any condition or reſerve. They deſire to be free, only 
that they may be always in readineſs to love and ſuffer, to enjoy 
thee and to part with thee, to poſle(s thee and to be deprived of 
thee, according to thy eternal deſigns : being men according to 
ature, but more than men in the works of thy grace and love. 
Amiable bonds! happy flavery! O that I were chained in that 


manner ! 


But if my miſery hinders me from being a ſlave to love, O my 
od! may I be ſo at leaſt to hope. Thou art, O my Jeſus! a 
cure haven; where being fatigued with the ſtorms of this world, 
J may find a ſweet retreat. Thou art true in thy promiſes, rich in 
mercies, liberal in thy graces, and conſtant in thy love. Seize 
ie, O Lord! bind me, and take me away with all my hopes. 
vy I always keep my eyes turned towards thee; may I advance 
mtnually towards thee ; may I ſigh only after thee, and may I 
nd reſt in nothing but thee alone, O my love! my life! and the 
a hope of my toul ! 


Moſt pure Virgin, you who have always been a captive to the 
F ve of Jeſus, and always free in him; obtain me the grace of 
eg his chains conſtantly, and of being eternally a ſlave to his 
e. Bleſſed ſpirits, who in the very abode of ſovereign freedom, 
* bound by the chains of an eternal love, break my chains, and 
aver my foul from ſhameful ſlavery under which it groans ; that 
„ MW icmain fixed to the divine beauty which ye behold. Amen. 
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ſiderable. For was it not a very great indignity, that the 80. 


thing but ſatisfying the hatred wherewith they were animated à galt 


XXIX. Sufering of Cirift. 


XXIX. SUFFERING of CHRIST, 
He is dragged before the tribunals of Jeruſalem. 


UR Lord being in the hands of his enemies, was pleaſed ty 
ſuffer all the pains he was capable of at that time: that of 
feeing himſelf ignominiouſly dragged before the ſeveral tribunal 
of his unjuſt and exaſperated judges, was none of the leaſt con. 


vereign Judge of the living and dead, ſhould appear before crimi. 
nal men; and that the maſter of the univerſe ſhould be ſubjeR to 
the judgment of his creatures? without being alſo dragged from 
one tribunal to another, abandoned to all the hatred and injuſtice 
of his declared enemies? 


Can we confider, without aſtoniſhment, the only Son of God. 
the Son of juſtice, and holineſs itfeit, before whom all natur 
trembles, at whoſe voice the graves give up their dead, the de. 
vils depart from the poſſeſſed, and the raging ſeas become calm; 
whom the leproſy, and all diſeaſes, heaven, earth, and hell, oben 
without reſiſtance; in whom every thing commands reſpect ; who 
modeſty, gravity, and admirable ſweetneſs, ſhine even in the 
midſt of chains; can we, I ſay, conſider this Man-God, after 


giving ſo many proofs of his Divinity, with his hands bound, 1 I 
cord about his neck, led as a criminal before his judges, dragged * 
from one to another, that ſome one may be found amongſt then * 
that may condemn him; and not admire the depth af the divut Do, 
counſels? r is 
II. He appeared then before all thofe tribunals, with an w- - 
changeable patience and tranquillity of mind. He endeavoured 
not to withdraw himſelf from juſtice, or, to ſpeak better, fron T 
the it|-will of his accuſers and judges, who treated him with © * 
much contempt, that he was not ſo much as judged worthy Ul. he 
having any form of judgment obſerved againſt him. Je ben them 


ſeen him, ſays the Prophet Jab, lin. 2. deſpiſed, and moſt abjeit 4 gal 
men and his lock as it were bid and deſpiſed, fo much was iy — 
covered with confuſion. They were intent on nothing leſs di 
on doing him juſtice. Thoſe judges of iniquiry thought of nd 


him; and he received nothing but affronts every where. 


III. He was led before four judges, Aunas, Caiphas, Pilate, ® 
Jlerod; the two firſt were Jes, and the other Gentiles. Some l 


ri! 
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mers affirm, that in going from the garden of Oùves to Feruſalem, - 
de was dragged ſo rudely, that he fell into the torrent of Cedran, 
over which he was to paſs; and on this occaſion they apply to him 
thoſe words of David, Pſ. cix. 7. Of the torrent in the way be fhalt- 
brink; therefore ſhall be exalt the head. But however it be, it is 
| certain, that this violence was very agreeable to the malice of the 
Jews. | 


th 

of t was about midnight when they entered into the city, whoſe 
5 repoſe they diſturbed; and when the day appeared, it was filled 
ich the noiſe of that event. Some were ſurpriſed that they had 
0 Wl apprehended a man powerful in works and words, who did good 
uo cvcry one; others openly blamed his conduct; and all expected, 
ic impatience, the end of that tragedy, 


= They went firſt to the houſe of Amar, by order of Caiphas, 

who would pay that deference to his father-in law, Annas firſt in- 
| terrogated Chriſt concerning his diſciples; he aſked him, in a 
a Corntul manner, why they had left him thus alone, being accuſ- 
tomed to follow him in a crowd; and added, that the world would 
"WH preſently ſee what opinion they ought to have both of the maſter 
mW e diſciples ; but Feſus was ſilent, and interiorly reſigned his juſtifi- 


bo cation to the Eternal Father, who was to make known to the 
* world, in proper time, the innocence of his ſon. Mart. xxvi. 63. 
* IV. They queſtioned him afterwards concerning his Doctrine, 


4 in an artful manner; but he anſwered, that it was in vain to inter- 
este him thereon; that he had ſpoken publickly in the temple ; 
and that thoſe who had heard him, covld give teſtimony of his 
Docttine. Behold what the ſecurity of a good conſcience is! as 
is plain and ſincere in its words and actions, ſo it does not be- 
lere it has any ground to fear, or to ſpeak much in its own defence; 
decauſe the truth and its own conduct ſpeak for it. 


Thoſe who defend themſelves with ſo much pains, are not com- 
monly found ſo juſt before God, as they are deſirous of appearing 
to be before men; and every thing they make uſe of for juſtifying 
temſelves, often ſerves only to make people believe they are 


on Wy. As good actions and pure intentions alone are capable of 
"a ultifyring us before God, ſo when they are wanting, God permits 
* man eloquence to become unprofitable to us, even before men; 
main ad them to judge according to their own views, and not ac- 
© ording to thoſe we would inſpire them with. Thus the ſureſt 


Tay is to put our confidence in God, and to expect our juſtification 
mm him alone, | 
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ſaying, Anſwereſt thou in this manner the high prieſt ? Then Je e 
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One of the attendants having heard Jeſus's anſwer, ſtruck hin, WY” 


ſaid to that man, without being moved; If 7 have ſpoken ill, lea 
teſtimony of the evil; but if well, why doft thox firike me? John xvii, 
22, 23. Behold how they did juſtice to our Saviour; he was na Men 
permitted to ſpeak the truth; and a ſcoundrel preſumed to ſtrike WF 
him in the preſence of the judge, who, inſtead of reprehending . 
him, approved of an action that would not have been ſuffered d 
amongſt the moſt barbarous nations. 


V. Jeſus was ſent from Annas to Caiphas, where the principal 
of the Jews, the Phariſees, and the Prieſts, were aſſembled. Ay 
he had received a blow in the houſe of the firſt judge, ſo he wa 
charged with falſe accuſations in the houſe of the ſecond; treated 
as a blaſphemer ; declared worthy of death; and ſhut up in priſon, 
till he was brought before Pilate; and from thence to Herod; WR 
whence, after being expoſed and looked upon as a fool, he wa l 
led back again to Pilate, Ip 


Pilate, though he had judged our Saviour innocent, cauſed hin Wi '* 
nevertheleſs to be moſt cruelly ſcourged, crowned with thorns, 6 
and at laſt crucified between two thieves. What a procedure! Wil © 
what juſtice ! Jeſus ſuffered all that without complaining ; he even Wil © 
ſpoke but a very few words, and theſe were not in his own de- 
fence; and he ſuffered himſelf to be thus accuſed, judged and ill- Wi * 
treated, without anſwering any thing, ſo far as to loſe his honour 
and life, | 


VI. This affliftion was ſtill greatly augmented, by the offences il © 
which he ſaw committed againſt his Father, and by the inflexide Wi * 
obſtinacy of his perſecutors, which was by ſo much the more ſe Wl 
ſible to him, as he loved them moſt tenderly. For he conſidered . 
what they did againſt him, as their unhappineſs, rather than h 
own; and the height of his ſorrow was to foreſee, that what he ! 
endured for their ſalvation, would only ſerve to render them more 
guilty, and more unhappy. 


He knew, that in quality of ſovereign judge of the living and 
dead, he ſhould one day be obliged to pronounce a terrible ſen. 
rence againſt his own judges, and to condemn thoſe to eternal 
death, whom he would have ſaved by his own blood, He lat 
them ſhut their eyes, with an extreme obſtinacy, againſt the light; 
and their cars, againſt all the truths he taught them. None but 
thoſe that knew the heart of Jeſus, and the perfection of his lone, 
can comprehend how much eaſier it was for him to ſuffer their n- 
juſtice, than to ſee himſelf obliged to condemn them one day, — 
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he crimes they were then committing, and which they were not to 
expiate by penance, 


VII. But our Saviour, who knows how to bring good out of 
evil, drew from thoſe corrupt tribunals, a wonderful advantage for. 
the confirmation of thoſe ſacred truths which he had taught us: 
For as thoſe judges, by the bad - diſpoſitions of their hearts, eaſily 
believed the lies, calumnies, and falſe teſtimonies, wherewith they 
endeavoured to blacken the innocence of Chriſt; the wickedneſs 
of his enemies ſerved only to give a greater luſtre to the purity of 
his doctrine, and ſanctity of his works, | 


Malice at this time was ſeen to break looſe; envy to ſpread its 
poiſon ; and hatred to feed itſelf with injuries, affronts, excla- 
watlons, and murmurings : nevertheleſs Jeſus ſuffered all with a 
mecknels always equal; and the rage of thoſe impious people was 
the proof of his innocence. Thus the truth appeared without his 
ſpeaking ; and his filence alone confounded perfidy; becauſe dark- 
neſs cannot prevail againſt the light, nor malice againſt perfect 
ſanctity, nor falſhood againſt the eternal truth. Bur the Son of 
God was pleaſed to paſs through all theſe tribunals ; and be judged 
according to the utmoſt rigour, in order to ſhew the whole world, 
that there was nothing in him but what was pure, holy, and perfect ; 
and to confirm us by his very enemies, in the truth and purity of 
bus doctrine, | 


VIII. Here is a great inſtruction for thoſe, who, on account of 
the rank they hold in the world, or of the good opinion they have 
of their own merit, or of ſome other human reaſon, cannot bear 
that he, whom they think below themſelves, ſhould undertake to 
judge them. It is of thoſe perſons our Lord has faid; Jobn iii. 20. 
far every one that doth evil, hateth the light, and cometh not Io the 
At, leſt bis works ſhould be reproved, Indeed, he who will not be 
judged by his inferiors, gives room for imagining, that he cane 
fides more in the dignity of his perſon, then in the goodneſs of his 
works. If you be not juſt, acknowledge it before God, and 
ſcek not to appear ſo before men; becauſe you have a judge bas 


ſearcheth the hearts ; and ſees with how little juſtice you pals for 4 


virtuous man. Now if you be juſt, take it not amiſs that you 
art judged, If you deſerve any reproach, think not on excul- 
pating yourſelf for your own ſatisfaction; and if you deſerve none, 
wait with patience, till the truth manifeſts itſelf, 


Though your judges ſhould even be ſo corrupt as to give you a 
juſt reaſon for ſuſpecting their judgment, conſider what advantage 
ic is for a Chriſtian to reſemble Chriſt, and to ſuffer imuſtice _ 

| m, 
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him. We may aſſure ourſelves, that if we refer our concerns 9 
him, he will either diſcover our innocence by ways unknown tow, 
or, if he permits the malice of our enemies to prevail, it is a f 
that he reſerves the chaſtiſement thereof to himſelf, that he deſigns 
to ſanctify us by patience, and that he will one day in his univerſi 
judgment, in the fight of all men, reſtore us to the honour that we 
were unjuſtly deprived of, in the preſence of a few perſons. 


IX. Chriſt teaches us by that filence which all admire, fey 
comprehend, and ſcarce any imitate; to reſign ourſelves ſo to 
God, as for the love of him to deſire no other juſtification, when 
we are acculed, but ſilence. He that ſincerely ſeeks the peace of 
heart, the hatred of himſelf, and the pure love of God, can alone 
camprehend how ill thoſe hours are employed that are beſtowed on 
the care of his honour ; what treaſures are found in his own con- 
fuſion; what is gained by the loſs of his reputation before men; 
and what 1s loſt by gaining their eſteem. I know the law of God 
does not oblige us to this perfection; but I know alſo, very well, 
how happy that man is, who ſincerely endeavours to imitate Chriſt, 
in what he ſees to be moſt perfect in him. 


The prophet 1/aiah, liii. 3, 8. conſidering the profound humi- 
lation of our Saviour before his judges, ſays, that being 1 
and the moſt al jest of men——whereupon neither have they eſteemed bin. 
And then he adds theſe words, ho ſhall declare his generation? 
If therefore the ſilence of Chriſt has produced ſo many ſaints, 
ſo many ſolitaries, and fo many peaceful fouls ; and if it has been 
for chriſtians fo plentiful a ſource of interior graces, can we prac- 
tiſe it, with a ſincere deſire of imitating that divine Saviour, with- 
out drawing from thence admirable fruits ef ſanctity? O that God 
would diſcover this truth to all men! That he would make us feel 
the peace and riches of that ſoul, that enters ſincerely into the way 
of this perfect mortification, we ſhould find a paradiſe on earth. 
But let the man that has not yet been enlightened with this light, 
and that looks upon ſilence in perſecution, as an inſuperable diff- 
culty, endeavour at leaſt to be calm and moderate in ſpeaking in 
his own defence, and put more confidence in God than in bs 
own juſ.ice, | 
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CONTEMPLATION 
On Chriſt being dragged before the tribunals of Jeruſalem. 


$ that thy place, O Jeſus! thou goeſt then no longer through 
| the viilages of Judea, to teach thy doctrine, and work miracles 
a them! But would it not ar leaſt be more convenient for thee to 
dome into our hearts, there to be loved, acknowledged, and 
zdored, than to go before thoſe impious tribunals, where thou 
receiveſt nothing but affronts? May heaven and earth praiſe thee, 
0 my God! may all creatures blels thee, and may all hearts love 
the, for having humbled thyſelf fo far for me. Ir is I that am 
gulty, and thou that art accuſed, judged, and condemned! I 
xdore the exceſs of thy love; I am to be judged only by thee alone, 
and thou ſubmitteſt thyſelf tor my ſake, to all the unjuſt judgments 
of the world; and moſt innocent as thou art, thou art willing to 
ſuſfer what I deſcrve. 


There is no judge can be too ſevere on my account, nor 
condemn me to ſuch great puniſhments; but that I ſtill deſerve 
greater: and there is no judge, O my Saviour! that can be 


| equitable enough towards thee, nor {hew all the reſpect and love 


which is due to thee. And becauſe 1 have reaſon to be afraid of 
the worſt, if I am nat judged with mercy, thou thyſelf haſt been 
pleaſed to be my judge, O divine goodneſs! thou haſt been pleaſed 
to take upon thyſelf the ſins I have committed, and to undergo 
the ſencence I have deſerved. 


II. It was I, O my God! and not thee, that ought to have 
appeared before theſe judges. There is nothing they can juſtly 
reprehend in thy infinite ſanctity; but they might diſcharge all 
their hatred upon me without injuſtice. They ſhould find in me 
what they ſeek for in thee; and they might execute againſt me, 
without any crime, what they undertake ſo unjuſtly againſt thee. 
They might pull out my eyes, to puniſh the freedom of my looks; 
cut out my tongue which has ſpoken fo much ill; tear into pieces 
this body loaded with ſins; pierce this heart which has not loved 
thee; condemn my actions ever contrary to thy law; and take from 
ac a lite, which I have not employed in thy ſervice, 


If they ſeek a facrilegious perſon, that has abuſed every thing 
that is moſt holy; a malefactor which the world ought to be freed 
from, I am that wretch. But thou, O infinite mercy! who loveſt 


ne, how unworthy ſoever 1 am of tby love; and who ſincerely 
deſireſt 
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deſireſt my ſalvation, thou heareſt with me, and reſerveſt me { 
thy paternal judgment; whilſt thou delivereſt thyſelf up to du 
hatred of thoſe impious judges, who have reſolved thy deſtructiq 
and thou wilt be condemned, that I may be abſolved. | 


What ſhall I ſay, O my ſovereign judge! of that exchang, 
which can only proceed from an infinite goodneſs? Thou know 
for whom thou doſt ſo? permit not ſo great a mercy, O Lord! 0 
be unprofitable to me. Lead my heart with thee, before the tr. ſhe 
bunals of thoſe wicked judges; enlighten it with thoſe ſacred truth WW 
thou there teacheſt; communicate to it, thoſe divine virtues which i= 
thou there practiſeſt; and inflame it with thy love, that it may 
adore and love thee, amidſt thoſe blaſphemies and affronts which 
thou there ſuffereſt. | 


HI. Cruel and unjuſt judges! if ye knew him, whom ye have 
in your hands, ye would immediately change places with him. Ye 
yourſelves would look upon him as your judge, and, proſtrate at 
his feet, ye would implore his mercy. But there is no juſtice for 
thee, O my God! on thy account alone, all laws are violated, and 
all judges are corrupted. Teach me, O Lord! this divine wiſdom, 
ſo unknown to the world; that in imitation of thee, 1 may over- 
come by ſilence, triumph by meekneſs, and thus be juſtified: before 
thee, when I am juuged unjuſtly by men. 


But I am fo guilty, O my Saviour! that every thing which! 
behold thee ſuffer, condemns me. I am worſe than thy judges; 
for in fine, they knew thee not, adored thee not; and I that know 
thee, adore thee, believe thy doctrine, and praiſe and admire thy 
works, I reſiſt thy will, contemn thy law, and ſubject thee to 
the judgment of as many wicked judges, as I have diſorderly 
affections, 


How many times have I failed in the reſpect I owe thee, O 
divine majelty ! though I knew thou waſt within me, and madeſt 
me ſenſible of thy pretence ? Was it not giving thee blows, as that 
impious ſoldier did, when I thus ſtifled thy voice, and obliged thee 
to be ſilent, to allow my concupiſcence to ſpeak? How many times 
like Annas the high-priett, have I condemned thy doctrine, to juſtity 
my own paſſions? How many times have I eſteemed as folly, what 
thou teacheſt concerning the contempt of the world; and diſho- 
noured fuch pure truchs by falſe judgments, in order to follow the 
corruption of my heart. 


Mercy, O Lord! mercy; I am loaded with fins, and thou art 
innocence itſelf: neverthelels thou art ſilent, and J juſtify m_ 
ou 
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ruou ſuffereſt without complaining, all the injuſtice of thy enemies; 

complain of the leaſt injuries. Thou loveſt even thoſe that 
eit thee ſo unworthily, ſo far as to die for them; and as for me, 
ſpend my life in the ſentiments of bitterneſs and hatred, when 
edle do not pay me the reſpects which my pride requires without 
uon. Thou permitteſt every one to judge thee, and I am 
auilling to be judged by any one. 


When ſhall I find my heart changed, O infinite goodneſs? 
hen ſhall J have thee continually before my eyes, O thou ſpouſe 
{ my foul! that I may imitate thee in all things? and when 
{all I take greater care to be kke thee, than to pleale men? 


IV. May the vain preſumption I have of myſelf, come now to 
end, O my God, my Saviour, and my maſter! I confeſs my 


gratitide and pride in thy preſence: I deſire with thy grace to 
mate thee, and to ſuffer in ſilence all manner of pains; there are 
me but what thou ſendeſt, or permitteſt; and I ought to adore 


ery thing in thee, even thy permiſſions. I conſent, from this 


nent, that all creatures ſhould riſe up againſt me, to revenge the 
s which I have committed againit thee. I 
mM, 


| know very well, that if thou hadſt not reſtrained them, O 
God! they ſhould have been already armed, to deſtroy a 
ridious and ungrateful wretch, ſuch as I am. But ſince thou 
n pleaſed to defend me, permit me no longer to be thy enemy. 
1 Wn this day to convert me, and to transform me into thee, O 
ereign perfection! make me love thoſe that ill-treat me, condemn 
= e, and tear me in pieces; ſince therein conſiſts the divine wiſdom 
\y cc chou teacheſt. 


jy | ue prophet Jfaiah was ſeized with aſtoniſhment, when he 
ed in ſpirit thoſe admirable fruits of hamility, which thou 
oduceſt in ſouls, by ſubmitting thyſelf, with to much meckneſs, 
och corrupt judges. But whar ground is there to wonder, if a 
t cr like me, ſhould humble himſelf before his judge, after 


it eng his judge annihilate himſelf before finners? Nevertheleſs I 
e not, and I cannot even do it but by thy grace. Work there- 
5 r in me, O Lord! what thou requireſt of me, that when thou 
y el me, thou mayeſt always find me ready to accompliſh thy 
+ Ein all things. 


ft V. How rich is he, who for thy love, O my Jeſus! beholds 
Met loaded with chains, deſpiſcd by the world, diſhonoured in 
places, condemned by all men; and who, amidſt all theſe 
, proaches, finds hinuelf tupported by thy example, calm, meek, 
and 
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and content by the unction of thy ſpirit, united to thee by a Þy 
charity; how rich is he, I ſay, how happy is he! When is it tur 
my whole interior ſhali ſincerely ſay qunto thee, O my God, m 
ſovereign good, my abundance, and plenitude! come into n 
heart, come to this miſerable ſinner, that earneſtly deſires thee; 
eſtabliſh thy abode in it? | 


4 | * * — — — ©. 


Is it not time for thee to leave the houſes of thoſe Judges { 
enraged againſt thee? It thou delighteſt to be with the wicked, 
am more wicked than they. If thou ſeekeſt humiliation, tho 
wilt find enough of it with me. If thou goeſt voluntarily whe 
there are ſinners to be converted, and faults to be corrected, thy 
ſhalt have in me, whereon to exerciſe thy zeal. It thou hat 
deſign to beſtow any grace upon me, come, O Lord! come thy{el 
thou alone art ſufficient for me. Enter into my heart, O pure hg 
there it is I ſhall know thee, adore thee, love thee, and embrx 
thee; and I ſhall not ſay with Jacob, (Gen xxxii. 26.) I will u 
let thee go, unleſs thou' bleſs me; but with thy ſpouſe, (Cant. ii. 
T held him; neither will I let him go. When wilt thou come 
my God ! when ſhall I behold thee, O thou light of my eyes 


my love, and my joy! | 


If the fruit of an unjuit ſentence pronounced againſt thee, u 
received by thee with ſo much meekneſs and humility, be, accord 
ing to what //aiah foretold, li. 11, to find many loſt ſheep, mar 
ſtrayed ſouls, many children that love thee, many blind that kno 
thee, and many ſinners that deſire and poſſeſs thee; conſider tha 
am gone fartheſt aſtray, and am loſt the moſt of any of thy ſhe 
ſeek me, O Lord! call me back, put me into the way again, a 
keep me near thee, O charitable ſhepherd! I acknowledge the 
adore thee, and will love thee with all my heart; purify m 
conduct me, and render me ſuch as thou would have me to be. 


VI. How well am I in thy hands, O my Saviour! and how 
art thou in the hands of thy enemies! Seeing thyſelf before tene 
loaded with chains, thou ſaidſt nothirg for thy defence; and tho. 
they violated all the rules of juſtice on thy account, thou religneay un 
thyſelf to their judgment, as if thou hadſt expected thy ſafety fd 
thence. And as for me, I dare not reſign myſelf to thee, O qu br. 
full of goodneſs! I can always ſpeak to thee, complain to thee, © 
heard, and obtain mercy. My cauſe even becomes better wit 
it is in thy hands, and yet I am fo blind as to fly from thee, and bu 
prefer the judgments of the world to thine. thi 


All men ſeck to injure me; there is only thou, O my judge m. 


father both! that ſeckeſt to do me good, and giveſt me every cg. 
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hat is neceſſary for meriting a favourable ſentence upon myſelſ. 
Oueht I to have departed from thee? I return to thee, O Lord! 
Y I Cbmit and reſign myſelf to thee: receive me in thy arms; 
o n:-.clole me in thy heart; unite me to thy ſpirit; and ſubject me to 
hee h will; chat, for the future, I may live only in thee, and for 
| thee; that 1 may hate myſelf, and that I may always love thee, O 
my God, my judge, my ſhepherd, and my only hope! 


O moſt pure mother of God! our divine Saviour has always 
reigned in you, and found no perfect repole here below, but in 
rou alone. You are the advocate of ſinners, aſſiſt him that 
preſents himſelf before you; open your maternal heart to me, and 
obtain for me of your ſon the grace to comprehend thoſe divine 
truths which he teaches me ſo well, that for the future they may be 
the rule of my conduct. O celeſtial court! ye who continually 
behold the greatneſs of this humbled God, and enjoy in ſecurity 
the fruit of his labours; beg of him, for me, the ſpirit with which 
re are filled, that I may deſerve, by his humiliations, to have a 
ſhare in the glory which ye poſſels. Amen. 


XXX. SUFFERING OF CHRIST. 
The falſe witneſſes. 


0 UR Lord was treated no better in Caiphas's houſe, than he 
had been at Amas. He there ſuffered many injuſtices, by 
the falſe accuſations they laid againſt him. It cannot be compre- 
hended, without having experienced it, how ſenſible this pain is to 
an upright and innocent heart. The Jews were aſſembled at the 
lieh-prieſt's houſe, where they impatiently expected news from 
ole whom they had ſent to ſeize our Saviour, being in a continual 
fear, leſt he ſhould eſcape from their hands. But when they 
underſtood the ſucceſs of that enterpriſe, they were over-joyed; 
Heir joy was ſtill augmented at the fight of the priſoner who was 
drought to them, and they expreſſed ic by their loud acclamations. 


They interrogated him at firſt, concerning his life and doctrine; 
but both the one and the other were fo holy and irreproachable, 
that all the malice of his enemies could find nothing reprehenſible 
therein, So they raiſed up falſe witneſs againſt him, that they 
might, by falſhood, give ſome colour of jultice to the ſentence of 
death, which they retolved to pronounce againft him. 

Il. They 
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II. They laid many falſe accuſations againſt him, as of havin 
blaſphemed againſt the temple of God, by ſaying, he could defy? 
it, and rebuild it in three days; though he only ſpoke of the lenth 
of his body, (John ii. 21.) and they themſelves had anderſtood is 
ſo; ſince they afterwards demanded ſoldiers of Pilate, to guard th 
ſepulchre of Chriſt; becauſe he had promiſed to ariſe again ti 
third day. | 


Others accũſed him of having forbidden to pay tribute to Cele 
although he had on the contrary clearly decided, that they ought 
to render to Cæſar, the things that are Cæſar's (Matt. xxii. 27 
and had made St. Peter find in a fiſh's belly, the money they * 0 
need of, for ſatisfying that obligation. Some accuſed him Ml : 
having made himſelf a king; although every one knew he had He 
himſelt, when five thouſand men, whom he had miraculouſly i 
in the deſert, would have given him that quality, 


They alſo imputed to him many other fuch crimes, without b 


appearance of truth. But the Jeſs guilty they found him, the © 


more deſirous they were to deſtroy him; and being unable v 
diſcover any ſpot in ſo pure a light, or the leaſt irregularity in fu * 
holy actions, they endeavoured by interrogating him, to furprizi * 
him in his words. Auſtveręſt thou nothing, ſaid Caiphas to him, uM .- 
the things which theſe men witneſs againſt thee * But Jeſus was fl; t 
(Matt. xxvi. 62.) becauſe he knew how unprofitable it had beer 

for him to ſpeak; and he would not ſay, or do any thing, that 

could hinder the accompliſhment of the facrifice, which he 6M © 
earneſtly deſired. He would alſo teach us by his example, that ve ** 
ought to deſpiſe the malice of men, when the purity of our con-Wii © 


ſcience ſets him on our ſide, who is the invincible defence, and tur Wi * 
refuge of his ſervants, a 
* 

III. Caiphas, ſeeing he could not oblige our Saviour to break b 


ſilence, made uſe of the moſt efficacious of all means for making 
him ſpeak, which was the name of God. I adjure thee by the livin © 
God, {aid he to him, that thou tell us if thou art the Chriſt, the & 
ef Ged (Matt. xxvi. 63.) This demand was ſuch, as there wa b 
reaſon to hope, that an anſwer would change the high-pnelts p 
hatred into adoration; and that far from condemning Chriſt, |! 
would condemn himſelf to weep all his life, for what he had 
already committed againſt him. But when the human heart is once 1 
determined to evil, it turns into poiſon every thing that might be a 
capable of healing it. God was pleated nevertheleſs, by a wit | 
diſpofition of his eternal counſel, to make uſe of an inſtrument ® 

unworthy as that wicked high-prieſt was, for giving occaſion te 0 


Chritt to declare more clearly, than he had yet done, the e 
1 
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his perſon, in the ee of his cruelleſt enemies, and to leave us 
before his death, ſo neceſſary a certainty of what he was. 


At theſe words of the high-prieſt, our Saviour having more 
regard to the name of God, whereby he was acyjured to ſpeak, and 
to the advantage of his church which he was plea{:d to inſtruct, 
than to all the evil his anſwer might draw upon himſelf, anſwered 
clearly ; 7hou haſt ſaid ut: nevertheleſs I ſay to you, bereafter you 
hal! ſee the ſon of man ſitting at the right band of the power of God, 
ond coming in the clouds of heaven, (Matt. xxvi. 64.) For though 
thoſe impious perſons be not deſtined to ſee the divine eſſence for 
ever, yet they ſhall all one day fee the humanity of Chriſt ſitting 
at the right hand of God, encompaſſed with glory and majeſty, 
coming to judge his own judges, with as much confuſion to them 
35 joy to the good 


Caipbas, who had not interrogated our Saviour in order to 
believe in him, but to have an occaſion. of condemning him, having 
heard this anſwer, rent his garments, according to the cuſtom of the 
72s, who ſhewed thereby their great indignation, and cried out; 
be bas blaſphemed: what need we any more witneſſes ? bebold now you 
bave heard the blaſphemy; what is your opinion ? They anſtwered and 
ſaid: be is guilty of death; to which they had long before reſolved 
to condemn him. (Matt. xxvi. 65, 66.) | 


IV. But this cauſe did not yet appear ſufficient to them for 
crucitying him, according to the _ they had formed thereof: 
for as it was not permitted them according to the law to put any one 
to death, they needed the authority of Pontius Pilate, who being 
a Gentile, and an 1dolater, would not have much regard to the law 
and religion of the Jews. Thus ſeeing that they could not obtain 
what they deſired, but by ſuppoſititious crimes ; and as that of his 
having blaſphemed, by calling himſelf the ſon of God, would 
make no great 14 on the mind of Pilate, they reſolved to 
add two others thereto, which were manifeſtly capital. The one 
was of having forbidden to pay tribute to Cz/ar; and the other, of 
having raiſed a ſedition among the people, by deſigning to make 
himſelf king. They alſo aggravated theſe two fallities before the 
Renan preſident, with great exclamations; whilſt Chriſt ſaid not 
lv much as one ſingle word for his own defence, according to theſe 
words of JJuiah; As a ſheep to the flaughter ſhall he be led, and as 4 
amb before his ſhearer, he ſhall be dumb; and ſhall not open his 
Mouth, (lin. 7.) 


Let any one judge by himſelf, how ſenſible this pain was to 
Chriſt, and what his patience was. For we often ſee, that he who 
You, II. F has 
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has undergone great labours and very ſharp pains, with an invincibl 
conſtancy, riſes up againſt falſe witneſſes. It is rare to fee a may 
ſuffer them without complaint ; and there are very few virtues that 
are proof againſt great calumnies. When a ſervant of God do 
ſo much as to ſuffer them in filence, it is becauſe he acknoy. 
ledges the infinite obligations he has to Chriſt, and finding in him. 
ſelf a great number of fins, he ſuffers falſe ones to be laid to his 
charge, in order to expiate thoſe that are true. But our Saviour 
knowing no fin in himſelf, and having no obligation to thoſe for 
whom he ſuffered, he could not have borne thoſe falſe accuſations, 
but purely out of the love he had for us all. 


V. This trial is fo ſevere, that perſons fearing God, and un- 
willing to allow themſelves the leaſt defire of revenge, hawk not the 
ſtrength of reſtraining their complaints, when any evil 1s imputed 
to them, which they have not done. We ſometimes ſee men, 
otherwiſe very mortiſied, and who yield without difficulty to al 
the reaſons there are of ſuffering other croſſes, defend themſelves 
againſt this, fo far as to think themſelves obliged in conicience, for 
the glory of God, the honour ef virtue, the hindrance of ſcandal 
and preſerving their authoritv, to undeceive the world, and even 
to engage, under pretence of zeal, the powers of the world i 
their jultification. 


I know very well that Chrin forbids us not to juſtify * * 
nor obliges us to ſuch great perfection, although he practiſed it hrit; 
but he who profeſſes to follow him, oughr t to be perſuaded, that 
this divine Saviour has given us no example of virtue, in what 
regards morality, but what may be imitated, how perfect and 
heroic ſoever it may appear to us. 


a let none fav, that then are ſtrong reaſons which prove the 
contrary : for befides that, th ey will always appear v eak, in com- 
pariſon of thoſe which the Holy Ghoſt interiorly ſuggeſts to pure 
ſouls, this truth is contirmed by the actions of apoſtolical men, 
and by the lives of the moſt illuſtrious Saints. Let thoſe therefore 
who do not vet reliſh ſo ſublime a doctrine, humble themyelves 
before God, whole goodneſs compaſſionates their weaknels, 07 
being unwilling to oblige them ſtrictly to fo great a purity of 
virtue; but let them efteem it in others, and defire it for them- 
ſelves, with ſo much the more earneſtneſs as they find themlelves 


the more remote from it. 


VI. Let us learn from t this divine maſter, that the true means d 
preſerving our honour, is to lead a life ſo holy, as to give no cauk 
of ſcandal to our neighbour: for according to St. Augufin, ( Ep. 204 

ad 
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ad Donat.) he is cruel, who being content with the teſtimony of his 
on conſcience, neglects his reputation. That Eoly doctor would 
not have us ſeek it with eagerneſs, nor loſe it with pain; but to 
preſerve it carefully, by the examples of a good hfe, exterior 
modeſty, an interior communication with God, meekneſs, flence, 
patience in adverſity, an obſervation of the divine law, application 
to the duties of one's ſtate, an inclination to do good, an averiion 
to evil, and other virtues, thereby to gain the eſteem of men, with- 
out its being ſought for, and confound ſlander aud detraction. 


Thus it was that the malice of the Jets was confounded, without 
our Saviour's ſaying one lingle word in his own juitification; aud 
he that follows this way, ſhall . walk lecurcly. 


I own, that to ſuFer calumny without anſwer' ng any thing, and 
to defend ourſelves only by filence, is a ſecret diditulty to be Som- 
prehended, and known by ſcw. It is true, it is a great perfection, 
and that the feeble heart of man cannot attain at io iublime a ſtate, 
without a ſingular grace; but it mutt be owned allo, that this happy 
ſtate is full of celeſtial bleſſings, and eſtabliſhed in a region of divine 
peace, which ſurpaſſes all underſtanding, (Phil. iv. 7.) No one can 
expreſs it, but he that has the experience thereof. 15 is ſufficient to 
mention here, by way of concluſion to this diſcourſe, that Chriſt 
ſuffered this pain, which perhaps was the greateſt of his life, with a 
virtue ſo much the more admirable, as it is the leſs known; and that 
he has promiſed to all thoſe who ſhall inutate him in this heroic 
ſlence, a throne of glory, upon which they ſhall judge their 


enemies, 


CONTEMPLA-F10N 
On Chriſt bearing the falſe wwitneſſes of the Jews, 
0 JESUS, the glory of the juſt, their way, truth, and Jife ! 


there is no injuitice but what thou haſt endured for my lake. 

ou halt even permitted falſe witneſſes to rife up againſt thee, O 

tt Tna! Truth! I adore thee, O ſovereign Purity! I adore thee, 
only Son of the Eternal Father! O my God, iny King, and my 
Lord! Has the world found any fault 1n thee ? could it fay any thing 
azunſt thee, without falſhood and blaſ phemy ? And yet thy enemies 
vill have it that thy doctrine is erroneous, an; d thy actions irregular. 
How contrary is this kind of i injury to what thou art, O divine 
| F 2 word ! 
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hearts, that if the world beheld, as thou doit, the abominations of 
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word! But how admirable is thy patience! Ought not what I fe 
thee ſuffer to make me love thy reproaches, and give me Joy, when! 
am ſo happy as to be treated like tice ? 


How different I find myſclf from thee, O my Saviour! hoy 
ſenſible am I of every thing chat is ſaid agunit my honour, and 
how foon do I loſe the conſideration of thee, whenever I am accuſed 
of any fault which I have not committed, and which can hurt ny 
reputation. I therefore chuſe rather, O modei of all perfection 
to be eſteemed by the world than to reſemble thee. The world 


1 

4 1. 

cannot without calumny accule thee of any fault, becauſe there is * 
none in thee. But even when it impoſes a falle crime upon me, * 


thou behoideſt an infinite number of true ones in me, that would WM... 
juſtly convict me. 


II. Thou knoweft, O my God! who penetrateſt the bottom d 


my thoughts and deſires, I ſhould be to it an object of horror and 
contempt. In what manner ſoever it behaves in regard of me, what 
falſe crime ſoever it lays to my charge, it treats me always mildly 
in compariſon of what it would do, "if it knew all the hidden crims 
which J contels before thee, all thy bounties, and all my ingratitudes 
Although thou hideſt my ſhame from it, which thou nughteſt di- 
cover to it, my pride is ſo great, that I ſtill eſteem myſelf, always 
ſcek to jultity myſelf before men, cannot bear the leaſt reflection 
upon my reputation, bluſh to be like thee, and think myſelf hum- 
bled when I endure without complaining, ſome little contempt, afte 
having ſeen thee loaded with reproaches. 


Thou teacheſt me to defend my honour only by purity of con- 
ſcience, innocency of lite, ſanctity of manners, and patience in 
injuries. And l. with a conſcience, ſuch as thou beholdeſt, del- 
titute of virtue and merits, would defend myſelf by my impatience 
and words, and do myſelf an honour by ſuch a jultification as thou 
haſt conmanded me to deſpiſe. Have mercy on me, O Lord: 
permit me not to follow any other way than that which thou bat Wc 
ſhewn me. Imprint deeply in my heart the truth which thou teachet Mb 
me, and make me comprehend how neceſſary it is for me. 


III. Deſtroy in me, O Lord! all the eſteerfi J have for myle!, 
and of thc lentiments of the world. Am I not very blind and mi- 
fe rabie, to eſteem in this lite what thou hait deſpiſed! 1 ſometimes 
imagine 1 labour tor thy glory, when I am leeking my Own; and | 
flatter myſelt that thou V ouidſt be offended, if I ſhould ſuffer! 
calumny without juſtifying myſelt. Where then is my reaſon! 


where is my witdom ? It thine be true, O Lord! as I cannot douvt 
of 
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it; and if 1 adore it in thee, why am I not willing to imitate it? 
ind if it be clear, how comes it that I walk in darkneſs? Why am 
I not perſuaded, that by keeping filence, by ſuffering tor thy ſake, 
by reſigning to thy providence the care of my reputation, I ſhall 
xcquire more glory, virtue will be honoured more, and truth better 
Lnown, than if I were to make a great deal of noiſe for defend- 


ng it? 


1 
a! Permit me to aſk thee, O Sovereign Reaſon! O Eternal Wiſdom! 
dere is that light ſo reſplendent and to hidden at the ſame time? it is 
is Wlconcealed from me by a thick cloud; I believe it, but I ſee it not, 
ve, Mbecauſe all its ſplendor js included in thee. It is not diſcovered, 
ud WE: reliſicd but by the love and experience which thou giveſt thereof 


t thoſe who are truly couched with the defire of imitating thee. 
Give me therefore, O my God! that love which alone makes one 
cmprevend thole trut::s which are fo fublme, and far above all 
hu nan underitanding. Teach mc to reſign myſelf to thee with a 


1 


and Pure and generous faith, tha! 1 may behold that divine light, follow 
bat r, and be always enlightened thereby. 

aly, 

mes IV. When I ſha!l end:aveur to become like thee, what evil 


des ail betal me thereby? W.. at is this world? what obligations have 
di doit: what good can it do me? and why ſhall I be athamed of 


rays Wonicating thee, out of a deſire of pleaſing it? The world judges 
tlon Wind! |; it approves and condemns without reaſon; it looks upon 
um- (crvants as its enemies; it makes promiſes and keeps them not; 


iter fatters us only to deſtroy us; and gives us nothing but the vain 
moke of honour, which 1s diflipared in an inſtant ; but the glory 
hou givelt, O my God! is eternal like thyſclt. 


e nh Thou promiſeſt, and art always faithful in thy promiſes ; thou 
deb incor: uptible in thy judgments, and liberal in thy rewards. 
ence Wi! hou heapeit blefſings on thoſe who ſuffer for thee, and makeſt 
thou Whoſe who are defirous of walking after thee, ſenſible of the in- 
ord: eie ſwcernels of thy ſpirit, and nevertheleſs I Aly from thee, in 
bat reer to follow the world; I prefer its glory to thine, and chule 
chelt ber to ſubject myſelf to the vanity of human opinions, than to 
x truth of thy words. | 


yſel} How long ſhall this diforder continue, O Infinite Mercy ! and 
| ral ben ſhall J ſee in my, foul the change thou deſireſt therein? 
ume WT ere is nothing in me, O my God! that can make me deſerve 
nd | e glory of reſembling thee, and I am worthy of nothing but the 
frer 4 ments which thou endureſt for me. Change my heart, O omni- 
uon: potent 
loubt | 
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Lam ihamed of ſeeing myſelf fo contrary to the 
and of not efteeming as much as I ought, the divine truth whic 
thou teacheſt me. 


But behold, O Lord! the refolution JI make this day, 
reſolve, with the help of thy « grace, to bear for the future all falt 
wirneſles, al] calumnics, .and all injuries Which ſhall be laid upon 
me. I Par: jon all thote, with all my heart, that have offended 
me, or that ſhall ever offend me: I ciſpenie them, for thy fake, 
with reſtoring me the honour which they have deprived me of, and 
deſire to late no other than that of ſerving thee. Permit Not, 
O my Ged! an perſon to bc puniſhed, for having abuſed ne. 


Render to my perſecutors good for the evil they have done me; 


and give them thy love for the hatred they have borne me. 


But if this defire be not vet fo generous and extenſive as tho 
deſueſt it, dilate my heart by thy ch; unity Hide not the rays d 
thy light froin me; mollify my obduracy; deftroy in me ever 
jentinent of bitterneis and revenge; that 1 may love thee without 
relerie, and love in thee all thoſe that perſe cute me. Give me, 
or deſtro in me the eſteem of men, according as it ſhall be more 
proper for thy glory: but in ſuch a manner, that thou mayſt take 
out of my heart the efleem of mi felt : and that, it it be neceſlar 
for thy ſervice I ſhou d have tome reputation, I may lote the ſincere 
dchre of contempt and humiliations. 


VI. But what do thy enemies ſay againſt thee, O infinite purity! 
Grant, O Lord! that whilſt thoſe IMP1ous perſons judge ill of thee, 
I may acknowledge and adore thee {or what thou art. They tay 
thou madeſt thyic!! the Son of God, and accuſe thee of a ſacrile 
gious ulurpation. They are deceived, O my Sovereign Good 
it is not talily that thou takeſt upon thyſelf the quality of the So 
of God: for thou art truly God of God, begotten from all cternit 
in the boſom of God the Father. For my part, O Lord, proſtrat 
bet-re thy divine majeſty, hidden under that ſacred humanity, het 
with thou vouckfatedſt to be cloathcd for my falvation ; I adore 
wee with all the faith and all the love I am capable of, as the tn 
Son of God, as the Eternal Almighty God, infinitely wiſe, 1t- 
tinizcly good, and infinitely great, equal in all things to God ui 
Father. 


Whatever thoſe blind wretches ſay of thee, thou art my hape 
pineſs, treaſure, greſtneis, and glory. The cherubinis and fer 
phims greatly adore thee; all the celeſtial court acknowledge thee; 
ard 1 wwo am but a worm of the earth, join myſelf to them, and 


to all creatures, and reverence thee as my God, and as the 4 
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Son of the eternal Father. Thy works manifeſt thee ſufficiently ; 
thy miracles make all nature ſenſible of what thou art; there is 
only the malice and blindneſs of men that knows thee not. 


thee 
vhic 


9. | But when thou diſcovereſt to my heart, that is totally blind, a 
fe gay of thy divine light, O eternal beauty! ah, how clearly dots it 
upon WY then lee that thou art the true Son of God! and in how comfortable 
nde manner does the impreſſion of thy Spirit give me the experience 
fake of this truth! When will that happy day come, when my foul, 
WY charmed with thy beauty, ſhall ſay to thee: thou art my God, my 


— Lord, and my love! When will the moment come, when I ſhall be 
| me ade to love nothing, and eſteem nothing betides thee, O my ſove- 
me; reign good, and the center of my repoſe! 

VII. Thou art judged worthy of death, becauſe thou madeſt 
thy WY thyclf king! Alas, O Lord! thou never hadſt any mark of royalty 
son carch; and thou always concealedſt thyſelf, leit thou mighteſt 
erer WY appear what thou waſt But when the ſea became firm under thy 
than fect, and calm at the leaſt ſign of thy will; when death and the 
m graves obeyed thy voice; when the devils departed by thy command 

from the bodies of the poſſeſſed; when diſeaſes gave way to thy 


| power; did not all creatures, though inſenſible, acknowledge thee 
Murr for their king? 1 acknowledge thee alſo for mine, O divine Jefus!. 
aud adore thee as my ſovereign Lord and Redeemer. 


Thou governeſt me by thy wiſdom, chaſtiſeſt me by thy juſtice, 


pardoneſt me by thy mercy, inſtructeſt me by thy law, enricheſt 
me by thy liberality, and defendeſt me by thy power. How comes 


thee, | 

» rf it then that the Jews look upon thee as a mock king? Do not 
erb- the prodigies thou workeſt ſufficiently ſhew thy ſovereign power; 
Od 2nd do not the devils themſelves confeſs it? 

Son 


| But ſince thoſe fooliſh people will not have thee to reign over 
tral them, come, O Lord! and reign over me; eſtabliſh thy empire in 
my ſoul, and let nothing therein reſiſt thy will. Let thoſe who 
dee believe not in thee, condemn and refuſe to obey thee; for my part, 
O my God! I acknowledge thee, receive thee, caſt myſelf at thy 
feet, and ſubmit myſelf entirely to thee; becauſe I know thou art 
u m true king. Accept the homage I pay thee; grant that I may 
WH © faithful to thee, may not betray thee, and may never abandon 
thy ſervice, 


ſert VIII. They ſtill accuſe thee of having forbidden to pay 7ri- 
hee; te 4% Ceſar. What a falſhood is this! who was ever more 
exempt than thou, O my God! from this obligation? And yet 


thou haſt always ſubmitted thereto, Thou walt pleaſed to be 
carried 
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carried to Bethlehem, even before thou waſt born, in obedience tg 
Czfar's command, and to pay him at thy coming into the world, 
the tribute he required of his ſubjects. Thau didit command Pex 
to pay the tribute for thee and himſelf ; and thou publicly taugbteſ 
that we mult render to Cæſar what belongs to Cæſar. Thus thoy 
art loaded with falſe accuſations, O my Jefus! and anſwerek 
nothing. They return thee evil for the good thou halt done, 
falſnood for the truth thou haſt taught, and iniquity for the juſtice 
which thou haſt maintained; and thou didſt not ſo much as ſay one 
ſingle word in thy own defence! Permit me therefore, O Lord! 
to ſpeak for thee. | 


How couldſt thou detain the goods of another, thou who art the 
author and diſpenſer of all goods? What need haſt thou of the 
tributes that are paid to the kings of the earth? Thou from whom 
they themſelves hold all they poſſeſs, and who haſt deſpiſed their 
grandeur for my fake, It is true that thou exacteſt a tribute of 
me; but it is the tribute of my love; and that thou forbiddeſt 
me under ſevere penaities to pay to any other beſides thyſelf, If 
that be thy crime, O my Lord and my King! the Jews cannot be 
accuſed. of talſhood; but that tribute is entirely due to thee, 0 
thou God of my heart! ſince thou haſt acquired it with the price 
of thy blood. It is not enough to give thee the fruits thereof, 
offer thee my whole heart; permit no creature, O Lord! ever to 
ſhare it with thee. 


IX. In fine, theſe facrilegious people ſay, that thou art a 
ſeditious perion and a diſturber of the public peace; thou, O ſweet 
Jeſus! who art the Lamb of God, and the Prince of peace; thou 
who reconcileſt us to thy Father, teacheſt us ſo holy a doctrine, 
purifieſt our faith, retrencheſt the falle interpretations which the 
corruption of men had added to the law of God, bringeſt us a law 
full of ſweetneſs, and uniteſt all our hearts in the unity of thy 
love. Thoſe who hear and follow thee, enjoy a ſolid peace; and 
thoſe who abandan thee, fall into trouble. 


What tumult didſt thou then excite amongſt the people, O my 
God! Thon haſt borne with the fins of the wiiole world, received 
ſinners, and healed the ſick; thou haſt enlightened the blind, 
taught the way to heaven; and thou vaſt called a diſturber of the 
public peace! Be thou bleſſed, O my Lord and my God! for the 
profound ſilence thou keepeſt under fo evident a calumny, againſt 
the tanctity of thy works, and innocency of thy life, by ſuffering 
thyſelf to be thus condemned, as if thou hadſt been guilty. ! 
adore that heroic patience, and that extreme love which made 
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ee ſuffer every thing without defending thyſelf. When wilt thou 
14: dle in my heart that heavenly fire which thou haſt brought upon 


ka th? 


O moſt ſacred Mother of God! you who ſhare with your well- 
beloved Son the affronts which he ſuffers, who paſs for the mother 
of an impoltor, and a ſeditious perſon, and who fo ſenſibly feel the 
falſe teſtimonies wherewith they blacken his innocency, obtain me 
in ardent and ſincere deſire of reſembling him; and that all my 
joy may be to ſuffer for him, and all my glory to live with him 
in abjection and contempt, Ve angels of God, who behold this 
truth; ye ſaints of heaven, who have followed him, bleſs the Lord 
for ne, and obtain me the grace of comprehending and loving 
tim, aneh never to ſeek any other glory than that of reſembling this 
divine Saviour, the only model of the predeſtinate. Amen. 


XXXI. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 
He is abandoned in the night-time to the inſolence of the ſoldiers. 


HE crimes which the Phariſees and chiefs of the Jews 

accuſed our Saviour of, were ſo manifeſtiy falſe, and bis 
innocence was ſo well known, that they juſtly feared they could not 
obtain his condemnation, either from the people, or from Pilare; 
and that they ſhould be lovked upon afterwards as wicked pertons 
and calumniators. For whereas truth and virtue fear nothing, 
becaule they carry their own defence along with them; malice on the 
contrary is afraid of itſelf, eſpecially when, to hide its poiſon, it 
covers itſelt under the appearances of zeal. It is as apprehenſive 
d the light, as innocence is deſirous of it. It is always diffident, 
and never thinks itſelf ſecure, even under the cloak of virtue. 
Thus it is never at reſt. As it apprehends every thing, it ſeeks 
new artifices every moment for its defence; it heaps crime upon 
me; till it comes at laſt to a horrible exceſs thereof : and nothing 
more true than theſe words of the wiſe man: @ troubled conſcience 
dub always forecaſt grievous things, (Wiid. xvii. 10.) 


Therefore the Phariſees and chief-prieſts applied themſelves fo 
Wigently to deſtroy the reputation of Chriſt, and to eſtabliih their 
own; that they every where defamed his perſon, life, doctrine, 
and miracles; and reſolved at laſt by a diabolical malice, to render 
hum contemptible to the people. They knew how inconſtant the 

populace 
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populace were in their judgments; that they never penetrate jj, 
bottom of things; and that they always allow themſelves to h 
carried away by noiſe, following the multitude, and dazzled b 
appearances. | 


II. They therefore no longer obſerved. any meaſures with oy 
Saviour. When they faw themſelves maſters of his perſon, the 
affronted him openly, and ill treated him in ſo unheard of ; 
manner, that the vulgar were ſhaken in their firſt ſentimen 
concerning him. They began to think that if that man were 8 
holy as he was faid to be, the prieſts who were the depoſitaries of 
the law of God, and the Phariſees, who made profeſſion of ſanctit, 
would nat treat him fo unworthily : That they had ſome privat 
reaſons tor uſing him fo, and had perhaps found fome conſiderable 
crime in his conduct, which it was not proper to publiſh. 


Indeed that arrifice ſucceeded! with them; for the next day, that 
very people, who, had followed Chrift, were charmed with his 
doctrine, aſtoniſhed at his miracles, and had received him as the 
Meſſizs, abandoned him ſo far as to join againſt him with hy 
cruelleſt enemies, | 


III. Then it was that their hatred, which they had fo long 
diſſembled, began to break out. They affronted him in a thouſand 
manners, both with their own hands, and thoſe of the ſoldiers who 
guarded him. They rudely ſtruck him, and buffetted him, whereby 
his facred face became quite ſwelled up and livid ; they pulled of 
his beard and hair; and although all was done in the dark, 
every one might behold next day what he had tuffered during 6 
cruel a night. This artifice ſucceeding, prompted them allo to 
obſerve no longer any form of juſtice, and to corrupt Pilate' 
judgment; who not knowing any other of Chriſt than what be 
heard from his malicious accuſers, had even upon their acculation 
judged him innocent, yet was prevailed upon by them, - ſo far as ts 
pals an unjuſt ſentence againſt him, not having the courage to relilt 
the rage of the people, and the cabal of the magiſtrates, 


g % 

IV. Our Saviour had already received a blow on the face in 
Amcaos's houſe; but after he had been iudged guilty of blaſphemy a 
the hovwſe of Caipbas, all ſtrove which thould ill-treat him mol. 
"Thev tied his hands behind his back, put a cord about his neci, 
and het him faſt, that he might not turn away his face when they 
ſcruck him. That precatrion was needleſs: for, after having told 
us, that io h wor frites us on the cheek, we ought to offer al 
the other, (Luke vi. 29.) he was reſolved to confirm by his om 
example, the doctrine he had taught us; and if he did it E 
when 


ba 
Tat 
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when he received a blow in tha houſe of Aunas, it was becauſe he 
had a regard to our weakneſs, and would comfort us in the extreme 
1:pUgNAnCe we feel in ſuffering affronts. 

He taught us therefore by that conduct, that though we feel in 
ourſelves a very ſenſible pain, when we are ill-treated; yet we 
ovgnt to avoid impatience and wrath, which always ſcandaliſes our 
neghbour; and to teſtify by our words and by our whole exterior 
behaviour, a Chriſtian moderation. For that patience pleaſes God 
reverthelels, though it be not yet perfect; and if we are faithful in 
practiſing it on all occaſions, our ſorrow will ſoon be turned into 
0y, and our confuſion into glory; and we ſhall at laſt eſteem our- 
xlves roo happy, in being reputed to ſuffer reproach for the name of 
Jeſus (Acts v. 41.) 


V. That inhuman treatment was accompanied with ſo many 
confuſed outcries, ſuch in,urious words, and deſpiſing actions, that 
to comprehend the indignity thereof, we need only conſider what 
the hatred of the Fes was againſt our Saviour; or rather that of the 
dil, who excited them to aſſront him at a time, when there was 
no perſon whoſe authority could ſtop or quell their inſolence and 
cruelty. There is no beauty in him, nor comelineſs, ſays the prophet 
Jauab. (lini. 2.) and we have ſeen him, and there was no ſightlineſs, 
trot we foeuld be defirous of him: deſpiſed, and the moſt alject of men, 
a man of ſorrows, and knowing infirmity; and his look as it were bid 
and deſpiſed, whereupon neither have we eſteemed him. For that 
reaſon the prophet had ſaid a little before, that what he was going 
to ay would not be believed; and that the hand of God, laid 


heavy upon his ſon, was incomprehenſible, 


VI. The countenance of Chriſt was fo beautiful, ſo grave, and 
ſo modeſt, that it drew veneracion from all thoſe that beheld it; 
and whatever hatred the Fews might bear him, they were always 
refrained by a certain ſentiment of reſpect, when they ſaw him. 
They knew alſo by their own experience, that he penetrated the 
bottom of hearts, and knew the moſt ſecret ;houghts, ſince he 
had ſomet imes diſcovered the ſame to themſelves. Hence it was 
that in order to ſatisfy their hatred with more freedom, they bliad- 
lolded him; and after having rudely ſtruck him, and given him 
lome blows, they faid to him, by way of mockery, propheſy to us, 
0 Chriſt, who is he that ſtruck thee. What malice! what affront! 
and what indignity ! (Matt. xxvi. 68.) 


Hs that ſhall compare the majeſty of this Man-God, with the 
bateneſs of thoſe that treat him ſo, ſhall be capable only of admi- 
ation and ſilence, eſpecially if he conſiders the patience with which 

this 
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this king of glory ſuffers ſuch great ignominies, and the compaſſicy 
he has even for thoſe who make lum ſuffer them. 


VII. But what ought to redouble our aſtoniſhment is, that the 
opinion of ſuch numbers of men trill to this day, places the height 
of diſhonour and infamy in thoſe things which Chriſt ſuffers; I & 
not fay only among the Ifdels, who not knowing this divine 
Mediator, conſider not choſe reproaches as the true remedy of their 
evils; but even among Ghriſtians who are periuaded that his confuſion 
is the ſource of their glory. A blow is ſo atrocious an injury to 
them, that they do not think they can wath off the ſtain but in his 
blood, from whom they received it, and expoſe themſelves to loſe 
their own ſoul, in order to deprive their enemy of life; and yet the 
faith which they profeſs, and the experience of the ſaints teach 
them. that it is an advantage for a chriſtian to ſuffer what Chriſt 
has ſuſtered, that the hope of celeſtial bleſſings is eltabliſhed by 
. juries and contempt, and that charity is inflamed and puritied 
thereby at the fight of our Saviour ſuffering and dying. 


But alas! their own pride, and the vanity of worldly opinions 
blinds them in ſuch a manner, that they are not touched with the 
examples of Chriſt, nor with the purity of his doctrine. They 
bring for an excuſe their 1gnorance, weakneſs, and unforeſeen 
occalions ; but as they acknowledge that the error they are in upon 
this point, is manifeſtly contrary to the evangelical truth, to the law 
of God, and to the example of our Saviour, which are an infallible 
rule to us; they endeavour in vain to excuſe themſelves on account 
ut their ignorance. Neither do weakneſs and palſion juſtify them; 
fince reaſon ought not to give way thereto; nor even occaſions, 
how unforeſeen toever they may be, becauſe they impoſe no neceſſity 
on the human will. And therefore this blindnets can proceed from 
nothing but the malice of the devil, from the corruption of our 
aun wills, and from the falſhood of our. judgments, whereby 
Chriſt is much more offended than by all the affronts he endured 
in his Patlion, 3 


VIII. He declares this expreſsly, when he ſays: (Lake ix. 26.) 
He that foall be aſhamed of me, and of my words, the Sen of matt 
ſpall be aſhamed of him, woben he ſhall come in his majeſty, aud in that 
of bis Father, and of the bely angels. And certainly it is juſt that 
our Lord ſhould not receive with him into heaven, thoſe that were 
athamed to do on earth what he himſelf had done; that preferred 
the falſe honours of this world to the imitation of the heavenly 
king; and ſhut their ears againſt the truth of his doctrine, in order 
to toilow the yaruty of human opinions. 

When 
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When we are diſpenſed with by our ſtate in the cruel obligation 
which this world impoſes on us, of waſhing off our diſhonour 
un the blood of our brethren, we have a great many thanks to 
vive to God for that diſpenſation. That man is happy who has 
embraced a kind of life, wherein he has no other glory to maintain 
than that of Chriſt; and who would ſcandaliſe even the moſt 
woridly men, if, refuſing to imitate him, he were impatient and 
revengeful in injuries? But perſons engaged in the world ought alſo 
to remember, that our Saviour will never diſpenſe with them in the 
obſervation of his law, that he will not receive their excuſes, and if 
he was meek and patient, fo far as to ſuffer for our ſakes all manner 
of affronts, he will not be lefs ſevere in condemning thoſe, who 
alowing themſelves to follow thole corrupt maxims, of which we 
have ſpoken, will not imitate his meekneſs and patience. 


The beſt counſel that can be given to perſons, who, in the 
injuries they receive, feel an extreme repugnance to the practice ot 
chriſtian meekneſs, is firſt to take a firm reſolution in the preſence 
of God, not to do any thing at that time according to the judgment 
of the world; to proſtrate themſelves afterwards at the feet of 
Chriſt, and earneſtly to beg of him that grace, by all the affronts 
he ſuffered; that thoſe very reproaches which opened us the gates 
of heaven, may allo open our hearts to the divine light, diſpel in 
us the darknels of thoſe talte opinions, and give us ſtrength to reſiſt 
the torrent of worldly maxims. Then Chriſt, who endured all 
thoſe ignominies only for eſtabliſhing in our hearts the love of thoſe 
dvine truths which he has taught us, will accept our deſires, and 
operate in ws thoſe miracles of patience, which he is accuſtomed to 
operate in his laints. 


CONTEMPLATION 
On Chrift abandoned to the inſolence of the ſoldiers. 


DERMIT me, O my Jeſus! to conſider the beauty of thy 
{ countenance, before it be disfigured by the cruel hands of 
lwoie impious perſons. I adore thee, O heavenly beauty! which 
tie angels always behold, and which they always deſire to behold; 
ho art the joy of heaven, the glory of thoſe that love thee, and 
the delight of thoſe that ſeek thee. Is it poſſible that thoſe profli- 
g:ics ſhall dare to lay their prophane hands upon that ſacred face? 
Halt thou not already ſuffered -affronts enough, O Lord! without 
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ſtill adding this thereto? Permit them not, O thou love of 9 
ſoul! to deface that divine beauty, leit thote fouls that are tcuches 
therewith, , and live only by the pleaſure they find therein, ſhoud 
not be able to diſcover it any more. 


O inhuman executioners! - O hearts harder than rocks! If Ye 
knew who he is whom ye have in your hands; if ye beheld the 
beauty which ye affront, ye would ſoon change your contempt into 
reſpect, and your cruelty into love. I behold thy enemies fatisfying 
their cruel hatred upon thy divine countenance, and I am fil 
alive; and can my eyes alſo behold the other torments which they 
are preparing for thee? | | 


IT. Is it not ſufficient for thy love that they ſhould ſtretch thee 
on a croſs, diſlocate thy arms, pierce thy hands and feet, and that 
no part of thy body ſhould be tree from ſuffering? Why doſt thoy 
not at leaſt ſpare thy countenance ? Why wilt thou ſuffer it to be 
bruiſed and disfigured, at the beginning of thy Paſſion? Is | 
poſſible there ſhould be any men that are not touched with the 
modeſty and majeſty which ſhines therein? But they are touched 
therewith, O Lord! and if they cover it, it is to prevent the 
ſentiment of veneration with which it inſpires them, and to ſtrike 
thee afterwards with leſs moderation. O how true it is that thou 
art meek and humble of heart! without that couldſt thou expoſe 
thyſelf, as thou doſt, to ſuch cruel ignominies? 


Here it is, O light of my foul! that I clearly fee how far I an 
from thy humility. Sometimes I fay in general, when my heart 


touched with thy reproaches, that there is none but what I am 


reſolved to bear for thy ſake; but when I come to ſound my intenor 
and would ſpeak ſincerely, I acknowledge my weaknefs before thee, 
O my God! If I faw myſelf upon the point of receiving in public, 
and againſt all manner of juſtice, any blows from thoſe that are 
below me, I ſhould be extremely diſturbed, or ſhoukl do myte! 
a horrible violence, or I could never reſolve to bear them Whenc 
comes this, O Lord? Ir is becauſe I am only humble in words, and 
at the bottom am quite full of pride. 


But thou, O divine lamb! becauſe thou art meek and humble 
of heart, and thy humility being true, ſincere, and interior, thou 
ſuffereſt in ſilence; thou loveſt thoſe that abuſe thee, and yieldet 
up that ſacred face to all the confuſion wherewith they cover it, * 
order to deliver me from the eternal confuſion which I have deſerved 
And yet I, always proud in {pirit and heart, after ſuch an exampk;, 


bave not the courage, nor even the deſire of preſenting the otic 
chees 
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deck to him that would give me a blow. When wilt thou deſtroy 
ny pride, O my God! when ſhall I be like thee, truly meck, 
and humble of heart. 


III. The laws of the world offer me reaſons for killing him that 
hall give me a blow; and they would have me make a greater 
count of a chimerical honour, than of my neighbour's life. 
There are none but ſlaves, the world tells me, that do not revenge 
wemſelves for the blows they receive from their maſters. How 
contrary are thy maxims to thoſe of the world, O my God! though 
| continually affront thee, thou always eſteemeſt my lite and ſalva- 
ton more than thy own glory. Thou tuffereſt them, without 
complaint, to bruiſe thy face; art thou then my flave, O my 
brereign Lord! will it not be faid, that thy love is blind? For 
who art thou; and who am I? O myſtery! O prodigy! O depth 
of the wifdom and charity of God! O love which workeſt ſo many 


be Wonders in the heart of Jeſus, why doſt thou not change mine? Is 
t posible that thou ſhouldit find, in a worm of the earth, more 
the WMrcliſtance to humiliations, than thou findeſt in the divine Majeſty? 


IV. I am aſhamed of myſelf, O Lord! when I conſider that 
hoſe who treat thee ſo unworthily, are not ſavage beaſts, but men 
the ſame nature with myſelt; that I am a child of Adam, like 
hem, inclined to the ſame diſorders as they are; capable as well as 
they of hating that divine beauty, of bruiſing that adorable face, 
and of veiling it, in order to affront it with greater liberty. 


have not only, O my Saviour! deferved by my crimes all the 
evils I ſee thee ſuffer; I am not only the cauſe of thy fuffermg 
nor them, but alſo they are my equals, that make thee ſuffer them; it 
hee, s my Ach that abuſes thee, and yet I hate it not, nor have any 
blic, Wzbhorrence of myſelf: on the contrary, I ſtill flatter this criminal 
ae eh, and love myſelf more than thee, or thy law. 


ene When wilt thou work in me, O Lord! that change which thou 
andG:lireſt ? When wilt thou give me a true hatred of myſelf? When 
ſhall I abhor a nature, which abandoned to itſelf, and deprived of 
ly grace, can commit ſuch great wickednets? O fweet Jeſus! O 
humble Jeſus! accompliſh the work in me for which thou endur-{t 
uch prodigious humiliations with ſo much ſweetneſs. For if thou 
mhdrawett thy hand, I ſhall become worſe than thoſe who abuſe 
(Nee, 


v. The hatred they bear thee, O my Saviour! is fo great, that 
ey will not admit of any thing that can mitigate the fury where- 
Wa they are animated. They cover the beauty of thy face, leſt 

they 
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they ſhould be moved to compaſſion thereby. Ahl hide it 3 
from me, O Lord! Shew me, O thou love of my ſoul! that divin 
countenance, quite livid and bruiſed as it is. I deſire it, adore i 
and love it in that ſtate; and it is ſo much the dearer to me, « 
1s the more disfigured for my ſake. 


I perceive, through all that covers it from me, the attra&tives n 
wherewith my toul is charmed. | 


Pardon me, O Lord! all the fins I have committed again 
thee. For, alas! how many times have I veiled thy face, that! 5 
might ſin with more freedom? How many times have I wiſhed th 
mightſt not fee me, that I might follow, without any reſtraint, ay. 
diſorderly appetites? Illuminate me, O divine light! and make ne 
— in the cruelty of thy executioners, the diſorders of ny ;. 

C. of 


VI. When I read thy holy Scriptures, when I hear thy word 
when I conſider what thou haſt done for me; or elſe, when th N 


' preventeſt me interiorly with the bleſſings of thy ſweetneſs, and 1 ,,. 


diſcover what thou art, what I owe thee, and what thou require 

of me; doſt thou not then diſcover the beauty of thy countenance 

to me, that I may obſerve thy law, and allow myſelf to be gained . 
by thy love? And when I am unwilling to hear thy voice; when 1M .. 
reject thy doctrine, and forget thy mercies, to follow the corruption 1... 
of my own deſires, do not I throw a veil over thy face, what ... 
ſplendor would be capable of diſpelling all my darkneſs ? 


O divine mercy! couldſt thou bear with me, if thou wert na 
infinite? Forget, O Lord! my paſt miſeries; and grant for the 
future, I may never loſe the fight of thee; that I may always was 
in thy preſence; that I may apply myſelf as diligently to feek ther 
as I have done to fly from thee; and that my blindneſs may at ti 
moment be at an end. Let not the fins I have hitherto commited 
hinder thee, O my Saviour! from ſhewing me thy face, and 
ſoftening the obduracy of my heart. Thou canſt this momen 
convert me, and transform me into thee ; do thou what thou can 
O my God, my love, and my ſovereign good! 


VII. Be thou content, O my Jeſus! with what thou haſt alread 
ſuffered. Make thy executioners ceaſe, and diſcover to me ti 
adorable countenance, that I may be moved to compaſſion by ſeeim 
it; and that my ſoul in the exceſs of its grief, may melt with lor 
for thee. The Jews were afraid to fee Maſes's face, when he can 
down from the mount, becauſe they could not bear the ſplendor 
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it, which proceeded from the converſation he head with our Lord; 
and de ſired, that Migſer might ſpeak to — and not God. But 
(3141S that lave thee, O my Saviour! being charmed with thy 
im mende charity, deſire nothing fo much as to hear chy voice, and 
to be bold thee openly, They hate cvery thing that hinders io ſweet 
1 commerce; they cannot ſuſter any medium between thee and 
wem, nor any veil that might Jade thy beauty. 


Myſs, who knew thee, and burnt with love for thes, fi ighed 
continually after that happineſs, and earnettly be: oug! it the, chat 
fince thou hadir honoured. him with ty friendſhip, thou would{t 
ao hew him thy coumenance. Grant the ſame favour to me, tliy 
unworthy fervant; I beg this of thee only, that IL may know thee 
better, love thee more ardently, a and- ſee myielf nappily ablorbed 
in thee. Take away my heart, O my Gd! charm all the powers 
of my foul. Since thou art to do it one day, why doſt thou it not 
at x p:cſent'? It is true, if J were wholiy chine; n tling would hide 
the ſplendor of thy beauty from me. I ſhould behold chee, know 
thee, and love thee in all creatures, But who can work that 
wonder but thyſelf, O thou faivacion of my foul! 


VIIE Remember, O Lord! that thy eyes, over which they caſt 
a veil, were nov ſhut in regard to St. Peter, who had denied thee 
at that time; that thou didit look upon him, and that one ſingle 
look of thine pierced his heart, and intuicd a light therein, which 
made him know and weep for his ſin. Thou art the tame as thou 
watt then, O thou God of my ſoul! Look upon me with the 
lame eyes; penetrate my heart with the 1ays which flow from thy 
dename: that, diſcovering the miſerable ſtate I am in, I may 

more all my lite, as the apoſtle did, the misfortune of having 
ome thee. Kkeceive me into the number of thy {ervants, O 
charitable maſter! I offer and reſign myiclt to thee; do with me 
warever thou pleaſeſt; I only beg of thee thy love, and the grace 
of being charmed with tliy divine beauty, O my Jetus, my Saviour, 
and my lovereign telicity ! 


O moſt ſaered mother of God! vou who were equally fenfib le 
of the charms of the mof Leaut [tal of the eniidien of men, and 
of the affronts which he {vifcre:!, be mindiul | of a miterable ſinner, 
and obtain me the grace to — every thing, for the lake of this 
vine Saviour, that he has loved for me. Angels of heaven, 
delle d ſpirits! ve who continually behold the blightneſs of his 
dirine beauty ; love him, praiſe him, and bits him with all your 
ſrength. Be inflamed for yourle! ves and. me with that ire whicli 
#1 kindles in you; ſupply my tepidity, and beg for me, that : e 

Vol., II. (7 ever 


82 XXXII. Suffering of Chriſt. 


never forget his mecies; that nothing may make me loſe th 
remembrance of his reproaches: and that I may hate every thing 
that can ſeparate me from him. Amen. 


| 
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XXXII. SUFFERING of CHRIST. t 
They ſpit in his face. 

| ( 


HEN Chriſt had ſuffered all the blows, buffets, and WM |: 

other vile treatments, which rage infpired his executionen Ne 
| with, they uncovered his face; but it was only to cover it with Wi a 
1 | fpittle. This ignominy, which is the baſeſt effort of contempt and 
hatred, appeared ſo great to our Saviour, that he had clearly 
| forerold it, by the mouth of his prophet, ſaying: I bave not turned WM it 
| away my face from the rebukers and ſpitters upon me, (Ma. 1.6.) He WM :: 
| himſelf put fo unheard of an affront into the number of the chief WM co 
ſuſferings of his paſſion, when he declared to his apoſtles that the Wi pr 
Son of man ſhould be delivered to the Gentiles, and ſhould 4 WM ti: 
mocked and ſcourged, and fpit upon, (Luke xviii. 32.) The other u 
pains which he endured are common among men, but this 8 lf fa 
extraordinary: and though it neither wounds, nor kills, it s ea 
notwithſtanding very ſenſible; becaulc it is extremely injurious, and 
Mes in him that does it, a great deal of impudence and brutality, | 
and an exceſſive contempt of him that fuffers it. bur 


It is an incivility among us to ſpit before a perſon with whom ve lar 
ſpeak ; we commonly turn afide out of reſpect; and there are ſomeMf the 
people, otherwiſe rude and barbarous, who would think themſelves WE ric: 
affronted, if one would ſpit in their chambers. But the Jews, ple. 
fiom having that regard to the divine perſon of our Saviour, would tar 
teſtify to him by that injury, that they judged no place moi un 
proper for receiving the filth which came from their mouths, tha Rep 
that ſacred face, which is the object ur the eternal venerauon u hun 
contemplation of the bleſſed. dlui 


A — 
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They added alſo to that contempt a thouſand injurious words tran 
calling him curfed mpefer, blaſpnemer, difturber of the public Peach 
an enemy of Ged's law, hypocrite, magician, Samaritan, pofſeſſed will B 
the devil, miniſter of Beelzebub, and gave him many other uch dot 
names, o juſtify thereby the indignity wherewith they treated 


him. 
II. Behol 
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II. Behold what their occupation was, during a great part of 
the night. They retired only when they were weary of torment ing 
dur Saviour, who was not wearied with fuffering for them; becaule 
he knew the need they had of his ſufferings. Therefore he turned 
not away his face to ſhun their ſirotes; he neither complained, 
nor reproached them; and he endured all theſe affronts with as 
much meekneſs and goodneſs, and with as ſerene a countenance, as 
if he had been receiving ſinners to penance; which was the ouly 
thing in the world chat could give him the greatelt joy. 


III. There is reaſon here for being aſtoniſhed, that the Son of 
God Gould have been pleated to futter tilings which appear to 
human eyes ſo unworthy of his majeity ; bit 017 aſtoniſuiment will 
ceaſe, if we elevate our thoughts to the eternal deſigns of God, 
and conſider with attenuon and reſpect the reaſons of that conduct. 


rly The firſt is, that God being inolt perſe in his divine nature, 
el WY it was fit he ſhould br alſo, as much as poſſible, in the human 
He WW nature. It was requiſite that the works of his humility ſhould 
ef WY correſpond in ſome manner to thoſe of his power; and that the 
te profountine's of his bumiliations ſhould equal, as much as poliible, 
| + WY the geemeis of his majeſty. Thence it is that he ought to make 
ther us fenfible of his diviauty even in his infirmite , to clevate our 
s 8 WM faith, our hope, and our charity; and to diitipate gur errors, and 
tegen our blindncis. 


lity, For that reaſon alſo it is, that he invites all thoſe that are 
burthened and labour, to come to him, that he may comfort them, 
by diſcovering to them the fountain of all good; and he particu- 
larly exhorts them to imitate his meekneſs and humility, becauſe 
there are infinite treaſures hidden in the practice of theſe two 
virtues. But that none might be excuſed from thence, he has heen 
pleaſed to walk before us, humbling himſelf even to excels, aud fo 
far as to be able to ſay with the prophet: (2/al. xxi. 7.) I amn a 
worm, and no man, the repreach of men aun the cutceft of the peſple. 
Reproach and outcaſt are terms which denote the loweſt degree of 
humiliation : for reproach is that which with reaſon makes a man 
buch, though he be the moſt inſenſible of ſhame ; and outcaſt is 
what deſerves to be deſpiſed, forgotten, thrown down, and 
trampled under foot by the vileſt populace. 


Behold the ſtate whereto the Son of God is reduced, He 19 
dot even content with being trod under foot by the laſt of men, and 
by the flaves of the devil, as a worm of the earth; bit he was 
pleaſed alſo that they ſhould ſpit in his face, and cover it Þ.— 

2 a veil; 
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been truly uilty of the crimes So he was accuſed; fince 
wholly innocent as he Was, havir ng voluntarily taken our iniquities 
upon nſeif, he bare the punith ment wereot, as H he had really 
committed them. For that reaſon it was char he ſuffered chains, 


been many ſuch who were un willing to ſhun, when they might, 


' becauſe being enlightened by God, they knew themſelves pe 
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a veil; as an object of horror, #:d unworthy of being looked 
upon. 


IV. The ſecond reaſon of fo prodigious a humiliation is, that 
our Saviour was pleaſed to ſarisfy in the moſt perfect manner, the 
divine majeſty, offended by the fins of men. And the third 
reaſon 18, that he was pleated to teach us how we ought to humbhk 
ourielv-s before God, in order to appeate his w rath, and gray 
down his werev. For though Chriſt had no reaſon for humiliation 
in himſ{-i,, Le was pleated to eu ſinful man to what degree he 
ought to humble Himſelt. . 


It is certain that the Son of Go d would have deſerved all the 
torments and repro ches which ke was made to endure, if he had 


firipes, 2 the croſs, and death itſeltf. 


e in order alſo to make every ſinner comprehend what he 
ouglit to think of his fins, and the judgment God paſſes thereon, 
Chi 10 uffered them to ſpit in his face; and has taught us thereby 
that he who does not abhor his crimes, and is not confoundel 
tl. erewith in the fight of God, deſerves the horror, contempt, an 
exccration of all creatures. 


V. It is eafy to judge, from all that has been ſaid, with wha 
ſpirit ſo many oa perlonages were animated, who have earneſth 
{ought re proaches, : and received them jovfully. There have et 


cruel and ſhameful death, wherewith they were 'threaterec 
fectly well; ſaw what was due to a nature always inclined to en 


and capable of the greateſt ditorders. In this view they offere 
themleives to every thing that could humble them. T hey eſteem: 


thanielves unworth v for tlie carch to ſupport them, the ſun vi"? 
MM nk them, and for : my creature to bear with —_ = 
when they came to conſider that Chriſt had been abuſed by ave 
fins, there was no humilatioa but what appeared to them 1155 
below what they delerved. rl 
| ente 
duch were the ſentiments of thoſe truly chriſtian men, whom og” "> 
Saviour had filled with iis ſpirit. Though they were far leſs fine,. 
than We, Yes they were much Qreater pe utents. oe 


"+ 
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What then ought thoſe to think of themſelves, who are given 
vp to all manner of crimes, and refuſe nothing to their irregvlar 
petites? Let them at leaſt ſometimes make thi 15 reflection, "that 
he fame Lord who has done and ſuffered ſo much for them, and 
bas reduced himtelf, for the love of them, to fo prodigiqus an ex- 
ref of contempt and abjection, will one day deſpite them in his 
lach, and condemn them to an eternal reproach, with ſo much 
the more rigour, as he has exprefſed the more tenderneſs for them. 
They will then cle early ſee, but too late, kow much he deteſts fin, 
o which they were fo much addicted; fines, in order to puniſh it, 
ke condtains fouls to eternal puniihments, whom he has loved fo 
& as to facritice his honour and life for their ſalvation. 


F | 
* VI. In fine, our Lord was pleaſed to endure all thoſe ignominies 
nc, for the conſolation of his ſervants, whom the world commonly 
ltere ich fo much contempt. He has prepared for them, as one 
ally 27 ſay, in that Face covered with reproaches, a ſecure alylum, 
alle, * they may retire, when, as worms on the earth, they ſhall 


de trod under foot by worldlings. It is thoſe good people whom 
David ſpeaks of, when he ſays: P/al. xxx. 21. Thou ſhalt hide 
ty "the ſecret of thy countenance, from the diſturbers of men. 
Salt prutect them in thy tabernacle, from the contradiction of tongues: 


reon, 

ch 55 © there is nothing more open in man than his countenance, 

nde ow comes rhe prophet to affirm, that our Lord will hide his own 

lin the ſecret of his Countenance ? It is becauſe faithful and en- 
kehtened fouls diſcover under that bruiſed and affronted Face, 
am — Divine Beauty; and when they have once known it, they, 

bare thither, adhere to ir, and repoſe therein; and no longer fear 


gelt perſecutions of the world. 


he VII. For Chriſt, wholly disfigured as he is, is not fo hidden, 
ered but that he makes faithful ſouls, even through his reproaches, 
pet enſible of the charms of his beauty. St. Peter, after having pro- 
ven red with a raſh confidence, that he would ſooner die than re- 
fei ounce his matter, being interrogated in Anmas's houle, whether 
eme e was Chritt's diſciple? anſwered that he knew him not. He 
un io gave the ſame anſwer twice at Caiphas's houte, at the very 

gere when our Saviour was ſullering all tl the affronts of which we 


these ſpoken. 


Then that apoſtle illuminated with a Divine Li ight, and pre- 
ented with a Grace, without which he ſhould have pe rſevered 
mo is ſin until death, began to enter again into himtelf, was pene- 
lune ved with ſorrow and confuſion, quitted rhe occaſion which had 

ade him fall into it, wept bitterly, and humbly begged pardon; 
Wh his penance was the firſt fruit of the ignominies which our 
Saviour 
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Saviour endured : to teach us all, in the perſon of him who wx 
to be the viſible Head of his Church, that if we do not refi? the 
light which proceeds from the eyes of Jeſus ſuffering and dying, 
we ſhall ſoon be ſenſible that all our happineſs proceeds from hi; 
ſufferings And reproaches ; and that he has left a treaſure of Grace 
and Peace in abjection, which the world does not find therein, 
and which is only reſerved tor thoſe who are meek and humble of 


heart. 
| 

— —ê ren :* 1 

\ 

CODNIFEMPLATaO0N 1 

On Chrift deſpiſed and affronted. . x 

| fr 


MY Saviour: who knoweſt my evils, and who alone n g 
() capable of healing them; infinite thanks be given to thee, Bl 5 
for haviag applicd ſo efticacious a remedy to them. I look up ab 
my fins as tmall evils; becavſe I never vw ell comprehended either 
the injury they do me, the Majsſty they offend, or the remedy 
which they ſtand in need of. Thou ſceſt, O eternal Wiſdom vi 
the greatneſs of my cvil; and therefore thou offercit me violen on 
remecics, and wilt have me make uſe of ſorrow, bumiliation, ud lo; 
contempt of my/etf, to tear from my heart chat ſelt-love, which vi cre 
deeply reoted therein, and the eltcem of thoie things which ſepa-·¶ the 
rate me ſrom thee. But becaule thou haſt taken upon thy hat 
the expiation of my fins, thou haſt ſufiered them to work in the we 


what they ought to do in me. dee 
tie 
L have disfigured thy image in myſelf, O thou Life of my ſoul ll ceſi 
J have defiled myſelf with a rhouſand crimes; and in order to v me 
me from them, ſomething was requiſite that was ſtill viler, an 
more ſhameſul than every thing I had loved contrary to thy * B 
But thou, O my God! who art the ſovereign Purity, what nec ſti 
haſt thou of being purified, that thou fouldſt ſuffer ſuch hornvagl myſ 
humitations ? Why woullt thou have that adorable Face to thou 
covered with ſpittic, as if it were the thing in the world the mall whe 
worthy of contempt; and why wouldtt thou be treated as the epa 
ot ail men ? as I 
they 


II. O my only Good! O my Eternal Happineſs ! Is there br! 
thing odious in thy Perſon ? Is there any thing to be found in 2 I 
Convertation, that can give diſguſt? Can men hate what is good 
and abh 18 1 ? It 1 ſuc 
and abhor what is amiable? It is to me, O my God: that ud 

| treatme: 
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treatment is due. Thy enemies can put no affront upon me that 
have not deſerved ; fince I have tortaken, like the Prodigal child, 


1 he abundance and delights of thy houſe, to run after the food of 
a ſvine ; have preferred vain amuſements to thy Converſation, and 


mean and periſhing pleaſures to thy Friendſhip, Embraces, and all 
the Bleſſings thou giveſt me, and which thou promiſeſt me. 
[tis I, O Lord! who deſerve that all men ſhould ſpit in my face, 
2nd that all creatures ſhould treat me as an abominable ſinner, 
and unworthy of being regarded. And nevertheleſs, O merciful 
Father! thou preſenteſt thy ſacred Face, to receive the affronts 
which are due to me; and abalc{t thy Majeſty to the humiliations 
which I have deſerved. 


Let me ſuffer thoſe ignominies, O thou God of my ſoul! or if 
Thou art reſolved to ſuffer them for me, give me ſtrength at leaſt 
to do interiorly what Thou endureſt exteriorly; and to have as 
much contempt ard horror of every thing that can ſeparate me 
from thee, as thy executioners expreſs for thee, Inſpire me with a 
general diſguſt of the world and its pleaſures ; teach me to hate 
myſcif, as much as I deſerve to be hated, after having fo baſely 
abandoned thee, O Source of eternal goods ! 


III. I make this prayer to thee, O my God! becauſe I feel the 
weight of my corruption, and becauſe my heart, earthly of its 
own nature, and yet more earthly by the fins it has committed, 
loves only thoſe things which reſemble it. But fince Thou haſt 
created it for other goods, make it love them; and produce in it 
pe. ne fruit of thy ignominies. It is to exalt me, O Lord! that thou 
aß haſt humbled thyſelf; it is to make me comprehend how worthy 
che we are of contempt, when we depart from thee, that Thou haſt 
been pleaſed to be deſpiſed, fo far as to fuffer the higheſt indig- 
nities, Is it poſſible that I ſhould ſee thy Humiliations, and not 
deſire that all the world ſhould know me for what I am, and treat 
me as thou waſt treated tur me, O my Lord and my God! 


But alas! I do quite- the contrary of what thou teacheſt me. 
| ſtill eſteem myſelf, in ſpite of all the reaſons I have for deſpiſing 
myſclf; and I am unwilling to be for thee, in the ſtate wherein 
thou art for me. O miſery, O meanneſs, O baſeneſs of my foul! 
when wilt thou take me out of this mire, O Lord! when ſhall 1 
depart from myſelf, to ſee myſelf ſuch as I am, and to hate myſelf 
3 I ought ? Send forth thy light and thy truth, Pal. xlii. 3. that 
they may make me enter into the knowledge of thy Perfections: 
for : ſhall not depart from myſelf, but ſo far as I ſhall approach 
[9 chee. 
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As for thee, O Lord! who knoweſt me perfectly, what couldi 
Thou do me, than to ſhew me in thy abuſed Perſon, and upon 
thy disfigyred Face, the true ſtate of my interior, and tie manner 
in which I ought to treat jnylelt? But wretched that I am, I fe 
not my evil, nor can I deliver myſelf from myſelf. Have mercy 


on me, O Lord! have mercy on nie. 


IV. Thou hadſt good reaſon to fay, by the mouth of thy pro. 
phet, O my God! I/. xxi. 7, I am a worm, and no man. Fo 
thou haſt not only reduced thyſelf to the ſtate of a worm of the 
earth, which every one tramples upon, which is equally deſpiſed 
by great and ſmall, good and bad, men and beaſts ; but thou haſt 
alſo been pleated that thy ſucred Face ſhould be covered with fikh 
and ignominy. O King of glory! O only Son of the Eternal 
Father! couldſt thou compare .thyfeit to any thing more con- 
remptible than a worm of the carth? Yes, O Lord! thou nec 
but to compare thyſelf to me, thou ſhouldſt have found nothing f 
mean, nor ſo worthy of contempt in all nature; for I am but a 
dunghill, and a heap of Corrupuon within and without. 


V. Ii hat ſhall I render thee, O Lord! for ail things thou hoſt ra. 
dered to me Pial. cxv. 3. Methinks I have nothing to give thee; 
and vet I know very well what thou requireſt of me. It is myelf 
thou wouldit have, O Lord! Why doit thou not then this moment 
take poſſeſſion of my ſoul? But perhaps thou doſt not take me, 
O my God! becauſe thou haſt created me tree, and wilt not do 
me violence. O unhappy freedom! which I make uſe of ou 
for deſtroying myſelf! Thou waiteſt till I give myſelf to thee: 
behold me here, O thou God of my heart! bchold me here, O my 
Life behuld me here, O my Jeſus! fend me all the affronts which 
thou ſhalt judge profitable. for my ſalvation. Govern me accord- 
ing to thy will, ſince I abute my own in oftending thee. 


I offer myſelf to thee with all my heart; I reſign myſelf en- 
tirely to thy Providence, do with me what thou plcaſeſt, burn, 
cut, comfort, afflict, humble, or exalt me a-cording to thy good 
pleature. The only ſavour I beg of thee is, that I may never with- 
draw mvielt from thy Conduct. Coyiras this, O Ged! which ibu 
Dt <wrought in me. Pial. Ixvii. 29. Accompliſh by thy mercy, 
the will which thou inpireſt me with, that being perſuaded nothing 
{hall happen to me, but by the ſweet diſpoſition of thy Providence, 
an that my happinels in this life conſiſts ia having no other will but 


thine, I may never will any thing but what thou willeſt. 


VI. Teach me, O Lord! one thing which I deſire to know d 
thee ; inflruct my ignorance, ſince thou art my maſter, and wil 
| not 
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act have me tO hear any but thee. As worms are formed and 
«iſhed with, dirt, haſt thou not annihilated thyſelf ſo far as to 
become in ſome manner the dirt and filth of the world, that a 
-n of the earth, ſuch as I am, might find in thee its had and 

7 Eren as thou waſt born in a manger betwixt two beaſts, to 
„ men, who were like beaſts by the batencis of their deſires, 
40 ” they might approach unto, and be fed with thee; thou haſt 
ao been pleated perhaps that my foul, being accuſtomed to the 
mean things of the earth, might procure from thy humiliations a 
on which was ſuitable to it. Tes, O Lord! Thou wilt have it ſo; 
ou haſt not humbled thyſelf thus, but for fear the oppoſition of 
tur gle atnels and my mean nes, ſhould ſeparate me from thee, 
Thy dengu was, that I ſe ing thee deſpiſod by men, might love 
thy contempts, after having 1! through my fault the reliſh of thy 
oreatneſs, Thus it is, © my God: that thou always accome 


* 


moda acelt thy elf to the neceſũties and weakneis of my foul. 


Thou art come to me, becauſe I could not go to thee. Thou 
haſt tagen upon thee all my debts, becauſe I was incapable of 

:i:fyving them of myſelt: at d thou art become my food in a thou- 
fand different manneis, that in ſome of them J might reliſh thee, 
How can I behold all thoſe admirable inventions of thy Love, and 
got be charmed with thy humiliations? Pure fouls find therein an 
negable ſwectneſs, and a folid nouriſhment, which are not to be 
met with in things that are poſſeſſed out of thee. 


That myſterious bread which gave the prophet Elias ſufficient 
irength for. walking forty days, and for arriving at the top of mount 
Hire, where he ſaw the Lord, was a cake baked under the aſhes, 

Kg xix. Thus it is, O my God! that thy beauty is hidden un- 
der er reproaches, thy power under infirmity, and thy glory under 
enominy; and that thy faithful ſervants find under thoſe aſhes 
their nouriſhment and ſtrength. All the reproaches wherewith thou 
art covered. cannot entirely conceal thee; J diſcover thee therein, 
totally blind as I am; I adore thee therein as my Lord and my 
God, as my King, as the moſt beautiful and amiable of the clul- 
dren of men, and as the moſt delicious food of my toul. 


When ſhall I be ſo happy as to be filled therewith, and to be no 
longer capable to feed myſelf with any other food? Thou art, O 
my Saviour! the tree of Knowledge of good and evil, whoſe fruit 
opens the eyes, and communicates light. Thou art the tree of 
lite, whoſe virtue repairs all our ſtrength : : there proceeds from that 
bark, however hard and dry it may appear, a balm infinitely preci- 
cus. When wilt thou gain me, O my God: by the odour of fo 
liect a perfume ? Earth) meats are converted into the ſubſtance 


of 


: — — — 22 ˖ — *ð[?ᷣ c un— — 


1 


Li ot 4 -— ED LA 
XR — ——ů —ꝛ — 
— — + 4 — — 
- oy Sat a © | « m 
— 8 8 - - 


1 
"= 


90 XXXIII. Suffering of Chriſt. 


of him that eats them; but the ſoul that taſtes thee, O heaveny 
bread! is wholly transformed into thee. Work this change by dt 
power of thy grace; grant that the deſire of thyſelf, may induc 
me to embrace thy contempts, to deſpiſe and hate mole. for the 
love of thee. May I acknowledge myſelf ſuch as J am, and my 
all creatures treat me as I deſerve, 


But if thy goodneſs has ordained otherwiſe, and if thou hat 
reſolved to ſpare my weakneſs; at leaſt, O Lord! never permit ne 
to eſteem myſeif aiter having teen thee covered with reproache, 
There it is, that thou art verily a hidden God; and there it is that 
all thoſe find thee who ſeck thee there in the ſimplicity of thei 
heart, O thou glory and love of my foul! Jai. xlv. 15. 


O Queen of angels! O humble handmaid of our Lord! yoy 
who know by your own experience, the happineſs of being humbled 
for his love: he choſe you for his mother, when he was pleaſed to 
become a worm of the earth, and the reproach of men; becauſe 
— were the moſt humble of all creatures. The great favours 

owed upon you did not puff up your heart, nor diminiſh any 
thing in you of the mean ſentiments you had of yourſelf. You 
did not receive all thoſe treaſures of graces for yourlelf alone; be 
mindful of this miſerable ſinner. O mother of mercy! Aſſiſt me 
to get out of the abyſs wherein my fins have plunged me. Obtain 
me the light I have need of for knowing Chriſt, the grace df 
loving his humihations, and the frength of ſuffering thoſe that 
befal me. Angels of heaven! ye who openly behold the majeſty 
of that adorable countenance. Bleſſed fouls: who after having 
loved the reproaches of our Saviour on earth, enjoy the fruits 
thereof in heaven; beg of him for me the grace of perſevering unti 
death, in the deſires which he inſpires me with, of imitating him. 
Amen. 5 


————AöAU ͤPw»a . — — — — 


SAS SUFFERING ff CHRIST: 
The Priſon. 


H E princes of the people, the prieſts, the doctors of the 
law, and the Phariſees, wearied with tormenting our Saviour, 
by falſe witneſſes, inſults, and a thouſand other kinds of abuſes, 
retired to their own houles, in order to meet again the next day, 


eommanding the ſoldiers to keep a ſtrict guard over him that night. 
T here 
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ny There is reaſon to believe that the hatred wherewith they were 
the rcd, did not permit them to take much reſt that night; and 
ue being wholly poſſeſſed with the deſign of deitroying Chriſt, they 
he BW [1.7 only on what they might do or fay againſt him in the 
nay WY. bly. For, as malic: never yields, nor ſubmits itſelf to the 
own truth, ſo it is only ſatisfied when it fees all the evil which it 
ke: defired. A heart, d termined to wickedneſs, and deprived of 
"1 Fore grace, is, according to the expreſſion of the Scripture, 
me Wl :inate, inflexible, and Hard as bell, which torments perpetually, 
* and never ſays, it is enough. Cant. vüi. 6. | 
hat 


Thoſe paTionate judges had loft all ſenſe of human compaſſion, 
ſuch beginnings ſo favourable to their deſign, far from mitigating 
their hacred, did but augmem in them the deſire of ſeeing it entirely 


„ (nated. Thus the remaining part of the might ſeemed long to 
led WY mem, though it was then atmoſt ſpent: for the cock had already 
% owed thrice; au! St. Peter, penetrated with ſorrow, had retired 
ul Will ;, weep tor his fin, leaving his maſter in the hands of the ſoldiers, 
urs | 

* II. But becauſe that Chriſt had been accuſed of magic, on 
ou account of tlie u onderful works he had wrought before their eyes; 
be they were not content wit letting guards over him, and binding 
me bim cl{cly ; they alio ſhut him up in a ſecure place, continually 
an BY bring leſt he ſhould eſcape from them. Ir was then the time of 
ver, when the fun riſes at fix; and that hour was called by the 
— ue, the firft hour of the day; becauſe they began to reckon their 
ſty 


hours from the ſun's riſing. Although the day was near approach- 
ing, yet that ſhort part of the night which remained, would have 
ſtemed very long to every other priſoner: for, beſides the Son of 
God not having in priſon where to lay his head, he was extremely 
weakened by the bloody ſweat he had had 1n the garden, by the 
lngth of the way they had made him walk, rudely dragging him 
in the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, by the chains wherewith they had loaded 
him, and by the cuffs, blows, and other bad treatments which he 
had received. The loldiers likewiſe, inſtigated by the devil, and 
excited by the reward which the prieſts had promited them, allowed 
not our Saviour one ſingle moment of relt, but relieved one another 
in tormenting him. 


III. When the maſters were retired, their domeſticks, who were 

then free from their ſervice, ran at the novelty of the ſpectacle, 

be being deſirous to ſee that man who was ſo much ſpoken of, joined 
1, he themſelves to thole that ill-treated him, renewed the affronts 
had already ſuffered, and allo invented new ones. At leaſt, we 
„bio by the prophets, that there was none that had compaſſion on 
t. him; and, that inſtead of thoſe comtorting words, which are 
| commonly 
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commonly ſaid to thoſe that ſuffer, he heard nothing but injuries 
and blaſphcmics. | 


ſe 

| in 
| There are even many holy perſonages, who look upon that cru 5 
night, as one of the greateſt torments of our Saviour's paſſion, * 


They affirm, that if the Evangeliſts have not given a particuly F 
account of every thing he then ſu Fered, it is becaule it was obvious 5. 


] 
| to the conſideration and love of the laichiul, to conjecture a part 
| thereof; and that we ſhall alſo diſcover in Chriſt, at the day of the | 
i general judgment, an infinite treaſure of mere cs, which are unknown F 
| to us in this life. For, from an immenſe ocean of divine love, . 
} nothing could flow but floods of ſufferings. He himſelf compares 1 
them, 'by David's mouth, to a dreadful rempeſt, which ſwallowed . 
him up without drowning him. I am ceme, ſays he, into the depth 4 
5 of the fra; and a tempeſt has cverwhelmed me. Pf. Ixvili. 3. a 
| 
N IV. Among all theſe affronts, our Saviour was filent: He l 


ſuffered them patiently, and prepared himſelf to ſuffer {till greater; 


N becauſe his love hecame ſtronger from the hatred of his enemies. 
| | He loved men, and even bis perſecutor 8, With an infinite love; h 
4 and whilſt they omitted nothing for to deſtroy him, that love was 10 
} nouriſhed with the deſire of ſuffering ſtill more for them. As a 
| nothing diſcompoſed the ſerenity of mind in him, ſo his body and U 
tenſes ſuffered pain in its whole extent. And thus he accompliſhed a 
1 with tranquil tv and perfec tion-at the ſame time, the work of the t 
redemption of mankind, in the ſight of God his father; joining to . 
= moſt tervent pravers, an entire refignation In every thing that was t 
requiſite to be ſullercd by hum for finners, 
8 This is, perhaps, what has induced the fervants of God, to a 
| conſider thoſe hours which precede the ſun's riſing, as the propereſt 0 
4 time for praver, that they might then unite themſelves to Jeſus ˖ 
. | tuffering and praying. For in the midſt of his greateſt pains, and i 
be in the fhlence of the night, he ſtill ſhed, for the ſouls whom he 
j | redeemed, tears of love, which thote that faw them flow knew not ; 


* — 
— 4 
- 


the true caule of. But becauſe we have all a ſhare in that ſuper- 
- abundant rede mption, to we all ought to have recourſe to Chriſt, | 
as to a good that belongs to us, in order to give thanks to God in 
the pains we it Her, in the love he inſpires us with, and in the 
nefluigs Kherewith ke Prevents us: and we find in Chriſt a heart 
fo full of ge oodneſs, , that though he hinifelt found no one to comfort 
him in his lüfter! NY or that was touched with a: w ſentiment of 


po #5 


AD WIR yet that which we now feel in meditating upon them, | 
is no lefs agreeable to him, than if we had felt it at che very time 
when he Kcied. | 


V. But 


it 
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v. But that divine Saviour, by the interior occupation, and the 
ſerrent prayer with which he accompanied all his ſufferings, teaches 
in an adniirable manner, the children of Alam, whoſe lite is full of 
miſeries, where they ought to {eck their only and true conlolation ; 
and that they cannot find it but in God alone, by the means of 


prayer. 


There are two things which render the accidents of life inſup- 
portable. The firſt is, not to diſcern the hand of God, which 
1yays diſpenſes them with weight and meaſure, in the view of our 
advantage. The fecond is, not to have recourfe immediately to 
lim, who alone can deliver us from them, or give us grace to make 
good uſe of them. Almoſt our whole life is ſpent in ſhunning 
bout, and ſeeking eaſe; but as we are on earth in a place of 
baniſhment, we have therein ſo many enemies without us, and fo 
much weakneſs within us, that we can neither avoid the evils 
waich purſue us, nor find the repoſe we ſeck for. 


Men who, for the moſt part, live in a forgetfulneſs of God, and 
have no interior communication with him, do not lift up their eyes 
to heaven in time ot tribulation; they ſeek about themſelves for 
tie cauſe of the pains which they endure; ſometimes they attribute 
them to chance, and their own misfortune; ſometimes to men's 
malice; or elſe they apply remedies thereto, which are worſe than 
the evil itfelf; or, in fine, they allow themſelves to be overwhelmed 
with grief, and thus falling from one evil into another, they ipead 
their lite without joy, and at the ſame time, without merit. 


VI. For the remedies, to which they have recourſe, are almoſt 
ever equally unprofitable both for time and eternity; becauſe they 
ſees for them amongſt the falſe pleaſures of the world, where 
there is nothing ſolid, or that can ſerve for any purpoſe but to 
render death more bitter and d. angerous to us; W hercas thoſe who 
rear interiorly with God, drawi 38 pure waters from the fountains 
ot our Saviour, and taking from the meditation of his Iife the 
rules of their conduct, are eſtabliſhed upon a firm rock. They 
believe with a firm faith, that the evils which befal them on earth, 
are prelents from the hand of God, whereby they may merit 
beaven. 


Thus in all their afflictions, from what ſide ſoever they come, 
in ſpite of the reſiſtance of nature, they acknowledge, adore, and 
kis, with love and reſpect, that paternal hand which ſtrikes them; 
and always carry their thoughts beyond the inſtruments which God 

nakes ule of for chaſtiſing his children; becaute they know that 
no man can hurt them, but as far as God permits bim; that this 

permiſſon 
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permiſſion does not extend beyond the body, and that God hy, 
reſerved to himſeif alone, the power of chaſtiſing the ſoul, Which 
is to be for ever happy or miſerable. 


In this view of faith, the interior man offers himſelf to Gol. 
adheres to him with a pure love, and humble ſubmiſſion; abandon 
himſelf entirely to his providence; receives from his hand every 
affliction that befals him; regards the croſs as the way which leak 
to life, and ſeverely retrenching every thing that retards him, g 
turns him out of it; he thinks on nothing but how to become lil; 
Jeſus ſuffering, in whom alone he finds his true conſolation. Fg 
there are properly none but thoſe who diſguſted with his life, ſigh 
after the other, and who are only poſſeſſed with the deſire d 
pleaſing God, can enjoy upon earth that ſolid joy, which may be 
called the beginning of a happy eternity. 


VII. As the Holy Scripture, the doctrine and examples of the 
Saints clearly prove this truth, I will content myſelf with ſaying 
here, in a few words, what experience teaches us thereon. Let two 
men be compared together, one of whom lives in a forgetfulneſs of WM 
God, and is employed only about himſelf; the other forgetting WM re! 
himſelf, paſſes his life in an amorous reſignation of himſelf into the i 
hands of God; and let us afterwards judge which of the two is Mel 
the moſt equal, calm, and content, in the viciſſitudes of this world: WW i=" 
it cannot be doubted but it is the laſt; fince he has found the way Wt 
to true repoſe. 0 


de: 

tlc 

CONTEMPLATION tor 
1 

On Chriſt impriſoned. g 


HERE have they put thee, O thou God of my foul! Wt 
| Why art thou in the place of this ſinner? How comes | the 
that they load thee with chains, and leave me at liberty? What MW 1 
means that? Art thou not, O my Jeſus! the Lord ſtrong and Wir 
powerful, in whom David gloried, that Lord who loojeth the fetter? N 
Art not thou he whom the Jews attempted to ſerze and to ſtone, Wt" 
without being able to do either the one or the other? Art thou then NE 
become weak, O divine ſtrength! Is thy ſtrength in thy hair, as {Wi 
Sampſon's was? How could they impriſon thee ? Nothing but love, 
O my Saviour! was capable of ſeizing thee, of binding thee, and 
of confining thee. I adore that incomprehenſible Jove, which 01 
N canno: 
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cannot be ſatiated with ſufferings, nor fully ſatisfied, till it has 
accompliſhed the work of my falvation. 


Take at leaſt, O Lord! ſome hours reſt; breathe a moment after 
ſo painful a night. Men and beaſts have the night-time to refreſh 
hemſelyes in, and thou ſpendeſt it all entirely in ſuffering. Let 
me take thy place, and receive the atironts which they are till 
preparing for thee. But fince thou wilt not; and fince I behold 
thee loaded with chains, and overwhelmed with fatigues, caſt upon 
me at leaſt, before thou art taken out of that priſon, one of thoſe 
boks which penetrated the heart of thy apoſtle. Mine ſighs 
towards thee, from the bottom of its miſery, and implores thy 
mercy. Regard my neceſſities, O Lord! and fend me that ſpirit 
which may make me feel thy pains, and imitate thy virtues, 


II. Is not the day ſufficient for thee, O my God! for accom- 
wiſhing the work of our redemption, without employing the night 
iſ} therein? Thieves deprive themſelves of reſt in the night, in 
order to obtain what they deſire; and thou, O Lord! art intent 
lay and night on ſeeking an entrance into my heart. Loſe not thy 
ret on that account. Behold this heart which thou deſireſt; ſnatch 
it from the creatures which poſſeſs it; carry it away with thee; 
etabliſh thy abode in it; and take thy reſt therein, after ſo many 
lihours. Hearken to the voice of its miſery and defires. Be more 
atentive to the faith and love which thou inſpireſt me with, than 
t the blaſphemies which thoſe impious people vornit out againſt 
le. 


III. Forget, O Lord! the weight of thy chains, ſince they 
derer me from the weight of my fins. Forget the obduracy of 
thoſc hearts, which love thee not, and are not touched with thy 
torments ; and caſt thy eyes upon this: wholly defiled, and miſerable 
it is, thou haſt enlightened it with the lights of faith; it would 
gadly be able to comfort thee, to ſhare thy reproaches with thee, 
and to receive thee within itſelf, I own that this abode is unworthy 
of thee; but thou art expected there, O Lord! thou art deſired 
there: repoſe therein, at leaſt, during the time of thy caprivity. 
Thou ſhalt be leſs ill-treated there, than thou art amongſt thoſe 
blind people: for in fine, ſuch as I am, I acknowledge thee for my 
true, only, and ſovereign good. Thou canſt, in the ſhort time 
thou haſt yet to remain in that priſon, ful me with thy love, and 
lead me afterwards with thee into the other places where thou art to 
luffer. 


cannot expreſs all that my heart deſires; but thou knoweſt it, 
0 Lord! ſince it is thou who inſpireſt me therewith z accompliſh it, 
ſince 
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ſince thou canſt. Produce in my foul the fruits of thy captivity, e 
chains, and afironts, and of the love waerewith thou endurh to 
them. And though I be the cauſc thereof, ſnew in me, how on Br 
thy mercy 1s above my fins. m 
for 

IV. I neither doubt of the love thou haſt for me, O thou ey 
tion of my foul! nor of the goodneſs with which thou art will i 
to pardon me, and to receive me into thy friendſhip. But Lan ene 


diffident of myſelf and of the inclination which induces me to ei. 
J am always afraid leſt it ſhould ſeparate me from thee, and rende | 
me unworthy of thy grace. But ſince thou haſt left me penance n 
a remedy tor my evils, and @ plant in my ſhip-wreck, I conjure the: 
O my Saviour! by the chains wherewith thou art loaded, to break 
mine, and to hear the ſorrowful confeſſion I make thee of my 
miſery. 


Pardon me, O Lord! the ſhare I have in thy bonds and priſon 
I know I am the cauſe thereof, and that the captivity thou ſufferek 
is the effect of my criminal liberty. Pardon me the too free 
thoughts to which I have let my mind give way. Pardon me the 
liberty of my tongue, which has made ſo many wounds in my ſoul 
Pardon me the liberty of my ſenſes, which has ſo often ſeparated 
me from thee. Pardon me the lukewarmneſs wherewith I have 
loved thee, the negligence with which I have ſerved thee, and the 
licentiouſneſs of a heart always divided by a thouſand affectiom 
contrary to thy law, 


I condemn before thee, O my God! all the diſorders of my life; 
and I confeſs, in the fight of heaven and earth, that I have abu 
in offending thee, the free will which thou hadſt given me, 1 ordet 
to ſerve thee. Have mercy on me, O Father of mercy ! gran 
that thoſe tormentors of thine may ſeize me, bind me, and imprifo 
me, ſince thou ſceſt I deſtroy myſelf when I am free. O that! 
were free only for doing good! May I be rather a captive f. 
thee, and with thee, O my God! than free at a diſtance tron 


thee. 


V. But ſince the bad uſe I have made of my libertv, has occa 
toned thee ſuch great pains, luffer me at leaſt to bear a part 
them. I return my liberty into thy hands; it is thine, fince tho 
gaveſt it to me; and it is reaſonable I ſhould be deprived of 1 
tince I have abuled it ſo long. I reſtore it therefore to thee, \ 
Lord! receive it through thy mercy; give it not to me again, eve 
though I thould bis it ot thee; and confide no longer in a peri 
dious perlon, that has ſo often betrayed thee, But do thou, O M 


Jelu 
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ſelus! who art the way, the truth and the life ; ſpeak by my 
ongue; fee by my eyes; hear by my ears; and govern my interior 
nd exterior ſenſes; be the principle of all my motions, draw all 
my thoughts to thee ; eſtabliſh thy abode in my heart; attach me 
for ever to thy ſervice. I calt myſelf at thy feet like Magdalen; I 
embrace them with all my heart; I amorouſly falute thoſe chains 
with which thou art loaded; and 1 adore the affronts which thou 
endureſt for my ſalvation. 

O that thou wouldft chain me, and wouldſt draw me after thee; 
by the bonds of thy charity! O that in the midſt of the profound 
ence which thou ohſerveſt, thou wouldit make me hear the ſweet- 
nels of thy voice! O that thou wouldſt tay to my ſoul; many fins 
bre forgiven thee, becauſe thou h3ft loved much, (Luke vii. 47:) When 
wil the moment come; waerein I ſhall hear thoſe fo comfortable 
s? Thou canſt now pronounce them, O my Jeſus! Speak then, 


rd! fen toy fervant hears. And though thou art filent in 
ard of tnote impious perſons who ſurround thee, be not filent in 
_ ol of me; ſay to my heart this ſingle word, I am y ſalvation: 


+ firmly believe thou art ſo, O my God! bur iny interior would 
a hear thee ſay it, becauſe there is a charm in thy voice; capable 
{ elevating all the powers of my ſoul. 


1 ll [t is true all thy actions are inſtrutive, O my Saviour! thy 
eproaches are perſuaſive, and every thing ſpeaks in thee, even thy 
lence, But 1 cannot be ſatistied, unleſs thou thyſelf ſpeakeſt ro 
ne. Remember, O "ord! that thou haſt faid, by one of thy 
e ophets, thac chou wilt drary us to thee, iu the rords of Adam, in 
cs i'r bande of charity, (Oice xi. 4.) I fee already the bands o 
onde icon; thy ſacred humanity, thoſe blows, thoſe affronts, and that 
get non. The fins of Adam and of his poſterity, which thou haſt 
wif uchſafed to take upon thee; are truly the bands of Adam; but 
untere are thoſe chains of charity, wherewith I onght to be bound? 
am U ſtil free? Why do I commit, with ſo much freedom; 
ten bat cvil Iwill? What hinders thote chains from binding me? 

aw me, O Lord! with thoſe chains of love, bind me fait; and 

x me to thee in ſuch a manner, that I may never ſeparate myſelf 
oc Wo thee: Grant that I may feel thy pains, imitate thy patience, 
d that thou mayſt not ſuffer unprofitavly for nie. I beg this 
the our of thee, by the chains wherewith thou art loaded, and by the 
re with which thou bearelt them. 


of 1 
| eve VI. O chat I were fo happy as to ſee what paſſes in thee! O that 
per could know what the occupation of thy heart is, during fo un- 


Oaenty a treatment! Thoſe barbarians think on nothing but tor- 
Jeſo Vor. II. Ft menting 
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menting thee, and thou thinkeſt on nothing but ſuffering for them 
Whiltt their minds are ſtudying new means of affronting thee, thine 
is labouring for their reconciliation ; and it is in that profound 
contemplation that thou receiveſt ſtrength, for accompliſhing the 
remainder. of thy ſacrifice, How great a truth haſt thou aid, 0 
my Lord and my God! when thou affirmedſt, that hou wilt reſreh 
all thoſe that come to thee, (Matt. xi. 28.) I never repented of having 
come to thee ; and I was never ſatisſied when I departed from thee; 
becauſe there is nothing good without thee. When my mind ö 
far from thee, the leaſt pain overwhelms it; and when it is near thee, 
the greateſt labours do not terrify it. How can I be ſtrong without 
thee, O thou ſupport and firength of my ſoul! | 


mem — „ nig FT 


VII. I am not ſo weak, ſo ſad, or ſo dejected in the evils which beſil 
me, but becaule I ſeek the remedy without thee ; or, becauſe I on 
begin to have recourſe to thee, when I find myſelf oppreſſed. With 


thee, O my God! the bittereſt things become ſweet, and the heavietM | 
burthen weighs light; becauſe thy preſence diſſipates our darkneſ t 
and enriches our poverty. Teach me to have recourſe to thee ini 
my neceſſities, to reſign myſelf to thee in all my uncertainties, i 
to ſuffer with thee all my pains. I ſhall always find thee ready e 
help me; for /o be ſhall not ſlumber nor ſleep, that keepeth lira © 
(PI. cxx. 4.) Grant then, O Lord! that in the troubles of this li © 

0 


my heart may repole in thee, and ſeek no other conſolation but fron 
thee, who art my true comforter; and who alone knoweſt my evi 
as thou alone canſt remedy them. 


O moſt Holy Virgin! the refuge and protection of thoſe why 
invoke you, repreſent my poverty to the Lord, who wrought {ud 
great things in you; and fince the liberty of my heart is the ſource 
of all my evils, I beg by your means, obtain me thoſe bonds fil >: 
love, that I may remain faſtened to Chriſt all my life. Blei in 
ſpirits, who, free from the miſeries of this life, enjoy an inf ur 
happineſs, without fear of loſing it; be mindful of theſe poi ei. 
baniſhed fouls, and lift up our hearts by your interceſſion to thaſl n 
deſires of thoſe goods which ye poſſeſs, that we may one day poſſeii ic: 
them with you in a happy eternity. Amen. m 
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XXXIV. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 
He is ignominiouſiy dragged through the ftreets of Jeruſalem. 


RIDAY, the happieſt day that ever enlightened the world, 

being come, men were in very different diſpoſitions. Chnit 
could not behold a more ſorrowful «ay for Him, nor one more 
defired at the ſame time; Gnre it was that whereon his love, reſ- 
trained for ſo many years out of obedience, was at laſt to ſatisfy 
the conſummation of its ſacrifice. N 


He had ardently wiſhed for that day all his life, and he ſaw it 
come with joy; becauſe he was juſt upon the point of triumphing 
over hell, of uniting heaven and earth together, of ſubmitting the 
hearts of his elect to his will, of redeeming ſinners. and of opening 
to all men the treaſures of his infinite merey. But the world looked 
upon that day with indifferency, becaufe.it was ignorant of the 
immenſe goods which were prepared for it. And our Saviour's 
enemies, blinded by their own malice, abandoned of Ged, and 
become at the ſame time the miniſters of the devil, and the executors 
of the eternal deſign which they knew not, waagined that they 
ought to loſe no moment of a day fo proper to ſatisfy their hatred, 
though it was to be to them a ſource of miſeties, and a ſubject of 
immortal glory to Chriſt. 


II. Thus, without its being neceſſary to ſend for them, they 
came to Caiphas's houſe at the dawning of the day. They agreed 
together about thoſe points upon which they ſhould condema our 
Saviour. They reſolved to inſiſt thereon, whatever might be ſaid 
in his favour, to oppreſs him by their clamours and number, if he 
undertook to defend himſelf, and to bring Pate into their opinion, 
either by conſent or by force. They were fo afraid leſt this affair 
ſnould not ſucceed, that they imparted it to no one. They would 
lead him away by themſclves, being perſualed, that ſince they were 
maſters of the people, prieſts of the temple, doctors of the law, 
and having with them the Phariſees, who made proſeſſion of a holy 
lite, nothing could be capable of reſiſting their authority. 


But before Pilate, who being governor of the province, was 
engaged in other affairs, and the prople who a few days before had 
received Chriſt with ſuch great acclamations, could have time to 
excite any commotion for ſaving him, they ordered him to be igno- 
miniouſly dragged through the itreecs of the city, that they might 
render him odious and contemptible to the people, who judge of 
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things only by appearances, and paſs ſo eaſily from love to hatred. 
They took him therefore out of the prilon, ſaying a thouſand 
injurious things to him, treating him as an accur/ed, a ſeducer, and 
magician. They called him no longer by his holy name, which they 
were unworthy to pronounce ; and they were not touched with all 


the evils that he had ſuffered during the night. 


Some aſked him, out of a cruel raillery, whether he would not 
work ſome miracle? others bleſſed God, who had diſcovered fuch 
dangerous impoltures. Then he was put into the hands of his 
executioners, led to Pilates houſe with loud ſhoutings, through 
the city of Jeruſalem, and ſurrounded with a troop of ſoldiers, who 
hindered the crowd from coming near, leſt he ſhould have been 
taken away. | | 


III. In that ſtate he departed from Caiphas's houſe, receiving a 
thouſand avutes and violences by the way, and hearing nothing but 
ialphemies, They pulled him to one fide, puſhed him to another, 
and continually preſſed him to walk on, though he was overwhelmed 
with wearinels, after a night wherein he had ſuffered ſo much. If 
he happened to fall or ſtumble, they loaded him with ſtrokes and 
injuries, as the moſt contemptible of all men. The more he 
deſerved veneration by his modeſty and ſanctity, the more unwor- 
thily was he treated. 


At the noiſe of thoſe who led him along, the whole city ran 


together, and could not ſufficiently wonder to ſee a man dragged 


through the ſtreets with fo much infamy, whom they had received 
as the Meſſias a few days before. His ſilence, his chains, the pre- 
ſence of the magiſtrates and prieſts, made the people judge that 
he was guilty, and that every thing they had admired in him, was 
nothing but impoſture and hypocrily. And fo moſt of his friends 
declared againſt him: thoſe whom he had heaped favours upon, 
became his perſecutors ; and his miractes ſerved only to augment 
his ignominics. 


IV. Among all theſe reproaches, they obliged him to take four 
Journeys that morning. He went from Caiphas to Pilate; from 
Pilate to Herod; from Herod he returned to Pilate's houſe, and from 
thence he was led to Calvary, carrying upon his ſhoulders the croſs 
whereon he was to be faſtened : beſides the two journeys he had 
taken in the night, from the garden of Olives to the houſe of Aunas, 
and from the houſe of Annas to that of Caiphas. 


Thoſe ſouls that love their Saviour, may accompany him in ſpirit 


in all theſe ſtations, compaſſionating his pains, obſerving his mo- 


tions, 
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tions, imitating the virtues he practiſed, kiſſing the ground whereon * 
he walked, and gathering the treaſures of graces which he abun- 
dantly diſtributes. Thoſe who are leſs interior, will not ceaſe to 
draw great advantages allo from thence, if they compare the ways 
wherein they loſe themſelves, with thoſe which Chriſt has followed 
n order to fave them; and if they humbly implore his mercy, that 
they may return by his merits into the way of ſalvation, if they have 
left it; and to perſevere therein, if they walk in it. 


For our Lord has left us, in thoſe ſix journeys, wonderful exam- 
ples of all forts of virtues, eſpecially of patience and humility. In 
the firſt, he allows himſelf to be ſeized as a malefactor, out of 
obedience to his Father's will. In the ſecond, though he be the 
ſovereign judge of the living and the dead, he voluntarily ſubmits 
kme to the judgment of his enemies. In the third, he loſes that 
great reputation which he had acquired by his miracles, and by the 
ſanctity of his life. In the fourth, he appears before Herod, as if he 
was the meaneſt of his ſubjects, though he was the maſter and creator 
of the univerſe. In the fifth, he permuts his eternal wiſdom to pals 
for folly. And in the ſixth, he is placed between two thieves, 
Who would ever have thought that thoſe ways were the ſtreighteſt 
and ſureſt road for arriving at glory, if the ſon of God had not 
followed them ? | 


V. Is it not of thoſe ways David ſpoke, when he ſaid; Lord 
hew me thy ways, and teach me thy paths: direct me in thy truth, and 
teach me; becauſe thou art God my Saviour, and thee have I expected 
oli the day. Remember, O Lord! thy commiſerations, and thy mercies : 
vat are from the beginning of the world, (Pf. xxiv. 4.) 


For though that holy king ſaw himſelf elevated by the hand of 
God to the throne of Juda; delivered from the perſecution of Saul, 
in order to be victorious afterwards over his enemy nations; become 
from a ſhepherd, general of the army; from the laſt of an obſcure 
family, the head ot God's people, equal to the greateſt princes of 
his time, and from whom the Meſſias was to defcend, according 
to the fleſh ; in fine, choſen of God to be the patriarch, prophet, 
example, and model of the juſt : notwithſtanding in that elevation 
he never forgot his firſt condition; but remembered, with an hum- 
ble acknowledgment, the meanneſs from which God had raiſed him. 
He conſidered himſelf interiorly as a moſt contempable man; and 
every time he foretold our Saviour's Humiliations, he ſpoke in his 
own perſon, applied them to himſelf, as if he had deſired to be 
cloathed therewith before-hand, and as if he had envied thoſe who 
were to live under the law of grace, the happineſs of having _ 

their 
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their eyes an humble God, and of bring able to imitate upon earth 
the ſovereign Majeſty annihilated and crucified. 


That thought made him deſpiſe his own greatneſs, and inſpired 
him with an ardent defire of 1: nowing thote ſecrets ways, fo full of 
mercy, which were then entirely unknown. He beh. 14 them only 
from afar ; but he ſighed after them, and approached as near to 
them as he poſſibly could. Hence it is, that though he was one 
of the moſt powerful princes of the earth, he ſulſrred the chaſtiſe. 
ments of God, and the ingratitude of men, with as perfect a ſub. 
miſſion, as if he had had the example of an humbled God before 
his eyes. With how much more reaſon ought we to be ſubject to 
God in the evils and adverſities of this life, we to whom he has ſo 
clearly diſcovered thoſe divine ways, conſecrated by the toot-ſteps 
of his Son? Ought we not to conjure him, without intermiſſion, 
to conduct us by the ſame ways, and to enlighten our blindneſs, 
that we may be able to comprehend that admirable truth? 


VI. If David had ſeen our Saviour in that ſtate, how earneſtly 
would he have wiſhed to be taken in his ſtead; to be dragged 
through the ſtreets of Jeru/alem; to paſs for a fool; and to ſuffer 
reproaches for the name of Jeſus Chriſt, as many Saints have done 
ſince! But we who are very far from that perfection, and whom 
Chriſt, in condeſcenſion to our weakneſs, does not require to ſuffer 
for him every thing that he has ſuffered for us; how ſhall we juitify 
the little care we take in pleaſing him, and in ſhunning at leaſt the 
ways of fin, which lead us to death ? With what excule ſhall we 
cover our refuſal of being his Diſciples, and of imitating his meek- 

neſs and patience in the evils of this life? What conternpt ſhould 
we not have of ourſelves, if we could truly know the {tate to 
which fin has reduced us in the fight of God? 


they ou * at Jeaft to Keren the: — es inte riorly in | f . 
to ap ply themſelves to deſtroy human pride in them; to walk in the 
ways of the Lord, which are patience, mgeknels, contempt of one's 
ſelf, and reſignation to the divine will in ſufferings; to implore his 
help continually, that he may not abandon them in ſuch a difficult 
road; and to allow themſelves to be penctrated with a ſalutary con- 
fuſian, ſceing how far diſtant they are from their Saviour, and that 
they rather chuſe to walk in thole ways he has condemned, than 
in thoſe which he has followed. a 


But if in the midft of a moderate plenty, which is neceſſary for 


their exterior ſtate, and which the Law of God does not reprove, 
they 
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they interiorly preſerve chriſtian humility, and a ſincere contempt 
of themſelves ; Chriſt, who regards the ſentiments of the heart, 
and not the outward appearance, ſhall fill them with glory when he 
comes, in the day of his judgment, to recompenſe his true imitators. 
But if men, who have been only humbled in heart, muſt be glorified, 
what ſhall be the crown of thole, who humble within, and humble 
without, ſhall have followed the humility of our Saviour in its full 


extent ! 


CONTEMPLATION 


On Chriſt dragged through the flreets of Jeruſalem. 


WAKEN, O my ſoul! depart from the careleſs and drowſy 
ſtate thou art in; look upon thy Saviour; conſider the ſteps 
he has taken for thee ; behoid thoſe eyes dejected and funk for want 
of ſleep; that face livid and bruiſed ; that hair torn; and thoſe 
hands Joaden with chains; follow him in ſpirit ; join thyſelf to him; 
and comprehend what thou haſt coſt him. He is led from Caiphas 
to Pilate, as a difturber of the public peace; from Pilate to Herod, as 
a rebel that deſigned to make himſelf king; from Herod to Pilate, 
as a tool; and at laſt from Pilate to the croſs, as a malefactor. 


Acknowledge, O finful ſoul! that innocent Lamb in the midſt 
of wolves; behold the ſtrokes they give him, and the affronts they 
put upon him. Hear the blatphemies of the ſoldiers, the diſ- 
courſes of the prieſts, the mockeries of the Phariſees, and the out- 
cnes and maledictions of the populace. Repreſent to thyſelf thoſe 
ſtreets conſecrated by his miracles and charity; they were, a few 
days ago, the road of his triumph, and now they are the theatre 
of his ignominies. Admire his ſilence in the uproar, his meckneis 
in alfronts, and his calmneſs ia tumults. He murmurs not, nor 
complains of any one; and he has more patience in ſuffering, than 
his enemies have malice in ill treating him. 


II. What ſayeſt thou at the ſight of that ſpectacle, O unhappy ſoul? 
What ſayeſt thou, O man of duſt and aſhes! and yer fo proud? 
Behold the ſteps which the Son of God takes, the reproaches he 
endures, and the motives which an'mate him. O Divine Lamb! 
who takeſt away the ſins of the werid; O my God, my. Judge, and 
my Sovereign Good! open my eyes, enlighten my mind, that 

| may 
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] may know thy ways, and diſcover thereby the unhappineſs of Wil in 

thoſe who follow others. O Divine Jeſus! whoſe infinite wiſdom the 

cannot be deceived, thou haſt had no regard to thyſelf, thou hat tao 
not pared thyſelf when thou waſt to ſuffer for me; and thou hat 


not only expiated all my criminal ſteps; but haſt alſo taught me 
the freight ways which lead to ſalvation. ner 
wit 


O Diviae Light! O Eternal Truth! take pity on my blindneß. b. 
After all the favours I have received from thee, I neither know b. 
thee, nor myſelf. Shew me thy ways; conduct me into thy truth: hit 
for I defire' to have my eyes continually fixed on thee, who an t. 
my God, my Saviour, my gmde, my way, my truth, and my life, bu! 
Be mindtul of the goodneſs with which thou haſt borne with me, 


and of the patience wherewith thou haſt expected me, in order to 
diſcover my wanderings to me, to make me bewail them, and to {WI na! 
bring me back unto thee. halt 

10 


III. Suffer me, O Lord: here to confeſs my miſeries, and a Wh #0 
the ſame time to publith thy mercies. I have abandoned thy law, WW" 
been deaf to thy voice, rejected thy careſſes, and departed from Tun 


thee, in order to follow by-paths, which wv ould have led me o Wt 
eternal death, if thy hand had not ſtopped me on the brink of the W'"v 
precipice. And thou, O my God! haft created me to thy une 
image, haſt waſhed me in thy blood, haſt taus it me the ways of life, 
haſt infuſed into my ſoul, Faith, Hop: , and Charity, and haft 1 
brought me into the Catholic Den, o which thou haſt left thy WWW”! 
Doctrine, the keys of the kingdom of Heaven, and the aſſurance WF 
of eternal happineſs. an 
N | 0 t 
del 


When I was of age to know thee, I found an infinite number 
of helps ready for me, and all the Ways open for coming to thee, 
If I had faithfully followed them at that tirge, as 1 had promised 
in my baptiſm, how near ſhould I have been to thee at preſent, 
O my God! how enlightened would my ſpirit have been, and how 
pure my heart! But, alas ! wretched tat I am, I have deſpiled 
all thoſe advantages, I have departed from thee, in order to ad- 
here to the world and myſclf. 1 have followed my own will inſtead 
of thine. I beheved, and my whole life has been contrary to my 
fach. I haue put in creatures the hape | ought to have had in 
taer, and given to thoſe things which thou hateſt, the love which 
ough:c to have been only for thee alone. 


L fee, O Lord! in my life, by means of thy light, a long train 
of {ins which cover me "with confuſion, and break my heart With 
forrow. I diſtinguaſh thoſe to which I am moſt ſubject, which 
Rave occaſioned me the g' eateſt wanderings, and which ſill hinder 
in 
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n me the effect of thy mercies. Confound me not, O Lord ! in 
the day of thy wrath, but deliver me, by the reproaches which 
thou ſuffereſt, from the eternal confuſion which 1 have deſerved. 


IV. Behold what I am, O my God! behold this miſerable ſin- 
net for whom, thou haſt tuſfered ſo much. Behold the ways in 
which l have walked, after having ſeen thof2 which thou haſt fol- 
breed. Re chold what has been the vanity of my thoughts, the 
chef my affections, and the negligence of my life. Behold 
ben 1 have employed the ſtrength which thou haſt given me, and 
tu powers of a ſoul which thou haſt created to thy image. Be- 
er tine, what has been my whole occupation and my pleaſure, 


How different are thy ways, O my Saviour! from mine, how 
many lines have I deſpiſed and abandoned thee ? How many graces 
bat thou granted and protaiſed me? and notwithſtanding, I defire 
to de lee \roured and conſidered, whilſt thou art diſhonoured and 
i001 cd leis] that have been a thouſand times unfaithful to thee, 
ind it is chu that haſt been treated as a perfidious perſon. I have 


W, 

mn WI rum as a madman after vanities; and it is thou, O eternal Wiſdom! 
o Wl that art accuſed of folly. I have robbed thee of the glory and 
ts bee which were due to thee ; and it is thou who art crucified be- 
un Wivcen two thicves. I am the guilty, and thou art puniſhed. 

ife 

af 1 is I, O Lord.! that have deſerved the treatment which thou 
by Whufcreft. All creatures ought to have riſen up againſt me, and 


Ce ey tarough the univerſe with! ignominy, as an ungrateful perſon, 

z traitor, and a rebel. And after all, thou not only pardoneſt me, 

0 thou life of my ſoul ! but wilt alſo undergo the puniſhment I 
der Nacſcrye. 1 adore that intinite goodneſs; I adore that ineffable love. 
ee. MW! conjure thee, O my God! by that ſame love, to change my heart, 
ſeg Nad to lead me into that ſtreight way which thou haſt taught me. 
nt, , before me for a law, O Lud] the way of thy juſtifications ; and I 
ow Mili! /eck ofter it always. Plal. cxviii. 33. But take me by the hand, 
fed 0 Lord. that I may run after thee in the odour of thy perfumes: 
ad. or if thou letteſt me go alone, I ſhall fall like a child which can- 
cad Not yet walic, or I {hall go aſtray as a traveller that knows not the 
my ay, or 1 ſhall be obiiged to ſtay by the way as a fick perſon that 
in Hes not the ſtrength of following chee, or J ſhall fly from thee per- 
ich W'2ps as a deſerter. But if thou leadeſt me along with thee, I ſhall 

go every where without fearing any thing; and the moſt painful 

journey will become ſweet to me in thy company. 


rain 
vith V. Inſtruct me therefore interiorly, O Divine Light! in the ſecret 
ich t thy ways. Didſt thou not come upon earth to open us heaven, 


ger Ne overcome our enemies, to make us know thy F 'ather, to Kindle 
in in 
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in cur hearts the fire of thy love, to diſengage us from the earth 
and to draw us to thee by che charms of thy beauty; to heal on 
evils, and to crown us with al! the bleſſings of grace and glory! 
Who would ever have thought, O Lord! that the way which thou 
followeſt, ſnould lead to dic great things for which thou art come: 
O impenetrable counſels of the divine wiſdom! happy is he, who 
being united to thee, O my God! contemplates upon thy deſigns 
and thy works concinually. 


It is by theſe ways that thou confoundeſt the proud, exalteſt the 
humble, melteſt the ice of our hearts, diſſipateſt the dark neſs of 
our minds, takeſt ſouls out of the abyts of ſin, triumpheſt over thy 
enemies, and glorifieſt thy Father. It is thereby that thou in- 
ſtructeſt, entighcenelt, warmeſt, and enricheſt us. Flow beautiful 
are thy ſteps, O only Son of the living God! how profound arethy 
countzls, O eternal Wiſdom! how certain are thy ways, O immyt- 
able Truth! Whither do I go then, O thou life of my ſoul! when 
1 follow not thee ? When ſhall I (ce myſelf for thy take in the ſtate 
I ſee thee in for mine? When ſhall I love the contempt of the 
world as much as I have loved us eſteem and its vamties ? 


In thoſe moments wherein I ſuffer any thing for thy love, and 
wherein thou darteſt into my heart, a ray of thy light, life be. 
comes weariſome to me, and the world incommodious. I then 
clearly find the need I have of thee, I deſire thee, ſigh after thee 
and would always be with thee, and never be ſeparated from thee, 
But when the fleſh is once ſatisfied, all thoſe ſentiments are lol, 
and all thoſe lights vaniſh away. Since it is therefore true thut! 
cantot walk in fafety but in thy ways, grant, O Lord! that I my 
jove them, ſeek them, find them, and follow them. 


O moſt pure Mother of God! you who, always full of faith 
of love, and of conformity to the divine will, have faithfully fol 
lowed the ways of our Lord, obtain me grace to folloy them fat 
the future, and to leave. thoſe which I have followed fo long 
Angels of heaven, who behold and admire the divine counſels; 
bletied ſouls who formerly followed the wanderings of the world 
but have entered again into the ways of our Saviour; who no 
iaſte the fruit of his. 1gnominies, aud contemplate, without any vet 
ſuch admirav!e truths; obtain me a ray of your light, and a ſpark 
of your love, that having bad on earth the fame tentiments as yok 
may poſſeſs in heaven the tame glory. Amen. 
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XXXV, SUFFERING OF CHRIST. 


He is led as a fool to Herod's court. 


'ho 
ans HE prieſts and the chiefs of the Jews led Chriſt to Pilate, 
with ſuch a noile as might make that judge believe, that our 
erour had committed {ome very extraor linary crime. And in 
the Ncrdcr to give greater probability to that opinion, by the authority 
; of We their perlons, and the zeal of religion, they themſelves became 
thy Wi: accuſers; but they would not enter into Pilat?'s palace, 
in- ich they looked upon as a prophane place, becauſe it was the 
Une of a Gentile; and they were afraid of defiling themſclves on 


thy d ſo holy, whereon they were to celebrate the Paſcb. 


hen The human heart is ſo blind, when it is prepoſſeſſed with any paſ- 
ſtate Won, char in moving a ſcruple of violating the ſmalleſt obſervances, 
the en abandons itſelf, without any reterve, to the greateſt diſ- 


x 


racrs. 


and BY The mortal hatred which the Ferws bore to Chriſt, who had been 
be · N rommed to. them ſo long, and whom God had lent to them at laſt; 


then Wc {allo teſtimonies, the contempt of the laws, the oppreſſion of 
thee, Winoceace, blaſphemies, and ingratitude, were incapable of puttiag 


ther. top to them; and they were afraid that their entering into Pilates 
lolt, Muc would render them unworthy of eating che Paſchal Lamb, 
hat Id the unleavened Bread, 


II. Pilate, who conſidered them as the chief of the nation, came 
rs them, to hear them: but when he heard them ſpeak of Ga/litee, 
faith Where Chriſt, as they aſſured him, had taught falie doctrine; and 
fe- Nazareth, which was ſaid to be his country, he feat him to 
n fi, on whom thoſe places depended, and who was then at Jeru- 
long W/m. Herod and Pilate were at variance, but that deference of 
lee gained Herod, From enemies, as they had been, they became 


yori Winds, and Chriſt was the bond of their reconciliation. As they 
woher incapable of a greater good, our Saviour delivered them at 
reiht trom the hatred they bore one another, and gave them peace 
parti neceſſary between thoſe who are charged with the conduct of 
; YoUMticrs, 


What would he not have wrought in them, if he had found their 
arts better prepared, and more proper to receive the bleflings 
ch he was defirous of beſtowing on them? For the love of 

Jeſus 
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Jeſus cannot remain wichout action; and when the hardneſs of or 
hearts reſiſts him, he nouriſhes himſelf with patience, and expeds i” 
a better diſpoſition, f 


III. The Jews with great heat laid before Herod, every thi Wi" 
they had to fay againſt Chriſt; but they were badly heard: fi"? 
beiides that prince's having wiſhed for a long time to fee that ext. 
ordinary man, whoſe doctrine, ſanctity, and miracles had bee 
much commended to him; he cafily perceived that theſe tumultoul 
accufations were the pure effects of envy and hatred : and ſo he 
made ſmall account of them, and thought only of ſatisfying his 
curioſity by the tight of tome prodigy. 


But our Saviour, whoſe life was a model of perfection to all men, 
and to all ſtates, was plcaſed on this occaſion to teach apoſtolic 
men, who are fometimes obliged to treat with great perſonagez 
what their views and hopes ought to be. It was an example er. 
tremely neceſſaty: for the eyes and majeſty of princes have but t 
much powcr to ſhake the conſtancy of the belt intentioned perſon 
who may be invincible every other way. There are few whok 
virtue is proof againſt the favour of the great; and the deſire d 
pleaſing them, is always a mott dangerous temptation for the ſervant 
of God. For that reaſon Chriſt appearing at Herad's court, wi 
pleated to give them the following irnportant inſtructions. 


IV. Firſt, he did not go thither of himſelf; but was dragged 
thither by force, to teach them, that they ought to go to the cou 
only out of neceflity, and not by inclination. 


Secondly, our Saviour had no regard to the deſire which thi 
prince expreſſed of ſeeing ſome miracle; becauſe he knew that a 
that juncture, a miracle would procure no glory to God, and wou 
only ſerve to ſatisfy the curioſity of a man. He who in ſo holy! 
profeſiion, does not propole to himſelf at court the glory of God 
as his principal end, and ſeeks only to pleaſe the prince, is extreme) 
blameable: for beſides his hopes being often deceived, he ok 
interior Peace, Which is the happineſs of his ſtate, and the fruit 
true virtue. 


Thirdly, Chriſt would not employ Hered's power, to deli 
himſelf from that of the Zerws, nor to defend his own reputation 
though ke might very eafily have done it: for one ſingle mirach 
would have had more power over the mind of that prince, tha 
all the accuſations of the Prieſts and Phariſees. But he would teac 
men to ſupport the good opimon which others have of them by th 
punt! 
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c ufity of their virtue, the teſtimony of their own conſcience, and 
au de interior communication with God, which are ſuch powerful arms 
POE: eating the evils of this life, and acquiring the goods of heaven: 
whereas the favour of kings cannot ſecure us from human miſeries; 
ind ſerves commonly for nothing elle but filling our hearts with 


yanity. 


In fine, our Saviour has ſhewn us by Ins example, to expe& 
ching from the court but what he found there himſelf; that is a 
eat deal of contempt, becauſe he would not ſatisfy Herod's vain 
vrioſity. For a thing ſo precious as the hope of man's heart, by 
hich eternal goods can be obtained, ought never to be ſeparated 
om its folid foundation, which is God, to be ſupported by the arm 


* the lieh, which is incapable of ſuſtaining it long. 
1 
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V. Herod, who had been informed that Chriſt was a great 
rophet, aſked him ſeveral queſtions concerning his doctrine, and 
ncerning what was to come, out of a deſire of ſeeing or learning 
mething extraordinary. But, beſides our Saviour being unwilling 
do or ſay any thing that might hinder or delay che death which he 
ad reſolved to endure for us, he faw likewiſe that whatever he 
ould then do, could ſerve only to ſatisfy the curioſity of a prince, 
ho had no difpolition to follow the truth; and that there was no- 
ing to be hoped for, either to his Father's glory, or the ſalvation 
men: wherefore he remained in a deep lilence and antwered 
pthing, either to Herod's queſtions, or the Jets accuſations. They 
d not fail to take advantage of his ſilence, by ſaying that he was 
avicted, and had nothing to anſwer to the crimes whereot he was 
culed. 


There were at court ſome very different opinions concerning our 
riour's perſon. Some ſpoke with admiration of his works, 
iereof they had been witneſſes : others affirmed there was impoſ- 
re and enchantment therein: ſme maintained that magic did not 
tore life to the dead, nor ſight to the blind: many, in fine, re- 
ned him as a man ſent from God; every one judging thus 
cording to his own diſpoſition, of the doctrine and miracles of 
anſt, He knew all theſe different judgments, without taking 
notice of them. But although his patience and modeſty ouglit 
have procured him the veneration of tlioſte who were preſent, yet 
was treated as one that was ſtupid, and knew not how to profit 
an occaſion which might have been to advantageous to him. 


elivet 
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VI. There are none ſo eaſily deceived as princes, in what regards 
mllves, As they are ſurrounded with flatterers, and commonly 
full 
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full of a good opinion of themſelves ; they are perſuaded jy 
every one ought to ſeek their protection, and eſteem themſche 
happy in pleaſing them. Thus Herod did not doubt but Chriſt wy 
a weak man, and without any ſpirit; ſince he neglected ſo fine x 
occaſion of freeing himſelf from the hands of his enemies. He 0 
judged that his great reputation was an effect of the people's igw. 

rance who admire every thing; and that he might not ſeduce ay 

one for the future, he thought it was neceſſary to lead him chrom « 
the city with a public mark of folly. He cauſed him therefore oil 5; 
be cloathed with a white garment, and in that condition ſent hu c 
back to Pilate, to ſhew him what he ought to judge of him. hi 


Behold how the king and court treated Chriſt: behold the eſten «: 
they had of the wiſdom of God, in the houſes of thoſe who 2 c: 
for the ſages of the world. Let us befeech our Saviour, that, t 
chriſtian courts, where he is acknowledged and adored for en 
only Son of the Living God, the humility, meekneſs, and patiem b: 
which he has taught us, may not be treated as folly, as they well el 


at Herod's court, co 
It cannot be expreſſed how much this new garment redoubl 

the cries and mockeries of the ſoldiers, who led our Saviour ru it 

Hered's palace to that of Pilate, nor what crouds of people alſemble{f ap 


from all parts of the city to ſee him, they put upon him all an 
affronts that an inſolent populace is wont to do to thoſe who pal 
for public fools. He then loſt the reputation which he had acquire 
by his ſanctity and miracles; and ſuffered all thoſe indignities wit 
invincible patience. 


VII. He whom we regard as the eternal wiſdom of God ta no! 
Father, as the only Son of the living God, as the ſupreme ai acc 
infinite goodneſs, and as the ſpotleſs mirror of the divine majelng gl 
vouchſafed to paſs upon earth for a fool. O ſecrets of the conduit led 
of God, how little are you known unto men! The world fears i bar 
doctrine ſo pure and fo contrary to its deſires; for that reaſon Wi the 
endeavours to render it ridiculous, that it may weaken the authori_gh per 
thereof; and employs, for deſtroying it, kings, courtiers, prieli 
doctors, and all the people. But this eternal and omnipatent tru! 
ſhall ſubſiſt in ſpite of all their efforts; and the means which tix 
have invented, for obſcuring it, ſerve only to make it ſhine v! 
greater ſplendor, 


VIII. Chriſt would conſecrate in himſelf this admirable truth 
which he has ſince taught ns by his apoſtle ; (1 Cr. iii. 18.) # 6 
one ameng you ſeem to be viſe in this world, let him become a foi! i! 
be may be wiſe, Ile would accompliſh the defigns of his eten 

. W1G0! 
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wiſdom, overcome the world, eftabliſh the church, and 

heaven by his humiliations, without troubling himſelf about the 
judgments of the world: to make us comprehend that a heart ca- 
pable of the glory of heaven, ought never to think itſelf either 
cat down by the contempt of the world, or exalted by its honours. 


This alſo made St. Paul ſay, that the wiſdom of this world is 
with God : (ibid.) and that ſbe prudence of the fleſb is death ; (Rom. 
vii. 6.) becauſe all the wiſdom of the world, with its delicacies 
concerning honour, cannot exalt man to eternal glory, for which 
he was created. Thus it is a real foily, whoſe views terminate in 
acquiring riches, pleaſures, favour, reputation, and other ſuch 
goods, which finiſh with the death of the body, and often cauſe 
te death of the foul. Ou the contrary Chriſtian Wiſdom deſpiſes 
the world, abhors its vanities, ſhuns its honours, neglects its fayour, 
embraces humiliation, turns all its thoughts towards heaven, and 
being content with the interior goods which it paſſeſſes, it never 
elteems itſelf more glorious, than When the world has the greateſt 
contempt for it. 


But becauſe the world is unacquuinted with thoſe divine goods, 
it regards thoſe as fools who are truly wile in Chriſt, though the 
apoſtle affirms, that the world was net worthy of them (Hb. xi 38.) 
and loudly declares that he world is crucified to him, and be ta the 
urid. (Gal. vi. 14.) As if he ſaid: the world takes me for an 
accurſed perſon, and deſpiſes Chriſt crucified, whom I preach to 
it; but 1 aito treat the world in the ſame manner, and in my turn 
regard it as an object of malediction and horror. Whatever hope it 
may flatter me with, whatever advantage it may promiſe me, it ſhall 
not deceive me, becauſe 1 conſider all its grandeur as dirt, that I may 
acquire that divine wildom which is unknown to it. Let it therefore 
glory in its pride as much as it pleaſes; let the wile boaſt of their know- 
ledge as much as they will, they muſt at laſt, if they would be eternally 
bappy, have recouric to numuiiy and to the folly of the crots: for 
they will find nothing in the wiſdom of the world but deceit and 
perdition. 


CO N- 
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CONTEMPLATI1ION 
On Chrift regarded as a fool at Herod's court: 


F72J. JESUS! eternal wiſdom; the light and love of my ſoul, my 
0 lord, my maſter, and my fovereign good! who can ſay tha 
thou ſuffereſt not freely? Who can doubt but that the injury which 
thou ſuffereſt, comes rather from thy love, than from the malice gf 
thy enemies? Thou appeareſt before a king, who had. long deſired 
to know thee, to hear thy doctrine, to be witnels of thy miracles 
and who felt a ſecret joy at thy arrival, in hopes of feeing himſelf 
the wonders which. they had ſpoken ſo much of to him. Has thy 
wiſdom abandoned thee? haſt thou loſt that infinite power? cant 
thou not by ſome prodigy, in order to confound the Jews, gain the 
admiration of the prince, diſcover the moſt ſecret thoughts of thoſe 
who were preſent, engage the hearts of courtiers by the charms of 
thy doctrine, and thus manifeſt thy greatneſs and divinity ? 


Thou ſeeſt, O Lord! with what rage the Jerws accuſe thee, 
Every place reſounds with their outcries, lies, and falſe witneſſes, 
Thou art interrogated, and anſwereſt not. Miracles are deſired 
from thee, and thou workeſt none. It is hoped thou wilt have 
ſome complaiſance to the will of a king, and thou loſeſt fo favour: 
able an occaſion of gaining him, and of confounding thy enemies, 
Thou authoriſeſt their injuſtice in paſſing for a convicted criminal, 
and thou art ſilent, and concealeſt thy wiſdom, thy power, and thy 
majeſty; and ſuffereſt a king, with all thoſe that ſurround him, to 
deſpiſe thee, to regard thee as a fool, and to make thee be led, with 
a robe of ignominy, through the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, as a ſeducee 


of the pcople. 


II. O eternal truth! how little the world knows thee! how hidden 
are thy ways from the proud and the wiſe of the world! Grant that 
I may know thee; and permit me not to go aſtray in the ways d 
carnal prudence. I adore thee, O tovereign truth! J adore thee, U 
wiſdom of the father! I adore thee, O light of fouls! ro whom thou 
ſheweſt fo clearly, in thy divine perſon, that pure doctrine which 
thou haſt taught both by thyſeif and by thy apoitles; that we mult 
become fools, ſimple, and ignorant, if we would be wiſe. 


Infinite thanks be given to thee, O Lord! for having hidden 
thoſe truths from the preud and wiſe, and for having revealed them 
to the humble and little. O that we did but imitate thee in thy 
teproaches O that we had but that interior ſpirit, which makes u 


find 


444% 
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fand a ſolid glory in contempt, by the advan tage there is in reſem- 
pling thee! O that we had but thoſe humble ſentiments of ourſelves, 
ind reckoned for nothing the eſteem of men; how happy ſhould 


we bt 8 


When wilt thou engrave in my for!, O Lord! thoſe divine 
turns? J adore them; but alas! how far do I find myſeif from 
hem! I deſire to be ſeen, heard, _ MR - I tremble at the 
yery thoughts of contempt. Wh comes this, Lord! 
Where then is that ſecret pride conce od which rulcs over me? 
And how can it ſubſiſt in the fight of thy humility? Thou kaoweſt, 
0 my love, and my glory! that if thou doft not purity my interior, 
and giveſt me not a heart recollected, and attentive to thy preſence, 
| ih; al never know that truth, nor taſte it, nor love it as thou haſt 
bred it. Pardon me, my. wanderings and vanities, O my God! 
Draw me after thee, by the means of that light, and permit me 
pt to deſire, love, or follow any other way, or any other doctrine 
but that which thou haſt taught me. 


IT. O Jeſus deſpiſed! it is by thy contempt that thou comeſt 
D w; it is thereby that thou inſtructeſt and charmeſt the fouls that 

fithful to thee. When thy perfect imitators forget themlcives, 
nat i they may only remember thee; when they pla: their glory in 
by ignominies; when they are interiorly intent on thee, they 
ur- N andon the care of human things, and pats for unprofitabie, ſiochi- 
ies, , and ſtupid people; they do not change their nature. Whence 
nal, mes it then that the world no longer elleems them but as men 
thy ed alive, annihilated, good for nothing, and incapable of any 
to Whonmierce? Who has rendered them fo retired, indifferent, and 
vith oc e, but thou, O divine love! who art more piercing than d 
ucer WW: ge bord; ſtronger than death; and more jealous than hell. 


It is thou, O my Jeſus! who workeſt all thoſe changes in ſouls, 
den ¶ hou poſſeſſeſt them interiorly ; teacheſt them in ſecret, a wiſdom 
that Mich the world knows not; and diſcovereſt to them a beauty 
s 0 ach eyes do not behold. Thou illuminateſt them with a hght 
0 cch fleſh does not perceive, and giveſt them a diſcerning which 
thou W's: them that what appears outwardly is ſo low, fo poor, and fo 
2 ite! rc that they can no longer dæpart from what occupies 
mull Wc: (thin, 


II. When ſhall I be transformed info thee, O divine ſpouſe of 
aden WF? 10ul! When J behold in thee all thoſe wonders, and thy ſer- 
them Nets experience them in themſelves, what am I thinking on {till to 
thy Neem the favours of the world, and to afflict my {cif with the 


es 1 tempt of thy humiliations? O beauty /o antient 4. . fo new, tc9 
find Vor. II. 1 late 
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late have I begun to love thee. But though I love thee late, gu 
at leaſt that I may love thee with a pure and ſincere heart. Ae 
J fly from thee, O my God! and continually depart from thy Wi a: 
Thou makeſt thyſelf be felt in the bottom of the heart, commm u: 
cateſt thyſelf to thoſe who abide in themſelves; and I live nn 
continual diflipation; becauſe my attention is divided on the eyes 

all men that behold me; and to pleaſe them, O my God! I h 

the ſight of thee. fo 


Convert me, O Lerd! and I ſhall be converted; change me, ad 
ſhall be changed; inſtruc me interiorly, and then though I be 
fool in the eyes of the world, I ſhall be wife before thee. Hay 
is he that is a fool for thy ſake. Happy is he that is deſpiſed jy 
thee, who deſires neither to be ſeen nor eſteemed by any but 
O my ſovereign felicity! 


V. O eternal word! O wiſdom of God! O light of thoſe w 
Hve in interior darkneſs, and in the thadow of a mortal ignoram 
teach me how thy conduct agrees with thy words: for thou þ 
nid, that better is a good name, than much riches. Prov. xxii. I. 
that a good reputation to be eſteemed a fool, ſtupid, and x 
Unpoſtor? It is having a bad reputation to paſs for a coveta 
proud, imptous, revengeful, and envious perſon; but it is ham 
a good one, to be eſteemed holy, juſt, pious, prudent, and learn 
'Thou art thought wicked, a teducer, and a fool; where then 


that good reputation which thou wouldſt have preferred to beg 
riches ? Fn 
| thy 
Diſcover to me this myſtery, O Lord! and enlighten the darm 
of my ſoul. I have hitherto believed that @ good ref utation conſiii lt 
in pleaſing men; in being 'praiſed, approved, and conſidered ine, 
them; and to attain thereto, I have given myſelf a thou 
troubles, have ſacrificed my goods, health, and repole; and ut 
my hopes were deccived; I have fallen into ſadneſs and troul] | 
Then inſtead of having recourie to thee, O my God! I have fu day 
gotten thee, and my heart has launched out, in vain complai bro 
and fooliſh words, love 
nets 
I ſpeak not of thoſe unhappy moments wherein I have tak loc 
pleaſure in offending thee; have placed my glory in things wg, 
thou hateſt; and have been willing to make my vices pals | ** 
Tei 


virtues. 1 only mention here the blindneſs I have been in c 
cerning the purity of thy doctrine, IJ have imagined, that thy i 
obliged me to preſerve the reputation of a good man, even to 
prejudice of my repoſe. O vanity! O folly! O blindneſs! Thi 
© Lord! who art the glory of the juſt, make me comprehend h 

| advantage! 
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advantageous it is to paſs for an ignorant and fooliſh perſon in the 
eyes of the world. Teach me to de ſilent, for thy love, when I 
am deſpiſed, ro forget every thing, to loſe all chings for thee, to be 
unconcerned about human juc igments, and to regard thee only, as 
my judge, my wiſdom, my trea: ure, my glory, and my happinels. 


How wiſe am I, O humble Jeſus! when I love thee! How 
fooliſh am I, when T loſe thee! How happy am 1, when J ſacrifice 
mytelf for thee! How miſerable am I, even when I poſſeſs all things 
without thee! How juit am I, when charmed with thy beauty, 
| deſpite the world! How blind am I, when I love any thing with 
thee, which I love not for thee! O that I could one day behold 
myſelf unprofitable and contemptible in the eyes of the world; but 
x: the ſame time poſſeſſed with thy love, O my Jeſus! plunged, 
oSjorbed, left, and transformed in thee. 


VI. How can I deſire life, but to irnitate thee in thy reproaches, 
O kumbled Majeſty ! Can I deſire to be more wiſe and enlightened 
than thou art, O eternal witdom! Take me out of this world, O 
Lord! if thou foreſee|t that I am ever to love or eſteem any thing 
to the prejudice of that holy truths which thou teacheſt me. To 
what purpole is wiſdom and underſtanding without thee, O divine 
light! 


Here it is that my darkneſs muſt be diſſipated; and that I muſt 
begin to undeceive myſelf concerning the {alle glory of the world. 
Embrace me, O humbled Jefus! and receive me a. a companion of 
thy humiliations. In this moment I renounce ad eſteem, all glory; 
all re putation among men. Let others be gfeemed, and me deypiſed; 
kt them be in honour, and me in ob/ifvim; let no creature think on 
me, and let none but thee, O my God! hear me, lave me, and 
regard me. 


VII. How far diſtant have my views been from thine, O my 
Saviour! and how 2 faults hall the fire, which thou haſt 
brought upon earth, find in me to be confumed! Therein thy 
love all find a heat to be transformed, thy light ſhall find dark- 
neſs to be diſpelled, and thy wWildom an ignorance to be inſtructed. 
Inſſame me, O Lord! Conſume me, inſtrut me, and humble me 
in the eyes of the world; and exalt me in thy Gght, When hall 
bckold that happy change? O that I ſhould never depart from thy 
pretence! O that every thi ng beſides thee ſhould cauſe dige: and 


1 of | 
mor to my {oul! O that ail re_ ron dul abandon me,: __ 
o me, and deſpiſe me; and that thou alone, O my Jeſus! woulaſt 
Th policis this heart, which is made only þ for thee! 
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O fad and miſerable life! how long and dangerous art thou 2 
the ſame time! Put an end to it this moment, O Lord! if I 25 
ever to forget thy humiliations: or at leaſt, put an end to th, 
attachment I have of its vanities, that I may only be occupied vit 
thee; that I may remember thce at all times, in all places, in action 

and reſt, in health and ſickneſs, in life and death. 


Thou knoweſt that I cannot comprehend thoſe ſublime truth 
without thy light. Give me therefore what thou commande Wi * 
me, and command me what thou pleaſeſt: for withaut thee 1 c 
do nothing but ruin myſelf, and I can do all things with thee, O bur 
my God! m y ſtrength, my defence, and my ſalvation! Was 


O moſt holy Virgin! you who fo faithfully practiſed thok ch 
truths, and gained by your humility the only Son of the eternal 
Father, into your poſſeſſion; he eſteemed you, and you defpiled Wh*** 
yourſelf; the angel called you /#// if grace, O Mother of God! WW" 
and you regarded yourtelf as his handmaid, becauſe you beheld nx "© 
in vourielt the pertections, which the angel beheld in you. You ll 
carried in your womb the expectation of Nations; but you hid 
your treaſure, and the world eſteemed you not, though you were 1 
Full of grace. How remote am I from that way, O facred virgin 8W©* 
The Son of God pailes for a fool; vou who are the mother of the WM" © 
Son of God, and the queer. of angels, remain unknown in the ““ 
world; and L, a faithleſs ſervant, what ſhall I ſay to excl the 
pride of my lite? Take pity on me, O mother of mercy! give me WW” *: 
a ſhare of the diſpoſitions of your heart, and obtain me the love d 
humility, wherein you know, by your own experience, true wiſdom 
conſiſts. Angels of heaven, who are full of God, and proſtrate ar 
yourſelves continually with a profound humility before the throne WW” 
of the Lamb: bleſſed ſouls, who owe your glory to the hum“ 
hations of our Saviour, among the eternal praiſes which you give {Wt 
him, mingle fome prayers for this miſerable ſinner; obtain of thi 
humbled God, to inſpire me with a ſincere deſire of my own 1 
ahjection, to infls me me with his love, and to make me delerve 8 


thereby to bleſs him eternally with you. Amen. in cr 
at tt 
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XXXVI. SUFFERING OF CHRIST. 


The coldieſs of his friends, and the triumph of his enemies. 


REAT ſufferings ſeldom come alone, and they are com- 


h þ 

1 monly ſucceeded by ſeveral others, which are ſometimes as 
„ WM «nv ble as the firſt. This is what Chriſt experienced all his life, 
Oos particularly in his Paſſion, every circumſtance of which alone 


was ſufficient to torment him. Such were, when he was ſeized in 
the garden of Gethſemani, the treaſon of Judas, the flight of his 


cher diſciples, the inſolence and cruelty of the ſoldiers; and upon 
the croſs, the diſlocation of his bones, the weight of his body, 


and ſeveral other ſuch particularities, which we mult endeavour to 
ont nothing of, when we meditate on our Saviour's paſſion ; that 
we may compaſſionate all his pains in particular, and give him thanks 
for them, fince they coſt him ſo dear, and are ſo profitable to us. 


Thus among the reproaches which he endured, when he was 


ere nom , 
| WW crzzged with ſo much 1gnominy through the ftreets of J-r/alem, 
he ve may conſider, as circumſtances which gave him an extreme 


pain, though few perſons reflect thereon, on one hand, the loſs of 
is reputation in the minds of his friends, whoſe eſteem he had 
xcauired, by the greatneſs of his miracles, the purity of his doctrine 
auch the holincſs of his life; and on the other, the triumph of his 
cuemits, who enjoyed the fruit of their malice. For, that he 
might more fully thew us the extent of his charity, he never ſpared 
himſelf in any thing; becauſe he was pleaſed, that in all kind of 
ſuferings that can happen to us, we might find in him a com- 
pation, a model, and a comforter. | 


II. We muſt not doubt but thoſe who had followed Chriſt fo 
long, who had been witneſſes of his wonders, and had ſeen people 
in crowds run after him, even into the deſert, were extremely ſhaken 
a the ſight of ſo prodigious a change: for the people do not pene- 
rate far into the divine counſels,” and are guided much more by 
what ftrikes the ſenſes, than by right reaſon and the underſtanding 
of the truth, Thus, after having admired Chriſt when the winds, 
the ſeas, the fick, the dead, and the devils, obeyed him; when 
they ſaw him cloathed with that robe of ignominy, his hands bound 
behind him, a rope about his neck, and led by the ſoldiers and 
executioners, their reaſon was diſturbed. Even thoſe whom he had 
healed, began to doubt whether their cure came from him, and 


776 uucther it would continue, 


That 


a 
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That people whoſe minds were in ſuſpenſe betwixt the miracly 
which cur Saviour had done, and the reproaches which he endured, 
knew not what fide to take. They ſometimes judged that fo many 
miracles could only come from a man ſent from God: ſometime, 
if that man was innocent, he wouid not be treated with fo much 
rigour, Thus they wavered in their own thoughts; and their igno- 
rance of the divine myſtery, joined to the natural inclination men 
have co diffidence, ſtill augmented that uncertainty. 


Chriſt ſaw clearly their little fajth, and he was ſenſibly touched 
therewith, out of the zeal he had for their ſalvation, This wasa 
pain peculiar to himſelf, and which the martyrs were not able to 
feel; becauſe they knew not the bottom of men's hearts. Even 
his moſt intimate friends, as the apoitles, Magdalen, Martha, 
Lazar 15, and ſome others, with whom he lived more familiarly, 
and whom he had inſtructed with more care, though they had ng 
doubt of his innocence, becauſe they were perſuaded of his ſanctit 
and of the hatred of the Jeros ; were ſhaken neverthelels in the 
faith of his divine perſon, ſeeing he neither ſaid or did any thing in 
his own defence. The fincerity ; of their love, and the weakneſs of 
their faith, cauſed in them that interior trouble, which was ſo much 
the more ſenſible to Chriſt, as he was more concerned at their infi 
delity, than at his own ſufferings. 


III. On the other hand, he beheld his enemies triumphing and 
applauding themielves in the ſucceſs of their injuſtice, vomiting 
againlt him a thouſand blaſphemies, calling him rmpoſtor, ſediticus 
magician, and thus turning the glory of his works, the excellence 
of his doctrine, and the greatnéſs of his power, to his own con- 


fuſion. 


He ſaw them inſulting his friends and diſciples, when he met 
them; and drawing the fame advantage from his ſilence, as if he 
had been convicted of all the crimes irhereof they accuſed him. He 
law them treating, his #7 acies as magic, his truths as lies, and his 
holineſs as felly. He ſau that what was moſt divine in him, drew 
upon hin the grearoti reproaches ; that the malice, hatred, ems, 
and bl; uphemics of nis enemies, paſſed for the zeal of religion, for 
a GT love vi their country, and for an effect of prucence. 
One muſt have c: epcrienced that lort of injuſtice, in order to form 
any idea af that which Chriſt then ſuffered, and to comprehend 
that as much as the 8 conſummate virtue can do, is to ſupport 
ittelf{ on tho occaſions, 


Put becauſe our Saviour woulcl ſuffer in his humanity more than 
all the martyrs and other ſaints have tuffered, he choſe amongſt his 
ſufferings 
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6Ferings, not only thoſe wherein the whole perfection of virtue is 
raiſed, but alſo thoſe which may ſerve as an example to all ſorts 
of afflicted perſons. David, in order to teſtify how clean his heart 
as from any hatred againſt his enemies, conſented to ſee them tri- 
umphing over him, as deeming it the greateſt evil that could befal 
him, if he had ever given way to revenge; and he made this im- 
precation againſt himſelf: FI had rendered to them that repaid me 
r:ils, let me <worthily fall empty from my enemies. Let the enemy 
wrſecute my ſoul, and take it, and tread down my life into the earth, and 
ang deten my glory into the dit. And notwithitanding, behold 
what Chriſt has ſuffered, with all the circumſtances which could 
render that pain infinitely ſenſible to him. (P/al. vii. 5.) 


The perfection which our Saviour here teaches his ſervants, is 
{6 pure and ſublime, that we may beſeech him with David, (PC. 
|xvi. 1.) as the greateſt felicity that can happen to us in this life, to 


; bleſs us, to illuminate his countenance upon us, and baue mercy on us: 
+ that we may know his way upon earth; in all nations his ſalvation. For 


thole examples are ſo high and divine, that all nature is aſtoniſhed 
thereat, and cannot attain thereto without a particular grace. 


IV. In the firſt place, becauſe we ſee in the reproaches of Chriſt, 
that humiliation joined to a good conſcience, is a ſurer way for 
guning heaven, than all the eſteem of the world, how juſt and holy 
erer it may appear. Chriſt knew how important it was, for the 
anctification of men, that he ſhould be acknowledged and adored; 


by ignominy than by praiſes; though that divine Redeemer could 
never be either ſufficiently praifed, or praiſed falſely. How much 
ſurer then is that very way for us, who may always juſtly believe 
ourlelves unworthy of all praiſe in the fight of God? For the ho- 
nours which one man pays to another, are commonly falſe or inſin- 
cere, ſerve only to blind him concerning his own failings, give him 
more eſteem for himſelf than he ought to have, to introduce pride 
into his foul, deſtroy virtue therein, and weaken in it the deſire of 
pleaſing God, who alone truly knows what we are, and what we 
delerve, 


But he, who is under little or no concern about the opinion of 
men, who on the contrary is afraid of their praiſes, and deſires only 
to pleaſe God, poſſeſſes in the midſt of contempts an interior peace 
aud conſolation, which the world cannot comprehend, He is con- 

tent with being known only by God alone, his true judge; is full 

of confidence in the dangers and miſeries of this life; and happier 

MW = thouſand times anudft the humiliations he endures for Chriſt, than 
; MW voridlings are in the higheſt ſpleudor of their glory, a 
f 


and yet he judged that this great deſign would be better accompliſhed 
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O that perſons, aſpiring to angelical perſection, did but fy WR Th 
LOS this truth? It they had the humbled and annihilay urig 
Jeſus continually before their eyes, how content would they he Me 
how full of conſolation, of peace, and of light would they bel Were 


Many praiſe and efcem the humiliations of our Saviour; but then 
are very few that love them. And yet experience teaches vs, thy 
God condutts by that way ſuch fouls as he deſigns to raiſe in hy 
church to an eminent ſanctity; and makes them find ineſtimul 
treaſures in tne moſt profound humiliations. 


V. In the ſecond place, Chriſt teaches us how perfect our faith 
ought to be, and how pure our charity; that is to fay, elevated 
above the eſteem and affection of the world, He knew that ty 
love and faith of his diſciples would be ſhaken by his humiliatiom, 
becauſe their faith was founded upon his miracles, and their lows 
upon his favours; but he judged it better to- put their faith and 
love to fo ſevere a trial, and to put themſelves in danger of loſing 
both, than to be but impertettly known and loved by them. He 
foreſaw, that being humbled by their own weakneſſes, they ſhoulf 
be better diſpoſed to receive his ſpirit which reſts only on the hum. 
ble; and which was one day to confirm their faith, and purify they 
charity, ; 

Indeed it happened that thoſe who had been diſturbed by the Hun 
reproaches ot our Saviour, afterwards placed their whole glory in Who! 
being like him, fo far as to triumph with joy, that they bad ben Moe 
reputed worthy to ſuffer reproach for the name of Jeſus (Acts 4. 41.) Nie 


Many love Chriſt, whilſt nothing happens to them contrary weer 
their deſires; but there are very few who, finding themſelves de- Nee 
prived of ſenſible graces, and perſecuted by the world at the ſame ſeal 
time, perſevere in the purity of love. Though God commonly ee 
prevents ſouls with the bleſſings of his ſweetneſs, in order to draw 
them to hin; yet he ill be loved for himſelt, and not for his gifts. WM © 
Hence it is that he Ivdes them fo often, and deprives us of the {Wow 
ſentiment of his pretencę, to try whether we love him purely and i! 
diſintereſtedly. For it the tout runs after the heavenly bridegroom, 
only when it feels the odour of his perfumes ; if it thinks itlelt Mic 
abandoned, when it finds them no longer, if it then goes to eck 
comfort among creatures, it is manifeſt, that it loves the gift more er 
than the giver, and the contolation of God more than the God ol Wea 
cconfolation. To love Jeſus crucified, deipiſed, and afflicted ; and ric 
to find him no leſs beautiful in his reproaches, than in his ſweet IF 13 
communications, is the proof of pure love, | iv 


This 
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This is a language very foreign to him who has nat reliſhed 
kit, and does not make it his chief occupation to know and 
ve him; wherein notwithſtanding conſiſts the end for which we 


vere created. 
* 


Although God bears with an unfaithful ſoul in this imperfect ſtate, 
il though his goodneſs forſakes it not; yet it is certain at leaſt, 
at it all ſpend its life in a great poverty of interior benefits, and 
t be ſenſible of what it loſes. On the contrary, a foul that gives 
up intirely to the love of Chriſt, and to the defire of imitat- 
» him, ſhall find him fo jealous, that it ſhall no longer have the 
redom of loving any thing with him, not even his gifts. Thoſe 
e great favours ; but who can expreſs what God communicates to 
oſe that love him purely? What we know of this matter is, that 


ve ich aſſures us that God is infinitely good, infinitely amiable, and 
nd WW finitely liberal; and that pure love obliges us to love what be is, 
ins Wd not what he gives, When love is ſuch, it is always conſtant, 
He n ever trouble befals us, either within or without; becauſe it 


anfiders nothing but God alone, who changes not; and it no leſs 
in-res to God when he afflicts, than when he comforts; when he 
latiifes, than when he carefles, 


VI. In fine, our Saviour was pleaſed to ſuffer the contempyts and 
numphs of his enemies, for the conſolation of his ſervants, agaiuſt 
hom it ſo often happens that wickednels prevails: for chole chat 


ne God purely, and apply themſelves wich ali their power to pro- 
) We bis glory, and the ſalvation of their netgabovr, are aimoit con- 


nually oppoted by the wicked, who cannot ſuffer any perton to 
terrupt them in the licentiouſneſs wherein they live: and God 
metimes permits his friends to draw ao other advantage from their 
cal than contempt ; and all their virtue to paſs, even among good 
nly Wcople, for the heat of intereſt or paſſion, 


its. One muſt have experienced this contradiction, to comprehend 
the Wow troubleſome it is. The true ſervants of God, ſeeing the ſtorm 
ud Wing againſt them, have no difficulty in yielding: they ealily per- 
Mm, Wade themſelves that God will not have them to ſucceed in their 
leit Widertaking ; but requires ſomething more conducive to his glory, 
ek Nich 15 their patience, their chaſtiſements, and their humiliation, 
ore WW or there is a ſecret conſolation in ſuffering as a faint, and in being 
| of W'carced as a man perſecuted for juſtice ; but nothing is more 
ind W'icvous than to ſuffer as a wicked perſon, and as a hypocrite. Then 
ect s they have need of an extreme fidelity for entering into them- 

ves; for renouncing their own views, how holy ſoever they may 


ear to them; tor allowing themſelves to be ill- treated by every 
his body, 
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body, without complaining ; and for not imagining that they are n 
the right, and others in the wrong. | 


They ought then to have their eyes continually fixed on Chris 
who was treated as a convicted criminal; to pray for their perſecy. Wire 
tors; to judge themſelves unworthy of the happineſs there is u 
ſuffering for the glory of God, and the ſalvation of their neighboy;; 
and to think on the contrary, that God often makes uſe of his ow 
enemies for puniſhing his untaithful ſervants. ; a 


Let them therefore abandon the care of their reputation to him, 
and eſteem themfelves too happy in having ſome ſhare in the hum. 
tations of Chriſt: for then, if God requires any other thing of 
them tor his glory, he will ſurnih them with the means, and give 
them ſtrength to put it in execution. But becauſe perſecution juf. ill « 
fered for juitice, is not always io eaſy to be diſtinguiſhed as it 3 e 
difhcult to be ſupported, Chriſt was pleaſed to ſuffer in ſilence te G 
dercliction of his friends, and the triumph of his enemies, in order 
to teach us, that on ſuch occaſions we ought to be ſilent, to leave 
to God the care of our juſtification, and to begin by overcoming 
the world in ouriclves, till we can overcome it in the world, 


CONTEMPLATION 
On Chriſt in the coldneſs of his friends, and triumph of bis enemies. 


HAT then is that extreme abjection wherein I behold thee, 

O my Jeius! Why doſt thou tuffer thy friends to abanden 
thec, and even thy miracles and virtues to become a ſubject of hu 
miliation to thee, and of triumph to thy enemies? In every thing 
thou haſt done, ſuffered, and taught, thou hadſt in view the falva- 
tion of fouls; why then doſt thou expole thoſe that are deareſt to 
thee to the danger of loſing the faith? Why doſt thou allow thylelt WW th 
to be deſpiſed to ſuch a degree, that thoſe who have heard, followed, 
and loved thee, {rim aſhamed of thee ? And how ſhould they not 
be ſhaken when they fee thy enemies triumph, thy apoſtles taking ence 
fight, and thy whole flock diſperſed; and when they behold thy Whodr 
op refled, humbled, and abandoned? Thus thou ſuffereſt the Jos 
ot thy reputation, and the danger of thy friends; and all that thou 


{uiereht for me? 


Hon 
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How wilt thou be loved purely, O my God! that faith which is 
«ited to what is ſeen, is not agreeable to thee; and thou art not 
ntent With a ſoul that loves thee more for thy gifts than for thyſelf. 
it rar Diſciples who had loved thee, amidſt the applauſes that were 
co. en thee, and the benefits they received from thee, could not but 
nn pve thee in abjection. Thou would try their faith and love 
thy reproaches, in order to draw them from the number of thoſe 
ho loved thee only out of intereſt, and to elevate their thoughts 


dove what appears in thee, 


For that reaſon it was neceſſary thou ſhouldſt ſend them the 


im, 
mi. io Ghoſt, and give us admirable examples of the love which 
o requireſt of us. For thou art infinitely pure, infinitely fincere, 


id infinitely perfect, thou art not content with ſeeing in our ſouls 
1 ordinary purity of love: thou requireſt of us an entire diſ- 
zezzement from every creature. Thou deſireſt to be loved alone, 
) God cf love! and thou wilt be loved alone, not for what we ex- 
t from thee, but purely for what thou art. 


II. Thou wilt have us baniſn from our hearts every thing that 
not thyſelt, how great, how holy, or how excellent ſoever it be; 
at thou alone mayſt hnd place in a foul which thou lovelt fo purely. 
ow happy is he that loves thee in this manner! When {hall E 
ve thee thus, O my Lord and my God? Alas, how far am I 
om it! how full am I of favourable thoughts of myſcif! how 
any views of ſelf-love are there in me! how often am I occupied 
ich the deſire of pleaſing men, of being known and loved by 


em 


If my friends are diſcontented with my conduct, if they happen 
hee, WP lote the eſteem they had for me, or if they do not correſpond to 
don Hit which I have for them, I fall into trouble: I would have them 
b-W praiſe my actions, gueſs at my intentions, and approve of 


mg Nt. 


And yet ht, O Lord! is but the leaſt part of my miſery, and 
el that ſhameſul ſlavery, whereto J am reduced by the paſſion I 
ed, Wire of ſeeing myſelf eſteemed by every body. Permit me not, 
not WW my d! any longer to follow thoſe corrupt detires : thy pa- 
ins hence ſuſfers them; but thy ſanctity condemns them: may thy 
eng edncis root them out of my heart. 


a0 Alas! in the very moment that I implore thy mercy, I ſeek 
aps my own intereſt more than thy love. If I have a holy and 
Mudus friend, I am united to him rather by a ſentiment of human 


0 affection, 
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affection, than by a pure and ſpiritual friendſhip. When wilt tg, 
heal my foul of this corruption? | 


How rare on earth is that pure love, which deſires but thee aloge 
O my God! but how excellent is it? It is above the holieſt works 
the moſt virtuous friends, and all the goods of heaven and earth; 
becauſe it confines me to thee alone, and makes me leave all ſo 
thee, as thou haft lett all for me. 


III. Can it be ſurpriſing to ſee me renounce all things, for teflify. 
ing my love to thee, after what thou haſt done for teſtifying thine ty 
me? Though 1 liad been thy laſt end and ſovereign felicity, x 
thou art mine, what couldſt thou have done more than to deſpit 
for my fake honours, friends, and à reputation fo juftly acquired? 
Thou waſt pleated to loſe all theſe advantages, O Lord! in order 
to teach me how pure thy love is, and what the purity of ming 
Cught to be. And I who am but a worm of the earth, think! 
do a great deal when I renounce baſe pleaſures and vain honoun 
for thee, 


What good doſt thou find in me, O my God! to defire that! 
ſhould be Whey thine, and that I ſheuld ſigh after nothing bu 


thee alone? But if I loved thee thus, what ſhould I not find in thee? 


How bappy ſhould I be, if I were only poſſeſt with thee? When y 
ſhall I ſet mylelf ditcharged from rhe weight of this fleſh, which. 
draws me always towards the earth? Thou clevateſt me, and it d-Wiſicr 
zeRs me; thou inflameſt me, and it freezes me; thou purifieſt me, i 
and it defiles me; thou filleſt me with thyſelf, and it deprives me el 
of all thy bleſſings. O that the fire of thy love could at laſt con- Muat 
{ume in me the corruption of the earthly man! ap 

IV. O Divine Telus! in this moment, and for ever, I. renounce , F 
all creatures. I renounce my parents, friends, pleaſures, liberty, Nr. 
reputation, and every thing that is capable oi pofleſſing my heart. Mine 
Supply, O Lord! by thy mercy, the defect thou ſeeſt in this te. Nee 


' . . n — 0 y . Can 
folution, that it may be ſuch as thou deſireſt it. Waſh my lou b 
O Divine Purity! that it may be thy abode; and purity it, that iH qui 


whole weight may carry it towards thee, cul; 
the 
If for loving thee purely and only, O my Sovereign Good of 


it be neceſſary I ſhould loie the friendſhip, favour, protection, and Wil 
eſicem even of the liolieſt men; I heariily content thereto. Let Mai 
all things be wanting to me, provided I pottels thee ; let all crea- Myic 
| ded thou be with me. Let people treat 
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4 
a 
me as the; picale, provided I may live tor thee, and die in thee, 


O that 
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O chat I could attain to that purity of love! Come, O my Sa- 
gur! come into my foul ! operate therein by thy mercy, what 
gon haſt taught me by ſuch great labours. Since thou knoweſt 
my life is but a kind of death, if thou liveſt not in me; grant 
| may become ſo pure, as to deſerveſthat thou mayeſf be my life, 
ur love, and my glory. Let me then be deprived of all help, 
mth; ſupport, and contolation, I will not complain : tor thou alone wile 
bone me. O if that happy moment might toon come! 


V. Here I confeſs my infirmity and miſery before thy mercy, 


iff. 0 my God! that thou mayeſt heal me, and give me what thou 
r 1 requireſt of me. Thou haſt ordered me that when I Hal bave 
„ all things which are commanded me, to ſay I am an unprofitable 
mice; Luke xvii. 10. becauſe the good 1 am able to do comes 
on thee, and not from myſelf. But this day thou teacheſt me 
c yſelf, O eternal Truth! how pure and diſengaged my heart 
une ought to be, in the good works which I do; that if they are 
ik | 


emed bad, if they are defamed, if they are made uſe of for 
rerſecuting me, not as a faint, which would be ſweet ; but as a 
wicked perſon, a profligate, a hypocrite, I may not allow myſelf 
to be diſturbed ; and that I may tuffer every thing that ſhall be 


at ad againſt me, with a peaceful heart, and a ſincere deſire of imi- 
but: tics, loving, andpoſſeſſing thee. 
ee: 


When I conſider theſe truths, I love them; when thou inſpireſt 
me with them, I deſire the practice of them; when thou ſhewelt me 
them in thyſelf, I abſolutely defire to become like thee. But, alas! 
how weak am I, when any occaſion of practiſing them preſents 
nell. I confeſs it, O Lord! my fleſh finks under the weight of 
that croſs, my mind goes aſtray, my faith is ſhaken, patience eſ- 
capes me; and I have then an extreme need of thy alliſtance. 


But thou, O my Saviour! though thou waſt pleaſed to afſume the 
frm of a ſlave, thou couldſt not be called an unprofitable ſervant, 
lnce thou alone giveſt to all men what is profitable to them for 
Ly cternal liſe. Thy doctrine is pure, thy works are divine, thy jite 
VWs holy, and all bat is the effect of thy own, and not of anyyac- 
qured virtue. Notwithſtanding thou permitteſt thyſelf to be ac- 
cuſcd of falſity in thy words, and of malice in thy actions; that 
ey might become a ſubje& of humiliation to thyſelf, and 


+ : — * . * 
00 0 clory to thy enemies; whom thou permitteſt to be juſtified, 
1 Whilſt thou art condemned; praiſed whilit thou art blamed ; and to 
[ 


pals for wife and religious men, whillt thou art regarded as one 


ca- Muicked and fooliſh. 


O Sovereign 
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O Sovereign Truth! how far art thou above our knowl 
and how inſupportable to nature is ſuch treatment! However dig 
wilt have thy ſervants know thee, love thee, and imitate thee; 
that ſtate; and not to find thee leſs beautiful in thy humiliation 
than in thy glory. Thou wilt have me to follow thee, obey the 


and embrace thee as tenderly when thou comeſt to me with th ( 
croſs, as if thou cameſt to me with all the bleſſings of thy ſweellil 1d 
nels, mc 

of | 


VI. I acknowledge that it is moſt juſt, O my God! but ho 
can J ever attain thereto, being ſo weak as I am? I tremble whe 
ever any occaſion of ſuffering appears. Fortify me, O Lord! a 
ſeparate this heart from the carth, that it may no longer refiſt th 
will. Remember that in the garden of Olives, the fight of t 
torments which were prepared for thee, drew from thy vein 
{weat of blood. What then ſhall I do, I who am weakneſs itte 
I will cry towards thee ; I will invoke thee as my Lord and my G 
who alone can work in me what I cannot expect from myſt 
Thou deſireſt that after having done all that is commanded n 
I ſhould ſtill call myſelf an unprofitable ſervant ; becauſe thou art th 
author of all the good I do, 


Yes, O Lord! I acknowledge before thee, that I am the mg 
unprofitable, weak, and miſerable of thy ſervants. And thereſa 
I throw myſelf into thy arms, and beſeech thee by thy inf 
goodneſs, to work in me the wonders of thy grace. I aſk theend 
the deliverance from the evils I endure, but the ſtrength of e 
during them for thy love. I do not even aſk thee for thy confolati 
which would be capable of mitigating them; but ſatisfied with ti 
love and imitation, I aſk thee only for the grace of living and dy 
ing upon the croſs. [| 


VII. I know my iniquity, O Lord! and I conſent to be treat N 
by thee in this life as a criminal. I conſent that my enemies ſhoug 0! 
triumph over me, provided 1 do what 1 ought; that I ſhould nhl va 
eſteem myſelf better than others; that I ſhould not flatter myſe: vo! 
and that I ſhould ſuffer perſecution for juſtice ; but that I ſhougih co. 
rather perſuade myſelf that I ſuffer much lefs than J have deſetveſi vio 
I beg alſo of thee the grace of loving my enemies, as if they ve il: 
my true friends; and to regard them with a ſincere reſpect, as 1 2 


miniſters of thy providence and of thy will. n 
in 

Diſcover the ſtrength of thy ſpirit, by rendering me, of an u 
worthy fervant as I am, as faithful in thy ſervice, and as ſubject i l 


thy will as thou deſireſt me to be. Grant that I may never dia 80 
| gul! 
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guiſh him that perſecutes me; not contider whether he be good or 
wicked; not mind the ſtone that hits me, but always to regard the 
and that throws it at me; nor {eek to juſtify myſelf; but chat all 
my defence and conſolation may be in imitating thee. 


Open me thy treaſures, O Lord! beſtow them largely upon me, 
and ſhew in thy poor creature the riches of thy grace: take from 
me every thing that is ſenſible, and unite me to thee by the bonds 
of pure love: for I deiire nothing but thee alone, O my God, my 
love, and my all! 


O moſt holy Mother of God! you who are the fupport of the 
weak, and the refuge of finners, obtain me this favour. You know 
that my foul was created to love God above all things: and that it 
cannot find its felicity without him: let me then delire him, ſeek 
him, follow him wich all my heart, eſteem only what can conduct 
me to him, and fear only what may ſeparate me from him. Bleſſed 
firits, alliſt this baniſhed wretch, in elevating my heart to God 
with whom ye are filled; that being content with him alone, Lmay 
bye nothing beſides him; and that I may never be troubled at any 
thing but what ſeparates me from him, Amen. 


XXXVII. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 
Barabbas 7s preferred to him. 


T was expreſſing a great contempt for Chriſt, to compare him to 

Barabbas, and to judge him worthy the ſame puniſhment that 
was due to a thief, a ſeditious perſon, a murtherer, and a diſturber 
ol the public peace. The malice of the Jews forgot nothing to- 
wards confounding the Son of God with malefactors, and endea- 
voured to gain by their obitinacy, outcries, and threats, what they 
could not obtain by the ways of juſtice, For having led our Sa- 
viour to Pilate, early in the morning on the day of the Paſch, the 
lolemneſt day in the vear; and that magiſtrate having aſked them 
vat they accuſed him of, they took it amits, that being the chĩef 
of the nation, he ſhouid not be believed giiity when they brought 
him; and anſwered haughtily : if he were 21 2 maicfattor, wwe would 
mt hade delivered him up lo thee. Pilate, offended with that anſwer, 
lad to them: take bim yourſelves, and ju1ge him according to ycur law, 
pot thinking that they could, eicher according to the Raman laws, 
or 
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or the rules of natural equity, judge him without knowledge of the 
matter, 7obn xviii. 30, | 

But becauſe they deſigned that Chriſt ſhould be crucified, 20 
becauſe it was not permitted them to condemn any one to the craß 
they accuſed him of ſeveral crimes which were commonly puniſhe4 
in that manner; as of having cauſed an inſurrect ion of the peope 
from Galilee to Jeruſolem, deſigned to make himſelf a king, ang 
forbidden tribute to be paid to Cz/ar. | 


Though all theſe accuſations ſeemed incredible, and ſuſpected by 
Pilate, in the very manner in which they were propoſed; yet he 
thought proper to difſemble, and immediately referred the judgment 
to Herod. But when he ſaw afterwards that that prince had had ng 
regard thereto, and that they demanded with great eagerneſs, bur 
without any proof, the condemnation of Chriſt, he himſelf would 
interrogate him in ſecret, concerning his kingdom and origin 
Our Saviour denied not that he was a king, affirming only that his 
kingdom was not of this world, and that. if it had been ſo, his ſub. 
jects would have fought, to Have hindered their king from falling 
into the hands of the Jews, 


IT. This anſwer deſerves th, be conſidered attentively, becaule 
the ſenſe of it is obſcure. What! if our Lord had been a king of 
the earth, would his earthly ſubjects have defended him againſt his 
enemies? and becauſe he is the King of Heaven, hts heavenly ſub- 
jects defend him not? Are theſe then leſs faithful, or leſs affectionate 
than thoſe of the carth would be? 


But we muſt know that thoſe two forts of ſubjects have very 
different views. Thoic of the earth maintain the cauſe of theit 
king, without knowing whether it be juſt or unjuſt, profitable or 
hurtful; whether the tucceſs thereof is to be happy or unhappy; 
but thoſe of heaven, always illumirated with the divine light, 
diſcover the nothingneſs of earthly goods, and know that they gain 
more in loſing than in poſſeſſing them. And fo they defend not the 
honour and life of their king: for beſides their king's not defiring it, 
they ſee that his death and ignominies are to fill heaven with 
ſaints. 


It is for that reaſon alſo, that they do not deliver their friends, 
living on earth, from the evils of this life; for fear of withdraw- 
ing them from the croſs. And as things are ſeen in heaven with 3 
much clearer light than on earth, they are governed there alſo by 
rules inſinitely more juſt and certain, 

nt 
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he But Pilate gave occaſion for Chriit's revealing a great myſtery, 

by ſaying to him: art thou then a King ? To whom Jeſus anſwered, 

tha Jay it; I am a King. For this wat I born, and for this I came 
% the world, that I may give teſtimony to the truth. Every one that 
6; WW be irnil, brareth my voice. Plate ſaith to him; what is truth? 
oba xviti. 37. And after having put this qu: ſtion to him, he 
de departed without waiting for an anſwer thereto, to go to ſpeak to 
e Jews. How full of inſtruction are theſe words, for all thoſe 


that defire to follow the doctrine of our Saviour]! for by comparing 
their affections and conduct with that doctrine, they will eafily 
know whether they walk accordiog to the truth, or whether they 
uſer themſelves to be ſeduced by the falſe goods v hich it rejects, 


As the affair here in hand is no 1c% than the loſs or ſalvation of 
the ſoul, it is of the utmoſt importance to every one to behaye 
therein with ſuch precaution and vigilance, that they may not fall 
imo the misfortune of being rejected boy Jefus Chriſt. But, alas! 
how much is it to be feared that many watate Pilates negligence, 
aſking ſlightly, what is truth; without giving himſelf the leiſurę to 
wait till he 18 anſwered. Becauſe he di not concern himſelf about 
being illuminated with the divine light which he had before his 


yes, and knowing what he was not willing to follow. 


Ill. He comprehended not therefore what our Saviour had 
begun to ſay of his heavenly kingdom, and of tae truth. Beſides, 
not finding any thing in him, after having carefully interrrogated 
bim, that claſhed with C:/er's intcreſt; and ſeeing that Herod had 
ent him back without condemning him, he judged that it that 
man was guiity, it could only be for having ſpoken againtt tie 
Atoms or religion of the Jews, Therefore he reſolved tei cauſe 
him to be fcourged, in order to appeaſe the commotiois raued 
among the people on his account, and aiterwards to let him go. 


But the chiefs of the cs were not ſatisfied with that puniſhs 
ment, which ſeemed to them too ſmall: they were even #traid leſt 
Chriſt, who obſerved fo ſtrict a ſilence in public, had ſatisned 
Yate in private, and leſt he had dilcovered to him their hatred 
nd injuſtice. Thus ſeeing all their meaſutes in danger ot bang 
aſtrated, they redoubled their outcri-s; and Pilate, in order to 
ave Chriſt, or rather to deliver hinuelf from their 1mportunity, 
propoied this expedient to them. 


He knew that the governor of Juden was accuſtomed every j; car 
that time, to grant the Jews the life and liberty of a criminaly 
hom they themſelves ſhould chuſe, becauſe their forefathers had 
cen delivered on the ſame day from the captivity of Egypt. te 
You. IL K therefore 


| 

N 
I 
1 4 
' 

: 

; 

i 

4 

1 
* 


—_ - — 
” _— 
K 


130 XXXVII Suffering of Chrift. 


therefore propoſed two priſoners to them, Jeſus and Barabbas, e t 
doubting but they would abandon Barabbas, newly convicted oi i: 
ſedition and murther, and that they would demand the deliverance WM c: 
of Chriſt, from whom they had received a thouſand favours, an 

whoſe modeſty, patience, meekneſs, and equality amidſt ſo may 

injuries, clearly ſhewed his innocence. But the contrary happened: of 
for the people ſpurred on by the chiefs, demanded all with oe lit 
voice, the life of Barabbas, and the death of Chriſt; and obtaines i be 
both. Behold the recompence which our Saviour received for 6M to 
many benefits! It cannot be expreſſed what pain that unworthy pu 
preference occaſioned him; and it is better to leave it to the med. th: 


tation of pious ſouls, than to endeavour to expreſs it here by words 


IV. The Son of God clearly ſhewed in his perſon at that time, 
what he had taught his Apoſtles before, for encouraging them y 
ſuffer the hardſhips which the world was preparing for them. F tk 
world hates you, know that it hated me before you. If you were q 
the world, the world would love its on: but becauſe you are nt i rec 
the world, but I have choſen you cut of the world, therefore the uni of 
bates you, John xv. 18. For the world loves what belongs to h anc 
it protects thieves, abſolves murtherers, delivers the edition th: 
favours malefactors; and it condemns the Author of life: it puer 
to death the Prince of heaven and earth, and prefers the guilty i in 
the innocent. wit 


Behold what the world is which we ſerve, which we adore, to 
which we ſacrifice our quiet, our life, our conſcience, and our 
eternity; which perſecutes virtue, ſupports vanity, and honoun rea 
vice; which deceives, and is believed; which gives nothing bu vc 
falſe goods, and yet it is followed. fro, 


It wilt be very profitable for thoſe, who diſguſted of the world n 
ſincerely love and follow Chriſt, to conſider here two things. Fil, br 
in what manner the world treats the Son of God, by preferring w to 
his Divine Majeſty, a murtherer and a public thief. Secondly wh 
that though the world loves the wicked, that love is terminated a whi 
their eternal ruin and confuſion; whereas Chriſt loves the go us 
only in order to crown them with glory; and the wicked in on our 
to juſtify, and fave them. | our 


V. It muſt be owned however, that he who ſhall enter into tie cor 
ſanctuary, and ſhall know the interior diſpoſitions of Chriſt, aud tou 
his infinite love for ſinners, will judge that it is doing an jury (0 


that divine Saviour, to reckon among his ſufferings, the preference 


given above him to murtherers and malefactors. On the contra! we 
| en 
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the purity of his love made him find that exchange delightful; and 
ir is true that to his prejudice the life of thoſe was ſaved whom he 
came to deliver by his death. 


For though nothing can be imagined more unjuſt than the choice 
of that ungrateful people, who judge their benefactor unworthy of 
life, and prefer to him a convicted malefactor; yet it may be 
believed that Chriſt had ſuffered a much greater pain, if, in order 
to preſerve a hte to him which he deſigned to give for all, they had 
put that murtherer to death, however wicked he might be. For 
though ſo baſe a compariton could be nothing elſe in the Jes, but 
i effect of blindneſs and fin, it was in Chriſt an appointment of 
the eternal counſel, who was pleaſed to teach ſinners thereby, that 
in their neceſſities they may offer the life and blood of their Lord 
for themſelves. 


We ought therefore to be perſuaded, that Chriſt ſeeing the Jets 
required the life of Barabbas, conſented thereto with all his heart, 
offered himſelf to the eternal Father for Barabbas and tor all men, 
and obtained that that exchange ſhould be extended to all finners 
that would be ſaved, that none might fall into deſpair; and that 
every one might be perſuaded that he who continually ſought 
ſinners during his life, and who, at his death, was accompanied 
with a thief from the croſs into paradiſe, will not reſuſe his glory 
to thoſe ſinners that ſhali have recourle to him. | 


VI. This hope is certain on the part of Chriſt; becauſe he 
really gave himſelf for us: but it is very uncertain on ours, becauſe 
we exchange him every day for thoſe very things which ſeparate us 
from him. We become like the Jets, every time that we abandon 
God by ſin, to adhere to the creature. The exchange we then 
make is ſtill more unreaſonable than that which the Jets required: 
for, in fine, Barabbas was a man for whom our Lord was pleaſed 
to die; but to prefer to Chritt mean things, and ſhametul fins 
which he has hated fo far as to die for deſtroying them, and vanities 
which he has ſo highly rejected, is a diſorder which ought to cover 
us with confuſion, and take from us the buldne(s of only lifting up 
our eyes to heaven: for to fin mortally is nothing elſe but to baniſh 
our Saviour from a demeſne which he has acquired by his blood, 
and to receive fin into his place, which fills hell with horror and 
confuſion, Man nevertheleſs, not only ſuffers that enemy in his 
dul, but he alſo ſlecps, eats, and lives peaceably with him. 


Are we not as guilty as the Jaws? for they acted from paſſion; 
vere tranſported with envy and hatred againſt Chriſt, whom they 
Knew not to be the Son of God; but we who adore him, acxnow- 
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ledge him for what he is, and expect from him our eternal fal. 
tion, and all the goods of grace and glory, without being prejudiced 


by hatred, we offend him with ſo much facility, that we eſteem 


as a trifle the misfortune of loſing him, and of exchanging hin 
for the vain pleaſures of this world. Behold how we behave in 
regard of him; and what cannot be ſufficiently admired is, that 
he is always patient in bearing with us, and loves us no leſs tenderly 
than he loved us on the very day that he died for us. 


CONTEMPLATION 
On Chriſt in the preference of Barabbas. 


OW ſhall I acknowledge, O Jeſus ſon of the living God! 

the exceſs of thy love? 'Thou art not content with having 
taßen the fleſh of ſinners, remaining with them, receiving them 
with goodneſs, and expiating their crimes; but being incapable d 
becoming truly a ſinner, thou waſt pleaſed to be put in the numbe 
of public maleſactors, ſuch as murtherers and robbers; to be even 
judged more wicked than they, and leſs worthy of life; and to 
be at laſt crucified in the midſt of them, as more guilty thin 
they. 


What ſhall J render thee, O Lord! for all the favours thou 
haſt granted me? What ſhall I do to correſpond to that infinite 
love wherewith thou haſt prevented me? Thou muſt have had i 
great deſire of being like me, ſince thou haſt taken upon thee al 


my miſeries, ſin only excepted; whereof thou halt however taker 


the appearance. I can give thee nothing, O my God! but ths 
heart full of fins; but this ſoul, whoſe miſery and malice thou 

g its unworthineſs, and treat 
it according to thy will. For all the reproaches which thou 
wouldit have me to ſuffer for thee, will not come near the ſmallel 
part of thoſe which thou haſt ſuffered for me. 


IT. Pardon me, O Lord! all the time I have employed in the 
ſervice of this world, which has not known thee, and was fo inſen- 
ſible of thy benefits. What! Barabbas, a thief, a ſeditious perſon, 
and a murtherer, is deemed more worthy of life than thou, O lit 
of my foul! Why have I loved this unjuſt world ſo much? WI 
did I not always hate it? Ought I to have loſt thee for pleaſing 


it? But what elſe could io corrupt a world do, but condemn the, 
O infinie 
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o infinite Purity, and protect thoſe that belonged to it. This 
ungtateful world has ſoon loſt the remembrance of thy miracles, 
examples, and virtues. It has forgot the meekneſs with which thou 
neatedſt it, the wiſdom with which thou inſtruRtedft it, the power 
with which thou healedſt it, the patience with which thou ſufferedſt 
it, and all the love which thou ſhewedſt it. 


Thou didſt not offend any perſon. None came from thee, 
without help and conſolation. Thou didſt not defire the riches of 
this world; thou ſoughteſt neither its honours nor pleaſures; and 
ret when it could have delivered thee from death, wherewith thy 
enemies threatened thee; it delivered a thief, and crucified thee: 
hehold the world that I have loved and ſerved, to which I have 
fcriiced my cares and life! I am ſtill afraid of loſing it, am 
deſirous of gaining it, and I loſe myſelf with it. Give me, O 
Lord! all the contempt and hatred that I ought to have for it, 
that I may eſteem nothing but thee alone, love nothing but thee 
alone, and deſire and ſeek nothing but thee alone. 


III. When ſhall I be in thy company, perſecuted with thee, 
and deſpiſed by the world like thee, O thou love of my foul! 
What good can the world do me, or what ought-I to expect from 
it, when it treats thee ſo, O my God! thou who art the ſovereign 
good? How much time have I loſt, how many thoughts have I 
loſt, and how many cares have I loſt! for I reckon as loſt, all that 
J have not ſacrificed to thee. Repair, O Lord! all theſe loſſes, 
by chy goodneſs; inſpire me with a perfect horror of the world, 
that ] may begin to love thee perfectly. Let the world deſpiſe me, 
that I may reſemble thee ; let it hate me, that I may love thee; let 
it reject me, that thou mayeſt receive me; and let ic trea: me in 
ſuch a manner, that if I am fo miſerable as to reſiſt thy love, the 
perſecution of the world may at leaſt conſtrain me to ſeek thee, 


IV. But ſince the world rejects thee ſo ſhamefully, O Jeſus, 
f10u life and hope of my ſoul; come to me; I will receive ther, 
[ will embrace thee, I will die for thee, and I will acknowledge 
thee, in life and death, for my Lord and my God. Let the world 
ſay of thee what it pleaſes, let it treat thee with as much indignity 
as thou deſerveſt reſpe&, I adore thee, O my filt principle and 
alt end! I adore thee, O ſovereign truth! I adore thee, O treaiure 
of Heavenly bleſſings! I adore thee, O companion and remedy of 
ſinners! J acknowledge thee for my God, in the midſt of ſinners: 
and whilſt a murtherer is preferred to thee, I confeſs that thou art 
the Author of eternal life, and the Father of the world to come. 
J cannot ſufficiently. admire the love which reduced thee to ſuch 

cxtremitics; 
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extremities; and my greateſt deſire is to find myſelf inflamed there. 
with, both in time and eternity. | | 


V. How many miſęries ſhalt thou find in me to be deſtroyed, 
O infinite mercy! When I conſider on one hand what I am, and 
on the other, what thou haſt ſuffered for me, I feel myſelf 6 
penetrated with confuſion, that I wiſh J were able to hide myſelf 
within the bowels of the earth. J have deſerved to be ſwallowed 
up therein, and much more, yet the Jews who prefer Barabbas ty 


thee, are leſs guilty than I am. 


They exchanged thee for a man whom thou wouldſt fave, and 
for whom thou waſt going to die; they did it out of the emy 
and hatred ».herewith they were animated againſt thee; and a 
for me, O Lord! I have often exchanged thee for the meaneſt 
things in the world, without any heat of paſſion; but only tor the 
pleature I found therein; not from any particular hatred, but by 
the diſorderly inclination of my heart. I have abandoned thee, () 
thou God of my ſoul! for vanity, for things which thy holy lay 
forbad me, and for ſhameful and abominable ſins. 


Thou didſt then repreſent to this miſerable heart, by thy ſecret 
inſpirations, the good I left, and the evil I did to myſelf: and! 
was fo blind, that 1 cloſe rather to taſte the vain pleaſures of crea- 
tures, than to poſſeſs thee, O eternal beauty! 


VI. How many times, O my God! have I deſpiſed thee, in 
order to ſeek the moſt contemptible things in the world? How 
many times have 1 ſtifled thy divine Spirit, to do what the ſpirit of 
darkneſs ſuggeſted to me? Thou deſiredſt to hve and reign in my 
heart, O my ſovereign good! and I was defirous that fin ſhould 
reign in it. Why do not my eyes melt in tears? Why do I preſumg 
to appear before thee? How can I lift up my eyes to thee, after 
having deſpiſed thee thus? Pardon me, O mercitul Father! ſuch 
great indignities. 


O that I had never loſt thee, that I had never baniſhed thee 
from my heart! but, alas! J have exchanged thee for death, O 
true hte of my foul! I have preferred the ignorance and bliadnels 
of the world to thee, O eternal wiſdom! I have quitted thee to 
walk in darkneſs, O divine light! I have reſiſted thy ſpirit, to 
ſatisfy my fleſh; have violated thy law, to content my pride; and 
have banithed thee, to make the devil and his works take thy 
place, 2 : e | 

Let 


| 
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Let that ſame mercy, O my God! which obliged thee to ſuffer 
fr me, make thee alſo compaſſionate my miſery. I caſt myſelf 
here at thy feet, and in thy preſence renounce every thing that I 
have loved more than thee, Grant that this my will may be as 
perfect as thou deſireſt. | 


Enter, O divine Jeſus! into this ſoul which is thine : poſſeſs an 
abode which belongs to thee by ſo many titles. Live and reign 
with me, ſince thou art my Creator, my Saviour, and my King. 
Let me begin, in this moment, to hate what I have loved; and 
let me no longer love any thing but thee alone. For thou haſt made 
me for thyſelt, O my God! and I ſhall never find true reſt but 


in thee, 


To what purpoſe do I live, if I live not for thee? Receive me 
then, O Lord ! heal me of my evils, defend me from my enemies, 
and do thou with me what thou pleaſeſt. Chaſtiſe me, try me, 
and afflict me, provided thou poſſeſſeſt me, and reigneſt alone in 
this foul, which thou haſt created after thy own image, and 
redeemed by thy blood, 


VII. When I caſt my eyes upon thee, O my God! and upon 
the infinite goodneſs thou haſt for me, I feel an extreme defire of 
ſceing my heart conſumed with the flames of pure love. But what 
were the ſentiments of thine, when thou hearedſt that they ſpared 
the life of a raurtherer, and required thy death? How agreeable 
was that moment to thee, and how conformable was it to thy 
deſires? For when thou preachedſt the kingdom of God to the 
Jes, thou didſt eat and converſe with finners; and there was 
more reaſon than the people imagined for calling thee the friend of 
ſinners; becauſe thou didſt defend them, and loudly declaredſt 
that thou cameſt for them. At preſent they would have thee 
ſuffer death in the midſt of ſome, and be ſubſtituted in the place 
of others. What joy was it to thee, O Lord! to lee thoſe aſſo- 
ciated with thee, or exchanged tor thee, whom thou cameſt to 
ſeek, 


Behold how thou dealeſt with us, O my God! behold what thy 
love is! Thou wilt be condemned, that we may be abſolved; and 
die, that we may live. But if that moment is ſo happy for thee; 
if it is thy hour, O Lord! let it be mine alſo. By that love with 
which thou giveſt thy life for me, I beg of thee thy love; I beg 
of thee thyſelf, I deſire to poſſes thee entirely, O my God! but 
thou alone art all I defire; thou wilt ſuffice me, and I ſhall be 
more content in having nothing but thee, than in having alſo 

ſomething 


— . 


CE IE ET 
2 1 2 F 
r ee. — A. 
n N 1 424 8 
— 


= , -» - «x 
— 
F ww 
m 


* 
- 


* - — 


* 2 * — 
of 


W x45 


A A 7 * 7 * 0 p K * * * IS % 
— = — 1 a * * — — — — — — — — 22 4 
-- cow — - -» 4 K - ' * » uy * k Ln — ad 
——— — —. J p. — 

* 5 2> 3d. — 7 22 =, #. 2 > . e 1 - ö 2 8 — = - oy TR _— . n 
— r | 3 * r A „ 
— "ne S P By * n R Z LES | 2 W" N y . N " ah 9 4 2 5 | 

4 4 ” * 5 k 4 4 0 4 5 1 y N — — 7 
— r ” 7 a. my - _ —_ "EF 2X 4 My £ 4 ” 
* R _— - ws A, * 
4 » * * * De L g * , . 
< A . - * - p_ — q , , 
- * l * * >. 


— 
EP — 
Þ > = 


Y 


136 | Contemplation on XXXVII. Suffering. 


ſomething with thee. Give me what thy love begs of thee fy 
me. | 


VIII. Before I was born, before I knew thee, and could af 
any thing of thee, thy love obliged thee to give me thy life, thy 
blood, thy honour, and thy divinity; in a word, all that thay 
haſt, and all that thou art. At preſent, when by thy mercy ! 
acknowledge thee for my ſavcreign good, delire thee, and inyoke 
thee with all my heart; how canſt thou refuſe me what I aſk thee? 
I aſk thee nothing that regards the body, or human life; I ak 
thee, O my Jeſus! for thytelt. Give thyſelf entirely to my ſoul, 
This requeſt cannot diſpleaſe thee: for whatever defire I have of 
poſſeſſing thee, thou haſt ſtill a greater to give thyſelf to me. 


Behold thou art already offered for. ſinners; they are reſolved 
that thou ſhalt die inſtead of Barabbas: thou art confounded with 
ſuch as I am, and I knew the joy thou haſt on that account, 
Come then, O Lord! into this houte of fin: for as ſuch, it i 
thine; and thou, in quality of the Saviour of ſinners, art mine, 
| Remember that at thy entrance into the houſe of Zacheus, the 
ſinner, thou ſaidſt: /a/vation to day is come to this houſe, Luke xix. . 
Enter into mine, O my ſalyation and lite! enter into this hean, 
full of ſins and miſeries; delay not, O Lord! for at thy arrival ! 
thall be healed ; but enter into it in ſuch a. manner, O my true 
joy! ſo as never more to depart from thence; and ſo as I may 
never afflict thee. 


Thou ſeeſt how defolate thy abode is, and how incapable thy 
barren earth is ot bearing the fruits which thy hand has planted 
therein. Make good therein, O my Saviour! the name thou 
beareft; fave this foul, purity it, enlighten it, re-eſtabliſh it, 
embrace it, and conſume it, in order to renew it entirely. What 
I beg of thee after that, O my God! is, that I may receive 
nothing therein. but thee alone, and that thou mayeſt not, from 
hencetorth, ſuſfer any ching in it but what is agreeable to thy 
eyes. 
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XXX VII. SUFFERING OF CHRIST. 
His being ſcourged. 


[LATE knowing the innocence of Chriſt, and the envy of 

his accuſers, urged him to defend himſelf; and ſurpriſed at a 
fence and tranquillity, ſo rare in an accuſed perſon, deſired that he 
would at leaſt ſay ſomething for his juſtification. But our Saviour 
poke lo much the leſs, as his innocence ſpoke the more clearly 
{xr him. Whatever Pilate could ſay to the Js, they anſwered 
oy by confuſed voices, requiring, that Jeſus thould be crucified, 


t muſt be owned, that there is nothing more dangerous to 
eternal {aivation, than the ſtate of thoſe, who bent on evil by 
paſſion, obſtinacy, or the pleaſure which they find therein, no 
longer hearken either to reaton, juſtice, or truta; and who have no 
other law than that of their corrupt deſires. Such is the diſpoſition 
of the damned; and ſuc allo was that of the Jews: they were ſo 
fxed in the reſolution they had taken of putting our Saviour to 
death, that the devil himſelf, who had inipired them with it, 
could not remove them from thence, 


For that angel of darkneſs beholding in Chriſt an innocence and 
meekneſs above what is human, he was more afraid than ever, leſt 
that death ſhould occaſion the deſtruction of his empire, and leſt 
the man whom they deſigned to crucify, ſhould be the Son of 
God that had been promiſed by the prophets. For that reaſon he 
tormented Pilate's wife by nocturnal fears, that ſhe might prevent 
her huſband from conſenting to the death of Chrift. She ſent 
therefore to tell her huſband, that he ſhould have nothing to do with 
that juft man, becauſe ſhe bad juffered many things in a dream on his 
acoumt, Matt. xxvii. 19. But the obſtinacy ot the Jews prevailed 
over all the endeavours of the devil and Pilate. So true it is, 
that man has not a more dreadful enemy of his ſalvation, than his 
bun liberty. 


II. Pilate ſeeing that the deſire he expreſſed of ſaving Chriſt, 
erred only to irritate the fury of the es ſtill the more, reſolved 
to have him publicly ſcourged for thoſe things which they falſely 
imputed to him, in order to appeaſe the Jews by that puniſhment, 
and afterwards to deliver Chriſt from death. What ſtrange juſtice! 
lor ſaving the life of an innocent perſon known as ſuch, he is con- 
cemned to a cruel and ſhameful puniſhment, without any other 
tealon than to ſatisfy the hatred of his acculers, They — to 

comlent 
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conſent to that expedient, becauſe it gave them an opportunity tg 
conſult together upon the means which they might make ule of, ff 
obtaining from Pilate a ſentence of death. | 


Jeſus therefore is carried into the Pretorium, and ſtript of a 
his clothes, without his ſaying a fingle word, or thewing the lex 
reſiſtance. He then offered to his eternal Father that innocent 
fleſh which was going to be torn, and that precious blood which he 
had defired fo long to fhed for us. He is faſtened to a pillar, and 
without regarding the law which preſcribed the number of ſtripe, 
the executioners followed nothing but their own fury therein. They 
ſtruck him without meaſure, and tore him fa cruelly, that his whole 
body was but as one wound, and feemed rather flead than ſcourged, 
The number of ſtripes is not certainly known: ſome {aints affirm 
that our Saviour received above five thouſand. 


III. Who can expreſs what confuſion and pain he then ſuffered? 
Same holy fouls, to whom our Saviour was pleated to diſcover the 
ſtate to which he was reduced by his ſcourging, for ſatisfying they 
love, have been ſo deeply affected by that melancholy ſpectack, 
that they have ſpent their lives in continual ſorrow, and in a mul 
lively ſemiment of love tar their Saviour, 


As the bee builds in her hive a great number of little cells, nat 
only” for containing her honey therein, but allo for bringing up he: 
firtle ones; in like manner it ſeems Chriſt was pleaſed that his body 
by fcourging, ſhould be quite full of wounds and openings, that 
his children might enter therein, eſtabliſh their abode in them, and 
there find a molt delicious nouriſhment. Thus thoſe whom ou: 
Saviour, by a particular grace, makes ſenſible of his forrows, and 
who apply themtelves to the contemplation of this myſtery, not 
contenting themſelves with conlidering it in general, they examine 
all the circumſtances thereot, paſs from one wound to another, 
refiect upon them in particular, and draw from every one an intt- 
fable love, and a divine ſweeinels, wherewith their ſoul is nouriſhed. 


IV. Our Lord in that crue! torment, was meek, even, and 
calin, without exprefling either hatred or trouble; he not ſo much 
as opening his mouth to complain, nor turning away to avoid tit 
firokes they gave him; but received them all as peaceably as if he 
had not felt them. He was as a lamb before its ſhearer, ready to 
ſuffer every thing without murmuring or reſiſtance, as if he had 
been convicted of all the crimes whereof they acculed him. 


What he ſuffered in his body he offered up to his Father for 
The redemption of men; aud his Father accepted it joytully, * 
moi 
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moſt agreeable ſacrifice for our fins, Thus Jeſus at the ſame time 
wicied both the excels of his own charity, and the juſtice of his 
Father, From his fo long ſuffering with an extream pain the delay 
of that baptiſm of blood, it is eaſy to comprehend with. what 
entiments he received it. | 2 


v. In this model it is that all the ſaints have learned aſter what 
manner they ought to treat their bodies, and ſubject them to the 
ſpirit. For whilſt we are 1n this life, our ſoul has no greater enemy 
dan our fleſh: this fleſh is always rebellious; it will neither ſuffer 
bridle nor yoke; it follows its terreſtrial inclinations without 
erve, which its ſenſes alſo favour; it purſues the objects which it 
k&fires with ſo much violence, that the ſpirit is often dejected 
thereby, which alone gives it more trouble than all its other 
enemics joined together. 


This is what made St. Paul ſigh, aſter all the favours he 
had received from God: 1 am delighted, ſays he, with the law 
of God, according to the inward man; but 1 perceive another law 
m my members, fighting againſt the law of my mind, and holdmg 
ne capiive in the law of fin, which is in my members. Unhappy 
man that I am; who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death? 
Rom. vii. 22. | | 


As the Saints defire nothing ſo much as to ſee themſelves per- 
ktly ſubject to the law of God, and to his holy will; fo nothing 
5 more troubleſome to them, than to feel in themſelves the revolt 
of th: fleſh. Hence it is that St. Paul, though he had received 
the tirſt fruits of the ſpirit, and had been confirmed in grace, 
yet nevertheleſs he chaſtiſed his body, Jet perhaps, ſays he, when 
I bave preached to others, I myſelf may become a reprobate, 1 Cor. 
is. 27, And if the ſaints have perſecuted their fleſh in this 
manner, to hinder it from being the cauſe of their ruin; what ſhall 
become of thoſe that ſpare it, and flatter it with all things? 


David, who was a man after God's own heart, for having 
permitted his eyes to look upon the wife of another, fell into 
adultery and murder. Salomon, whom God had rendered the 
viſeſt and moſt happy of all the kings, his predeceſſors, by giving 
too great freedom to his ſenſes, went thereby ſo far at laſt as to 
adore the gods of his idolatrous wives. If all the ſanctity of 
Devid, and all the wiſdom of Solomon, could not hinder their fall, 
when they allowed themſelves to follow the pleaſure of their ſenſes, 
hat ſhall be the fate of thoſe whoſe life is ſpent in ſeeking 
at may ſatisfy their body? It is to expiate and put a ſtop to this 
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diforder fo common among men, that our Saviour was pleaſed jj 
innocent fleſh ſhould be ſo cruelly torn. | 


VE. Behold what has produced thoſe great auſterities, practiſed h 


the chriſtians fince the coming of Chriſt, and unknown to foregoing 


ages: hair-cloths, iron chains, and a continual application in mas. [ 
tilying the ſenſts, leſt they ſhould hear, ſee, ſay, or taſte ay bod 
thing that may defile the purity of their heart; and that the fic the 
being, ſubject to the ſpirit, may be no longer an obſtacle to de for 
GIVine communications. | Ibu 
le: 

We have a great many examples of the holy crueity which thek 
heavenly men have exerciſed againſt themſelves : but it will H ' 
ſufſicient to mention here what is related by Palladius. of * 
an0 
Two Solitaries reading the holy Scriptures together; and one of vii 
them having aſked the other, whar he thought of the place the of 
had read? he deſired him to repeat it to him, becauſe he had i of 
himſelf be diftracted, by looking upon a huſband-man ploughing me 
the ground; but he was afterwards touched fo ſenſibly with thai cee 
diſtraction, and with the ſmall liberty he had allowed his eye the 
that in puniſhment thereof, he put about his neck a very heavy im (ou 

chain, which, being faſtened to another which ſerved him as 1 

girdle, kept his body fo bent, that he could only lee at his tee | 
He allo condemned himſelf never to go out of his cell, but whe tea 
he went to church, and he perſcvered the ſpace of forty years u h 
that voluntay puniſhment. and 
our 
His diſciples aſked him one day, why he did not ſometimes i it! 
up his eyes to heaven, to bleſs God and give him thanks. I know hb 
very well, my children, he anſwered them, that it is good to look up its 


to heaven, and to praiſe God in his creatures: but becauſe the fel 
and the devil continually incite me to evil, I am glad to emplo 
theſe two enemies in tempting me to lift up my eyes to heaven: 10 
though I ſhould be overcome in that temptation, they will obtun 
no great victory, ſince God will not be offended: and if I an 
victorious, they ſhall receive the more confuſion, and I ſhall Ive 
in grenter ſafcty. An admirable anſwer and altogether worthy d 
a pure ſoul. 


againſt the ibu, or the law of God: or it it attempts it, let it i 185 
immedlate) 
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immediately brought down by the privation of lau ful things; let 
1 be wholly occupied in deſiring neceltanics ; and when poſſeſſing 
em but with difficulty, it may no longer ſeek thoſe that are for- 


i by WY bidden. 


* 


Of. In a word, the true chriſtian ought almoſt to do in regard of the 
any Wi body, what thoſe do that are ſlaves to it in regard of their ſouls ; 
fen they neglect it, take no care of it, give it not even what is neceſſt 
te pr it, and let it want every thing in its own houſe, whilſt they 
abundantly furniſh the fleſh, which is born a ſlave, with all the 
pleaſures it dehres. 


de VIII. But he who has not the courage of imitating the penance 
of the ſaints, may, in order to overcome the fleſh, make ute of 
mother molt ſweet, and at the ſame time very efficacious means z 


e d nch is to apply himſelf ſeriouſly to what may procure the purity 
ther of the foul, and an union with God; that is, to the frequent uſe 
| let 0 the ſacraments, and to the practice of mental prayer. Theſe 
hig means, faithfully practiſed, ſubdue the fleth at laſt: for prayer by 


degrees puts a ſtop to the liberty of the ſenſes, the diſſipation of 
the mind, and the irregular motions of the heart; it renders the 
ſoul more watchful over itſelf, and more careful in its duties. 


Let us finiſh this matter, by the obſervation of St. Oyprian, who 
teaches, that as one is not jicaſed with a meek and agreeable ſervant, 
when he is lazy and unprofitable, but would have him be laborious 
ad indefatigable in bis maſter's ſervice; ſo, we ought not to eſteem 
our body, bur when renouncing idleneſs and pleaſure, it employs 
reif with all its ſtrength in the ſervice of Chriſt; and the more it 
labours in this place of baniſhment, the better it acquits itielf of 
ts duty. (Lib. de virg.) 


CONTEMELATITER 
On Chrift in his being ſcourged. 


nl OW is the hour, O my Jeſs! in which thy fo pure ard 
ves innocent fleſh is to be torn, thy vews are to be opened, and 
lr precious blood ſhall be ſhed tur my cure, What heart can be- 
vid, without trembling, fo cruel a ſentence put in execution againſt 
up thee, O my only and true God! Let it rather be put in exciton 
ol 22ainſt me, ſince it is I Mho have lanned. No form of juitice is 
ely | abſerved 
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obſerved on thy account, O my God] Pilate finds thee innocey 


and tells the Jews, that he will correct and puniſh thee. What c loi; 
he correct in thee, O Infinite Purity! for what can he puniſh * m 
O Innocent Lamb! he knows thy innocence, though thou layſt * * 
thing to maintain it; and he will chaſtiſe thee only to ſatisſy e me 
hatred of thy enemies. All liws are violated in thee alone, who WR de: 
haſt obſerved the whole law, and fulfilled all juſtice, ou. 
A malefactor is puniſhed in order to ſtrike a terror into others 3 
rather than be obliged to puniſh many ; but thou, O my God! * | 
puniſhed only for ſatisfying thy enemies; and no other rule is f.. 
lowed in regard of thee, than the malice, envy, and hatred of te wh 
Pharifees. A. cruel ſcourging is tie means that is choſen for deliver. Will thc 
ing thee from death, in order to condeſcend thereby to the will oi thc 
thy accuſers, although they accule thee falſely. Mayeſt thou be praiſ{ to 
for ever, O my Saviour! May the angels, heaven, earth, and ali cor 
creatures, bleſs thee eternally ! 
| 
II. But all this happens not by chance: thou thyſelf ordaineſt oY be- 
ſo, O my God! Thou haſt defired, during thy whole life, to («if 
thyſelf covered with blood, and laden with reproaches. Piat vi Nc 


deceived in his judgment; thou ſuffereſt a cruel injuſtice, but fat 
fieſt thy love. That ſacred fire, which burns in thy heart, is ink 
tiable ; and the meaſure of its activity, is to obſerve no meaſure; 
becauſe it deſires to conſume every thing, and even to conſume 
thyſelf wholly in my ſervice. It is under no concern that the law 
be obſerved ; and that they proceed, on thy account, according ty 
the order of juſtice; becauſe it is reſolved not to ſpare thee; and u 
ſacrifice thee without mercy, for the ſalvation of ſinners, 


O divine love! is it poſſible thou ſhouldſt have fo great powe 
over thyſelf, and fo little over me? I love thee, O my Jeſus! and 
my greateſt defire is to be conſumed with thy love. Burn not alone ſco 
with that divine fire, grant that I may burn with thee ; thou re-W my 
quireſt it, and canſt do it, O Lord! do what thou canſt, and ſufe dil 
me not to reſiſt what thou willeſt. Kn. 


III. Thy love could not bear thee to be treated with any fort d {ati 
humanity. They ſtrip thee of thy cloaths without reſpect, tie thee I 
to a pillar, ſcourge thee cruelly, are wearied with ſcourging thee, Ye: 
relieve one another, and have no pity on him who had pity on a de. 
the miſerable. Inſtead of forty ſtripes, ordained by the law, they Vit 
gave thee above five thouſand, and made but one wound of tly cha 
whole body: thou appeareſt like a leper ; and from the ſole of ue thy 
foot to the crown of the head, there is no part entire 1n thee, 


O ny 
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o my treaſure and my love! O thou life of my ſoul! I am ſo 
Gized with ſorrow and aſtoniſhment, that I cannot ſpeak ; but I caſt 
myſelf at thy ſacred feet, Kiſs that ground moiſtened with thy blood, 
and there weep for my ſins which cauſed thee ſuch inhuman treat- 
ment, confeſſing my miſery, and expecting thy mercy. I will not 
depart from that place; I will remain fixed to that ſpectacle, run 
over all thy ſteps one after another, and taſte the divine ſw 


which thou haſt hidden therein. 


IV. There it is thou educateſt, with ſo much care, the fouls thou 
loveſt; it is in the hollows of that rock they find the celeſtial honey 
wherewith thou nouriſheſt them. As a moſt affectionate mother, 
thou there warmeſt thy children with thy love; as their true father, 
thou heapeſt all ſorts of bleſſings upon them, and conducteſt them 
to the perfection of the interior lite, There they live in thee, be- 
come like thee, and ſigh only after thee. 


I can no longer ſay with David, that the ſparrows alſo hath feund 
berſelf a houſe ; and the turtle-dove a neſt for herſelf, where ſhe may 
lay her young ones, (Pt. Ixxxiii. 4.) and that I can tind no retreat. 
Neither will I fay with thee, O Lord! that the foxes have kennels, 
and the birds of the air neſts, but I have not where to lay my head, 
(Luke ix. 58.) for thou haſt prepared all thoſe that ſeek thee in 
tribulation, with a charming retreat, where thou receiveſt them, 
and protecteſt them againſt cvery thing that can hurt them. Happy 
is he who never departs from thence, has not ſought his reſt elſe- 
where, and has always ſighed after thy ſacred wounds, O my God! 
and plunged himſelf therein with all his heart. 


V. O Jeſus! thou life of my ſoul, and the ſovereign remedy of 
all my wounds; why art thou ſo cruel] to thyſelf, and to merciful to 
me? Was it not 1, O innocent lamb! that ought to have been 
ſcourged, fince it is 1 that have ſinned ? I have offended thee by 
my whole body, and all my ſenſes; I have ſubjected them to the 
diſorder of my heart, to the world, and the devil; and thou 
knoweſt, O infinite wiſdom | that chough penance ſhould cover ny 
whole body with wounds, it would be but a ſmall matter for the 
latistaction I owe thee, and for the cure of the mortal wounds which 
| have given my ſoul, Thou knoweſt how deep and ſhameful they 
are, and yet thou ſeekeſt me, receiveſt me, beareſt with me, 
nourtſheſt me with thy bleflings and ſheweſt thyſelf to me all torn 
hey ith ſtripes. O love! that always burneſt, and art never conſumed, 
thy change my life, my body, and ſoul, and conſume me entirely with 
tie thy divine flames. 


VI. Thou 
my | 
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VI. Thou knoweſt, O Lord! that labour is the portion of flayey 

and that the moſt laborious · are the moſt eſtimable. It is juſt ther 
fore that the body ſhould labour continually for the ſervice of the 
foul, whoſe fave it is born, till it becomes in heaven the companicy 
of its gory. But, alas! I have done quite the contrary. I haye 
always flattered my body, ſerved it, and ſubjected my foul to it; 
and in order to ſatisſy it, I have loſt thee, O my Sovereign good 
As a faithleis, flothful, and diſobedient ſervant, I have waſted the 
talents which thou hadſt given me. And thou, O innocent lamb! 
whoſe body, always ſubmiſſive, was the faithful companion of thy 
bleſſed ſoul, thou treateſt it as an enemy; and in order to {part me, 
thou makeſt it ſuffer the puniſhments which I have deſerved, 0 
infinite goodnels | O Jove without example ! | 


— 


— 


25 


I offer myſelf to thee, O my Jeſus ! ſuffer me to be faſtened ty 
that pillar, inſtead of thee ; or at leaſt, let me ſhare with thee the 
ſtripes which thou receiveſt. Thou art meek, charitable, and in. 
dulgent, in regard of me; and haſt for thyſelf nothing but rigout 
and ſeverity. Thou abandoneſt thy body to all the cruelty of thy 
enemies, who tear it unmercifully and without meaſure : but whe 
thou chaſtiſeſt me, O Merciful Father! all thy ſtrokes are num. 
bered, thy chaſtiſements meaſured, and always proportioned to m 
weakneſs ; thou even accompanieſt them with grace, that I m 

ſuffer them with merit; and the tenderneſs of thy heart makes thee 
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2 alſo compaſſionate me in all the evils wherewith thou afflicteſt me, 

0 What ground have I then for complaint, O my Lord and ny 
* God! 

44 ai. 
[7 Jam truly much to be blamed, when I complain of thee ; and ou 
* yet more, when I do not receive from thy hand the afflictions tha N 
28 befal me: but I am infinitely fo, if finding nothing difficult for Nat 
LS. ſatisfying my deſires, the ſmalleſt matters ſeem inſupportable to me {ſic 
3M when I ſuffer them for thee. Change, O my God! by the upright WW") 
14 neſs of thy ſpirit, ſuch unjuſt ſentiments: chaſtiſe, correct, aud he 
14 try this miſerable ſinner. Work in me what thou pleaſeſt; bu 
10 1 keep me always ſubject to thy conduct, and united to thy prov. 
* dence. Permit me not to deſire any thing elſe but to ſuffer tor thee. 
1 Ceaſe not to afflict me; let me love and reliſh nothing but the 
1 croſs; and if my fleſh revolts, redouble thy ſtrokes, till it be 
ſi . entirely ſubject to thy ſpirit. 

Ng 

=. VII. I adore thee, O moſt pure and holy blood! I will no 
5 depart from thee, O Lord! and I will remain fixt to thy feet til 

\ 5 thou haſt waſhed me with that precious liquor; may it flow upon BF | 
Ws > me abundantly, may it purify and heal me; for from it alone it 5. 

1 that I expect the cure of my wounds, * 


it 


Jht- 


it 
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ſt is ſaid, that the blood of little children is a remedy for the 
leproſy, and thy apoſtle affirms, that thy Hood cleanſes our conſciences 
eum dead works, to ſerve the living God (Heb. ix. 14.) O Divine 
Lamb that takeft away the ſins of the world, caſt thy eyes upon 
this leper wholly covered with ulcers, quite full of fins and imper- 
&tions; waſh me in that blood which flows from thy whole body. 
Thou ſaidſt to: St. Peter: unleſs I waſh thee, thou ſhalt have no ſhare 
with me (John xiii. 8.) Ah, Lord! behold my head, my hands, 
my defires, my will, my underſtanding, my works, my thouvglits, 
my affections, and my ſenſes, interior and exterior; waſh them all: 
for all is defiled ; purify all: for all is corrupt; heal all: for all is 
fck, Change me by the virtue of thy precious blood, that I may 
te united to thee, O infinite purity! and follow thee every where, 
0 moſt innocent lamb ! for thou art at the ſame time, my ſhepherd, 
my guide, and my nouriſhment. 


O moſt pure Mother of God! vou who conceived. that facred 
ody in your chaſte bowels, that it might be torn for me; you, who 
In forming and nouriſhing it gave the pureſt blood in your heart, 
Fat that blood might be ſhed for my remedy: and you who have 
articipared more in its infinite virtue than all other creatures, take 
pity on this inner, obtain me the grace of having a lively feeling 
the pains of your only Son, of following his examples, of hating 
my fins, which have reduced him to that ſtate wherein 1 behold him, 
end of conſecrating the remainder of my life to his {ervice ; that fo 
nany ſufferings endured for me, may not be unprof:table to me. 
) heavenly Jeruſalem ! that art continually watered with be foun- 
ains of our Saviour ; and which receiveſt all thy beauty trom his 
#ounds, let ſome drops of thote delicious waters, whoſe fountain 
ou poſſeſs, fall upon this barren earth. Love, bleſs, and gtorify 
hat God of mercy for me; tupply, O ye. bleſſed {-uis | booth by 
he light and by the love wherewith ye are filled, my darkneis and 
y languor, that I may burn one day with you with the fame fire 
herewith ye are conſumed. Amen. 


* 


XXXIX. SUFFERING OF CHRIST, 
His crowning with thorns, 


HE executioners, weary with ſcourging our Saviour, and 
leeing nothing more to be torn in his body, looted him 
rom the pillar, wholly bathed in blood, He went immediately to 
Vor. II. | L teck 
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ſeek his cloaths, which the ſoldiers had thrown here and there, H. 
was obliged to go through the whole court, and to bear the raillers 
and in:olencies of thoſe miſerable wretches as he paſſed along, who 
alſo added inſults to their cruelty. He ſuffered their affronts as he 
had ſuffered their ſtripes, with an invincible meekneſs, modeſij, 
and patience; and having found his clothes at laſt, he put they 
on again. . 


Though he was in a condition capable of touching the hardef 
hearts with compaſſion, and of diſarming the cruelleſt hat 
thoſe inhuman wolves were not ſoftened thereby. The blood d 
that innocent Lamb, which they had ſhed, even ſerved only tg 
provoke their thirſt ; and they invented, for tormenting him again, 
a kind of puniſhment which had been unknown till then. 


Behold the effect which fin naturally produces in the ſoul tha 
commits it, with impudence and pleaſure. One fin committed 
leaves behind it the deſire of commutting others. Even when on 
is weary of the crime, one is not ſatisfied therewith; and the wil 
of ſinning is retained, though the power of it be loſt. 


One of the greateſt illuſions of ſinners, is to imagine they ſhal 
free themſelves from the temptation, by ſatisfying it. The expe. 
rience of ſin does only augment in us the inclination which induces x 
us thereto; becauſe according to the obſervation of St. Gregor, p 
25 Mor. 12. the fin that is not deſtroyed by penance, draws us bl © 
its ov-n weight into another fin. The ſoul that loſes the grace df 
God by fi:n1ng, loſes alſo the force of reſiſting the occafions of 
ſin; and the body is leſs capable of being reſtrained in its appetites 
when it has once taſted the pleaſure of following them. 


Thus it was that thoſe executioners having abandoned themſelves 
to the liberty they had taken in tormenting Chrilt, loſt at laſt i. 
the fentiments of humanity. They weary themſelves without 
being able to be ſatisfied; and imitate at the fame time the malice 
of devils, and the cruclty of the molt ſavage beaſls. 


II. The Fews had accuſed Chriſt of having deſigned to make .. 
himſelf a king: but Plate deſpiſed that accuſation; becauſe it ws 
eaſy for him, by having him ſcourged as a ſlave, to render him 5. 
ſo infamous as, very far from being able to pretend to the Royalty, 
he ſhould even become incapable of the meaneſt employments 1n 
the republic. Nevertheleſs, that accuſation, how chimerical 
ſoever 1t appeared, gave occaſion to the ſoldiers to make our Lord 
ſuffer ſtill new afflictions and reproaches, by expoſing him as 1 
mock king to the laughter cf the populace, © * 

eo 
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They ſtript him therefore once more of his cloaths, covered 
him with an old picce of worn-out purple, made him a crown of 
long thorns twiſted together, which they put upon his head, and 
et it ſhould fall off, they beat it down into his head with their 
ſticks. They penetrated on every fide; ſome entered in his fore- 
head and temples, and came our at his eyes; others pricked the 
nerves, and pierced the veins from whence the blood guined out in 
abundance, and cauſed him fuch ſharp pains, that he could never 
have endured them without dying, had he not been ſupported by 
the divine power, which reſerved him for the death of the croſs: 
and thoſe pains rerhained till our Saviour expired. 


Let thoſe who have at any time felt violent headachs, ſtop a 
moment to conſider how ſenſible that pain was to our Saviour, 
among ſo many others which he endured. The very thought 
thereof makes one tremble; and yet what is the thought, in 
comparifon to the pain itſelf? 


III. Chriſt joined his tears to the blood he ſhed for us; and 
was ſtill more ſenſible of our fins than of his thorns. That crown, 
however painful it was, afflicted him leſs than our ambition, and 
the diforderly affection which we have for the honours of this 
world, wherewith we crown ourſelves with ſo much pride. Thoſe 
divine tears mingled with blood, compoſed a precious balm, moſt 
eicacious for the cure of our interior wounds. 


What appears moſt ſurpriſing to human underſtanding in this 
myſtery is, that the infinite tenderneſs of the eternal Father could 
let his well-beloved Son endure fo dreadful a torment : but as the 
ſame love which engaged the Son to be our victim, moved the 
Father to facrifice him; that Father of mercies had much greater 
regard to our ſins which had need of fo great a remedy, than to 
the pains and ignominies which he beheld that innocent Lamb 
endure. Much leſs indeed was ſufficient for ſaving us; but what 
was ſufficient for our ſalvation, was not ſufficient for his love. 


What then muſt our obduracy be, if all that gur Saviour has 
ſuffered, is not ſufficient for making us love him with all our heart, 
and for obliging us to renounce fin, which has coſt him fo much 
blood and fo many tears? | 


Thoſe cruel executioners were not yet ſatisfied ; they put a reed 
into his right hand, to ſerve him as a ſcepter, and to ſhew the 
ranity and weakneſs of his royalty: they made him ſuffer a great 
number of other aſfronts, whereof we ſhall ſpeak hercatcer. 


L 5 IV. The 
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IV. The holy Fathers bring ſeveral conſiderable reaſons, why 
Chriſt was pleafed to ſuffer a torment ſo cruel and ſo new, T 
ſay firſt, that becauſe, according to the expreſſion of the holy 
Scripture, all fleſh had corrupted its way, Gen. vi. 12. and there 
was no part of our bodies, but what had contributed to fin; our 
Saviour icſolved to ſatisfy for us in every part of his body. Thus 
his fleſh having been torn by ſcourging, his nerves ſtretched out, 
and his bones diſlocated upon the croſs; it was requiſite alſo that 
the head where all the ſenſes are united, which is the ſeat of reaſqn, 
judgment, counſel, conſent, and reſolution, ſhould endure a puniſh. 
ment capable of tormenting all his ſenſes at the ſame time, in order 
to expiate the evil which we had done by ours. 


They ſay in the ſecond place, that our Saviour intended to teach 
us thereby, that the thoughts, deſigns and intentions contrary to 
his law and doctrine, are the puniſhment of man; and that ou 
mind finds in itſelf the thorns which torment it. This is the 
misfortune wherewith God threatens the ſinner by his prophet: 
behold I will hedge thy way with thorns, and will hedge it with a 
wail, and thou ſhalt not find thy paths, Oſee ii. 6. 


Thoſe thorns are nothing elſe but the troubles and afflitions 
which our corrupt inclinations diffuſe over the paths which we 
fellow. They render the way of ſalvation ſo difficult and dangerous 
to us, that we quit it every moment; or that, looking continually 
behind us, we never arrive at the term of our pilgrimage. 


For by abandoning the ſweet conduct of the divine law, in 
which every thing leads us to the peace of the ſoul, to the freedom 
of the mind, and to the love of our neighbour, we neceſſarily fall 
into trouble of conicience, hardneſs of heart, danger of ruining 
ourtelves, and into many other diſorders; which not being corrected 
by that infallible rule, hurry us from one fin to another, from abyls 
to abyls, and cauſe at laſt the eternal unhappineſs of our ſouls, 


Thele are the thorns which come out of their own heads, whuch 
are produced by the human mind, when it is ſeparated from God, 
and which occaſioned Chriſt ſuch ſenſible pains. Let every one 
therefore reflect a little upon themſelves, and conſider the injury 
they do their own poor ſouls. 


V. St. Cyprian, in his expoſition of the creed, ſhews another 
cauſe of that torment. He lays that our Lord by his infinite 
charity was pleaſed they ſhould make him a crown of that which 
had been the puniſhment cf the fin of our firſt father: the ſin of 


Adam was diſobedience, and thorns were his puniſhment, For he 
| — 
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was not only baniſhed from the earthly paradiſe, the delights of 
which he could have taſted without labour, in obeying his Creator; 
but he was alſo conſtrained, with his whole poſterity, to eat his 
bread in the ſweat of his brow, and to cultivate the earth, which, 
inſtead of fruit, produced him every where thorns and briars, 


We alſo find thorns daily on earth and in temporal goods, 
which do not correſpond to the greatneſs of our labours; but much 
more {till in the interior warfare which we ſuffer; in the revolt 
bf the fleſh againſt the ſpirit; and in the continual aſſaults of our 
en mies, ,which permit us not to enjoy the fruits of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which are peace, meekneß, comfort, Cc. | 


Our Saviour therefore was pleaſed, in order to render thoſe 
thorns profitable to us, to be crowned with thorns himſelf; that 
they might draw from his ſacred head a moſt divia* fruitfulneſs; 
and being continually the puniſhment of ſin, they might be a 
ſource of merits for us. For it is true that Chriſt has ſanctiſied 
our pains by his: and that what was formerly our ſhame and 
puniſhment, is now become our glory and happineſs. The revolts 
of the fleſh againſt the ſpirit, which ſo often make the ſervants of 
God lament, are, by the virtue of our Saviour's ſufferings, - the 
occaſion of their combats, and the matter of their triumphs. 


But if they be in them the occaſions of ſin, the combat is more 
jut, and the victory the more honourable; becauſe the foul being 
able to ſpare itſelf the trouble of fighting againſt ſin, by conſentin 
to it at firft, voluntarily deprives itſelf of the pleaſure it woul 
have had in committing it; in order to preſerve the love of God, 
and to be faithful in the obſervation of his law: God eſteems that 
'S WW fidelity fo much, that he recompenſes it with no leſs than eternal 
0 glory; which he would not do, if the labours and temptations of 
u Wl this life were nothing but mere chaſtiſements: for the guiity, by 

ſuffering the puniſhment due to him, merits not in juſtice any fort 

of recompence. But the Son of God, being willing to make 
h Moc this baniſhment, to which we were condemned in Adam, a 
(, glorious career for us, has taken from it the name of puniſhment, 
© and given it that of combat: and he has alſo. ennobled it himſeif 
Yb his example, and by the dignity of his perſon; ſo that he who 
lutfers the moſt and beſt, obtains the fineſt crown. 


* Without that, God who is holy and juſt in all his works, in 
e waſhing us by baptiſm from the ſtain of fin, would have alto 
remitted us the puniſhment thereof. It would t have been 
*conſiſtent with his juſtice to puniſh us for a fault already pardoned ; 


and Chriſt, who was born without ſin, ought to have lived without 
8 ſufferings. 
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ſufferings, Yet we know he endured yery great ones, that by the 
virtue of his, ours might become the price and. merit of the 
heavenly kingdom. Therefore the greateſt happineſs that an 
betide us in our poverty is, to heap up great treaſures of ſufferings, 
for purchaſing that crown of glory, to which our Saviour has 


given us a right to pretend by his crown of thorns. 


VI. We ought therefore to be aſhamed, as St Bernard ſays, to 
ve delicate members under a head crowned with thorns. Chriſt, 
before he wore that crown, had his whole body torn by a crue! 
{courging; becauſe members better treated did not belong to x 
head 1o oppreſſed with pain. Our Saviour is our head, and we are 

his members; it is not reaſonable that we ſhould live in delicacy, 
whilſt he is under ſufferings. If we are aſhamed of imitating our 
head, he will alſo be aſhamed of owning us for his member, 
There are ſome animals, which to preſerve their head, expoſe al 
the reſt of their body. Was it not fit that we ſhould have been 
pierced with thorns, and that our head ſhould have been free from 
them? But ſince by his infinite mercy, he vouchſafed to ſuffer 
that torment for us; how can we think on his being crowned with 
thorns, and abandon ourſelves to corporeal pleaſure? 


Can the human mind be perſuaded that Chriſt, with his eye 
bathed in blood and tears, and his cheeks bruiſed and livid, his 
face disfigured, his head crowned with thorns, defires to be 
acknowledged by theſe marks for our Father, and that he wil 
conſider him at the ſame time as one cf his children, whoſe whole 
life is ſpent in the ſearch of pleaſures, favour, and elevation, in a 
profound forgetfulneſs of his ſalvation, and of God's benefits; 
Can any one believe that this vigilant ſhepherd of our ſouls gives 
full power to his ſheep to live in licentiouſneſs and delights, 
and conſents to ſee us crowned with roſes, when he is crowned 
with thorns? He has taught us himſelf, that the ſervant ouglt 
not to be better treated than his maſter. Let him therefore 
that would walk ſecurely, and not fall into the ſnare, regulate 
his conduct according to the examples and doctrine of the eterny 
wildom. | | 


CONTEMPLATION 
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CONT EMPLrATL3aS 
On Chrift crowned with thorns, 


ADORE thee, O divine Jeſus! as my true king; I acknow- 
| ledge thee for my ſovereign Lord, through all thoſe wounds 
which thou haſt received for healing me in. I adore thee amidſt 
thoſe reproaches, with which thou waſt pleaſed to be covered, 
only that J might be clothed with glory. Was not the precious 
blood which flowed from thy whole body ſufficient, O my Saviour! 
vithout ſhedding alſo that of thy ſacred head? Could not that 
communicate its divine influences to me, without being tormented 
o cruelly? Thou wilt have that countenance, after which the 
angels figh, be disfigured; and all the veins of thy body be opened, 
for healing the wounds of my foul, | 


[ adore thee, O God of my heart! I adore the ineffable love, 
which reduced thee to that ſtate: I give thee infinite thanks for 
o many mercies. Accompliſh thy work, tranſpierce this heart 
with thy thorns, O my Jeſus! let them come from thy ſacred 
head all bathed in thy blood, and wholly burning with thy love, 
x inflamed arrows, in order to pierce me with their points, and 


* 


infame me with their fire, 


II. May I acknowledge at laſt, O thou love of my ſoul! that 
whatever is not done for thee is loſt, When will the moment 
come wherein I ſhall love thee with my whole heart, O my 
ſovereign good! wherein I ſhall correſpond to thy love with an 
entire fidelity, by giving myſelf to thee without reſerve, and by 
conſuming myſelf in thy ſervice? To what purpoſe is this life, this 
ſoul, and all that is within me, to me, if they burn not with love 
for thee, who alone art worthy of my love? | 


Thou art like thyſelf in all things, always amiable, always 
liveral, always merciful, and always full. of tenderneſs towards 
me, ſo far as to ſacrifice thyſelf for my ſalvation. And as for me, 
am alſo ever like myſelf, that is, always miſerable, poor, tepid, 
obdurate, full of love for myſelf, and of indifferency tor thee. O 
goodneſs! O mercy! O liberality! O ſource of infinite bieffings! 
have mercy on me. Caſt me not away from thy face: and thy hoiy 
Writ take not away from me. Pſal. I. 13. 


Il. The head is the part by which men are known, where the 


lace is, where all the ſenſes meet, as alſo the organs of life and 


couverſation, 
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converſation, beauty and deformity 3 wherein appear joy and ſorto 
| boldneſs and fear, health and ſickneſs, and all the ſentiments of the 
ſoul. It is that part, O Lord! which thou ſufferedſt to be pierce 
with thorns, and ſtained with blood. -It is by that, O thou my 
beautiful among the children of men ! O amiable ſpoule of my ſoy}! 
that thou waſt pleaſed to be diſtingmſhed. Thou wouldſt mal 
me comprehend by thoſe ſigns, what paſſes in thy heart, the lo 
wherewith it burns, and the zeal it has for my falvation and per. 
fection. Thou wilt have me acknowledge that thy greateſt de. 
fire is to gain me to thyſelf by thy benefits and by the works of th 
divine charity. 


O how much more deeply does that blood which flows upa 
thy face, that head pierced with thorns, wound the hearts of thoſe 
who are touched with thy love, than if it was brilliant and crowned 
with precious ſtones! The riches and crowns of the earth can give 
ncthing but what they have, that 1s, earthly advantages: but thy 
pains and thorns fill the ſoul with heavenly ſweetneſs, load it with 
{piritual riches, and fix it to thee by the bonds of a love which iy 
above all imagination, 


O King of Glory! O that I might never loſe fight of thee, 
but follow thee always with the eyes and deſires of my foul! 
for it is irom that head crowned with thorns, that I receive my like 
my repoſe, and my nouriſhment : it is in that mirror that I behold 
myſelf ſuch as I am; and I loſe myſelf when I ccaſe to look up- 
On I. 


IV. They ſeek on earth for rich metals and precious ſtones, 
for making the crowns of kings; and thou, O King of Glon! 
haſt choſen only thorns for thy crown ; becauſe thou wouldſt enrich 
us all, by crowning us with a matter which is ſo common on earth; 
and by rendering thoſe very thorns ſo precious, with the touch of 
thy facred head, which had ſerved in the puniſhment of the firk 
man. | 


Thorns, which are a mark of ſterility, become fruitful on thy 
head, O my Saviour! and produce us ineſtimable fruits of grace 
and glory. Thou takeſt my miſeries upon thee, in order to al 
:eviate them; and crownelt thyſelf therewith, to render them glo- 
rious to me. Ought I to complain atter this, when I am afflicted: 
Be for ever bleſſed, O Divine Love! who haſt ſo diſpoſed things 
for our good, that a true Chriſtian cannot be poor, when he poſſeſſes 
great ſufferings; and that he who is overwhelmed with miſeries, 
15 always full of riches, | 


V, Wretched 
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v. Wretched that I am! is not all this yet ſufficient for making 
ne love the croſs, injuries, reproaches, and whatever renders me 
le thee, O thou God of my foul! I am terrified by ſufferings 
when they come, am dejected whilſt they continue, am glad when 
they terminate, and eſteem myſelf happy when I am entirely de- 
wvered from them. Wilt thou never deſtroy, O my God! the 
weaknels of my fleſh by the force of thy love? | | 


How contrary are the falſe advantages wherewith I flatter myſelf, 
and the real meanneſſes in which I glory, from what I behold in thee! 
How the vain eſteem I have of mylelf, the pleaſure I take in the 
praiſes of men, and all the ſmoke of this world remove me from 
thy divine communications. All my thoughts are terminated in 
the conveniencies of my body, in the owns of my vanity, and in 
the pleaſures of this life; and thereby, O my God! I loſe all the 
fruit of thy thorns. 


I am aſhamed to ſee thee crowned with pain and ignominy, 
and am not aſhamed to deſire to rule, to do always my own will, 
and to ſeek nothing but ſenſual pleaſures. When I do what I will, 
without finding any oppoſition thereto; when I follow my appetites 
with an entire liberty; when all the world honours me; and when 
every thing ſucceeds with me, I am content; I buſy myſelf with a 
thouſand vain projects; am pleaſed with myſelf; and atn loft in my: 
own thoughts; becauſe I then forget how miſerable and contempti- 
ble I am 1n thy eyes. 


When ſhall I hate myſelf, O my God! as muchas I am hateful ? 
When ſhall I beaſhamed of myſelf before thee? Thou art crowned 
with thorns, and I fly from every thing that incommodes me. 
Thou weareſt a diadem of pain and ignominy, and I ſtill love the 
vanities and pleafures of this world, | 


VI. How can I, in the midft of vanity and delights, be a mem- 
ber of that head crowned with thorns? Turn away my eyes, O Lord! 
that they may not ſee vanity ; and that they may be fixed only on thee. 
Teach me to conſider the ſtate thou art in, and to be aſhamed of 
the ſtate in which I am. Thou ſeeſt the bottom of this miſerable 
heart, root every thing out of it, by thy mercy, that diſpleaſes 
thee in it. Permit me not to love what ſeparates me from thee. 
Teach me to know myſelf, and to judge myſelf according to what 
[ {ee in thee; to condemn and puniſh myſelf as I deſerve. Crown 
me with thy thorns, O my amiable Jeſus! grant that my glory and 
crown may be to ſuffer with thee ; for I cannot be united to thee, 
unleſs I be like thee. 


VII, I here 
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VII. I here confeſs my miſery before thee, O my Saviour! 
urpole every day to imitate thee ; to defire to fee in myſelf why 
T adore in thee; to ſay that I abandon myſelf entirely into thy hands; 
and yet when an occaſion offers of being faithful to thee, 1 want 
courage, draw back, and retire from thy conduct, in order to fol. 
low my own deſires. O Jeſus, my only hope! who knoweft the 
diſorder and vanity of my heart, receive the deſire which thay in. 
ſpireſt me with at this moment, of being wholly thine: grant that 
I may love thee, and hate myſelf; that I may imitate thee, ang 
renounce myſelf. 


Deſtroy i in me we'd thing thou ſeeſt contrary to thy will, in ſpite 
of all the reſiſtance of my fleſh. Uſe violence, if it be neceſſary; 
drag me, if I will not walk; force me forward, if I ſtop; aid 
me, if I reſiſt; and make me feel thy thorns, until T have learned 
to crown myſelf therewith, and to glory therein. Accompliſh thy 
work, O my God: without hearkening to my weaknels: thou 
canft fortify it, ſince * art the fortitude of all thoſe that hope in 
thee, 


O moſt ſacred Mother of God! — imitatrix of our Saviour; 
if you are oppreſt with ſorrow, if your Son is crowned with thorns, 
what ſhall become of me, me who am nothing but pride and delicacy? 
Aſſiſt me, O Refuge of ſinners! obtain me the light I have need 
of for knowing the infinite love of Jeſus, for following his examples, 
and for hating myſelf, and every thing that is capable of ſeparating 
me from him. Obtain me the will and ſtrength of ſuffering all the 
pains wherewith he ſhall pleaſe to afflict me: for I know that one 
cannot be without croſſes and thorns; and that you will not ac- 
knowledge me for one of your ſervants, unleſs I wear the livery of 
your only Son. Bleſſed Spirits, ye who clearly ' ſee the value of 
our Saviour's thorns, and the misfortune of thoſe who love the 
pleaſures of this world; take pity on a blind and miſerable ſinner, 
who ſeeks, in a place of baniſhment, what is only to be found in 
the heavenly count v. Obtain for me a ray of . that. light where- 
with ye ſhine, that I may know that in order to be crowned one 
day with the glory amongſt you in heaven, we muſt have been 
crowned with thorns on earth. Amen. . 
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XL. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


Ht is mocked by the ſoldiers, and expoſed to the laughter of the people, 


HE Jews made Chriſt ſuffer all the affronts they could think of, 

whilſt he was in their hands. And the ſoldiers after crown- 
pg him with thorns, and cloathing him with an old purple cloak, 
put a reed in his hand, inſtead of a ſcepter, as a mock king, and 
placed him afterwards in the midſt of them. That crown was 
cruel, and that purple ignominious. They pretended, by thoſe 
hands bound, to ſhew his weakneſs; and by that reed, to denote 
the vanity and inconſtancy of his royalty. But the Holy Ghoit, 
whoſe wiſdom directed all that great myſtery, had many other views: 
he deſigned to diſcover to us, through that train of ignominy, the 
pure light of his divine truths. * | ; 


For that thread-bare and torn purple teaches us that there 1s no- 
thing in Chriſt, how vile and contemptible ſoever it may appear to 
the eyes of men, but wherewith we may cover and defend our- 
ſelves againſt the corruption of the world, and againſt the rigour of 
God's juſtice. If the touch only of the hem of his garment cured 
2 woman of a diſorder which ſhe had for twelve years; what will 
be the virtue of his purple in favour of thoſe, who with faith and 
love ſhall be covered therewith ? That crowns of thorns, however 
inghtful and dreadful it be, did it not acquire him an infinite num- 
ber of illuſtrious ſubjects, who were faithful to their king in the 
ſevereſt trials? and were not thoſe fettered hands the ſupport and 
defence of his ſoldiers, in the moſt dangerous combats? If he is 
ſewn to us as the king of ſinners and of criminals, it is to give us 
hopes, that being ourſelves of that number, we ſhall one day be 
lis courtiers and domeſtics in heaven.” © | 


| In fine, there is no need of any other ſcepter than a reed, for. 
um of whom Jaiab had foretold, that the bruiſed reed he ſhall not 
break, xiii. 3. For though we be more weak, inconſtant, and 
hollow than reeds, he by his goodneſs will ſupply all that we want, 
provided he holds us in his hand, and we remain under his conduct. 
behold what we are taught. by the faith which our Saviour has 

WH ffabliſhed in his church, and confirmed by all the reproaches which 
F. ue eus employed in vain for deſtroying his royalty. | 
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II. Whilſt our Saviour was in this poſture, the ſoldiers 25. 
pointed to guard him, aſſembled about him, leſt he ſhould be takes 
away; and having made a great circle, they went off one after 
another, bowing their knees before him, and ſaying out of mockery 
Hail, King of the Jews! They afterwards took the reed which he 
had in his hand, ſtruck him over the head and face therewith, an 
thus renewed the pain of his thorns. g 


We can never comprehend the affronting words, immoderne 
Laughter, and indecent geſtures of that inſolent mob, who treated 
the King of Glory, as the moſt fooliſh and laſt of all men. Hig 
tormentors were many, and every one endeavoured to exceed thoſe 
that went before them. The affronts, the pricking of the thorns 
the ftrokes they gave him on the head, the blows, and the ſpitting 
followed one another ſo cloſely, that there is reaſon to doubt whe. 
ther that torment was not the greateſt of all his paſſion ; ſince what 
they made him ſuffer then, renewed all his preceding pains. 


What is moſt ſurprizing is, that all ſources of natural and him 
compaſſion were ſo dried up in thoſe obdurate hearts, that the 
piteous ſtate to which they had reduced our Saviour, could only 
excite them to a greater cruelty. Bur that Lamb of God vn 
pleaſed to draw upon himſelf alone the whole rage of Satan, which 
we had deſerved by our ſins; and to reſerve for us all the mercy 
which we had rendered ourſelves unworthy of. 


III. Thus it was that they deſpiſed the royalty of the Son of God, 
that his divine perſon was trampled under foot, that they conſidered 
him as a mock king, who by his power ſupports heaven and earth, 
and concealed his majeſty only that he might be able to ſuffer for u. 
Love was more exceſlive in Chriſt, than hatred in his enemies; 
hatred urged them to find out new means of tormenting him, 
and love inflamed our Saviour with the deſire of ſuffering, in or- 
der to merit eternal bleſſings for us by his ſufferings. But at lat 
hatred was daſhed to pieces againſt that rock, and love prevailed: 
the royalty of Chriſt which the Jerws eſteemed falſe, triumphed 
over all their efforts, and will be regarded as true for all eter- 
nity. 


Ler thoſe impious wretches do what they will; let them mock 
him as much as they pleaſe; they {peak the truth, againſt their omn 
wills, when they call Chriſt the King of the Fews. How wicked 
ſoever the intention of Caiphas was, faith conſiders as a divine truti 
the ſentence he pronounced, when he ſaid; I is expedient for qu 
that one man die for the people, and not that the whole nation periſh 


John xi. 50. The Holy Ghoſt inſpired him with theſe * 
or 
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&r our inſtruction ; but Caiphas pronounced them to deſtroy Chriſt. 
Thus it is that faith receives with ſubmiſſion and reſpect, what the 
u ſaid only out of contempt ; and whilſt they make a jeſt of 
Chriſt, we ſay to him with David, in love and veneration : Tau art 
be ſome, my King and my God; who commandeft the ſalvation of 
cob, Pſal. xliii. 5. That is, the ſalvation of all thy ſervants: 
jr the divine truth ceaſes not to be ſuch, even when it is pro- 


dounced by an impious mouth. 


IV. It is a great advantage to have God for our judge: 
r he whom God approves, cannot be condemned; whereas human 
probation is a very weak help, when one is condemned by the 
ret judgments of God. If his ſervants, when they are deſpiſed 
the world, apply themſelves ſeriouſly to imitate the filence and 
eekneſs of that divine tumbled king; if, content with pleaſing 
im, they reſign to God the judgment of their cauſe ; he is fo juſt 
id faithful, chat he will draw their grandeur out of their ab- 
ion, and will make what diſhonours them become the ſource of 
heir glory. Let them only caſt themſelves into his arms, without 
reſcribing to him, either the time or meaſure of their. reſignation, 
ing indifferent whether they be juſtified in this life or the other, 
lowing themſelves to be conducted in all things by his providence, 
mfding in his goodneſs, and aſſuring themſelves that he will come 
o their aſſiſtance, when it ſhall be profitable and glorious for him to 
uccour them ; and that in the mean time they ſhall not want the 
eceſſary graces for ſupporting the afflictions of this life meritori- 
ly. Let them therefore be always diffident of theruſelves; 
but never diffident of God. 


An EX POSITION of cheſe Words: Behold the Man. 


H E affronts which they made Chriſt endure; in deriſion of 
his royalty, ended not there. Pilate having called him from 
midſt that inſolent crowd, and ſeeing the condition wherein they 
lad put him, was at firſt ſeized with horror and aſtoniſhment : 
ut afterwards reflecting that the cruelty which they had exerciſed 
ready againſt our Saviour, might ſerve to deliver him from death, 
e relolved to ſhew him to the people, not doubting but the hgh 
— © O0 
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of ſo piteous an object would touch the hardeſt hearts with con 
paſſion, For that reaſon he faid to them: behold, I bringhim fi 
unto you, that you may know that 7 find no cauſe in him, Joha xix 

He therefore made him appear before the preps with that crow 
of thorns, and that old purple cloak, ſaying to them: behold the nn 
that is, behold him whom you accuſe of deſigning to make hin 
ſelf a king; ſee the condition he is in, and how incapable he is 
ſuch an undertaking. Behold the man whom you accuſe of ſeducing 
and ſtirring up the people to rebellion; can the people give any 
credit to him, after ſeeing him in this condition? What canb 
feared, or hoped from him? | 


Although Pilates actions and words ſeemed full of good in 
tentions; yet they were a great occaſion of confuſion to Chrif 
to be made uſe of in that manner as a {ſpectacle to all the people 
among whom were his enemies, his friends, and perhaps his bleſſ 
mother, who in all appearance had not ſeen him ſince at ſupper the 
day before. Who can expreſs what the grief of the mother and 
the Son then was, in beholding one another ? Yet our Saviour bor 
that grief with an abaſhment, modeſty, 12 and meekne{ 
which would have convinced minds, leſs prejudiced, of his 
nocence. | 


IT. Devout perſons here find a large fund of holy thought 
and a moſt plentiful ſource of interior bleſſings; and we may ver 
juſtly ſay theſe words of the canticle to them: go forth, ye daught 
of Sion, and fee king Solomon in the diadem, wherewith his mathe 
bath crowned him in the day of his eſpouſals, and in the day of theju i 
bis heart, Cant. iii. 11. For the ſynagogue of the Jews, which b 
here called his Mother, becauſe he deſcended from her bowels 
put that diadem of thorns upon his head; but he forgetting the 
cruelty of that unnatural mother, received that crown with reſiſtance 
He even celebrated, with the joy of his heart, the day on which 
he redeemed our ſouls with his blood, in order to make them hi 
ſpouſes by the bond of an eternal charity; giving them for a down 
the kingdom of Heaven, laying open to them infinite trealurs, 
and permitting them to take from thence without nieafure all the 
good things which they can deſire. Thus theſe chaſte ſpoule, 
being charmed with the love of their bridegroom, give themſelve 
to him without reſerve, and find ſuch ſweetneſs and riches in him, 
as no tongue can expreſs, nor eye behold, nor the mind cornprehend 
and which love alone renders ſenſible. 


III. Theſe words, Bebeld the man, pronounced by Pilate, with! 
deſign of delivering our Lord from death, are conſidered by man 
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«ho ſhewing to all men his only Son, reduced for them to that 
condition, {aid to them; behold the man. Behold him of whom I 
told you before : this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſedj 
bear ye bim, Matt. xvi. 5. Behold the man, in whom 1 give you a 
ether, a friend, a companion; and a paſtor. It is in him you ſhall 
end your nouriſhment, your way, your truth, and your life, In 
kim I give you all that I have; and all that you can hope for. 
By him I will pardon you, receive you, and glorify you. Dilate 
thy heart, O ſinful man! raiſe up thy hopes and deſires. If I give 
thee this man who is my only Son, what can J refuſe thee ? If I 
hared not even my only Son, but delivered him for you all; how have 1 
1, alſo with bim given you all things ? Rom. viii. 32. 


Conſider bis man, O ſinner! and tell me afterwards why thou 
doſt not love me, why thou doſt not ſerve me, and what thou canft 
bring for an excuſe, when I ſhall condemn thee. It were bur juſt 
that being my creature, thou ſhouldſt begin to love me, in order to 
gan my love by thine: but ſince thou ſeeſt thy negligence and weak= 
refs, look upon this man, and acknowledge 1n him all that I have 
done for thee. Is it poſſible, O ſinful foul ! that thou canſt periſh, 
hiving the Saviour whom I have given thee? Caſt thyſelf into his 
arms, unite thyſelf cloſely to him, hear his words, follow his in. 
ſtructions, offer him to me with faith and love, in order to ſupply 
what is wanting on thy part; I will refuſe thee nothing that ſhall 
be neceſſary for thee, whenever thou ſhalt aſk it of me with and 
hy bim. 


IV. Other ſaints conſider theſe words, behold the man, as uttered 
by Chriſt himſelf, and addreſſed to all ſinners. Behold the man, 
lays he to us; look upon me, and aſk me for what you deſire. 
Give your deſires what latitude you pleaſe ; becauſe it is for you 
that I am covered with wounds and bathed with tears. All theſe 
torments are yours: my blood, my perſon, my life, and my merits 
belong to you. Come then to me all ye that labour and are burthened, 
and will refreſh you. Matt. xi. 28. Enter by theſe wounds 
nto my heart, and draw plentifully from thence the good things 
you ſhall find therein. Look yourſelves in this mirror; diſcover 
your malice therein; ſee the evils which it occaſions me, and thoſe 
which it ought to bring on yourſelves. You can no longer ſay to 
me in your neceſſities what the ſick man ſaid at the pool, I have no 

n: tor here I am; and ſince I am quite ready to aſſiſt you, do 
not fly from me. 


" What could I do for you, that I have not done ? If you would 
ul have me do ſomething more, I will do it, though it were to 
de bie upon the croſs for you. Conſider me from head to foot, 
| I and 
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and you will ſee there is nothing in me, but what is yours; wy 
that I am wholly ſacrificed for your ſalvation. What is there in 
the world that is more yours than I am, that teaches you the try 
better, that loves you more tenderly, or that is more profitable to tq 
you than I am? In whom do you find a friendſhip more ſincere " 
more ſtrict, or more generous than in me? Why then do you by 

| deſpiſe me? Why do you abandon. me to follow pleaſure and fin? WM + 
You keep me here, O man! take care you do not loſe me; b. 
that you do not loſe yourſelf in loſing me. For you will nere . 
find your ſecurity and falvation but in me alone. 


V. Every ſinner may alſo apply theſe words to himſelf and ſy Wl :; 
to Chriſt : Lord, behold the man; behold the ſinner for whom thoy of 
ſuffereſt ſo many pains and ignominies: behold the man who is un- F 
faithful to thee, and performs nothing of what he promiſes thee, of 
Behold the man, that hath not put God for bis helper : but hath bo u 
in the multitude of his riches, and hath prevailed in his vanity ; and Will ;1, 
therefore I am ſo miſerable before thee. Pſal. li: 9, 10. * 


We may alſo very profitably make uſe of theſe words, in the fn 
preſence of God, by accuſing ourſelves, by offering and conſe. Wi 77 
crating ourſelves to his love and ſervice. For a good defire ac- Wil do 
companied with perſeverance, and often renewed in the fight df 
God, is moſt powerful for drawing down his mercy. We mult 
therefore accuſtom ourſelves to appear before him, with an intenor at 
view of our own meanneſs, and to turn thoſe truths which we 7 
conſider, to our own confuſion, for it is the ſureſt way for knowing 


God, and meriting his grace. * 
N 
juſt 
the 
Th 

CONTEMPLATION ” 
On Chrift concerning his Royalty. | . 
thy 


HERE is then no longer amongſt men any ſentiment d * 
6 © compaſſion for thee, O my Saviour! What creature, een . 
deprived of reaſon, could fee a man in thy condition, without be- 
ing ſeized with horror and pity? It ſeems that human hearts are 
hardened only againſt thee alone: they are not afraid to cover thy 
adorable face with ſpittle and blows; to treat thee as a fool and a a 
imaginary king; to put a reed into thy hand inſtead of a ſceptet 
and an old tattered garment about thy ſhoulders, inſtead of a ropal 


robe; to adore thee out of mockery by kneeling before = * 
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to inſult thee by abuſive words and actions; and to pluck the reed 
from thy hand which they had put therein; in order to ſtrike thy 
head crowned with thorns therewith. They excite one another to 
toment thee, O my God! and thou remaineſt in ſilence, as if thou 
vert a worm of the earth, without reñſting, or complaining, and 
burneſt with the deſire of ſuffering ſtill more for me. O thou love 
of my foul ! O life of my life! when will they ceaſe to abuſe thee ? 
but when wilt thou thyſelf be ſatiated with reproaches and ſuf- 


" L 2 
ſerings! 


II. I adore thee, O divine Jeſus! I praiſe thee, bleſs thee, and 
give thee a thouſand thanks, for the love thou expreſſeſt to me, 
and for all the torments thou ſuffereſt. Let thoſe miſerable wretches 
ſy and do whatever they will, thou wilt be no leſs the true King 
of Heaven and Earth; and in order to adore thee, I will make 
uſe of the fame words which they employed to affront thee. 
Hail, O King of the Fews! hail, O King of Heaven and Earth! 
hail, O King of Souls! thou art my God, my Lord, and my King! 
there is properly none but thee to whom the name of king belongs ; 
ſince thou alone governeſt us by by pure laws, converting ſouls. 
Thou alone governeſt us with a moſt divine peace, love, and wiſ- 
dom. 


O that thy kingdom might come to me! that thou would reign 
abſolutely in my toul ; that I could ſincerely ſay with the prophet: 
Pal. xxii. 1. Our Lord rules me, and nothing ſhall be wanting to me: 
in place of paſture there he has placed me, where I receive a moſt ' 
heavenly nouriſhment. 'Upon the water of refection be has brought 
me up : he has converted my ſcul. He has conducted me upon the paths of 


jyfice, for his name's-ſake. For though I ſpculd walk in the midſt of 


the ſhadow of death, 1 will not fear evils: becauſe thou art with me. 
Thy rod and thy ftaff have comforted me. I find my ſafety in thy rod 
which governs me; and my conſolation even in thy ſtaff which 
chaſtiſes me. Thou haſt prepared in my fight a table, againſt them 
that treuble me; and there it is that I receive ſtrength for reſiſting 
them. Thou haſt fatted my head with oil, which is the unction a 
thy grace: and my inebriating cup, how goodly is it. And thy mercy 


ſhall follow me all the days of my liſe: and that I may dewell in the bouſe 


of car Lord, unto length of days. I will have no other king nor 
maſter but thee, O my Saviour! I deſire none but thee alone. 
Moſt deſpiſed as thou art, I prefer tier to all the moſt powerful 
kings of the earth; and love thy reproaches infinitely better than 
al their glory. | 


III. But it is no leſs the effect of thy mercy, O my. Lord and 
av King! to receive thoſe that come to thee with a penitent heart, 
You, II. M than 
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than it is of thy juſtice to puniſh ſinners who confeſs not their ſine 
I acknowledge mine, O my God! and proſtrate at thy feet, I confes, 
in imploring thy clemency, that thow haſt not a ſervant more worthy 
of chaſtiſement, and more unworthy of pardon. I have a thauſand 
times abandoned thee; I have withdrawn myſelf from thy ſervice 
J bave faid, I will not cbey; J have baſely engaged myſelf in the 
ſervice of unworthy maſters, ſuch as pride, vamty, felf-love, and 
ſenſual pleaſures; and I have ſubjected myſelf to as many kings, 
or rather, to as many tyrants, as I have committed fins; I have 
followed their law, and deſpiſed thine, I have loſt thee, O ny 
Sovereign Happineſs! J have forſaken thee, O Love of my foul! 
J have turned my back on thee, O my Jeſus! to run afte 
them. 


- Hitherto they have poſſeſſed my heart, and have eſtabliſhed them. 
ſelves therein in ſuch a manner by a long habit, that they pretend 
to reign always in it. They keep me at a diſtance from thee, who 
art my true life : they make thy law ſeem to me hard, heavy, and 
inſupportable ; though I know, by my own experience, that it be. 
comes {weet, light, and even delightful by the unction of thy grace, 
They have reduced me to that ſtate of poverty thou ſeeſt me in 
They have weakened, dejected, and blinded me, and ſtripped me 
of all my goods ; and what gives me the greateſt pain, O my God! 
1s the habitual ſtate I am in of obeying them. 


For though I ſee they ſeek my deſtruction, I find in myſelf ſo 
great an inclination to follow them, that I can ſcarcely reſolxe 
with myſelf to forſake them; they have ſo deeply poſſeſſed my ſenſes 
and my powers, that I muſt maintain ſevere conflicts in order to 
overcome them, and I very often yield thereto. They put a vel 
before my eyes, that I may not be able to fee the purity of thy lay. 
They freeze my heart, to extinguiſh therein the fervour of thy love. 
They inſpire me with a thouſand diiguſts, in order to make me find 
thy yoke heavy, and thy converſat ion weariſome. Take compaſſion 
on my miſery, O thou only King of my heart! and baniſh all thok 
tyrants. Take poſſeſſion again of thy inheritance; and repair all is 
ruins. Shew thy light to thote that go aſtray, and do not retum 
to thee. Give me thy law, O Lord! and the grace af obſerving 


it. 


IV. When. ſhall I find myſelf poſſeſſed by thee, who alone at 
my true King and my liege Lord? When wilt thou come to reg! 
in this ſou!, there to be obeyed without reſiſtance? When ſhall 
hate all thoſe that have reigned in it in thy ſtead? I beg of thee by 
all the ignominies and pains which thou endureſt, that thou wouldit 


reign alone in me for the future, that thou alone wouldſt poſſeſs 2 
. 


com 


Y 
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| that thou mayeſt be ſerved as the ſovereign maſter of my ſoul. 
For what king is like thee? Thou art a king whoſe majeſty attracts 
ngtcad of repelling. . Thy ſceptre infpires more love than fear; and 
ide reed which the Jews gave thee for a ſceptre, agrees better with 
thee than they imagine; ſince it is titten that thou ſtrengtheneſt the 
bruiſed reed, and doſt not accompliſh to break ir. 


Thou art the ſtrength of the weak; O my God! and thoſe that 
would periſh in other hands, are ſaved in thine. Thou art at the 
ame time an omnipotent and molt good king, and takeſt pleaſure 
in doing good to thoſe that put themſelves into thy hands. Thou 
at not like the kings of the earth, whole favour always occaſions 
ealouly. They cannot communicate themſelves to many, becauſe 
their bounty is limited; as well as their power; and by giving up 


þ 4 . — —⅛ bþ ow Hhois CD _ 
Fe 


. themielves co ſome, they are neceſſarily wanting to others. But 
du, O my God! canſt give thyſelf wholly to all, and wholly to 
0 Bl excry one in particular. Thou takeſt care of every ohe of is, ſays Y 
S. fugn/tin, as if thou hadſt but the care of one alone; and the 4 
* WY care which thau takeſt of all in general, does not prejudice the care ! 
© WY which thou takeſt of every one in particular. In communicating - 
* thyſelf, thou neither divideſt thyſelf, nor loſeſt any thing of what ; 
1 thou haſt, or of what thou art: thou canſt love us all, and love 5 
M(er one of us infinitely, j 
1 
He whom thou honovreſt with thy favour, and with thy feetet ; 
lo communications, becomes humble, poor in ſpirit, meek; penitent, 
e ol of holy deſires, and ſparkling with love for thee ; and in pro- 
© WE portion as his love increaſes, his favour with thee is augmented. . In 
oa houſe there is neither diſtinction of qualities, nor reſpect of 
el perſons. One is not noble, great, conſidered, cheriſhed, nor agree- 
„ole in thy ſight, but according to the love he bears thee; and it is 
e love alone that one has for thee, which regulates the places in 
ty kingdom. 
1 V. When we begin to be united to thee by love, we become 
great, powerful, and in favour, we obtain whatever we deſire ; be- 
(dude after having beſtowed thy favours on ſome, thou haſt no fewer 
5 remaining for others. O that I loved thee with my whole heart ! 
O chat I fought thee with all my ſtrengch | O that I reſigned myſelf 
to thee without reſerve | But come rather to me thyſelf, O divine 
5 be! inflame me, and transform me into thee. | 
N All that I can do, O my God! is to bleſs thy holy name, and 
6 to lay with a holy prophet : my ſcul, bleſs the our Lord, Pial. cili. 1. 
Iwill praiſe our Lord in my life: I wil fing to my Gd as long as [ 
- foall be, Put not confidence in princes; in the ſens of men, in whom. 
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there is no ſalvation. His ſpirit ſhall go forth, and he ſhall ret 
into his earth : in that day all their cogitations ſball periſh, with tho 
hopes of thoſe that truſt in them. Blefed is he whoſe helper is the Cd 
of Jacob, his hope is in the Lord his God; who made heaven and art, 
the ſea, and all things that are in them. Who keepeth truth fer ever, 
doth judgment for them that ſuffer wrong: giveth food to the bim. 
Our Lord looſeth the fettered: our Lord illuminateth the blind. Our 
Lord lifteth up the braiſed, our Lord loveth the zuſt. Our Lord keepeh 


ftrangers, the orphan and widow he will receive; and the ways of 


ſinners he will deſtroy. Our Lord will reign for ever, thy God, O Sion! 
in generation and generation. Pſal. cxlv. We ſerve him with an 
entire certainty that he will never fail us. We have nothing to 
fear, when we put our confidence in him, becauſe he is infinitely 
good, intinitely wiſe, infinitely powerful, and his reign ſhall never 


end, 


F praife and adore thy empire, O my God! I ſubmit thereto, 
and deſire it. I offer thee all that I am, and all that I can do; di. 
pole of me according to thy will. I rather chuſe to be ſlighted in 
thy hands, than to be careſſed by the world; receive me, O Lord! 
through thy mercy, conduct me, defend me, chaſtiſe me, comfon 
me, enrich me, impoveriſh me, and do with me what thou pleaſeſt; 
bat never permit me to ceaſe from loving thee, 


O Queen of angels! you who are full of the grace of our Lord, 
beſtow a little of that plenitude upon this miſerable ſinner. I come 
to you, O Mother of mercy ! that you may preſent me to your 
ſon, that he may receive me by your hands into the number of his 
ſervants, and that he may never ſuffer me to abandon his ſervice. 
Saints of heaven, happy courtiers of that celeſtial king, who are 
united to him by the borids of an eternal love, obtain that I may 
enter with you into the ſociety of ſo ſweet a ſervitude. For, alas! 
what ſhall become of me, if I enter not therein? Aſſiſt me, that in 
waiting for the poſſeſſion of that happineſs, I may here below be a 
faithful ſervant of that King of glory, whom ye behold, love, and 
adore for ever. Amen. 


CON: 


II. Contemplation on XL. Suffering. 165 


CONTEMPLATION 
Oz Chrift concerning theſe Words ; 
Behold the Man. 


XPECT thy Saviour, O my ſoul! he is going to be ſhewn to 

the people, that thou mayeſt ſee, and adore him. O my God 
and my King! who has put thee in that condition I ſee. thee in? 
Thou art then thus expdſed to the fight of thy friends and enemies, 
thy hands bound, cloathed with a robe af ignominy, crowned with 
thorns, bathed in blood, torn with wounds, thy hair tore off, thy 
face disfigured, a feed in thy hand ; and Pilate deriding thoſe who 
hal accuſed thee of having aſpired to the royalty, ſaid ; behold the 
nen: behold the power of him whom ye call King: can ſuch a 
man ever be a King ? 


How great was thy confuſion at that time, O my Saviour ! to 
ſee thyſelf in that condition, ſerving as a ſpectacle to all thoſe who 
had a few days before admired thy works and thy doctrine. Deeply 
imprint in my heart, O divine Jeſus ! that piteous and ignominious 
figure; mollity my obduracy by thy preſence; and grant that I may 
feel in myſelf what I behold in thee. 


Fix my whole love on thyſelf, O my Saviour! ſince thou art 
treated thus only for teſtifying thine to me. Charm my foul by 
the beauty of that fire which ſhines through all thy reproaches, 1n 
that bleeding and torn body. In ſpite of thy ſilence, humility, and 
modeſty, the ſparks of that divine fire fly out on all ſides: let them 
reach me, O Lord] let them burn and conſume me entirely. 


O ſweet Jeſus! the richeſt, the lovelieſt, and the mot beautiful 
ef the children of men ; why doſt thou appear in that condition, un- 
els it be to inflame fouls with thy love? Execute therefore thy 
deſigns on me, O my Hope and my Life! take away my ſoul; the 
more miſerable aud tixed to the eattli it be, the more thou wiit ſhew 
the force and glory of thy love. 


II. O Jeſus afflicted, deſpiſed, and torn! I caſt myleif at thy 
feet, and will be wholly thine. Methinks thou openeit upon me 
the eyes of thy mercy, and art ready to reccive me. I ſhould not 
have this defire, if thou didſt not inſpire me with it; and thou 
wouldſt not inſpire me therewith, if thou didſt not intend to hearken 
thereto. It is for me thou appeareſt in fo humbling a poſture; it 


5 for me thou ſneddeſt that blood ; all that I behold in thee is for 
me. 


* 
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me. But, O Lord! caſt alſo thy eyes upon thyſelf, conſider thy. 
ſelf; and do for me what that blood, what thoſe reproaches, — 
what thoſe pains require of thee.” 


III. Stop here, O my foul! and conſider that Pilate comprehends 
not the tenſe of thoſe words he pronounces; he is but the or 
thereof; the Eternal Father ſpeal:s by his mouth, and fays to thee: 
bebold the man, who is no leſs thy friend than my Son. As thy 
friend, he is like thee; and «as my Son, he has received an infinit 
ſubſtance from me, and for that reaſon he loves thee with an infinite 
love. He is my wwe2ll-belcved Son, I give him to thee, and I pive 
him to thee in the condition thou behoideft him. What doſt thou 
require more? What more can I do for thee? Receive him, hear 
bim, love him, and endeavour to imitate him. 


In him 1 give 1 all the good chivgs I poſſeſs. I give thee 
remedy for all thy evils, a help in all thy neceſlities, a ſuppon 
in all thy pains, and a comfort in all thy griefs; the payment of al 
thy debts, a mediator for all thy requeſts; and becauſe thou cank 
find in him all that 1 have, and all that is neceſſary for thee, I give 
him up entirely to thee, and my will is that he be wholly thine. 
Behold, O miſerable man! how much 1 love thee, ſince for thy 
ſalvation, I ipare not even my own Son. But ſee alſo what thou 
owelt me; the only thing I require of thee i is, that thou ſerve him, 
love him, and imitate him. | | 


What ſhall T return "G22 O eternal ſather! for that infinite cha- 
rity? I know that for all thoſe bleſſings thou requireſt nothing but 
myſelf. What am I therefore, O Lord! to deſerve thy conlidera- 
tion, and to oblige thee to heap thy favours upon me, after ſuch 
great ingratitudes? But ſince this treaſure is a preſent of thy infinite 
love, I receive it from that paternal hand, and offer it to thee a 
the ſame time for the Explation of my offe ences. 

Remember , O Erernal Father! that thou formerly complainedf 
vy one of thy prophets, faying: I ſought of them a man that migh 

inter poſe a hedge, and ſtand oppoſite againſt me for the land, that | 
might net deft; of it; and 1 found net, Ezech. xxii. 30. Behold 
tbe man, O Lo d! behold this man according to thy own heart; 
and ſince he is the oHñect of thy tendernels, look upon him, and 
receive me by him, and with * J offer him to thee wich all 
his blood, all his torments, and all his merits; and I conlecrate my. 
ſelf for ever to thee with him and 1n him. * 


It is by = that thou wilt pardon me my fins, wilt fortify my 
weaknels, wilt dimpate my darkneſs, wilt inſtruct my 1 
f . « * 4 . , . 3 2 KF . . l v | 
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wilt heal my wounds, wilt warm my coldneſs, and wilt regain me 
to thy ſervice. Suffer not then, O my God! this divine Saviour 


him alone I find my ſalvation and life. 


Although his mouth be filent, I hear the voice of his blood ; and 
the condition I fee him in ſays clearly to me: behold the man. Yes, 
0 Lord! methinks thou ſayeſt to my ſoul: O ſoul, redeemed by 
my blood! do not complain with the paralytic, of having no one, 
when the wwater is troubled, to put thee into the pond ; for here am I: 


wherein thou art to find thy remedv. Thou haſt neither deſerved 
nor defired it; and yet I have prepared it for thee. Whither then 
doſt thou go, when thou flieſt from me? what doſt thou ſeek, when 
thou ſcekeſt not me? What doſt thou love, when thou loveſt not 
me? Where wilt thou find ſuch friends as 12 What father, what 
brother, will do for thee what I do? Conſider that I have had 
more-regard to thy falvation, honour, and advantage, than to my 
own honour and life Come to me, beloved ſoul ! and I will com- 
fort thee, love thee, and heap upon thee all the delights of my love, 
and all the riches of my glory. 


IV. Why did I not always love thee, why did I offend thee, and 
depart from thee, O thou true friend of my foul! Behold this 
unhappy man, who has deſpiſed thee, when thou gaveſt thyſelf to 


have in thy mercies. 


How can I diſtruſt thoſe bowels of charity? Can I want hope in 
tee, O my God! and fee what thou ſuffereſt for me? Behold the 
man for whom thou waſt made man; behold the wretch for whom 
thou didit ſubject thyſelf to ſo many miſeries. The love which 
made thee perform ſo many great things for me, is not exhauſted: 
it is ſtill as ſtrong, as ardent, and as powerful as ever. I conjure 
thee by that ſame love, O thou God of my heart! to pardon me 
my paſt faults, to change me, and transform me into thyſelt. 


i offer thee my ſoul, my body, my ſtrength, my honour, my 
life, and all that I have received of thee. Do in regard of all 


- bete what the wounds wherewith thou art covered require of thee: 


or I am ſo miſerable and blind, that I know not even what is proper 
for me, nor what I ought to beg of thee. Tell my foul therefore 
u uyſelf, O ſweet Jeſus! kow much thou loveſt me, what thou haſt 
e, done, 


to be unprofitable to me: for withqut him I am loſt; and it is in 


| am that man whom thou ſeekeſt; and my whole blood is the pool 


him; who has rejected thee ; who has neither placed his hope nor 


love on thee ; who has run after vanity ; and who has loved what 
thou hateſt ; but all my miſeries cannot deprive me of the confidence 
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done, and ſuffered, and merited for me. The only thing that 1 


can do is, to offer and reſign myſclt to thee, O my God, ny 
Saviour, and my love ! | 


O moſt ſacred Mother of God! when you beheld your only 
Son treated fo cruelly, with how ſenſible a ſorrow were your bowel; 
penetrated! I entreat you by that ſorrow, by all the torments of 
your well-beloved Son, obtain that I may never loſe the remem. 
brance thereof, that I may become a new man, and that I may he 
received into the number of his ſervants and of yours. Angels of 
heaven, and ye bleſſed fouls, who are indebted to the love and 
blood of Chriſt for the merits that ye have acquired, and the gloy 
ye poſſeſs; take pity on a miſerable ſinner, who is baniſhed from hi 
true country, and deſtitute of all good: obtain me by your inter. 
ceſſion the grace of correſponding to the ineffable bounties of him, 
who is my 3 and yours. Amen. | | 


XLI. SUFFERING OF CHRIST, 
In his Death ; 
That is, from his Condemnation, till he expires upon che Cros 
The Sentence of Death pronounced againſt bim. 
ILATE was in hopes that no heart would have been fo hard 
P as to have required the death of Chriſt, after ſeeing him in 


piteous a condition. But he did not contider tha: it is the nature of 
thoſe who are actuated by mere malice, envy, and hatred, not to 


deſiſt from what they have once deſired, and even never to defire i 


more ardently than when they fee themſelves neareſt obtaining it. 
Thus Pate, deſigning, by a fight ſo worthy of compaſſion, to appeale 
the fury of the Jews, provoked it ſtill more; and they believed 
that after having obtained of that weak judge the ſcourging of ou! 
Saviour, they could alſo procure his death, TR: 


It was therefore in vain for him to declare thrice that that man 
was innocent, and that he found in him no cauſe of condemnation: 
they all cried-out with one voice; away with him, crucify hint, crucly 
Bim. I is obſtinacy appears ſurpriſing, and it is ſo indeed. But i 
we reflect upon the diſpoſition of our own nature, we ſhall find * 
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we are taken from the ſame corrupt maſs, and that we have in 
arfelves the ſame paſſions which we deteſt in the Jews. For it 


often happens that he who thinks he has entirely rooted out ſuch 


1 vice by penance, diſcovers again in himſelf the ſame inclina- 
tion, when the ſame occaſions offer, and finds himſelf excited to 
bis firſt diſorders with as much violence as if he had never bewailed 


them. x 


Thoſe who have long lived in the habit of fin, know by their 


demn themſelyes, either by ſome interior motion given them by 
God, or by a pious leſſon, or an affecting ſermon, or the advice 
of their friends, or the example of good people, or their own 
reaſoning, and ſometimes by the views of honour and intereſt ; 
the love of fin, and the enchantment of a wicked habit gains over 
them by degrees ſo abſolute an empire, that they proceed to ſuch a 
length at laſt as to commit fin without remorſe, and even ſo far as 
to think it lawful. 


II. The malice of the Jets teaches us therefore what we are 
capable of, what the corruption of our nature is, how much we 
ought to fear ourſelves, and to have recourle to the remedy which 
ve procure from the example of Chrilt, 


Pilate being unable to ſuffer any longer the cruelty and impor- 
tunity of the Jews, ſaid to them: take ye bim, and crucify bim; 
fur my part I find no cauſe in bim. They anſwered : we have à late, 
and according to the law he ought to die; becauſe he hath made himſelf 
the Son of God, John xix. 6. Though Pilate was convinced on 
one hand of our Saviour's innocence ; and on the other admired 
his lence, moderation, and patience amidſt ſuch cruel torments ; 
yet he had not the power of takiag him out of the hands of ſo 


many unjuſt accuſers. But when he heard the name of the Son of 


God pronounced, he obſerved him more cloſely ; he reflected upon 
his meekneſs and conſtancy ; began to juſpect that there was ſome- 
thing perhaps more than human in that man, of whom he had 
heard ſo many wonders ; and to be afraid he had ſinned againſt 
heaven, in condemning him to be ſcourged. He therefore went 
back into the judgment-hall, in order to be more fully informed 
concerning our Saviour, WS De Wes 


Ah! how important it is to ſcrutinize the. motion of the ſoul, 
and to comprehend well what it loves, what it fears, and what it 
hopes for: for objects ſcarce ever appear ſuch as they are in them- 


elves; but ſuch as they are repreſented by the dilpoſition of thole 


who 


own 1 the truth of what I ſay. Though they often con- 
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who regard them. Hence it is that an action, which being dom 
with a pure intention, would be a virtue, becomes a fin, when the 
intention is bad; tliat the fame work of piety which paſſes for 
criſy in the mind of one man, is looked upon by another as a good 
example; and that the ſame honour which gives a pleaſure to the 
friends of him that is honoured, is the cauſe of diſpleaſure to tho 
that envy him. Thus the miracles of Chriſt, which made hin 

$ for a magician among his enemies, cauſed Pilate to fear ef 
there ſhould be ſomething divine in him. | 


III. He therefore interrogated him in private; and aſked him 
from whence he was, whether he' came heaven with ſome 
divine power, or whether he was born on earth as an ordinary may 
Our Saviour anſwering nothing to theſe queſtions, Pate who 
would have faved him, was offended at his ſilence, and ſaid w 
him: /peakeft thou not to me? knoweſt thou not that I have poun 
& crucify thee, and that I have pier to releaſe thee ? As if he 
had meant: Why wilt thou not diſcover thyſelf to me, who an 
not one of thy enemies? | 


It is true that P:/ate could have dane juſtice, but did not. Jeſus 
therefore anſwered him: thou wouldſt not have any power at all aganf 
me, unleſs it were given thee from above: therefore he who delroered 
me to thee, bath the greater ſia, If Pilate had had more light, he 
would have comprebended by that anſwer, that there was ſome- 
thing above man in the perſon of Chriſt, who declared to him in 


Jo poſitive a manner, that that affair not only depended on the 


divine providence and eternal counſel; but allo that he clearly knew 
the degree of malice which was in every ſin. This was a fine 
occaſion for Pilate of acquiring a greater knowledge of the truth, 
if he had ſaid to our Saviour: I am very far from doing any, 
thing againſt thee far the future; and am ſincerely forry for what 
1 have already done, by expoling thee to he ſcourged. 


But we mutt here obſerve, that Chriſt deſigned not to fay by 
that anſwer; that becauic it was from the divine will and permiſſion 
that he was condemned to death by Pate, the fin of that judge 
was leis than that of the Jews. For the divine permiſſion neither 
increiaes nor diminiſhes the ſin, the whole malice of which proceeds 
from the will of him that fins, though God knows how to draw 
from that evil already accompliſhed, a very great good for his own 
glory and the falvation of the clect. It Pilate's malice was leſs 
than that of the FJecvs, it is becauſe he did not abandon our Saviour 
to thein, but in order to deliver himſelf from their 1mportunity; 
whercas thev demanded his death out of the hatred and animoſity 

„ | | wherewith 
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b berewith they were animated againſt him. The fin was great on 
boch fides; but there was more weakneſs than malice in Pilate, and 
n the Jews more malice than weakneſs. 8 


IV. Theſe words of Chriſt; bau wwouldſt not have any power at 
gl! againſt me, unleſs it were given thee from above, contain great 
matter of conſolation for the juſt that are in ſufferings: for Being 
perſuaded by the light of faith, that nothing happens to them in 
this world, but what is the effect of the loving conduct of God 
towards them, they mind not the malice of men, or of devils, that 
torment them: they regard only the divine love which afflicts them 


im . . O 4 l 

me for their good; receive with love his chaſtiſements and trials; and 
a, WY bumble themſelves under his omnipotent hand with an entire 
ho Wi acquieſcence. | # 1 


Pilate, after that anſwer which he had miſ- underſtood, ſeeing 
Chriſt, amidſt ſo many pains, had his mind in heaven, and re- 
ferred all to the divine providence, judged that if he was not the 
Son of God, he was innocent at leaſt of the crimes that were laid 
to his charge; and conſequently that it was requiſite to fave his life. 
But when the Jews perceived that Pilate heard them with great 
indifferency, when they accuſed Chriſt of calling himſelf the Son 
of God, they had recourſe to their firſt accuſation. They cried 
out that he had deſignea to make himſelf a king, and threatened 
that judge with the emperor's anger. F thou daſt releaſe this man, 
thou art. not Ca:ſat's friend, faid they to him. 


Behold the ſtroke that funk Piate's courage: and it is ſtill at 
this day the common rock on which all thoſe fplit that are ſlaves 
to the favour of princes. They cannot bear that one ſhould ſo 
much as hint to them the danger of a diſgrace: and God often 
permits them to be deſtroyed by the ſame arm of fleſh in which 
they truſted. For Pilate, by abandoning juſtice, in order to preſerve 
C:/ar's favour, loſt both at laſt. N 


V. Having therefore ſhewn Chriſt to the Jets from a balcony, 
he faid to them aut of mockery : behold your King. But they cried 
out immediately: away with him, away with him, crucify bim. 
What, replies Pilate, continuing his raillery; ſhall I crucify your 
king! They anſwered; we have no king but Cæſar. They ſtill 
to this day experience the ' conſequences of that judgment, which 
they then pronounced againſt themſelves: for after having rejected 
tneir true King, they were diſperſed over the whole earth, odious, 


8 | 1 
contemptible to the whole world, and ſuhject to ſtrange maſters. 


Pilate 
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Pilate ſeeing that he gained nothing upon them, and“ that tbe 
tumult of the people increaſed, called for water, and waſhed hi, 
hands, proteſting that he had no ſhare in the effuſion of that inns. 
cent blood, and that he threw the whole crime thereof upon them 
But theſe blind people anſwered all with one voice: bis Med þ 
upon us and upon our children. 


There are here two refleftions to be made upon ourſelves; the 
Grſt, that for juſtifying, ourſelves in the eyes of men, we often 
bring as frivolous excules as thoſe of Pilate, who thinks, by waſhing 
his hands, to exculpate himſelf from the unjuſt ſentence he pro. 
nounced againſt Chriſt; for how many times have we thrown upon 
the devil, the weakneſs of the fleth, or the preſſing occaſion, the 
hn we committed by the free motion of our own will! But Go 
who knows the nature of our freedom, and the helps he has given 
us, will judge quite otherwiſe thereof. 


The ſecond reſięction is, that as the evil appears lighter and of 
ſmall conſequence to us, when we are drawn thereto by pleaſure or 
paſſion, fo much the greater will it appear to us, when we muſt expiac 
it by penance. So true it is that we have no enemies more dangerous 
nor judges more unjuſt, than ourſelves, in what regards the accom 
pliſhment of our deſires; fince in order to follow them, we often 
engage ourſelves in misfortunes, out of which all the power d 
man is nor able to bring us. Tens the Jews, blinded by ther 
hatred, thought it a ſmall matter to take the blood of the Son of 
God upon themſelves and upon their children. They bear it {til 
to this Gay, by the blindneis and obduracy of their hearts; and 
they will fee] it hereafter in a much more terrible manner, by 
eternal damnation, | 


Pilate having delivered Bara$bas at the defire of the Jews, 
abandoned our Saviour to their will; and a herald publiſhed 
according to the cuſtom, that by the emperor's orders, and in 
conformity to the Reomen laws, Jeſus of Nazareth, for having 
attempted to make himſelf king of the Jets, was condemned to 
die on a croſs between two thieves, adjudged, for their thetts, to 
the fame puniſpamut. The cnemics of our Saviour received that 
tentcnce with joy, and bis friends were in a conſternation thereat; 
whillt that innocent Lamb, in ſpite ot the repugnancy of nature, 
and all the pain which fo great an injuſtice occaſioned him, offered 
his condemnation to the cternal Father for the ſalvation of men, 
and accepted alſo of death Mich a loving obedience, 


That action was accompanied with as many different pains for 
Chriſt, as it contained circunitances; becauſe he diſtinguiſhed and 
| felt 
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et chem all. He was ſenſible of the extreme ingratitude of that 
people, who had ſubjected themſelves to a foreign yoke, and to 

val baniſhment, by refuſing to acknowledge him for their 
king; although he had come to ſecure to them an eternal liberty. 
He was ſenſible of the blindnets of thoſe who conſented fo readily, 
tat che very blood which he ſhed for their ſalvation, ſhould 
become the ſource of their ruin, and of the ruin of their children. 
He was ſenſible of the ſorrow of his friends, of his diſciples, and 
of his holy mother, who beheld him fo unjuſtly condemned to 
4th; and he ſaffered that condemnation, to thew us thereby, that 
ve were dearer to him than his own lite, | 


We muſt not here forget that we cannot conſider with ſufficient 
mention and acknowledgment, that this kind of death was not 
choſen by the judge, but required by the people: for the confuſed 
outcries of a whole populace, who demanded the death of Chriſt, 
repreſent the voice of our fins, which aſcend to the tribunal of 
God, in order to demand of him the death of our Saviour, who 
wok upon himſelf the fins of the world. This makes St. Paul 
ay, that thoſe who fin demand again the death of the Son of God, 
or to make uſe of his own words, they crucify bim again; becauſe 
they renew the cauſe of his death. Heb. vi. 6. 


Therefore our Lord was pleaſed, ſince he died for all men, that 
hs death ſhould be demanded by all the people, as in the name of 
all ſinners; that we might all acknowledge the ſhare we have 
therein; might be aſhamed of having provoked him ſo unworthily; 
might return to him with love; and might conſecrate all the 
ſtrength of our body and foul to his ſervice. As that death was to 
be the ſource of our life, and the remiſſion of our ſins, Chriſt was 
pleaſed alſo that the kind of his death ſhould be of our chuting; in 


us, in the manner as we have deſired; he will allo be ready to make 
* us live with him, when we ſhall deſire it. 

Behold the works of his infinite love, and the certain aſſurances 
that he will always grant us what we ſhall beg of him for our 
Alration; for he who has vonchſafed to ſuffer the cure for our 
evils, a death which we have choſen, would never ſend us either 
death, or the troubles of this life, if they did not contain the ſec 
and merit of eternal life, 
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CONTEMPLATION 


On Chriſt having the ſentence of death pronounced againſt bin, 


H O can hear, without horror, that cruel ſentence & 
| death pronounced againſt thee, O thou true life of ou 
ſouls! O the only hope of ſinners. Can the human heart compte. 
hend how men, ſeeing thee thus covered with wounds, and 
reproaches, inſtead of being touched with compaſſion, ſhould 
require thy death, and cry out all with one voice, away with hin, 
away with bim, crucify bim! Take him away from them, Pilar, 
take him from thoſe ſavage beaſts, that cannot bear his preſence, 
and give. him to me; I will receive him in my arms, will dreſs his 
wounds, and will adore and ſerve im. Come to me that defire 
thee, ſeek thee, and love thee, wholly disfigured as thou ar, 
Enter into my foul, live in it, and grant that I may die for thee, 


But pardon me, O my God! fer I am more wicked than that 
people. They are unwilling to ſee thee, becauſe they know ther 
not, nor believe in thee; and I who believe in thee, adore thee; 
and acknowledge thee for what thou art; how many times have! 
turned away my eyes, when thou preſentedſt thyſelf to me, to look 
upon what ſeparated me from thee? Remedy this diſorder, 0 
Lord! that I may never loſe fight of thee; that thou mayelt 
always be the object of my looks, deſires, and love. For if my 
interior eyes are continually fixed upon thee, my foul will find in 
thee a moſt celeſtial food, and the remedy of all its evils. Its 
in thee, O my reſurreftion and my life! that every thing that ö 
dead in me, ſhall revive. It is in thee, O eternal mercy ! that 
I ſhall be delivered from all my miſeries. It is in thee, O ny 
ſovereign beatitude! that I ſhall be comforted in the duration d 
my baniſhment. 


IT. O eternal fire always burning, and art never conſumed; hov 
admirable are the inventions of thy love! even thoſe for whom thou 
diedſt, chuſe the kind of death by which they make thee die. M. 
ſins were then preſent to the eternal Father, their cries were joined 
to the clamours of the Fews, and demanded juitice againſt thee; 
becauſe thou hadſt taken my debts upon thee, and I could not 
ſatisfy for them but by thee. Thou didſt fo ſubject thyſelf to my 
will, and facrifice thyſelf to my neceſſities, O immenſe charity: 
that thou haſt left me the choice of my remedy. Thou halt 


ſuffered the death of the croſs, becauſe we required it; and re” 
| Would 
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laſt have ſubmitted thyſelf to another kind of puniſhment, iſ 
ve had deſired it. | 


f thou hadſt that complacency for ſuch cruel deſires, How 
readily wilt thou hear me, when I ſhall beg of thee the grace of 
bring and ſerving thee! O treaſure of eternal goods! who giveſt 
thyſelf ſo liberally to me, and deſireſt ſo ardently that I ſhould 
poſſeſs thee as my own good; come to me, I receive thee this day 
tor my only and ſovereign good. I abandon for thee, and return 
into thy hands all that is mine. In poſſeſſing thee alone, I am rich 
enough. Thou alone ſufficeſt me, O my God! and thou alone 
caſt fatisfy all my deſires. 


III. Thou haſt already more than ſatisfied for me, and art not 
content; but wilt accompliſh the work of my redemption, by the 
death of the croſs. Thou buyeſt me too dear, O my Saviour! 
thou haſt already acquired me by juſtice, look upon me as thy 
laye, and never free me from the obligation I lie under of bei 
gholly thine. Since I am thine by juſtice, I will allo be thine by 
bye. I rather chuſe a corner in thy houſe, than all the abundance 
& the earth; but why do I fay abundance? I fee nothing therein 
but poverty, miſery, and affliction of ſpirit; and no happineſs but 
in being thine. O that I were engaged for ever in ſo ſweet a 
erritude! that nothing could ſeparate me from thee, O my God! 
Unhappy am I, if 1 depart from thee, and if I am wanting one 
lagle moment 1n the obedience I owe thee. 


Were it not more advantgeous for me not to live, than to live 
without thee ? thou art my creator, and I am thy creature. Thou 
art my Lord, and I am the ſlave thou hait redeemed. Thou art my 
lurety, and I am thy debtor. But my poverty is fo great, that I can 
give thee nothing but myſelf. Receive, O Lord! this faithleſs ſervant, 
ho returns to thee, and will never ſerve any other matter but thee. 


IV. Hear, O finful ſoul! the voice of the herald. He pro- 
cauns that Jefus of Nazareth is condemned to die upon the croſs 
between two thieves, as a maleſactor and a mock king. Contider 
with what ſorrow the ſacred humanity received that cruel ſentence. 
Lend an ear to the loud rejoicings of his enemies, whole deſires 
ac ſatisfied. Behold the ardour wherewith they urge the execution 
of the ſentence; and in the midſt of that tumult obſerve the 
ſlence, peace, and meekneſs of Jeſus, who hears all, ſees all, and 
luffers all without complaint, or giving any mark of impatience. 


y 
al. 0 God of my ſoul! how can I ſce. what I ſee, and hear what I 
du bear? What! thou art treated as a mock king, O ſovereign maſter 


df heaven and earth! thou art regarded as a perfidious * 
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O thou faithſul friend of our fouls! Thou paſſeſt for the Chief 
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of thieves, O liberal ſource of all good things | and the authy 
of life is judged worthy of death. 


I am, O my God! what thou art accuſed of being; and! 
have the baſeneſs to deſire to live. Thou dieſt, and J am lj 
breathing. 


O inflexible obduracy of my heart! how can reſiſt that te. 
derneſs? Shall my miſery never yield to ſo great a mercy? an 
ſhall my coldneſs always ſtand out againſt that immenſe charity 
The guilty lives, and the innocent dies; and the maſter loſes hi 
life, in order to preſerve that of his ſlave. : 


V. Diſcover to me the bottom of thy heart, O ſweet Jeſu! 
let me ſee what thy ſentiments were, when thou hearedſt that crud 
ſentence pronounced againſt thee? Make my foul feel with whit 
mildneſs, peace, and charity thou didſt abandon thyſelf to the 
power of thoſe who required thy death, and to whom it was all 
much more neceſſary than they imagined. O divine love, O pur 
love! why doſt thou not conſume me with thy flames? Why dal 
thou not ſubject me entirely to him who ſacrifices himſelf for me! 


I adore thee, O infinite love! O immenſe liberality! I ado 
thee, O heart of Jeſus! principle of my life, ſource of my fal 
tion, treaſure of all the goods which I poſſeſs and expect! G 
me light to know thee, charity to love thee, ſubmiſſion to obey 


thee; a deteſtation of my ſins, which cauſe thee ſo much ſorto t 
the hatred of myſelf who am fo contrary to thee; and grace tore: 
have from henceforth no other thought or deſire but of pleating 
thee; fince thou art my glory, my ſovereign good, and the cent C: 
of my repoſe. | pe 
ure 
VI. But, alas, O Lord! what is Pilate's weakneſs? Agamen 
his conſcience, againſt his own knowledge, and againſt the advi_hQ". : 
of his wife, who had been tormented in the night on his account i?! t 
be judged that their petiticn ſhould be granted. And be releaſed yp © 


them him, cobo upon the account of murther and ſedition, had be 
committed to priſen, for whom they petiticned; but delivered Jeſus . 
to their «vill! thus it is, that in regard of thee, O my God: n0 
order is obſerved, their perver/e «vil! takes place of reaſon, and batre 
that of fiſtice; and without being guilty thou art delivered u 
to the diſcretion of thy c 2mies, 


There is no greater diſorder in the world, than when all depend 
on the will of a ſingle man, and when that will happens to be _ 
gut 
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br. Thine alone, O my God! is capable of maintaining that 
lute empire without injuſtice; becauſe it is always holy, wiſe, 
il of reaſon and equity. And nevertheleſs what paſſes for the 
atet diforder in the univerſe, and for the cauſe of a multitude 
{ evils, is made uſe of for deſtroying thee, and for depriving thee 
f 4 like, which is the moſt precious treaſure under the heavens. 


What ought my confuſion here to be? and what can I ſay before 
ke, O Lord! in beholding that thou art delivered up for me to 
je unjuſt and cruel will of thy enemies, and that I refuſe to reſign 
elf to thine? In order to condemn thee to death, it is ſufficient 
ut thy enemies require it; and to make me acquieſce to rhe troubles 
ich befal me, it is not ſufficient that thou willeſt it. Tho Jews 
x blind and wicked, and thou giveſt thyſelf up to their will. Thy 
lis the rule of all righteouſneſs; and I make a difficulty of 
pbmicting myſelt thereto. O blindneſs of mind, O hardneſs of 


art. 


For what canſt thou ordain concerning me, O Lord! but what 


ue for thy glory and my good? Thou converteſt into eternal ſweet- 
ß the crolles I here endure for thee, and all my labours into a 


pole which nothing can diſturb. The injuries that are done me 
ne only, through thy mercy, to augment my juſtice. My evils 


r changed into goodneſs; my temptations and deſolations tend to 
wal molt ſweet commerce with thee ; death itſelf is no longer any 
i co me but a paſſage to a happy life: yet I complain, I fy from 


hee, and am not content with that admirable order which thou 
it eſtabliſhed with jo much wiſdom and goodneſs, what advantage 
rer I find therein. O earthly heart! O extreme ingratitude. 


Change, O my God! this moment this diſpoſition of my heart, 
| pernicious to me, and ſo unworthy of thee. I reſign myſelf 
rely to thy will; and in order to comfort myſelf in all the 
ubles that befal me, I defire no other reaton than to know that 
ou haſt ordained it. There it is that I fix and crucity myſelf; 
at thy will may be done, and not mine, now and for ever, in life 
death, in time and eternity. Amen. 
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XLII. SUFFERING OF CHRIST, H 


He carries his Croſs. 


FT ER ſentence of death was pronounced againſt ou 
Saviour, the Jews thought of nothing more than to have 
ſpeedily put in execution, chat Pilate might not have time to refles 
thereon, and revoke it. I hole children of darkneſs imitated 8 
conduct of the devil, their father: for as he knows by his own er. 
perience, what it is to offend (god, and is perſuaded that men would 
fly from fin more than fron: death, if they knew the deformity 
thereof; he conceals from them the frightfulneſs of fin, ſhewy 
them only the falſe ſweetneſs that is found therein; and ſtuns ther 
by the tumult and confuſion of worllly affairs, leſt they ſhaul 
give attention to tte miſeries in which they are engaged. Thu 
is that the Fews, after having brought Plate into their opinion, 
their outcrics and menaces, gave him no leiſure to diſcover his faul 
and repent thereof. 


They had already prepared the croſs, and had brought it imme 
diately to Piate's houſe, that our Saviour might alſo have the pu 
and confuſion of carrying it upon his ſhoulders to the place of 
niſhment. They placed ſoldiers in divers places, to prevent tid 
people from attempting his delivery; and forgot nothing that mult 
accelerate or ſecure the execution of their deſign, whilſt Chriſt a 
compliſhing the prediction of Jaiab, ſuffered himſelf zo be led to tt 
ſlaughter as a lamb, without opening his mouth to complain, Iſai. lu. 7. 


II. But that he might not be taken for another, and might 
known by all, they ſtripped him of that old purple cloak where 
they had covered him, and put on him again his own garment. 4 
it was without ſeam, and not open before, they were obliged to pi 
it over his head; which could not be done without difficulty, becau 
it was entangled by the thorns ; the crown of which was rough 
moved, the pain of its ſharp points renewed, and the blood begi 


to trickle down afreſh. 


Chriſt wiſhed no leſs than the Jets, that he might be ſeen loadd 
with his croſs; deſiring as well as they that he might be known 
that Nate ; that after having declared to us, that if we would be 
diſcipicz, we muſt bear our croſs and follow him, none might l 
miſtaken therein, nor excuſe themſelves on account of their ig 
Trance, after having ſeen our Saviour himſelf at mid-day in - on 

CIC 
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cloaths, in the ſight of all the people, cartying his croſs through 
the moſt public ſtreets of Feru/alem, from Pilates houſe to Calvary, 
He was not aſhamed of thoſe reproaches, becauſe his love rendered 
them precious to him; and he was pleaſed to ſuffer before all, what 
he ſuffered for all. 


people reekon it an honour in the world to have a ſeries of illuſ. 
tious anceſtors : they recount the great employments they have had, 
tie noble actions they have done, the blows they have received, and 
the wounds wherewith they have been disfigured, in the ſervice of 
their prince or country ; becauſe they regard thoſe blemiſhes as 
roofs of their valour and fidelity; and eſteem them without com- 
pariſon, more glorious and advantageous than all the beauty and 
advantages of the body. 


Thus Chriſt, who had declared to us in the goſpel, that he will 
acknowledge none for his diſciples but crucified men, has made fuch 
account of his own croſs, that he would not take any other garment 
than his own to carry it in, left it ſhould be thought that he was 
ſhamed of it; and to ſhe us at the ſame time the way which leads 
0 true glory. | 


III. When all things were ready, our Saviour came out of Pilate's 
houſe, in the midſt of a double rank of ſoldiers, that kept off the 
crowd ; and at his coming out he found the croſs which was ap- 
pointed for him. This was the moſt infamous of all pumſhments 1 
hor being condemned thereto, it was neceſſary one ſhould be a ſlave, 
convicted of ſome moſt ſhameful crime; and he that was faſtened 
hereto, was looked upon as the object of the public malediction. 
But the Son of God, who was ſoon to conſecrate the croſs by car- 
Hing it on his ſacred ſhoulders, and ſprinkling it with his blood, 
began then to render it venerable, and to acquire it that glory which 
t now has on earth, and will eternally have in heaven, which 1s 
Bace become the abode and true country of crucihed men. 


As Chriit earneſtly deſired to unite at laſt under that ſtandard all 
bis elect, who were to attain to glory only by the croſs; he viewed 
t with joy, embraced it with tenderneſs, and was not frightened 
its bulk, although it was about fifteen feet long. He did not 
xcuſe himſelf on account of his little ſtrength, already exhauſted 
the precious blood he had fo abuncantly ſpilt. 


He confidered his croſs as a well- beloved ſpouſe, as the refuge 
dt his friends, as the ſtar which was to conduct his elect amidſt the 
ocks of this world, as the trophy of his glory, and the eternal 
monument of his infinite love: he united himſelf to it, and they 
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both became, as one may ſay, one and the fame thing, not by the 


vnion of fleſh as Adam and Eve, for producing children of wrath; :! 
but by a moit {piritual union, for begetting children of grace, H. hi 
faſtened himſelf to it then, never to be ſeparated from it bur by 
death; he honoured it, and ſanctified it in ſuch a manner, that it i 
become, by the dignity to which our Saviour exalted it, the four h: 
of our hopes, and the cl ject of our veneration. pu 
nc 
IV It was in theſe ſentiments of eſteem and love for the crofs, u cf 
he ſuffered it to be laid upon his ſhoulders, and that he thus walka 0 
before us, as the head and model of the elect. And becauſe then tt 
was no perſon, either in heaven, or on earth, of a more exae [1c 
dignity, and of greater merit, to whom he defigned more rw 
or that had done more for him, than the moſt bleſſed virgin HM 
mother, ſo he gave her the firſt rank under that ſtandard. Man 
followed him through the ſtreets of Ferujalem ; and whilſt he camei 
that heavy croſs upon his ſhoulders, ſhe carried one 1n her hear 
more painful than all thoſe which the juſt have borne fince the creaui 7 
of the world, in order to teach all men, env 
| (rol 
Firſt, that it is a favour and diſtinction to carry the croſs ene 
Chrilt. thei 
than 
Secondly, how remote, he who is without croſſes, ought HM bent 
think himtelf from thoſe two models of perfection. [at 
Kt! 
Thirdly, what the blindneis of man is, who neither defires, ¶ m 


even comprehends that happineis. All theſe things deſerve to bl"! 
ſtrictly examined and conſidered at Ieiſure; becauſe they are D 
many plentiful veins, from whence the faithful foul draws H 
infinite treaſures of light, conſolation, love, fortitude, and cot 

ſtancy, which our Saviour has acquired us by his blood, and whit V. 


are open to every one. comp 
{41s 
V. But all the glory which he communicated to the croſs, diminiſbW tc: 
not the pain nor ignominy which he ſuffered in carrying it. Hs. 
had a lively feeling of its weight both within and without; and ar 
ſtill more oppreſt by that of our ſins, than by that of the cr. 
For he was at the ſame time char, ged with our neceſſities, oblies 
tions and reconciliation, which he interior ly treated about with t H 
Father. 1 


He walked in that condition towards mount Calvary, precedt 
by a herald, and two thicves that were to be crucified with hu 


ſurrounded with ſoldiers who. continually ill-treated him; and 
oo 
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tended by the prieſts, the doctors of the law, the Phariſees, and 
the chief of the Jets, who led him themſelves, and never quitted 
kim, till after ſeeing him expire. 


VI. In the mean time Chriſt recollected the little ſtrength he 
had remaining, that he might be able to carry to the place af 
puniſhment, the burthen wherewith he was loaded. He ſweated, 
ie Joſt breath, and all his wounds burſt open again, by the great 
eforts he uſed. In fine, when he was gone out of the city, being 
10 longer able, he yielded under the croſs, and fell with his face on 
the ground. The ſoldiers who conducted him, loaded him with 
Hokes, and ſaid a thouſand injurious things to him, to oblige him 
to get up again; but the Fews ſeeing he had not ſtrength for it, 
and fearing he might happen to die before he was crucified, forced 
1 man of Cyrene, called Simon, who was returning from the country, 
to help him to carry his croſs unto Calvary. | 


There are ſome pious perſons, who in meditating on this myſtery, 
envy Simon of Cyrene the happineſs of having carried our Saviour's 
crols, I blame not this ſentiment ; but I can ſay that they would 
render themſelves much more. agreeable to our Lord, by carrying 
their own croſs with love, and a ſincere deſire of imitating him, 
than by wiſhing to have carried his. That Simon was but an im- 
pertect figure of thoſe who carry their croſs after Chriſt ; and if 
that charitable maſter vouchſafed afterwards to receive Alexander and 
R1ſus into the number of his diſciples, both Simon's ſons, to re- 
compente their father for the trouble he had taken againſt his 
vill; what will he not do for thoſe that ſhall receive the croſs 
wh ſubmiſſion, embrace it with love, and carry it with perſeye- 
ance ? 


VII. There were alſo ſome devout women, who touched with 
compaſſion for ſeeing him ſuffer, and with ſorrow in ſeeing them - 
ves deprived of his divine inſtructions, followed him quite bathed 
n tears, And having at laſt made their way to him, that they 
gut hear his laſt words, he turned towards them, and faid, for 
tir comfort: daughters of Jeruſalem, weep not over me, but weep 
er ourſelves, and over your children. 


He thereby foretold them the misfortunes, which ſo unjuſt and 
cruel a death was to bring upon the Jetvs : for bebsld the days 

0.” come, adds he, in which it fall be ſaid: happy they that are 
ren, and the wombs that bare not, and the breaſts Wat have not 
en fucſt. Then fhall they begin to ſay to the mountains, fall upon us: 
is 19 the bills, cover us. For if they do these things in Me green woods 
at is, in me who am the Tree of Life, who have preſerved ” 
the 
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the putity of innocence and virtue, and who bear nothing but fru 
of grace and immortality, what will be done in the dry, which i 
harren, without grace and beauty, and which ſo much care an, 
labour could not bring to produce any fruit? What ſhall become d 
the Jews, who, far from profiting by the blood which I have ſhes 
for their ſalvation, require the revenge thereof to fall upon then 
and upon their children? Luke xxiti. 28. | 


Our Saviour then thought, with an extreme ſorrow, on all thok 
who, obſtinate in ſin, negle& the remedy of his ſufferings. And 
for that reaſon he exhorts thoſe women, to weep rather over them. 
ſelves, and over their children, than over him; that they might 
obtain by their tears, for the one and the other, the grace of pu. 
fiting by his death. | | = 


Where is the man, who in ſo deplorable a ſtate, could hat 
thought on other things beſides his own ſorrows? Notwithſtanding 
our Saviour is more taken up with our evils than his own, and 
ſeems to forget his torments, in order to think on our remedy, 


Thus it was, that on the very day of his triumph, when he wx 
going to Jeruſalem, amidſt the applauſes of the whole people, i 
wept ſo bitterly over that unhappy city, foreſeeing the miſens 
which the blindneſs of its inhabitants were to draw _ it, who 


3 were ignorant of the time of their vifitation, and of the grace 
4 which was offered them. We were alſo preſent to his mind; and 
* our neceſſities took up his thoughts and love in ſuch a manner 
4 that as he clearly ſaw the depth of our wounds, ſo his pains were ( 
q nothing to him in compariſon of our miſeries. - 
be { 
; VIII. This would be a proper place to ſpeak of the croſs, and It 
» of the happineſs of thoſe who bear it; but our Saviour's example 
5 inſtructs us much better therein than any words can do. I ſhall 
b therefore only ſay, that the greateſt grace which God grants to UP 
4 chriſtian in this life, is to give him the reliſh and wiſdom of de, © 
4 croſs, and to make him live and die upon the croſs. th 


I know this truth is ſublime, and that it cannot be compte- lat 
hended in its whole extent, without a particular aſſiſtance of thei cr: 
divine light; but the means of obtaining that light, is to conſider 
with a lively faith, that Chriſt made choice of that kind of death 
that himſelf carried his croſs upon his ſhoulders, which was till then 
unheard of; that he embraced it with love; that yielding under w C6 
weight, he muſtered up what ſtrength he had remaining, in ord! 
to ſupport it to the laſt; that if he conſented for another to relies 
him, it was that he might breathe a moment, and not die wy 
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he was faſtened to it; that being ſolicited to come down from 


thence, he would expire upon it; and that he left it at laſt to his 
ele, as a precious inheritance. 


Hence it is that crucified men, who are the moſt lively images 
of Jeſus dying on the croſs, are alſo the moſt agreeable to God. 
Which makes me ſay once more, that he who has not the ſentiment 
of this ſo pure a truth in his heart, who is not interiorly perſuaded 
that the greateſt benefit which a ſoul can receive from the hand of 
God, is to be judged worthy of the reproaches of the croſs: and 
that this favour is preferable to all the extraordinary gifts of the 
fints and contemplative perſons; that ſuch a one, I ſay, ought to 
bok upon himſelf as blind, and to beg this admirable light conti- 
nually of God. And if he is ſo happy as to obtain it, let him 
preſerve an humble acknowledgment thereof all his life, conſider 
It as an ineſtimable treaſure, and embrace the tribulation as the 
kcureſt pledge of eternal bleſſings. 


Interior Diſpoſitions of JESUS, 
In regard of his Croſs. 


OM E out of Pilate's houſe, O divine Jeſus! my king, my 

head, and my love! Appear without; thou art going to find 
the croſs, which thou haſt ſo long deſired : conſecrate it, ſanctify 
it, that it may be the refuge and glory of thy elect. 


As ſoon as it appeared, our Saviour fixed his eyes and heart 
upon it, and faid to it, not by his words, but by his ſentiments, 
O amiable croſs after which I have ſighed my whole life! thou art 
the ſpouſe that has been promiſed to me; and it was for obtaining 
thee that I have ſerved thirty-three years. Thou art the diſpen- 
e. fatrix of my goods, the trophy of my victories, and the glory and 
te crown of my love. Now is the day on which we ſhall be inti- 
de mately united, and whereon I ſhall become one and the ſame thin 
hie ith thee: I ſhall eſteem him that ſhall eſteem thee; and ſha 
ea think myſelf deſpiſed by every one that ſhall have thee in 
WF contempt. 


—— 


We II. Thou ſhalt be the glory of my ſervants. He that glories 
nein thee, ſhall be honoured; and he that is aſhamed of thee, —_ 
be all 
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fall into infaray. Thou ſhalt receive me this day into thy army 
I ſhall ſprinkle thee with my blood, and thou ſhalt become the 
mother of all nations. Thou ſhalt be ennobled by me, and! 
ſhall be known by thee. Come then, O my faithful companion 
that I may embrace thet wich all the tenderneſs of my heart, ang 
lay chee upon my ſhoulders. Let us go together to Calvary, when 
I am to ſuffer deach; that that place may become a ſource of life 
Death witch ſhall ſnatch my body from thy arms, ſhall ng 
deprive thee of my heart; we will live and reign together for al 
eternity. Thou ſhalt form and train up agreat number of childien 
which we ſhall aſſemble from all parts of the world. Thou ſhal 
be the terror of hell, and the joy of heaven. Thoſe that ſhal 
ſeek me, and be willing to follow me, ſhall take thee for thei 
guide; and ſhall obtain by thee whatever they ſhall deſire of ne. 


* 


Interior Diſpoſitions of Max, 
At the Sight of the Croſs. 


REVERENCE thee, O precious Crofs! conſecrated by tix 
embraces, and blood of Jeſus my lord and my king. I x. 
gard thee as the ſtandlard of his arnues, as the watch-tower of ji; 
elect, as the defence of his tervants, and as the characteriſtic di 
his children. I reverence thee, O hidden wiſdom! O light 
unknown to the world! the honour of thole that follow” thee, tit 
fafery of thoſe that bear tliec, the crown of thoſe that embrace 
1 
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he that deſires thee is at caſe; and he that poſſeſſes thee is rich. 
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God's children. 1 reverence thce, O ſcale always equal il 


which alone is known the juſt worth, and the true value 0 
al things. 
8 
II. Thou art the lively image of the divine love, and the 
ſaithtulleſt mirror of an unbounded goodnels; thy height reaches 
into the heavens; thy foot penetrates to the center of the world, 0 
the bottom of hearts, and to the very depth of hell; thy arms are 


7 * 


extended to all parts of the univeric; thou uniteſt all nations 
around thee, covcreſt all men with thy ſhadow, and art always 
i . 1 

read) 
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ready to receive and protect them. Thou feareſt neither winds, 
forms, ſword, nor fire; and thou deſireſt nothing but our hearts. 
The inſcription thou beareſt is a title of glory and royalty. 
Wholly burning with the love of lim who conſummates his 
acriice on thee, thau communicateſt the ſame fire to all thoſe 
that love thee, deſire thee, and ſeek thee. | | 


III. In thee is found ſalvation and life, victory over hell, the 
delignts of heaven, the ſtrength of the heart, the joy of the 
mind, the perfection of virtue, and the aſſurance of eternal bleſ- 
fng., Thou bringeſt bac thoſc who were gone aſtray, enlighteneſt 
the blind, inſtructeſt the ignorant, and teacheſt them the ſcience 
of the ſaints. By tnee ſinners return into grace, the wiſdom of the 
world is confounded, pride humbled, and humility crowned. Thou 
haſt cou''rmed the apoltles, conſecrated the martyrs, ſupported 
the virgin, and ſanctified all the juſt. Thou rejoiceſt the angels, 
detendeſt tae church, filleſt heaven, and at the dreadful day of 
the lat judgment, thou ſhalt appear with Chriſt, for the glory of 


his elect, aud the eternal confuſion of his enemies. 


IV. I embrace thee, O ſacred Croſs! conſecrated by the 
feat and bloud of my Saviour. For the future, thou ſhalt be 
my refuge, my light, my knowledge, and all my wiſdom. Aban- 
don me not, never depart from me, although my fleſh fears thee, 
and flies from thee. I am content it ſhouid feel rhee, ſince it is 
naturally weak and ſenſible, provided it always bear thee. 


Since the pains thou giveit me are for my ſalvation; ſince my 
lie is to die on thee, may I ſpend no moment thereof without thee. 
Faſten me therefore to the croſs with thee, O my ſweet Jeſus! and 
et there be nothing in me but what is faſtened thereto. Let thy 
fcar faſten my fleth to it; let thy death faſten my heart to it; and 
let my mind, illuminated with thy adnurable light, penetrate the 
cepth of the myſteries, and of the wiſdom of the croſs. 


V. What have I ſought, what have I found, O divine croſs! 
nnen I fled from thee? whatever endeavours I ule to ſhun thee, 
| find thee always againſt my will; becauſe I live in a place of 
dunhbment, and in a valley of tears. By avoiding thee on one 
ide, I fall on the other into infinite other troubles, which grieve, 
cllquiet, and diſturb me; which diſcourage me, oppreſs me, and 
leave me no hope. If I leave thee, to ſcek the pleaſures of the 
world, I loſe my peace of heart, interior conſolation, and celeſtial 
nidom. The world divides me, tears me to pieces, and drags me 
atcr it, If I fly from thee, to follow the inclinations of the fleſh, 
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I find myſelf in a continual inconſtancy and agitation. Ir 1 
abandon thee to run after yanity, I remain empty, always deſiring, 
and never content. 


Notwithſtanding the goods on which I depend, ſlip from me 
every moment: ſometimes I loſe . health, fometimes honour, then 
riches, and friends at laſt. What I wiſh for never happens, or if 
it does, it is but of {ſhort duration. We cannot rely at all on ou 
hfe, and death is accompanied with fears and torments; because 
every thing that ſurrounds us, ſtains our conſcience; at every ſtep 
we find a thouland diſpleaſures; and there often remains to ug, 
from ſo many unprofitable cares, nothing but bitter tears, and 
forrow without conſolation, and an irrecoverable ruin. Behold the 
danger in which I have been, O holy croſs! for having fled, when 
thou preſentedſt thyſelf to me, and for not having embraced thee 
with my whole heart. | 


VI. Nevertheleſs, beſides thy preparing an eternal crown for 
thoſe whom thou detaineſt in ſuffering, in ſadneſs, abjection, and 
reſignation; thou purifieſt their heart, pacifieſt their conſcience, 
ſanctifieſt their ſoul, enlighteneſt their mind, fortifieſt their weak- 
neſs, confirmeit their faith, ſecureſt their hope, and perfeccl 
their charity. When they ſeem dejected, they are ſupported, 
comforted, enriched and honoured by the very burthen which 
oppreſles them. 


By depriving them of earthly goods, thou giveſt them heaven) 
ones; by bereaving them of the friendſhip of men, thou filleſt them 
with divine love; by robbing them of the honours of this world, 
thou makeſt them children of God; by covering them with 
reproaches, thou crowneſt them with glory ; by abandoning them 
interiorly, thou communicateſt a ſecret and divine power to them; 


and by ſeparating them exteriorly from all creatures, thou unutel 
them to God in an ineſfable manner. 


Thou ſetteſt thoſe free whom thou bindeſt: by loading then 
with chains, thou diſchargeſt them from thoſe of fin; and tht 
more rigorous thou leemeit, the tweeter thou art to him who love 
thee. Happy is the foul that is never ſeparated from thee, and 
that penetrates the depth of thoſe truths which are hidden in thee. 


VII. Thou would have the children of God be unknown to tht 
world, dcipiled, proſcribed, and pertecuted. Thou wouldſt har 
their lives be ſpent in tears, poverty, and miſery, without favout, 
conſideration, or ſupport; and that they ſhould be under the feet d 
all men; and thy grcateſt ſeverities, in regard of them, are tht 

tenderelt 
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tendereſt marks of thy love. Among all theſe rigours, thou 
makeſt them content, rich, and happy; they cannot live without 
thee, they die as ſoon as they abandon thee, and the love they bear 
thee, makes them abhor every thing the world loves. 


Their greateſt deſire is, to ſee themſelves diſpoſſeſſed of all 
things. Earthly go-ds are to them an iniupportable burthen. To 
embrace thee, and ſuffer on thee, is their moſt ſolid conſolation. 
After having been in this life their faithful companion, thou wilt 
preſent thyſelf to them, on that terrible day of judgment, to 
honour, defend, comfort, and glorify them, and to confound their 
perſecutors. O holy cruls! light of heaven, ſure refuge of the 
afflicted, receive me :nto thy arms; and may I be united by thee 
to him who redeemed me on thee. | 


CONTEMFPFES TIONS 
On Chrift carrying his Croſs. 


S it poſſible, O Lord! that thou ſhouldſt not defend thyſelf 
| from carrying fo heavy a croſs; being ſo exhauſted as thou art, 
by the blood which thou haſt already loſt, by the torments. thou 
haſt ſuffered, and by the wounds wherewith thou waſt mangled? 
Thou knoweſt that this burthen is above thy human ſtrength, and 
thou ſubmitteſt thereto without reſiſtance, O God of goodneſs! 
nothing ſeems impoſlible to thy love. 


The cries of the people, the cruelty of thy tormentors, the rage 
of the Phariſees, the affronts, the injurious words, the infults, and 
all thy evils are renewed; thy ſtrength fails thee, thy wounds break 
open, ſweat mingled with blood begins again to trickle down from 
all parts; and thou reneweſt thy love, thy obedience, and thy defire 
of ſuffering for me. May all creatures bleſs thee, glorify thee, 
adore thee, and love thee. Thou beareſt, O my Saviour upon 
that croſs all the fins of the world; and this is what renders thy 
burthen fo weighty. 


II. Whilſt thou walkeſt on earth, thy ſighs penetrate the heavens, 
Thou ſofteneſt by the motions of thy heart, that of the eternal 
Father in favour of poor finners; and openeſt them a way ta 
glory, which had been unknown in the world till then. Thou 
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keepeſt a ſtrict ſilence; but that ſilence is underſtood at a gen 
diſtance, and invites all men to follow thee. There it chiefly is 
that thou appeareſt the head and leader of all the juſt, a 
declareſt war againſt the devil, the world, the fleſh, and ſin 
There it is thou Kiſcovereſt the ſecrets of thy love, and confirme, 
by thy example, what thou haſt ſo often taught us by thy work: 


that ke Tho takes not up his croſs, aud follows thee, is not worthy of 


ibee. Matt. x. 38. 


Thou tookeſt thy cloaths again, gaveſt back the white garment 
which od had given th ce, and the purple cloak wherewith ther 
had covered thee in Lilate's houſe, that all might know thee under 
the croſs which thou carrieſt. Thereby thou deſtroyeſt all the 
vain excuſes of fleſh and blood; thereby thou ſanctifieſt the tear, 
labours, and all the ſufferings of thy ſervants. Thou enlightenef 
the minds, warmeſt the hearts, expoſeſt the iliufions of the world, 
deitroyeſt its maxims, explaineſt ty own, eſtabliſheſt thy truths 
charmeſt fouls, and aſtociateſt to the happineis of thy croſs, al 
thoſe who are afflicted, abandoned and perſecuted for thy love. 


III. O Jeſus! my lord and my king, my hope, my wiidom, my 
true liſe, and my ſovereign good! permit me not to be exclude 
from that ſocicty, where —— bleſicd Mother, next to thee, hold 
the firſt rank, and wherein all thy faithful friends have been received, 
For, alas! what ſhall become of me, if I enter not therein? And 
whither will the road I follow lead me, if I follow not that of 
the croſs? Lead me along with tnee, O Lord! or draw me after 
thee, that I may never loſe fight either of thee or of thy crols. 
I defire to follow and imitate thee; and I chule rather to be cru- 
cified with thee, than to enjoy all the pleaſures of the worid without 
thee. 


J offer thee my body and ſoul, my heart and my mind. I reſign 
myſelf entirely to thee ; and all that I beg, is to ſhare with thee 
in thy croſſes and ſufferings. Permit me not to have any other 
views or ſentiments, nor ever to ſhun the croſs which thou {halt 
give me, how heavy and ſevere ſocver it be. The croſs has at all 
times been the portion of thy ek : thote that have loved thee 
moſt, have been the moſt tormented, How then, wretched that 
Lam, can I picate Thee, and be of the number of thy ſervants, 


_ 


if I follow not the crols, which is the ſtandard about which thou 
aſiembleſt all tlioſe that arc thine! 


IV. If after having loved thee with my whole heart, for many 
millions of years, and having ſpent ſo long a life in thy ſervice, 
ſhould jre thee come to labour only one hour with me, in order 
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to comfort me; ſhould I not be too well recompenſed, by that fa- 
vour, for all that I have ſuffered ? Now therefore, O my God! 
that I ſee thee oppreſſed with pains, covered with blood and wounds, 
den with a heavy croſs, to become my head and guide, to invite 
me to follow thee, by a much plealanter way than that in which 
thou walkeſt; why am I not inflamed with a defire of ſuffering for 
thee? How can I find any thing too ſevere? Why do I not 
reckon all the moments as loſt which 1 ſpend without ſuffering for 


thee ? 


My fleſh, ever weak, ſighs under the croſs, and endeavours to 
diſcharge itſelf thereof; but cannot the ſpirit of ſufferings, which 
thou haſt merited for me by thine, O my Saviour! change this in- 
frmity into courage, and this averſion into love? When ſhall I fee 
mvſelf afflicted with thee, O thou maſt aflied of all men! When 
ſhall I be reduced for thee into that condition into which I ſee thee 
reduced for me, O thou true friend of my ſoul! When ſhall I 
take delight in the croſs? When ſhall I place all my happinets and 
conſolation in ſuffering much for thee ? 


V. Thou knoweſt, O thou only remedy of my evils! how 
much more ſafely I walk, how much nearer I am to thee, more 
innocent, and more faithful to thee, when the croſs oppreſſes me, 
than when it forſakes me. Thus, though the fleſh' complains, 
have no regard to its complaints, O Lord! and fpare it not. 
Afflict me, crucify me, only ſupport my weakneſs, that I may be 
able to bear the croſſes, with which thy paternal hand ſhall load me, 
and that I may never with to be delivered from thence. 


Thou, who numbereſt my ſteps, and obſerveſt all my ways, 
O eternal Wiſdom! knowelt how tar I go aſtray, when I walk in 
another road. I take evil for good, falſhood for truth, the motions 
of nature for thoſe of grace. I approve what I ought to condema; 
and eſteem what I ought to deſpiſe. I have a heart diſſipated, 
diſtracted, divided, wholly poſiefled by the world and mvielf, and, 
what I ought not to ſay, without melting in tears, always remote 
from thee. I loſe thee, O my only and Sovereign Good! and am 
inſenſible of my loſs ; I offend thee, and am unconcerned. I bluth 
to appear ſuch as I am, and am aſhamed to pats for one of thy ſer- 
vants; becauſe I am an enemy to the croſs. | 


VI. What ſhall I fay, O my Jeſus! I caſt myſelf at thy feet. 
Thou ſceſt the depth of my miſery, and to what lengths I am capa- 
ble of running, when I am not reitrained by the bridle of tribu- 
lation and the croſs. What I then do, is exactly what puts thee 
into the condition wherein I ſee thee, This is what thou now ex- 
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piateſt ; this is what afflicts and oppreſſes thee. How is it poſſible 
O God of my ſoul! that I can hve peaceably with fin which "iy 
prives thee of life? Take away my life, O Lord! this moment 
that I may offend thee no more; or lay thy croſs upon me, as a 
ſovereign preſervative againit fin. If thou layeſt thy croſs upon me, 
thou wilt give me ftrengch and courage to bear it; thou wilt en. 
lighten my mind, warm my heart, aud make in my foul thoſe happy 
changes, which are the wonderful effects of thy grace. 


I therefore this day renounce all human conſolation, and I conſent, 


if thy glory requires it, that all things be turned into bitterneſs on 


my account ; that my friends, parents, and every thing wherein ] 
took pleaſure in the world, may become my crots; in order that] 
may have no other friend, no other father, and no other conſolation 
but thee. How happy ſhall I be, it I can ever attain to this} 
How rich ſhall I be, when I ſhall have nothing but thee, O my Ged! 
If all men abandon me, if I become the reproach of men and outcaf 
of the people, if I am crucified to the world, then it will be that! 
ſhall be able to ſay with truth, thou art my only love, my only 
Joy, my only father, and my only happineſs, P/al. Mi. 5, 


Gal. vi. 14. 


VII. Whither goeſt thou, O life of my ſoul, doſt thou not beit 
the voice of him that cries after thee, and cannot follow thee but at 
a diſtance ? Wilt thou aſcend, without me, unto Calvary ? Give me 
thy croſs to carry. Since thou vouchſafeſt to paſs for the chief 
of malefactors, I am very proper to augment their number, and to 
enlarge thy retinue. Thou {halt have three inſtead of two, and 
ſhalt ſave two inſtead of one. If they will not put me to death 
with thee, I will remain faſtened to thy croſs ; and if I die not there 
by the cruelty of the Jews, I ſhall die there by the violence of my 
love. Imprint in my heart, O divine Jelus! that ſentiment of one 


of the lovers of thy croſs, who was wont to ſay, that if after hav- 


ing ſerved thee faithfully for the ſpace of a hundred years, thou 
ſhouldſt grant him the grace of ſuffering ouly one hour for thy love, 
he would think all his ſervices too well rewarded. A truth httle 
known, but moſt certain ! 


For my part, O Lord! who deſerve nothing, and am an un- 
profitable ſervant, I beg of thy infinite goodnets the grace not to 
ſpend any hour of my life, without ſome crols ſuffered tor thy love; 
becauſe I know it is what pleaſes thee, what is convenient for me, 
what deſtroys in me every thing that is contrary to thee; and that 
thou doſt not refuſe thoſe whom thy love crucifies, the ſtrength 
they have need of for bearing their croſs. Arm me, therefore, 
O Lord! and crucify me as much as thou pleaſeſt. 

| VIII. Happy 
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VIII. Happy Cyrenean, who art judged worthy of carrying our 
1 Sariour's croſs, and of relieving him in a labour which oppreſſes 
˖ kim! thou obtaineſt without begging it what I cannot obtain by 
my tears. Ah!] didſt thou but know who he is whom thou re- 
lereſt, and what the burthen is which thou carrieſt, thou couldſt 
= not ſuffer it to be taken from thee, and wouldſt wiſh to be faſtened 
py to it inſtead of Jeſus, 


Is it poſſible, O Lord ! that thou haſt found no perſon, who from 
2 ſentiment of compaſſion would carry thy croſs? There is none 
but thee, O Son of the living God! O faithful friend of our ſouls! 
that willingly beareſt the croſs for others. All that thou meriteſt by 
thy croſs, thou meriteſt for us; and thou deſireſt no other recom- 

ace for it than our profit. All thoſe that ſerve thee are thy hire 
lings, and how diſintereſted ſoever they be on their part, they al- 
ways receive from thine the ſalary which thou promiſeſt them. 
But why do I ſay, diſintereſted ? the moſt generous of thy ſervanty 
is he who ſeeks only to pleaſe thee, and to do thy will; and what 
greater intereſt can one have in heaven or on earth? 


O God! the God of love, how rich and happy are thoſe wha 
follow thee in carrying their croſs! The Cyrenean did not precede 
thee, he followed thee ; becauſe thou wilt aiways go firſt, that thoſe 
who are crucified ſeeing thee before them, may be directed, en- 
hohtened, and animated by thy example. But a man who, tread- 
ing thy ſteps, has thee always before his eyes, O Light of Heaven! 
what does he ſee? what does he love? what does he receive? and 
what does he enjoy? Be ſilent, my tongue, and thou my heart re- 
main in deep attention. Speak Lord] for thy ſervant bears. Tell 
re my heart what he ſees, feels, and ſuffers, who follows thee, and 
ny books upon thee continually. He carries love, and is carried by 
ne love: love is his way and his journev's end, his occupation and re- 
v. WH poſe. May I love thee thus, O my God! and may 1 be conſumed 
ou by the fire of thy love. 


tle O Bleſſed Mother of God! you who have had fo great a ſhare 

in the croſs and love of your ſon, obtain me of him the grace of 

loving him, and of ſuffering for him all my life. Angels of God, 
n- and ye bleſſed fouls, who are as it were living ſtones, hewn and po- 
lſhed by the croſs, far the ſtructure and ornament of the heavenly 
Jeruſalem; obtain that this ſame croſs may render me worthy one 
day of filling a place among you. Amen. 


XLIII. SUF- 
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XLII. SUFFERING OF CHRIST; 


His Crucifixion. 


ITE our Saviour. was arrived at the top of mount Calvary, 
where he was to conſummate his ſacrifice, and give us the 
moſt reſplendent mark of his love, they did not ſo much as alloy 
him time to breathe. They with great haſte prepared every thing 
that was neceſſary for fixing him to the croſs ; firſt taking off hi 
chains; then rudely pulling off his garment, which was dl. 
ready ſtuck to his wounds; and once again renewing all his pains, 
He always obeyed with meekneſs and readineſs ; becauſe he con- 
ſidered his tormentors as the executors of his Eternal Father's or. 
ders; to teach us to preſerve ſubmiſſion, and interior peace, in the 
moſt ſenfible and troubleſome accidents of life. For when we re- 
ceive injuſtices, violences, treacheries, and other troubles, as or- 
dained by God, who ſends us them by the miniſters of his adorable 
will, we ſubmit ourſelves ſincerely to them, how cruel ſoever they 
be; we never regard them as our enemies, and we are more con- 
cerned at the injury they do themſelves, than at what we en- 


dure, 


IT. That moſt pure lamb being thus ſtripped, appeared fo co- 
vered with blood, that his whole body ſeemed to be but one fingle 
wound. But whilſt they were thus buſied in preparing his crols, 
in ſeeking the nails and other inſtruments of his puniſhment, his 
mind was not at reſt, his heart and eyes were litted up to Heaven, 
ſhedding molt bitter tears; he offered himſelf again to the Eternal 
Father, to be our victim ; and was heard for his reverence, as the 
apoſtle ſays, and for his prayers and ſupplications, Heb. v. 7. For it 154 
ſure means of pleafing God, and of obtaining the light and ſtrength 
whereof we have need in our undertakings, to begin them by ad- 
drefling ourſelves interiorly to him, in order to offer them to him ; 
becauſe which way ſoever things turn, when they are done in God 
and with God, the ſucceſs thereof cannot fail being happy. 


This place is very proper for exciting lively ſentiments of piety 
in the ſou}, that whilſt the executioners make ready to crucity our 
Saviour, ſhould caſt itſelf in ſpirit at his feet, to bathe them with 
tears, and there to receive that precious dew of blood, which falls 
on every ſide, What grace, what light, what conſolation would it 


find thereby ! 


III. When 


en 
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- 11]. When the execytioners had made all things ready, they 
came to Chriſt, and preſented him, at the ſolicitation of the Jews, 
wine mingled with gall and myrrh, inſtead of another li uor, 


which * uſed to make criminals drink; in order to diminiſh in 


them the ſenſe of pain, and the fears of death. They gave others 
a drink for comforting them, and they gave our Sayiour one for 
tormenting him. | IE | | 


It may here be doubted, which of the two is moſt ſurpriſing ; 
whether the application of the Jes to invent every thing that could 
occaſion Chriſt any new pain, or the care that Chriſt took in ma- 
naging ſo that no part of him might be free from torment. But it 
muſt be owned however, that his charity ſtill ſurpaſſes their hatred, 
and forgets nothing that can contribute to the perfection of his ſa- 
criice. For his palate having been till then his only ſenſe which 
had not ſuffered, it was tormented with gall, vinegar, and myrrh, 
the bitterneſs of which ſpread through his very bowels. That ex- 
tent of our Saviour's love well deſerves our correſpondence thereto 
3 far as we poſſibly can; and that we eſteem as loſt every thing in 
us that is not entirely devoted to his ſervice. 


IV. Afterwards they ordered him to lie upon the croſs ; he obeyed 
without refiſtance, extending himſelf upon that bed of pains, with- 
out any other pillow than the thorns wherewith he was crowned. 
He immediately lifted up his eyes to heaven; to open to us the 
gates thereof, which had been ſhut till then; and becauſe he was at 
the ſame time the Prieſt that reconciled us, and the victim of our 
reconciliation, he offered himſelf for us upon the altar of the croſs, 
with an earneſt defire of ſaving all finners. His arms were 
ſtretched out to invite them, embrace them, and preſent them to 
lis Eternal Father. 


It was there indeed, that he brought ſinners to God, united 
heaven and earth, and made. them both as one houſe, and as one 
lociety, whereof God is the Father and fovereign maſter. There 
never was, nor ever will be, a Prieſt more agreeable to God, an 
oblation more perfect, nor a victim more holy; ſince be is the Lamb 
Cad that takes away the fins of the word. 


V. Whilſt Chriſt treated thus with his Father about the recon- 
cilation of ſinners, his executioners were not idle. It is faid they 
firſt took his left hand, and pierced it with a large nail through the 
midſt of the nerves; that it might the better ſupport the weight of 
us body: but as the nerves were contracted by the violence of the 
pain, and the right hand being unable to extend ittelf to the hole 
mey had made in the other arm of the croſs, it Was necellary to 

Vor. II. oO - draw 
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draw it thereto with cords: they did the fame afterwards to the 
feet; and our Sa mur S whole body was thus diflocated. Never. 
theleſs he way ſilent, and did not let ſlip the leaſt complaint; ſhey. 
ing an invinyible and more than human conſtancy, amongſt ſuch 
cruel tormnts; and on the ſame countenance, where grief waz 
pairited, were to be diſcovered his patience, refignation, love, and 
the other heroic diſpoſitions of his ſoul. 


VI. He teaches us by that ſilence, and conſtancy, in what man- 
ner we ought to carry our croſs, that it may becoine for us a ſub. 


ject of merit, and a ſource of glory. 


Firſt, let him who perceives any croſs approaching, receive 
it as from the hand of God, with an entire ſubmiſſion to hh 


orders, 


Secondly, let him refrain all kind of murmuring, and neither 
complain of the weight of his croſs, nor of the injuſtice of thoſe 
that crueify him: for thoſe complaints are the voice of felf-lowe, 
which always flies from ſuffering. | | 


Thirdly, let him not amuſe himſelf with enquiring whethe 
what he is obliged to ſuffer be juſt or unjuſt; let his whole motire 


be, in being fubje& to God, in confiding in his goodneſs, and in * 
adoring his permiſſion. Let him make an altar of his croſs, where-W 
on he may immolate himſelf; and let him offer himſelf to en- b 
dure every thing, as long, and in fuch a manner, as God ſhall N 
pleaſe. n 
0 

But becauſe nature always looks upon him that torments it wi . 

a ſentiment of averſion, the crucified man has a continual fight t t 
maintain within himſelf, for preventing his heart from being en * 
bictered by hatred, or dejected by forrow. He ought at tha ©" 
time to adhere to God, to receive in the ſpirit of ſubmiſſion an & 


reſignation, every thing that befals him, to dilate his heart by fat! 
and a certain confidence; that God will not ſuffer him to be teniit . 


above what be is able, 1 Cor. x. 12. 


It will be alſo very profitable to have our interior eyes oſte 
fixed on heaven, the thoughts of which will alleviate what 
ſuffer on earth: for according to the teſtimony of the apoſtle: «« 
tribulation which at preſent is momentary and light, worketh in us ale 

ecfure an exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we are conten 
plating not the things that are ſeen, but the things that are not ſen 
for the things that are ſeen cre temporal; but theſe which are nt ji 


ere eternal, 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
| VII. By 


- 
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VII, But when they began to drag the croſs, whereen our 
Saviour was nailed, to the hole in which it was to be ſer up; when 
they raiſed it up with cords; when. they let it drop ſuddenly into 
that hole; and when they drove the - wedges round about it with 
heavy mallets, who can comprehend what pains all theſe motions 
and ſhakings occaſioned a body, whoſe nerves were ſtretched, and 
joints ſo diflocared, that he affirms by his prophet, that all his 
bones might be counted? They have pierced my hands and im feet, 
ſays he, they have numbered all my bones, Plal. xxi. 18, 


Then it was his enemies were ſatisfied, and expreſſed their joy 
by great acclamations, whilſt our Saviour, thus ejevated between 
heaven and earth, labuured, as a powerful and charitable mediator, 
to reconcile us to his Father, and had his hands ſtretched out to 
receive us. He then began to accompliſh the promiſe he had 
made us by theſe words: FI be exalted from the earth, I will draw 
all things to myſelf. For he drew heaven to himſelf, to give us the 
poſſeſſion of it; God, to reconcile him to the world; the juſt, to 
inflame them with his love; and ſinners, to fave them by penance. 
Jobn X11, 32. e 


VIII. Amidſt all theſe torments, as if he had forgotten his own 
pains, that he might only think on our miſeries, which he would 
remedy, he was not ſatisfied with addreſſing his Father, by the 
interior deſires and motions of his foul ; but breaking che filence he 
had fo long kept, and raiſing his voice, he begged mercy of him 
with love and tears, not only for the executioners that had crucified 
him, but alſo for all thoſe, who by their fins were the cauſe of his 
death: Father, ſaid he, forgive them, for they know not what they do, 
Luke xxiii. 34. He thus excuſes the voluntary blindneſs of finners, 
though it be no leſs puniſhable than other fins. What love! what 
mercy | tor the enormity of our crimes is clearly known to him; 
and he knows they cannot be expiated but by his death. But he 
confiders our fins after two manncrs, according to the obſervation of 
St. Bafil, as injuries againſt himſelf, and as evils to us: the firſt 
conſideration provokes his wrath, the ſecond excites his'compailiong 
and this always prevails over the other, Baſ. in conf. exer. c. 4. 


It is true our fins crucified Chriſt, overwhelmed him with orief 
and torment, and offended his eternal Father; but becauſe by 
debaling us, they made us miſerable, he has more pity on us, than 
on himielf; and without ſay ing any thing fog himſeif, he is wholly 
taken up with begging pardoa for us, as for ignorant and blind 
Kretches, 
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IX. They crutified two thieves with Chriſt; and ke wab places 


| between them, as if he had been the moſt guilty. He had not bern 


aſhamed during his life to converſe and eat with finners, neither 
was he aſhamed at his death, to have them for companions in hi 
puniſhment. That good ſhepherd being come to ſeek ſtrayed 


ſheep, and to give his life for faving them, would make us under. 


ftand, that ſinners had a greater ſhare in his croſs, than the juſt; 


and that though our firſt Father, being juſt and innocent, had 


found death in the tree of life, we ſhould find, though we ate 
ſinners, true lite in that tree of death, whereon our Saviour wa 


x faſte ned. . 


Thus it was not without a particular conduct of the ſpirit of 
God, that they fixed on the top of the croſs over Chriſt's head 
the title of his royalty, in the three tongues wherein were written 
all the ſecrets of the divine and human wifdom. That inſcription 
greatly diſpleaſed the Fews, but Pilate would never permit them 


to change any thing of what he had written; in order that amidſt 
' ſo many ignominies, all the world might diſcover that he who 


ſuffered them, was truly the King of the Jews ; that they ſhould 
find in him, as in a moſt powerful and amjable prince, proteCtion 


life, riches, and all good things; and that when he had remitted 
- fins, defended ſinners, healed the fick, and raiſed up the dead, it 


was an effect of that infinite power, which he poſſeſſed in quality 


of the fovereign maſter of all creatures. 


X. Among all theſe myſteries, we muſt not forget the ſorrows 


of the moſt bleſſed Virgin: for though ſhe ſaw not her well-beloyed 


Son when nailing to the croſs, ſhe heard the noiſe of the hammer 


which drove the nails into his hands and feet; and that gave 


many mortal wounds to the heart of that afflicted Mother. Bu 
when they came to elevate the croſs, and when ſhe beheld her Son 
in that condition, who can comprehend what her ſorrow was? It i 
ſufficient to mention that it was equal to her love. Then being no 
longer able to retain the tranſports of both, ſhe made her wa 


through the crowd, and placed herſelf at the foot of the croſs, a 


we ſhall declare more fully afterwards: but becauſe theſe circum. 
ſtances of our Saviour's Paſſion, which we have ſhewn in ten 
words, deſerve to be conſidered at leiſure, and are moſt proper © 
excite our love and gratitude, we ſhall make ſeveral contemplations 


thereon, 
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CONTEMPLATION f 
Os Chrift when be was Jripped of bis cloaths, before they crucified 
, ; 1, Se ©" 


ONSIDER, O my ſoul! with what eagerneſs the Jews prepare 
4 every thing that is neceſſary for crucifying our Saviour; 
tearken to their ſhouts; ſee with what haſte they pull off his gar- 
ment already cleaving to his wounds; obſerve that ſacred body all 
bleeding and torn ; enter into his heart, thou wilt find it wholly 
taken up with thy miſeries, and fixed on heaven, there treating 
about thy reconciliation. Approach to him, and proſtrate at his 
feet, embrace them and ſay: permit me, O Jeſus, my Saviour, 
and my love! to embrace thy ſacred feet, I will fix my heart to 
them, before they are nailed to the croſs; and be conſumed with 
thy love, before death takes thee out of my fight. Embrace with, 
thoſe divine hands, before they are pierced with nails, this {inful 
ſoul, for which thou endureſt fach adful torments ; deſtroy its 
malice; warm its tepidity; and unite it interiorly to thee, in fuch a 
manner that it may never be ſeparated from thence. | 


II. O Lamb of God, that takeſt away the fins of the world! receive 
the weak teſtimonies of my love; and that it may be agreeable to 
thee, purify it from all terreſtrial affection. Caſt, O Lord! upon 
thy miſerable creature, the eyes of thy mercy, and caſt u net away. 
from thy fight. Receive my embraces, which I. wiſh might be 
accompanied with the fervour of all thoſe that love thee. Waſh 
away with thy precious blood every thing that can offend thy infinite 
purity, that from henceforth there may be nothing in me that can 
ſparate me from thee. How happy would he be, that ſhould 
fnd himſelf under the ſhadow of thy wings, ſheltered from the 
dangers of this world; that ſhould be ſure of pleaſing thee, and of 
being loved by thee! could he be eſteemed poor, though he even 
vanted every thing elſe? Ought he to paſs for a miſerable wretch, 
tough he ſhould be oppreſt with all the evils of this life? 


Grant, O Lord! that I may burn with thy love, and: then 1 
conſent with all my heart to ſee myſelf unknown, abandoned, 
deſpiſed, proſcribed by all creatures, and content with poſſeſſing 
nothing but thee alone. Diſcover only to my ſoul the goodnels 
of thy heart; may I be inflamed with the ſame love wherewith it 
burns; may thoſe bitter tears which flow from thy eyes fall upon 

; me, 
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me, may they waſh me, warm me, conſume me, and transform 
me into thee, | 


III. O my Saviour and only hope! without whom I am nothi 
but poverty and miſery. Is it poſſible that I ſhould fee the ardor 
and eagerneſs of thoſe that crucify thee, and ſtill remain as ſlothful 
and negligent as I was before? Ah Lord! before they elevate thy 
croſs, and rake thee out of my arms, heal thou the wounds of my 
ſoul; they are (till greater than thoſe of thy body. Thou art my 

hyfician and my remedy. I cannar find in any but thee alone the 
elps that are neceſſary for me; and ſince my fins have put thee in 
that condition, thou knoweſt them much better than I do myſelf, 
For, alas, I am fo blind, that I ſee them not; fo ſtupid, that I am 
jnſenſible of them; and ſo proud, that I have a difficulty in con- 
Feſling them before thee, though they be perfectly known to thee, 


Have mercy on me, O Lord! pardon me through thy mercy, 
the evil thou ſceſt in me, and grant that among ſo many pain 
which thou ſuffereſt for my cure, I may not remain without a 
remedy: if thou wilt thoy_canft beal me at preſent. I am ſorry for 
having offended thee, and I would rather chuſe to die than to 
offend thee again. Wound my heart with ſo lively a ſorrow for 
my ſins, that I may hate and abhor myſelf. Kindle thy love in 
me, deſtroy whatever may feparate me from thee, that I may never 
offead thee more, and that I may live no longer but for thee. 


IV. O Jeſus, my hope, and my life! fince the excels of thy 
love 1nduces thee to ſuffer ſo many pains, to ſhed even the laſt drop 
of thy blood, to ſuffer thyſelf to be nailed to the crols, and die 
thereon for me; how canſt thou at this moment refuſe me the 
pardon of my fins, the hatred of myſelf, the ſtrength of over- 
coming myſelf, the grace of loving thee, and never to offend thee? 


I know that thy love is infinitely liberal; that thou haſt a greater 
deſire to grant me theſe fayours, than I have to obtain them; 
that thou even ſuffereſt death to merit them for me; and that if 
J obtain them not, it is in me that thou findeſt the reaſons for 
ſefuſing me them. | 


I acknqwledge, O my, only and ſupreme good! that thou loveſt 
to communicate thyſelf, and that what ſtops thy divine communt- 
cations, proceeds only from myſelf. Remove O Lord! all thele 
obitacles; deſtroy the wall which ſeparates me from thee. Proſtrate 


at thy ſacted feet, I beg this grace of thee with all. che powers of 


my foul. © 


V. I uw 
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v. I am blind and ignorant, illuminate me, O divine light! 
grant that I may ſce myſelf ſuch as I am; that I may know what 
hunders me from being thine; and that I may hate every thing that 
d{pleaſes thee. This change muſt be thy work; and thy mercy 
is infinite. Though I have not all the diſpoſitions thou deſireſt; 
though I offer not myſelf to thee in the full extent of my heart, 
thou canſt ſupply what is wanting: becauſe it is for that purpoſe. 
thou art my Redeemer; and thou ſheddeſt thy precious blood ſo 
abundantly, only to ſupply my indigence. | 


If thou abandoneſt me, O my God! who can aſſiſt me? If thou 
vaſheſt me not thyſelf, who ſhall be able to blot out my ſins? they 
are the ſource of my blindneſs; they occaſion me all the evils thou 
beholdeft, and which thou alone canſt remedy. Look with pity on 
thy poor creature; pardon me, inſtruct me, heal me, and raiſe me 
up again. Pluck from my heart all that ſin has placed therein, 
that J may poſſeſs thee with a-pure heart, to be crucified with thee, 
to be wholly thine, and to regard thee as my only and ſupreme, 
happineſs. : | 


VI. But whence comes it, O maſter of eternal truth! that thou 
wilt be crucificd naked, and die naked on the croſs? why doſt, 
thou not retain at leaſt that ſeamleſs coat, which was wrought by 
the hands of thy bleſſed Mother? Ah! thou wilt retain nothing 
earthly, O divine Jeſus! and becauſe that coat is compoſed of an 
earthly matter, it is heavy upon thee, and incommodes thee. 
Thou cameſt naked into the world, and wilt go out of it in the 
lame manner. Thou waiteſt not, as other men do, till death ſtrips 
thee: for thou preventeſt him, forſakeſt all things; parteſt with 
every thing before he comes; and reſtoreſt to the earth what 
belongs to it, that thou mayeſt die in that perfect diſengagement 
which thou hadſt taught us. | 


Thou wilt have nothing worldly but the crofs, torments, igno- 
minies, and death. Thou chuſeſt eyery thing for thyſelf that 
ochers abhor, takeſt thy delight therein, placeſt thy glory in them, 
and wilt finiſh thy life therewith. By that nakedneſs it is thou 
teconcileſt us to thy Father, concludeſt the peace between God and 
men, openeſt heaven to us, ſatisfieſt for our ſins, and teacheſt us 
the ſecrets of thy admirable doctrine. By that nakedneſs thou 
triumpheſt over death, hell, ſin, and the world; diſcovereſt to us 
the perfection of thy love, and heapeſt bleſſings upon us. For, 
though thou art naked, thou art not the poorer; ceaſeſt not to be 
what thou art; and poſſeſſeſt no leſs the treaſures of eternal riches. 


VII. Teach 
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VII. Teach me, O Heavenly Maſter ! to poſſeſs all thing, 
by forſaking all things. And becauſe I cannot penetrate this truth 
without thy help, waſh my eyes with thy blood, that T may clearly 
ſee the ſublimity of thy wiſdom, and the perfection of thy love, 
Thou art ſo rich, O Son of the Living God! that thou canſt farixfy 
all the defires of my ſoul. Thou art fo great, that thou canſt fill its 
whole capaciouſneſs'; ſo ſweet, that thou canſt charm all its powers; 
{d pure, that thou canſt waſh away all its ſtams; fo amiable, tha 
thou canſt gain all its affections; ſo ardent and ſo full of love, that 
thou canſt conſume it and transform it into thyſelf. Ought we to 
wonder after all this, if thou wouldſt reign alone therein, if thou 
wouldſt have it void of all creatures, and if thou canſt not ſuffer in 
it the mixture of any other love ? Sceing thou alone art capable of 
_ it, how can it in poſſeſſing thee, receive any thing elle with 
thee ? YE oe Or at | 


Thou knoweſt, O Lord] that the foul accommodates itſelf pro- 
portionably to the things it loves; if it loves nothing but the earth 
and the ſmall goods that are to be found thereon, how ſhall it be 
capable of poſſeſſing an Infinite Majeſty ? Whereas in receiving 
thee, it increaſes, it extends and dilates itſelf ; becauſe it is pro- 


portioned to thy greatneſs ; is filled and fatiated with thee, who art 
the Life and Sovereign Felicity of ſouls. F 1927.2 


VIII. When ſhall I ſee myſelf ſeparated by thy love, from every 
thing the world loves, O ſweet Saviour of my ſoul ! When wilt 
thou grant me the grace to receive me into the number of thy faith- 
ful ſervants, and to poſſeſs me entirely? What ſhall I loſe, O Lord! 
in forſaking all creatures, though they were even all united againſt 
me ? provided I be thine, and thou mine, ſhall I not be rich enough? 
Separate my heart from every thing that 1s without thee, and make 
not this ſeparation according to my views and defires, but according 
to thy wie and will. How rich is he who thus poſſeſſes thee, O 
my God! How happy is he who loves thee ſo! When I ſee thee 
ſtript of all things for my fake, I find myſelf excited with the defire 
of quitting all for thee, and of living at leaſt in a perfect diſengage- 


ment of heart. 


All thy moſt faithful friends have followed thee by the way of 
nakedneſs. ' As ſoon as St. Auguſtin felt the ſweetneſs of thy love, 
the cares of the world became inſupportable to him. Thy apoſtle 
St. Barthelomete imitated thee fo far as to part with his very ſkin, by 
ſuffering himſelf to be flead alive for thee. © Some have retired into 
the deſerts; others have yielded up their bodies to the moſt cruel 
torments : and thoſe who were obliged to live in the world, «ſed it, 
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a if they #fed it not; becauſe one cannot truly love thee, and con- 
fder thee naked on the croſs, without earneſtly defiring, for love 
of thee, to be entirely like thee, 4 


IX. Behold, O my Saviour! what the works of thy love are, 
0 denuding love! O transforming love! thou art rich and poor at 
he fame time; thou art weak and powerful; hidden and manifeſted ; 
fee and chained ; overcome and triumphant. There is none but 
tou, O Lord! that can diſcover to, and make my foul feel ſuch 
umirable ſecrets; becauſe they are fully known to none but thee 
tone. May the fame love which operates thefe wonders in thee, 
operate at preſent in me that nakedneſs and refignation, that ſepa- 
ation and union: an entire ſeparation from creatures, and an inti- 
mate union with thee, May it ſeparate me from myſelf, and make 
ne forget every thing that ſepatates me from thee. | 


But can there be no exchange made ? Could I not be crucified in 
thy ſtead, O my God ! and ſave thy life by my death? This que. 
ton is perhaps too bold; but it is thy love which inſpires me there- 
with. If that carmot be done, go then, O my Jeſus ! to the croſs 
ich thou haſt ſo long defired ; but faften at [ed my heart thereto 
vit thee; ſeparate me from every thing elſe; and conſume me 
nith thy love: for thou art my glory, my hope, my treaſure and 


0 moſt holy Virgin ! you who love our Saviour more purely, 
tan any other has ever done ; obtain me a ſhare-of what you ex- 
jerience in yourſelf concerning the purity of love. Ye ſaints of 

eaven, who live only by love, drop down upon me a ſpark of 
that fire wherewith ye burn, that it may confume in me all the 
mpurity of earthly affections, and that I may become like you the 
rey of divine Jove. Amen. LA Rs es ; 


CONTEMPLATION 
On Chriſt, whilſt. he is nailed to the Oroſs. 


7 EHOLD the croſs prepared, O my ſoul! behold the altar 
J) whereon that divine 2 is going to be facrificed ! Why, 
my Jeſus ! wilt thou ſuffer ſo ignominious a torment ? Thou half 
ready conſecrated the croſs, by carrying it on thy ſhoulders ; ic 


thereby become ſweet, hanourable, and falutary to all _— 
| | ; | top 
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Stop there, O Lord! thou haſt ſuffered enough. Let me be faftened 
to the croſs for thee, let me die thereon, and Jet thyſelf live. 
Command ſo as a judge, and let me ſuffer ſo as a ſinner. Ceaſe 
fuffering for me, and Jet me begin to ſuffer for thee ; ſince that 
torment is mare proper for me than for thee. Or if thy love op- 
Poſes it; if it envies me the happineſs of dying on the croſs, grant 
that I may know thee thereon, love thee thereon, and poſſeſs thee 
thereon. | 


_ Conſider, O my foul! with what cruelty they nail Jeſus to the 
crofs, with what meckneſs and ſubniiſlion he ſtretches himſelf there. 
an. See how they draw his arms, how they drive great nails into 
his hands and feet, through the nerves, which are ſuch fenſible 
parts. Fee}, 1 thou canſt, his pains; or if thou canſt not, deſire 
at leaſt to feel them ; and beſcech Chriſt to imprint in thy heart 
what he feels in his facred body. Soften, O my God ! the hardneh 
of my heart, that thy nails may penetrate it, that it may become 
ſenfibte of thy pains, of thy love, and of the hatred of fin, which 
has brought thee to that condition. Refuſe not, O Lord! What! 
beg of ther; for I cannot feel thy pains, unleſs thou thyfelf by 
thy mercy giveſt me the feeling thereof. 


II. Jefus lays himſelf upon the croſs to be nailed thereto; he 
ſtretches out his arms and feet thereon ; lifts up his eyes to heaven; 
and, without word or voice, ſolicits the juſtice of his Eternal Fs. 
ther by the tendereſt motions of his heart, by offering himſelf to be 
our victim. Father, ſays he, the bour is come, glorify thy Sa 
John xvii. 1. accept my obedience, and receive the ſacrifice I ofter 
to thee for the falvation of all men. Pardon finners for whom | 
farisfy ; Kindle in all hearts the fire of thy love; bring back ſtrayed 
fouls; and extend the glory of thy name. Grant to the world, no 
what it deſerves, but what I beg of thee for it. Suppreſs thy anger; 
open the treaſures of thy mercy. Let not thy grace be wanting tt 
any one, ſince 1 offer my blood, my body, and my life to thee 
for all. 


Look upon this heart, O Father! totally burning with the 20 
of thy glory, and with the deſire of dying for men: though the 
be unworthy of thy goodneſs, I deſerve, O Lord] that thou ſhouldl 
draw them all into theſe arms, which J ſtretch out for receivim 
them. Come therefore to me, all ye that are criminal, and I H, 
pardon you. Come to me all ye that are afflicted, and I wal 
cemfort you. Come to me all ye that have gone aſtray, and 1 

| recc 
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eceive you. Learn of me, becauſe I am meek and humble of beart ; 
4 ye ſhall ind reſt to your fouls, Matt. xi. 29. 


III. O divine Jeſus! charitable ſhepherd of this ſtrayed ſoul, 
hold me here: receive me into thy arms, ſince thou deſireſt 
&uld throw myſelf therein. Give me that love, that meekneſs, 
ind that humility, to which thou inviteſt me. Suhject my heart 
atirely to thy will. Imprint in my ſoul thoſe divine virtues, which 
ou wiſheſt I would imitate, that I may follow thee cloſely, and 
derer depart from thee, I have been too long deaf to thy voice, 
ich urges me interiorly to come to thee, Open my ears this day, 
tat I may hear and follow thee, 


ble | 

ie Thou canſt not expreſs a greater love to me, than to ſuffer thyſelf - 
IF; bc thus nailed to the croſs, and to die thereon for me. Refnſe me 
"ct therefore, O Saviour of my ſoul ! the fruit of thy pains. Give 
en thoſe things for which thou calleſt me. Beſtow thy ſpirit upon 


e: receive me into favour ; but reſtrain me continually - by. thy 
nnipotent hand: for thou knoweſt with what facility I forſake 
ie. Thou ſeeſt all the reaſons I have to be afraid of myſelf, and 
0 confide in none but thee alone. I therefore obey thy voice, 
0 charitable ſhepherd ! behold here a ſtrayed ſheep returning to 
je fold, receive it once again, and grant that it may never abandon 
0 amiable a conduct. 


IV. The ſhame and weight of my.crimes hinder me from lifting 
my eyes to thee, O eternal Father! the miſeries of my foul are 
known to thee, Thy wrath is great; but it is juſt; ſince I have 
reduced thy only Son to that condition wherein I behold him. If 
thou exarnineſt my ſins with rigour, I can expect no favour. Caſt 
iy eyes therefore upon this divine Lamb that is going to be immo- . 
ated for my cure upon the altar of the croſs. It is thy Son, who 
s fully accompliſhed thy will in all things, and is inflamed with 
Wi! love. Thou halt given him to me for a maſter and model; 
lat commanded me to come to him, to hear him, to follow him, 
nd to receive from him all the bleſſings I ſhall ſtand in need of. 
hen I preſent myſelf with him before thee, thou canſt not reject 
Wine; becauſe he is always agreeable to thee, and is the way by 
wich thou requireſt me to come to thee. I offer him therefore 
his day to thee in ſacrifice, and offer to thee with him all my fins 
d miſeries, By him thou wilt grant me mercy, wilt pardon me 
8) faults, wilt inſpire me with thy love, and with a ſincere ſorrow 
r having offended thee. 22 * 


Remember that he himſelf has told us, that thou wilt give @ good 
pirit to thyſe that aſe thee, Luke xi; 13. I beg, O Lord: that _ 
| . pirit 
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Tparit of thee; and though I be unworthy by myſelf of obtaining 
it, the ſacrifice I offer thee, abundantly ſupplies my unyorthinet, 
Give me the ſpirit of love, the ſpirit of humility, the ſpirit of mor. 
tification, the ſpirit of ſacrifice, the ſpirit of reſignation to thy wil 
the ſpirit of underſtanding for comprehending the doQtrine of thy 
Son, and the ſpint of fidelity for following his examples. May 
hs fpirit hve in me; and may it be for the future the principle of 
all my motions. May 1 adhere to it, delight in it, and follow it, 
Shut the entrance of my heart and the doors of my ſenſes to every 
other ſpirit, that the ſpirit of Jeſus may reign alone in me, love 
thee in me, ferve thee, and poſſes thee in me. NN 


V. Thou wilt then, O Saviour of my ſaul! be nailed to that 
crofs ; but would not thoſe ſacred feet be more profitably employed 
in going over the earth, to convert ſo many nations which knoy 
thee not? Would not thoſe divine hands be put to a better uſe in 
enlightening the blind, healing the fick, raiſing up the dead, and 
aſſiſting the whole -univerſe ? Is it poſſible, O Lord! that tho 
ſhouldft abandon thoſe divine exerciſes, to be nailed to a croß; 
and that thou ſhould{t be willing to loſe a life ſo neceſſary to thy 
world t | 


J adore thee, O Heavenly Maſter | and I will eternally bleh 
thee for thoſe admirable means thou makeſt uſe of, for teaching men 
the hidden truth, and the profound wiſdom of the croſs. Thole 
feet immoveable and pierced with nails are infinitely more profitable 
to the world, than if they travelled over every part thereof. 'Fhok 
hands nailed and all bleeding, are more efficacious than if at ful 
liberty they performed the greateſt miracles, and the moſt heroic 
actions. Thy great work, O Lord! is to love and to do what ſhews 
the moſt love. Now nothing ſhews it fo much as to live and de 
upon the croſs for thoſe one loves, Behold what pleaſes thee, what 
3s eſteemed by thee, and what charms thee; and it is alſo what thou 
requireſt of thy faithful ſervants. It is what thou thyſelf haſt done 
all thy life, and what thou conſummateſt in thy death. 


VI. O Eternal Wiſdom ! deeply imprint in my heart this truti 
which is ſo dear to thee; and make me comprehend that there 1 
more merit in tuffering grievous afflictions, than in performing great 
matters. Whilſt the ſoul is ctucified, the fleſh is ſubject to it; vice 


Teigns pot in it; the paſſions and appetites do not revolt; the whole 


man interior and exterior is ſubject to the croſs; he obeys thee, 
praiſes thee, and loves thee. That man is not the moſt holy, who 
receives the moſt remarkable favours, and the ſweeteſt conſolation 


No, Lord, he that is the moſt prevented with the bleſſings of thy 
| | | (weetnel, 
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fweetne(s, is not the moſt agreeable to thee, if he is not at the ſame 
ime the moſt crucified. The man that ſuffers in ſilence, and per- 
cveres with love in tribulation, perſecutions, contempts, derelic- 
tons, and defolations, is he whom thou loveſt and efteemeſt moſt. 
When he is come to that; he may ſay, he has profited ; and he'ts 
much more capable of bearing fruit in thy houſe, than all thoſe 
that ſerve thee by any other way, | 


VII. O fire of divine love! it is by means of thy light, that we 
liſcover in Chriſt that truth ſo unknown to fleſh and blood, What 
xt thou doing? Why dolt thou not inflame me? Why doſt thou 
not crucify me with him? Why doſt thou permit me to lead a oft 
and eaſy life, whilſt Jeſus is overwhelmed with forrows ? O Saviour 
of my ſoul ! fince it is in the croſs that true wiſdom conſiſts, fuffec 
me not to live in darkneſs. - Dart upon me a ray of that divine 
icht. Receive me into the number of thoſe that carry the croſs 
iter thee; and grant that I may never depart from the way thou 

halt pointed out to me. 


Give thy conſolations to thoſe that deſerve them, and ſerve thee 
fchfully : for my part, I only beg of thee thy love and thy cro* 
till thy love has reduced me to ſuch a ſtate, that my whole life an 
all my joy may be in ſuffering for thee. Permit me, O my Jeſus! 
to embrace thy croſs, to be faſtened thereto, to meaſure the whole 
extent of it, to examine all its circumſtances, and to reap from each 
of thy pains, the fruits of grace which are hidden therein. 


To the Left Hand. 


| adore thee, O divine Hand! which ſupporteſt Heaven and 
Earth, haſt received ſinners, and haſt faved all thoſe that have truſted 
in thee. Since this Hand s the firſt that is nailed, is neareſt the 
heart inflamed with love, and conſequently it is the moſt ſenſible of 
pain; Command, O Lord! that my miſerable heart may be nailed 
with it. Remember that the only ching which thou exacteſt of man, 
b that he give thee his heart; becaule that heary is only ſecure in 
thy Hands. Here it is, O my Saviour! receive it into that Hand, 
that it may be nailed with it to the croſs, remain fixed thereon, and 
never be ſeparated from thence. How happy ſhall 1 be, if thou 
vouchſafeſt to receive and keep it! For thou knoweſt it will fall, 
if it once comes out of thy Hands; and if it has the liberty of 
following its own deſires, it cannot avoid the precipice and eternal 
death, Take it then, O my Jeſus! thou life and love of my foul ! 
alten it, tranſpierce it, and never forſake it. 
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' To the Right Hand, 


* e 

I adore thee, O Powerful Hand] that art the ſtrength of the wet 
and diſpenſer of graces. Though thou art nai ed to the croſ 
thou loſeſt not thy ſtrength ; and thou augmenteſt my confidene, 
Tranſpierce at the ſame time this miſerable fleſh wholly terreſtri 
and ſenival ; fo timorous, when it ought to ſuffer for thee; ſo fen 
leſs and raſh in the occafions of offending thee ; and fo neglgent 
thy ſervice. Fix it to the croſs by thy fear; repreſs its appetit 
and defires ; deſtroy in it that law of the members, fo contrary u 
the ſpirit, ſo rebellious to thy love, and ſuch an enemy to thy crok, 
Let my ſpirit, being crucified with thee, live from henceforth on 
in thee and for thee; and let all the luxury and corruption of my 
fleſh be conſumed by the fire of thy charity; - 


To the Fett. 


J adore you, O ſacred Feet! which were fo often wearied i 
ſeeking me, and carried our Saviour to. the croſs, whereon 30 


were nailed for my love! Correct the criminal ſteps which I ha a 
hitherto taken; rectify my ways; bring me back from my wande * 
ing; make me enter again into the way of truth. Faſten my f 

with thine, O Lord! that I may run no longer after vanity. H I 
to my feet all the deſires and affections of my ſoul, that I may hes. 
longer follow any other tracts but thoſe which thou haſt pointed oi I 40 
to me. May that precious blood, which flows from thy feet u O 
hands, fall upon me; may it communicate its virtue to me, mii ...., 
it purify me, and transform me wholly into thee. Separate ng | 24 
from the earth, elevate me with thee, whilſt they elevate thy co or 
Permit me not to leave it, till thou haſt accompliſhed in me ev grac 
thing which thou teacheſt me by it; that being dead to mylei 
and full of thy love, I may have no other will but thine. - I 

O moſt pure Mother of God! by the ſorrows which your hea 8 
felt, when you heard the ſtrokes of the hammers on the mi tou 


where with they pierced the feet and hands of your only Sa 
obtain for me of him the grace of being all my life the faith 
companion of his croſs. O bleſſed ſouls! whole felicity is the wo 
of thoſe pierced hands, aſſiſt me with your interceſſion, that 
may live on earth in the ſame wounds, by which ye reign | 
heaven. Amen. 


Il 
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CONTEMPLATION 
On Chrift, whilſt they elevate his Croſs. 


\PEN my eyes, O my Jeſus! enlighten my mind and ſoſten 

my heart with the fire of thy love, that I may feel the cruel 
pains which thou ſuffereſt, -whillt they are elevating thy croſs, and 
when the whole weight of thy body 1s ſupported by the wounds of 
thy et and hands. Since thou endureſt ſuch a dreadful torment 
in thy body for me, is it not reaſonable that I ſhould feel it, at leaſt 
in my heart? But alas, O Lord! I cannot feel it but by thee. 
Communicate therefore to my foul the ſenſe of thy pains, ſpare me 
not, grant that I may experience them all, and feel in particular 
the diſlocating of thy bones, the breaking of thy nerves, the ſhak- 
ings of thy croſs, and the ſhouts and affronts of the populace. 
But grant alfo that I may ſee the diſpoſitions of thy heart, the ſub- 
miſkon, peace, ſilence, love, and all the virtues which accompany 
thee on tne croſs; imprint them deeply 1n my heart, that I may 
profit by the pains which it ſhall pleaſe thee to ſend me for the tu- 
ture, and learn to ſuffer all without, coniplaint. 


II. Behold thou art then elevated on the croſs, placed between 
heaven and earth, expofed to the eyes of the whole univerſe. 
I adore thee, O Son of the living God! O God of my heart, 
O love of my foul! I adore thee, O thou glory of the juſt, and 
crown of the bleſſed! I adore thee, O ſource of eternal Happinets! 
I adore thee, O Lamb of God, that takeſt away the fins of the 
world, J adore thee, O tree of life, laden with all the fruits of 


grace and glory ! 


[ proſtrate myſelf before thee,” acknowledging that thou art my 
only hope, and that thou poſſeſſeſt all the good chings that I can de- 
fire, If I am poor, thou art infinitely rich; if I am a finner, 
thou art my Saviour; if I am a flave, thou art my deliverer ; 
if I am miſerable, thou art mercitul; and if I am tepid, thou art 
totally inflamed with love. I find in thee, O my Jetus! the re- 
medy of all my evils ; and a heart ever ready to afiifſt me. I love 
tee, O Saviour of my foul! and my greateſt ſorrow is, not to 
love thee more. 


III. Why do not my eyes become two ſources of continual tears, 
and my heart a furnace of eternal love? Though I ſhould be 
crucified with thee, O my God! what would it be in compariſon of 


what I owe thee? But if thou wilt not that I ſuffer the tor- 
4 ment 
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ment of the croſs, grant at leaſt that I may burn with the fire of 
thy love. | 


O love! which devoureſt that divine lamb, and makeſt thy vi&in 
thereof, now is the moment of thy triumph. Thou art ſatisfied 1 
laſt, by ſeeing him overwhelmed with ſorrow, and conſumed vid 
love. I adore thee, O divine love ! love infinite, eternal, ſoverng 
rich, potoerſul, and liberal; exerciſe thy activity upon me, 16 
transform me into that which I love. I adore thee, O ſweet [efys' 
in the ſtate wherein I behold thee. Thou art not exalted ſo high 
as immediately to aſcend into heaven, and to withdraw thyſelf. from 
our eyes; nor {0 near the earth, as to touch it. Thou art (uf. 
pended between the one and the other; and thy power is felt by 
both: it even penetrates into that hell, where the juſt, who hat 
been expecting thee for ſo many ages, are going to ſee the end of 0 
long a baniſhment, and to enter unto their eternal country. 


In that tribunal thou judgeſt the world, condemneſt thy enemies, 


openeſt the gates of heaven, pardoneſt ſinners, and reconcileſt them 


to God. There it is that thou gathereſt together thy children di. 
perſed over the world, revokeſt the ſentence of eternal death pm. 
nounced againſt mankind, ſanctifieſt ſufferings, and makeſt then 
the ſureſt way of attaining to glory. There it is thou inflamel 
hearts; diſſipateſt the obſcurity and blindneſs of men; and gixeſ 
thyſelf to all thoſe that deſire thee, according to their deſires of 
thee, and in proportion to their neceſſities. | 


IV. But whence comes this prodigious change, O thou life of 
my ſoul! How different doſt thou appear this day from thylel 
Thou waſt born in the ſecret and ſilence of the night. Thou wait 
viſited and adored only by ſome ſhepherds and three wiſe men, 
Thou watt acknowledged in the temple only by two juſt fouls 
Thou livedſt in obſcurity for thirty years, and ſpenteſt only three 
amongſt men. Thou didſt manifeſt thyſelf after thy reſurrection 
only to a few perſons, for a ſhort time, and in retired places 
Thy diſciples alone were the witneſſes of thy aſcenſion, and a cloud 
ſoon deprived them of the ſight of thy glory; but thou waſt pleaſed 
to be crucified publickly upon a mountain, at noon- day, in the 
time of the Paſch, when the Jes were aſſembled at Jeruſalem, fron 
all quarters, between two thieves, with thy arms extended, and thy 


heart full of ſorrow and love. 


Be thou, O Lord! bleſſed, praiſed, and glorified eternally by al 
creatures. Behold the end of thy career; our redemption is 40. 
compliſhed: all is conſummated, and thou wilt not yet be ſeparate 
from the crols, Thou ſpeakelt neither of teſtament nor burial; 


thou 
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thou art only taken up with the thoughts of ſuffering and lovings 
and this is what thou wilt chiefly have us to learmifrom thee. 
Thou wilt be thereby the model of all men. Thou requireſt them 
to imitate thee, not in thy miracles and glory, but in thy ſufferings 
and croſs. There it is thou particularly deſireſt to be adored, 
ptaiſed, loved, and imitatet. 1 E e - 


v. O God of my heart! being ſo great, ſo rich, fo liberal, and 
ſo independent as thou art, how canſt thou love men thus? 
What doſt thou ſee in them that is capable of gaining thy love ? 
If I judge of others by myſelf, I dare affirm thou wilt find notli 
in us but matters of contempt and averſion.' For I have not — 
thee with my whole heart, though thou alone deſerveſt my whole 
love. I have not fought thee with a fincere deſire of pleaſing and 
ſerving thee in all things. I have often offended thee by violating 
thy holy law. I have lived according to the inclinations of my fleſh; 
have accompliſhed the will of my enemies; and have ſhunned the 
occaſions of ſuffering for thee and with thee; always tepid in ſpiri- 
tual exerciſes, and always earneſt in procuring myſelf corporeal 
pleaſures; blind in the way of heaven, knowing in the intereſt of 
this world; always full of myſelf, and empty of thee. _ 7 


Beholding me ſuch as I am, O Lord! and much wickeder than 
can expre!s, what haſt thou found in me, that obliges thee to love 
me? O iniinite love! love without bornds on thy part, and without 
merit on mine. It is becauſe thou art divine, that thou atteſt thus; 
and thou art ſo admirable, only becauſe I am full of corruption, 
and worthy of hatred. Thou ſuffereſt thyſelf to be crucified in 
order to heal me; facrificeſt thyſelf to fave me; and wholly im- 
mutable as thou art, thou ſubjecteſt thyſelf to all theſe changes to 
change me. What ſhall I return to thee, O divine love! for all the 
bletſings thou haſt beſtowed on me? Which way ſhall 1 acknow - 
ledge the exceſs of thy bounties? 1 offer thee to thyſelf for me; 
becauſe I ſee nothing but thee alone that can fully ſatisfy thee. 
| lay at the foot of thy croſs my ſins and miſeries, which are my 
only poſſeſſion. I reſign into thy hands the body and ſoul which 
thou haſt given me, and caſt them into that fire with which thou 
burneft tor me. : 


VI. Remember, O ſweet Jeſus! that thou haſt promiſed us to 
draw all things to thee, when thou wert elevated from the earth. 
Although I be nothing before thee, and my fins alſo have rendered 
me worte than nothing, yet J am thy creature, and the work o 
thy hands. Thou art in that ftate the emblem of thoſe bleſſings 
thou haſt promiſed us; and the two thieves, crucified with thee, 
ae the eniblems of our miſery, and of the extreme need we have 
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his wounds dilated, and his nerves broken, If he would dep" 


of thy mercy. Since this is the moment, wherein thou Oughte 
to draw all things to thee, ſuffer no exception to be made of me 
Draw me to thee, O my God! unite me to thee, and change my 
into thee. Triumph over me, O Lord! as the love thou haſt fo 
me triumphs over thee. Manifeſt the glory of thy power, and th 
riches of thy goodneſs, by crucifying me with thee, and transform 
ing me into thee, | 


O Saviour of my foul! live and reign alone in it, and makem 
live crucified in thee. Let all my glory be in dying for thee, an 
all my life in living in thee! From this moment let all creatures d 
in regard of me, as if they were not; and let nothing remain vid 
me but thee alone, O crucified Jeſus! for thou art the love and 
of my ſoul, my only good, and all my felicity. 


O Love, O croſs, O crucified Jeſus! I know not what more 
ſay or aſk. May I loſe all things, may all things abandon ne 
Speak thou alone to me, live and reign alone in me. Occup 

ſſeſs, and conſume my heart: for I am, and always will 
wholly thine, O Jeſus! my glory, my hope, my love, and my all 


XLIV. SUFFERING OF CHRIST. 
. The Time he remaineth on the Croſs. 


HE pains which our Saviour endured on the croſs, are 

comprehenſible, either as to their number, or greatnel 
one of the chief, was the ſlowneſs of his death. Exhauſted as 
was of b load and ſtrength, by all the preceding torments, he cou 
never have lived ſo long on the croſs, if he had not miraculoul 
preſerved his life; that he might not die till he had ſuffered ewe 
thing he had reſolved to ſuffer. 


As he then received no ſort of eaſe, the delay of his death 
to him an encreaſe of pain: for if he leaned his head upon the co 
the thorns wherewith he was crowned were {till forced in the fur 
If he endeavoured to. keep his head upright, that endeavour 0 
caſioned him a new pain. If he let it incline forwards, he bebe 
nothing but objects of grief, tbe tears of his Bleſſed Moti 
the dejeftion of his friends, and the joy and triumph of his eneme 
If he ſupported himſelf upon his feet or hands, his fleſh was td 


in 
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his body of that ſupport, and keep it as it were ſuſpended, his 
bones were i llocated, and the violence he did himſelf, ſerved only 
to augment his pain and weak neſs the more. 


How capable is this long ſucceſſion of pains, endured without 
intermiſſion or conſolation, of moving a ſoul to compaſſion that 
meditates on them in ſilence! They began in the evening when our 
Saviour was taken in the garden of Olives, and continued the whole 
night. From about fix o'clock in the morning till eleven, Chriſt 
was dragged before all the tribunals of Jeruſalem, ſcourged, crowned 
with thorns, condemned to death, laden with his croſs, and led 
unto Calvary. At eleven he was nailed to the croſs, whereon he 
expired only about three in the afternoon. At that moment the 
ſun was obſcured, the world was covered with darkneſs, the earth 
quaked, the rocks were tent, the ſepulchres opened, and the bodies 
of faints, which were to riſe with Chriſt, were ſeen by many, in 
order to give teſtimony of him, 


II. But all theſe prodigies, which were ſo many proofs of his 
power, by which the elements ſhewed, in ſuch a manner as they 
were capable, how ſenſible they were of the unjuſt death of the 
Creator and Saviour of the world, were alſo marks of his love to 
us, and contributed to the perfection of his ſacrifice. For by that 
darkneſs he deprived himſelf of the comfort which the light com- 
monly gives to deſected minds: and perhaps alſo that earthquake, 
by ſhaking his crofs rencwed his pains. However it be, there is 
ground for being aſtoniſhed, that a human body exhauſted of blood, 
overwhelmed with torments and fatigues, could live fo long upon 
the croſs, amidſt tuch violent pains, without any alleviation, or 
help but that which he expected from death: and that death, 
which alone was to put an end to all his pains, was delayed, and 
came on but very ſlowly, | 


For though Pilate, when our Saviour's body was begged of him, 
was ſurprized that he was already dead; that furprite was from a 
man infenſible, and even inattentive to every thing that Chriſt had 
ſuffered in the pretorium ; ſince the pain alone of the ſcourging, 
and crowning with thorns, was capable ot killing the ſtrongelt man. 
Thus he was ſo weakened, when he went from Pilate's houſe, that 
the time he lived afterwards, was much more the effect of a divine 
power than of any human ſtrength. 


III. The extreme meanneſs of thoſe in whofe hands the Son of 
God, the King of Heaven and Earth, was, ſtill augmented the 
pain and ignominy of his puniſhment : for they mult have been 
very miſerable, ſince they regarded our Saviour's poor cloaths, as 

| P 2 a rich 
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a rich booty, and caſt lots for his coat, hecauſe they could not | 
divide it, as it was without any ſeam; nor agree amongſt themſelves dia 
to whom it ſhould belong, becauſe they were all deſirous of hay. if car 
ing it. | | fins 


Behold what thoſe were to whom our Saviour was delivered up, cn 
by whoſe hands he was led, bound, dragged, ſcourged, and cry. gair 
cified with all the rigour and indignity that could be expected from 
thoſe people, more like beaſts than men. For inſtead of having 
any ſenſe of compaſſion for our Saviour in that extremity, they 
added alſo to fo rude a treatment; abuſes, infults, and a thouſand 
injurious words. 


- = 
r — 
a. 


— PO N 


_—_— 


Nothing was omitted that could contribute to the perfection of 
fo great a ſacrifice. Our Saviour ſuffered in every part of his body 
and in all the powers of his foul : the ſenſes themlelves, which a 
free from pain in common criminals, had their particular puniſh 
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N ment in him. His eyes were tormented by the ſight of his bleſſe plea 
f mother, of his friends, and enemies; his ears by the mockerit 
" and blaſphemies ich he heard; his ſmell by the ſtench of 1 
; place where the bones of che dead were thrown ; his palate by t itt 
p gall and vinegar ; his whole hu:aanity by a general privation of help [mo 
* and comfort. with 
4] OY | hu 
, IV. Is it poſſible that ſo many torments endured for us, ſhoulM #* ! 
be unprofitable to us? Shall ir be ſaid that Chriſt dies for obtaining ior: 
3 our love, end that we ſhould die without poſſeſſing his? were dat 
4 his ſupreme happineſs, and laſt end, as he is ours; could he do an the « 
i thing more for us? He is our God, our firſt principle, the auth d u 
A and reſtorer of our being, our eternal happineſs ; and perhaps di l i 
1 thing in che world we are molt forgetful of, is the love we owgh n 
1 | him. It 10 
that 
| He ſaw our ingratitude when he expired on the croſs, and thai © l 
1 fight was more ſenſible to him than all his torments. He 1s fall 
J this day ſuch as he was then: in ſpite of all our demerits, he change B 
A not in regard of us; and it may alſo be ſaid, that we are always t is g 
11 ſame in reſpect of him. But there is this difference between H 0b 
conduct and ours, he is always a merciful Father, and a faith ticy 
friend; and we are always ungrateful children, and unprofitabii mt! 
fervants ; he dies out of the love he bears us, and we live withou crea 
loving him. | that 
tran 


In ſpite of the extreme pains with which he was oppreſt, 


punctually executed every thing he came to perform. 8 


V. Fo 
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v. For, firſt, he accompliſhed the promiſe he had made us, of 
drawing all things to himſelf when he ſhould be elevated from the 
earth, not only by opening to us the gates of Heaven, expiating our 
fins, making one flock of thoſe in Heaven and earth collected toge- 
ther in the unity of the ſame love, deftroying the power of our 
enemies, and acquiring us infinite treaſures of merits; but alſo by: 
ezining hearts by the attractives of his divine ſweetneſs, and inducing 
tem to ſeek in him alone their repoſe and happineſs. For as the 
ladſtone draws iron, and amber chaff, by a gentle and ſecret vir- 
tue at the ſame time; fo that immolated Lamb draws all thoſe to 
him whoſe hearts are hard like iron, and dry like chaff; and though 
we ſee nothing in him but pains, ignominies, and deſertions, which 
ſeht makes nature even tremble; yet he found by drinking that 
cup, the admurable ſecret of reſerving the whole bitterneſs thereof 
to himſelf, and of making his ſervants taſte an ine ffable ſweetneſs 
therein: ſo that it ſeems, in reſpect of them, thorns are changed 
into roſes, bitterneſs into ſweetneſs, labour into reſt, torments into 
pleaſures, and death into a life full of tranquility, 


He ſhews us the croſs, without terriſying us; lays it upon us, 
without overwhelming us; and invites us to itollow im, but be 
{mooths the way for us, The points af the nails and thrns where= 
wich he is pierced, are blunted in him, as one may jay; ſufferings in 
him lote all their ſeverity, and when they paſs from him to us, they 
ae mingled with a ſecret unction, which renders them ſweet, com- 
furtable, and even delightful to us. Indeed we commonly perceive 
that when the love of the world and ourſcives withdraws us from 
the croſs, the interior communication with Chriſt becomes bitter 
to us, and we no longer find any thing but wearineſs and diſguſt in 
lis imitation. We ought then to return to him without delay, to 
xxnowiedge our wandering, to re- engage ourſelves in the bonds of 
bis love, to deſire to ſuffer with him, and to perſuade ourſelves 
that he has reſerved the bitterneſs of the cup for himſelſ, in order 
to let us have all the ſweetneſs thereof. | 


But we know alſo by the experience of the ſaints, to whom God 
has granted the grace of loving and defiring ſufferings, that they are 
0 bound to their croſs, by the virtue of that crucitted Lamb, that 
try are not allowed to ſeek any conſolation out of it, that they find 
n the midſt of their ſevereſt trials, an aſſurance and repoſe which 
creatures cannot beſtow; which makes them acknowledge ar laſt, 
that the croſs is the true ſource of the fortitude, comolation and 
tranquility of the ſoul. 


Secondly, our Saviour has moſt perfectly accompliſhed the great 
vork of our redemption ; for being upon the crots, as in tne m 
pere 


— %. AE. — 


PR 


— — 8 
men ., 


ASS 4 
— — 


S 


— 
- 


FI 


r * £ 
5 - _ A. B - 
L —_ LT 4+ — 


214 XLIV. Suffering of Chriſt. 


pereſt place and poſture for reconciling us to his father, he ceaſed 
not from begging pardon for us with bitter tears, offering his blood 
and life for meriting it. This offering and prayer were ſo powerful, 
that he abundantly obtained all that he deſired: fo that after having 
fully ſatisfied the Divine Juſtice for ſinners, and acquired them a 
compleat remiſſion ; there ſtill remained for them infinite treaſures 
of merits, and an inexhauſtible ſource of ſtrength and light for 
overcoming the enemies of their ſalvation, for penetrating the 
profoundet; ſecrets of God, for attaining on earth to an heroic 
ſanctity, and for poſleſſing in Heaven a moſt ſublime degree of 


glory. 


But becauſe the ſentence pronounced againſt us, after the fin of 
our firſt father, had ſubjected us to the devil and death, by a lay 
written on our fleſh, Chriſt revoked that ſentence, by nailing to the 
croſs the fleſh he had received from Adam; and reverſed the decree 
of our condemnation with his blood, 1n order to write that of our 
pardon in its place. He brought us into his new covenant by virtue 
of a new teſtament, whereby, as the fir ft begotten among many brethren, 
he calls us to the participation of his heavenly inheritance Rom, 
viii. 29. But as a teſtament does not rake place till after the death 
of the teſtator, he ſhewed his laſt will by his very death, whereby 
we are become the lay ful heirs of Eternal Glory. 


Hence it is that the Evangelic law is called the new teſtament, 
which was .confirmed by our Saviour's death ; and that his blood 
is called the blood of the Eternal teſtament, Heb. xi. 20. becaule 
after the teſtator's death, nothing can be changed in the teſtament ; 
and by the price of our Saviour's blood, we were delivered from 
the ſlavery of the devil, reſtored to the liberty of the children d 
— and to the right of poſſeſſing the goods which we had lot 

y ſin, | Sn 


VII. But Chriſt, who knew of what confequence it was to us to 
follow his doctrine, if we would not loſe again the goods he had 
acquired us, and how much we ought to fear the enemies, which 
he had overcome in ſuch a manner, as ſtill to have left them the 

wer of excrciling our virtue, failed not to ſhew us in himſel 


amidſt his torments, the truth of his doctrine, and the artifices d 


our enemies; that none might be excuſed on account of ignoranct, 
in a condition ſo neceſſary for obtaining the poſſeſſion of tix 
heavenly inheritance. 


Thus being elevated upon the Croſs, he openly condemned, iy 
kis example in the fight of Heaven and Earth, the pride of life, the 
diſorderly ſenſual pleaſures, the vanity of riches, and all manner ol 


diſobedience 


T 


thou 
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kſpbedience to the law of God; and at the fame time taught us 
the perfection of all virtues which we ought to practiſe. But by 
caching us theſe virtues, he heightened the value of them, ſanctified 

them in his perſon, and gave a new merit to the hatred of fin, pu- 
ity of heart, the pains of this life, abnegation of ſelf- will and our 
own judgment, privation of worldly pleaſures, patience in adverſity, 
meckneſs and humility, poverty of ſpirit, love of enemies, fidelity 
in temptations, and to a perfect charity towards God and our neigh- 
hour : and becauſe every thing cannot be expreſſed, he preſented 
himſelf to us as a mirror wherein we clearly ſee the Evangelic 
truths without any danger of illuſion or ſurpriſe : for nothing ſhall 
be approved of in the judgment of God, but what was approved 
on the Croſs. | | | 


CONTEMPLATION 
x On Chriſt living on the Croſs. 


HOU art wholly mine, O my Saviour! thou art all for me, 
wholly ſacrificed for my neceſſities and ſalvation. What 

thou hait raken from me was the cauſe of thy labours, and the 
borce of my happineſs. Thou art poor by what thou haſt from 
ve, and I am rich by what I have from thee. But the goods 
WT which I poſſeſs in thee are fo great, that I cannot eſteem myſelf 
Wy poor. ab ; 
Thou hadſt no need of me, when thou waſt cloathed with my 
feſh : thou tookeſt it only to give it to me, to ſuffer for me, and 
to make thyſelf be loved by me. Thou art not content with de- 
lrering it up entirely for the price of our redemption, thou walt 
pleaſed there ſhould be no part of it but what ſuffered, and was to 
me a proof of thy love. Thou giveit to me thy Divinity, which 
communicates an infinite virtue to every thing thou doſt, and to all 
thou ſuffereſt for me. Thou giveſt me thy humanity drowned in 
alea of ſufferings : thou giveſt me that Head crowned with thorns 
that Hair bloody and torn off; thoſe Cheeks livid and bruiſed ; 
thoſe Eyes felled up and bathed with tears; that Mouth moiſtened 
with gall and vinegar ; thoſe Feet and Hands pierced with nails; 
that Fleſh torn; thoſe Nerves ftretched ; and thoſe Bones diſlo- 
on f thou giveſt me thy thoughts, thy deſires, thy honour, and 
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Thou leaveſt me, alſo, in dying, thy bleſſed Mother : and re. 
quireſt her to be mine. Thou reconcileſt me to thy Eternal Father, 
conmimunicateſt thy merits to me, . otfereſt me thy mercy, and fatis- 
feſt thy juſtice for me : thou dieſt that 1 may live, theddeſt the 
very laſt drop of thy blood to purify me, and workeſt all thok 
prodigies through the extreme love thou halt for me. 


II. O Infinite Goodneſs! how much better thou obſerveſt the 
ng of love which thou haſt given me, towards me who am a 
inner, than J obſerve it in regard of thee, though thou art my 
Lord and my God! Thou loveſt me with thy whole heart, with 
thy whole ſoul, with alt thy power, with all thy ſtrength, with thy 
whole body, with all thou haſt, with all thou art; and thou givelt 
me all theſe things ſo liberally, in order to make up for me an im- 
menſe treaſure of eternal bleſſings. O thou God of my heart 
O thou true life of my foul! I cannot have for ſo great a love, 
either the eſteem, or acknowledgment which it deſerves ; but l adore 
it, praiſc it, and bleſs it, to the utmoſt of my power. 


Why have I not the ardour and purity of all the angels, of all 
the ſaints of Heaven, and of all the juſt on earth, in order to love 
thee, and to correſpond at lxaſt in ſome manner to the exceſs of thy 
eharity? But thou doſt all theſe things, O my God ! in a manner 
proportioned to what thou art, that is, with an infinite perfection; 
and for my part, as I am miſerable, I do every thing miſerably. 


Thou haſt alſo vouchſafed, by an exceſs of condeſcenſion, to 
become v *ak, with the weak, poor with the poor, and to appear 
2 ſinner with ſinners ; to make us comprehend, that thou doſt not 
expect from us ſuch works as are equal to thine, but that thou an 
content with our poverty and good defires. I remit therefore into 
thy hands, O my God! all that I have, and all thar I am. I offer 
to thee all that I have received from thee, that is, my body, my 
ſoul, my ſenſes, my ſtrength, and my life. I for ever conlecrate 
to thy lervice what talents, friends, wit, knowledge, goods of na- 
ture, fortune and grace, thou Halt given me; and 1 lay all at the 
foot of thy Cross. 


III. Hitherto, O my Saviour! I have made very bad uſe of thy 
gifts : thou haſt beſtowed them abundantly upon me, that I might 
employ chem in thy ſervice, and in meriting thy grace and glory; 
and I hays employed them in offending thee, and in meriting thy 
wrath, and my Own condemnation. Burt I return to thee, O my 


God! with the whole extent of my heart, and abandon 1 
enturely 
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entirely to all the pains, whether interior or exterior, which th 
ſhalt pleaſe to inflict upon me for my fins, or for thy ſervice, 


I conjure thee by the love which thou teſtifieſt to me, to receive 
the offering I make thee, Enter, O Lord! into my foul, ſee by 
my cyes, hear by my ears, ſpeak by my mouth, and become the 
priaciple of all my motions. Inflame my heart with thy love, 
ſupport me with thy hand, make me walk in thy footſteps, pardon - 
me the cvil I have committed, amend in me what diſpleaſes thee, - 
cruciſy me with thee, for thee, and in thee, O my love, and only 


hope. 


Since thou giveſt me all thou art, and all thou haſt, grant that 
may be content with thee alone, that I may deſire none but thee 
alone, and that I may ſigh only after thee. Be thou alone my 
treaſure, my life, my repoſe, my ſafety, and my glory. May my 
ſoul leck thee alone, may it eſteem itſelf happy in finding "thee 
alone, may it ſweetly repoſe in thy arms, and may it forget every 
thing elſe, even itſelf, in order to think no longer of any thing but 
thee, wy 


IV. What wonder, O Lord! the croſs and the hours thou 
remaineſt thereon are ſevere only to thee, and ſinners find their 
comtort, their eale, and remedy therein. Every hour is to thee a 
cruel agony, by the decaying of thy ſtrength, and the weight of 
thy body, which augments thy pains, by enlarging thy wounds. 
The inſults and abuſcs of thy enemies are renewed every moment; 
the ſeverity of the croſs is not molliſied; the eternal Father abates 
nothing of his rigour; the fun refuſes thee its light; every thing 
contribures to torment thee; and we alone find our advantage in 
thy torments. Thou reſerveſt to thyſelf alone, O divine and inno- 
cent lamb! all the pain and bitterneſs of the croſs; and vouchſafeſt 
that it be to me a ſource of ineffable ſweetneſs. May thy love be 
bleſſed and praiſed in all ages, | 1 


For it is true, O Lord! that all my happineſs is in the croſs. If 

I am a ſlave, I find my liberty therein; if I am perſecuted, I find 
a refuge therein; if 1 am afflicted, thou giveſt me comfort therein; 
and if I am oppreſt by falſe witneſſes, thou teacheſt me the 
eternal truth therein. If my friends abandon me, I become thy 
fon thereby; if I am aſſaulted, thou defendeſt me thereby; if I am, 
unjuſtly condemned, thou juſtifieſt me thereby; if 1 fin, thou 
pardoneſt me thereby; if I ani weak, thou ſupporteſt me thereby; 
if I go aſtray, thou calleſt me back thereby; if I return, thou 
receiveſt me thereby; if I am ignorant, thou inſtructeſt me thereby; 
if I am blind, thou enlighteneſt me thereby; if 1 fall, thou raiſeſt 
ue 
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me up thereby; if I am lukewarm, thou makeſt me fervent there. 
by; if I am fervent, thou inflameſt me till more thereby; if 1 
profit, thou aſſiſteſt me thereby; and if I perſevere, thou crowneſt 
me thereby. 


V. It is in the croſs that J enjoy a ſolid repoſe, and a real 
conſolation. Though I weep under the croſs, I am content there- 
with; and the tears I ſhed there, are a thouſand times ſweeter than 
all worldly joys. On every occaſion, at every time, in every place, 
and in every ſtate, thou art, O my crucitied Jeſus! my hope and 
ſecurity. Thou art the ſincere friend, the faithful companion, the 
prudent maſter, and the charitable Father of my foul. 

When I conſider thy hands and feet pierced with nails, thy 
head crowned with thorns, thy whole body covered with blood and 
wounds, and when I approach to thee, I perceive my heart 
flamed with love. Though thou art nailed to the croſs, weak- 
enced, dejected, languiſhing, and dying, yet thou receiveſt me when 
I come to thee. All livid, all bloody, and wholly deſpiſed as thou 
art, thou ſeemeſt beautiful, amiable, charming, and adorable to 


ne. 


What do I then, O my God! where am I, when I am not with 
thee? I find thee ſevere only when I fly from thee, and dreadful 
only when I forget thee: for if I uſe any endeavour for returning 
to thee, and embracing thy croſs, I diſcover that I was deceived. 
Thou ſoon makeſt my heart ſenſible of thee, thou receiveſt me, 
embraceſt me, and heapeſt thy bleſſings upon me. O that I had 
never forgotten thee! that I had never departed from thee! Love 
thou, O my foul! this divine Saviour, and forget every thing elſe 
tor his love, The world cannot do thee any thing but harm, and 
Jeſus has taken thy evils upon himſelf, and has given thee his love 


with all his bleſſings. 


O holy Croſs! the faithful companion of my Saviour; thou haſt 
poſſeſſed him for a long time; let him deſcend and give him to me, 
that I may receive him in my foul; or rather enter thou with him 
into my foul, that I may remain faſtened to him and thee, and that 
I may never be either without him or thee. Here it is that my 
miſeries muft end, that the old man muſt be renewed, and that J 
mult begin to live in the newnets of the ſpirit of Jelus. 


VI. O divine Croſs! though Jeſus be not wearied with ſuffering, 
be thou wearied in tormenting him. . Thou alone haſt deſerved to 
bear the victim end ſacrifice of the while world, the ſource of Sera 
an 
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1nd the price of glory. Bow down thy branches, O tree of life! 
Soften thy hardnels, and treat that innocent body with leſs rigour. 


And thou, O Lord! come at laſt, after ſo many torments, to 
repoſe in my ſoul chat deſires thee ſo earneſtly, to which thy preſence 
is ſo ſweet and neceſſary; fill it, poſſeſs it, ſince thou haſt created 
it, and accoinplilli in it the work which thou haſt begun on the 


crols. 


O moſt bleſſed Mother of God! inſeparable companion of our 
&yiour's croſs, you ſee with how much labour he has ſought me: 
prevail by your interceſſion that he may not have laboured in vainz 
and obtain me the grace to live for the future only in him and by 
him. O celeſtial 1 who have learnt of Chriſt to love ſinners, 
and who rejoice in the converſion of one alone, beg for mine of 
our Lord, that being wholly his, I may deſire nothing more than 
to be crucified with him. Amen. 


What CHRIST teaches and condemns en the Crofs. 


DIVINE light! that enlightenef —— fitting in darkneſs and 

in the ſhadow of death, that reſtoredſt ſight to the blind 
Tobias, when touched with thy beauty, he purified his foul, that 
he might receive thy whole brightneſs, and place all his hope in 
thee. O eternal light! that coutiſt not be darkened either by the 
affronts wherewith they vainly endeavoured to cover thee, the com- 
pany of thieves that are on thy ſides, the eclipſe of the fun, or the 
whole malice of thy enemies. O pure light! that ſhineſt with an 
increaſed ſplendor, revealeſt to us the ſublimeſt truths, diſcovereſt 
to us the illuſions of human life, and clearly ſneweſt us the way to 
heaven; that becameſt ſenſible to the thief that blaſphemed thee, 
to the executioners that crucified thee, to the darkneſs that obſcured 
thee, and to the rocks that were rent: dart one of thy rays upon 
this blind and ungrateful heart, that it may ſee what thou con- 
demneſt and approveſt on the croſs. Warm this heart with the 
love of thy divine wiſdom, with the hatred of all things which 
thou prohibiteſt, and with a deſire of following every thing thou 
teacheſt, 


Firſt 
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Fir Inſtrufion. 


The foundation of a worldly life, and the unworthy engagements 
which hinder us from following Chriſt, and withdraw us from the 
obedience and loye we owe to God, are, concupiſcence of the eyes, 
that is, the deſire of worldly goods; concupiſcence of the fleſh; ard 
pride of life. This is what makes us forſake the fountain of living 
waters, to ſeek for poiſoned ſireams. We are always inſatiable, 
ſenſual, proud, and as preſumptuous as if we were ſomething, 
though we are nothing. We loye ourſelves more than God, who 
is our ſupreme happineſs, and who alone deſerves to be loved. 
Behold what the Son of the living God, and the maſter of eternal 
truth, was pleaſed to deſtroy upon the crots, by his love, his 
ſuffrrings, and his dcath. Hi: filence compiains, and his example 
alone condemns, baniſhes, and dengunces a malediction againſt a 
worldly life, with every thing that is built upon that {aundation, 


And to begin by pride of life, we ſee that Chriſt being equal to 
his Father humbled himſelf, out of his love to our fouls, ſo far as 
to deliver hunſelt up to thoſe who intended to bind him, ſtrike 
him, affront him, crucify him, and put hum to death. Though 


he was the kirg f glory, the only Son of the eternal Tather, the 


foure of his ſubſtance; the fplendor of the {a;nis, and the divine 
majeſty whom we adore, yet he became «5 worm, & reproach of un 
and cut caſt of the fee. Ho can we exz't ourſelves, ſeeing him 
ſo humble? If be ſuffered them to abuſe his divinity, humanity, 
and truth; to calumniate his works, his life, and lis goctrinc, what 
can the proud expect? It is by the humiliations of the croſs that 
he reigned, entered into his glory, and ſhewed to all mankind, 


how much he eſteems the humble, and hates the proud. 


Humble my pride, O humble Jeſus! May thy divine Spirit 
become ſenſible to my miſerable heart, and conſume therein that 
ianate. root of pride, which increaſes and ſtrengthens with me; 
which follows me every where, inſinuates itfelf into all my works, 
even the moſt holy, and perhaps has ſome ſhare in the prayer I am 
now making to thee. Extend thy arms, O Lord! ſhew in me the 
-power of thy grace, and confound my pride. Inſpire me with a 
fincere hatred and contempt of myſelf; a cordial and intimate love 
of humility, that I may be worthy of being thy diſciple, love what 
thou lovelt, follow what thou teacheſt, and ſhun pride which thou 
abhorreſt. N 


Second 
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OO Second Inftrudtion, 
Humility ſubie ed Chriſt to his Father, { far as torſuffer the 


ignominious dean of the croſs, out of obedience and love.” He 
taught us thereby how we ought to eſteem obedience, and that we 
mult obſerve ths law of God, even at the expence of our honour, 
our blood, and our life, by reieQing every thing contraty thereto, 
as the peſt and poifon of our fouls, He declares to us alfo, that 
he will not hear thoſ- who defend their non-obſervance of his law 
by excuſes and pretences; or who obſerve ic otherwiſe than he 
has commanded; and that thole perſons live in'a moſt dangerous 
iluſion. Miſerable fnners that we are! alas, how many faults 
to be expiated; and how many evils to be healed, does that 
precious blood find in us! How much more power hath the law 
of the world, and human reſpect, over us, than zeal for tho 
divine law, and how blind is the world we follow ! 


O God of mercy! draw my whole heart to thee, and permit me 
no longer to walk in the ways of iniquity. I return to obedience: 
my preſent reſolution is to hve for the future in entire ſubmiſſion to 
thy will, and to ſuffer rather a thouſand deaths than to difi 
thee. I for ever renounce the laws of the world, and every thing 
I have committed againſt thine. Pardon me, O Lord! by the 
virtue of thy wounds; and grant I may never more depart from 


the obedience I owe thee. 


Compel, O my Saviour! all ſouls to come to thee, by the ſweet 
violence of thy love; ſubject them thus to obedience. O that we 
were all aſſembled in the ſame fold, that we all heard thy voice, 
and that we followed thee every where, O divine ſhepherd of our 
fouls! O love, that canſt do all things; warm, dilate, and inflame 
all our hearts. Deſtroy this ſpirit of independeney and revolt. 
May we be all ſubject to thee out of love, ſince thou haſt redeemed 
us all by love; and may we place our whole glory in being the 
ſlaves of thy goodnels and beauty. 


Third Inſtruction. 


The other foundations of a worldly life are, the love of pleaſures, 
and the deſire of poſſeſſing the goods we ſce: theſe two paſſions 
blind us in ime, and make us loſe the happineſs of eternity. Hence 
it is that Chriſt ſo openly condemns them on the croſs. He is 
poor, naked, and abandoned thereon to that degree, as not = 
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find any one that would give him ſo much as a little drink in the 
burning thirſt he endures. He is ſo overwhelmed with pain, thy 
there is no part of his body free from it; that he cannot reſt his 
head but upon thorns, nor ſupport his body but upon nails, which 
tear his feet and hands. He expires at length in the midſt d 
torments and reproaches, in the privation of all manner of heh, 
O worldly life! O vanity of the human mind! O deſire of riches! 
O ſenſual delights! O ſhameful pleaſures! O unworthy amuſement 
which corrupt touls; what place will ye find in our Saviour; 
croſs? | 


Mercy, O my Jeſus! alas, how many times have I loſt thee, for 
having loved what thou condemneſt upon the croſs? How many 
times have I eſteemed the ſatisfaction of my body more than the 
communication of thy Spirit? O divine goodneſs ! here my tongue 
muſt be ſilent, and my heart muſt bitterly lament at the abomi- 
nation of my thoughts, deſires, and affections. I have finned, 0 
Lord! I have often ſinned, I have grievouſly ſinned. I confeh 
all my crimes and miſeries before thee. Have mercy on me, ( 
my God! O wounds of Jeſus aſſiſt me! O croſs of Jeſus, defend 
me! O juſt judge, command all torments to fall upon me, and al 
creatures to arm Themſelves againit me, to revenge the offences | 
have committed againſt thee. 


Or rather, O ſweet Jeſus! change me this moment; make m 
heart paſs from the fleſh to the ſpirit, from vanity to truth, and 
from earthly things to heavenly ones. Let my life be no longer 
irregular, or, if it is not to ceaſe from being ſo, let it finiſh entirely; 
for it 15 much better to die, than to offend thee. O that thou 
wouldſt crucify, O Lord! my eyes, my tongue, and all the ſenſes 
and deſires of this earthly man! Since thou alone canſt do it, do it 
now; that from henceforth I may live only for thee and in thee; 
ſincerely love thy holy truths; and hate every thing that I har 
loved contrary to thy law. 


Fourth Inſtrufticn. 


Chriſt propoſes himſelf upon the croſs to men, as a model 4 
which they ought to look continually ; and as a maſter, whom they 
ought always to hear: and he declares to them at the ſame time 
that what he there approves, muſt fave them; and what he there 
condemns, muſt deſtroy them. That in all our exterior works 
and in all our interior motions, nothing ſhall be agreeable to bin 
but what may be juſtified by the crois; and that every thing con- 
trary thereto, ſhall be rejected. If we go aſtray after this, it * 


| 
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be our own fault, ſince we haye the crucifix before our eyes. 
If we are blinded by our deſires; if we ſeek to obſcure by vain 
retexts this ſo pure and fo clear a truth, or to weaken it by 
falſe reaſons, we deceive ourſelves ; becauſe in effect we will not ſub- 
mit ourſelves to the lights of the divine wiſdom. 


Turn away my eyes, O Lord! from all vanity, and from my- 
ſelf, that I may always behold thee, that thou mayeſt be always 
preſent to my mind, and that my heart may praiſe and bleſs thee 
continually tor all the favours thou granteſt me by thy croſs. 


E ifth Juſtruction. 


Chriſt not only diſcovers to us on the croſs the illuſions of a 
worldly life, and deſtroys all the foundations theręof; but he alſo 
reaches us moſt clearly the whole perfection of a ſpiritual life. 
For by his croſs he has conſecrated the mortification of all? dif- 
orderly love, the ſincere and entire reſignation to the divine will, 
humility of heart, and fimple obedience, with a pure love and 
diſengaged from all earthly affection. Behold the high-way to a 
ſpiritual life, which he opens to us, wherein he is pleaſed to be our 
guide, our maſter, and our model. 


He propoſes to us at the ſame time the rule of pure love, which 
conſiſts in diveſting ourſelves of all things, to be only with God 
alone; in following Chriſt naked, in a perfect nakedneſs of fpirit ; 
in loving without rule or bounds; in loving by ſuffering, and in ſuf- 
tering by loving, without fearing difficulties, and without excuſing 
ourſelves on account of our weakneſs; becaule pure love can do all 
things, and fears nothing. It even acts in reſt; is free in ſervitude; 
burns without being conſumed; and lives in the midſt of death; 
becauſe Jeſus crucified is its life. - | 


The ſoul thus finds true liberty in the purity of its love: for that 
liberty conſiſts not in doing what one will, and in ſuffering no con- 
tradiction; but in being diſengaged from all creatures, and united 
only to Chriſt; inſomuch that we poſſels him freely; that we be 
not hindered either by love, hatred, or any other paſſion; that no- 
thing may prevent us from ſuffering for him, from leaving all to 
follow him, from deſpiſing all that he has deſpiſed, and from loving 
all that he has loved, fo far as to defire to become for his love, 
the horror and reproach of men. | 


The ſoul that has the happineſs of being crucified with Chriſt, 
2 in ſome manner of the qualities of glorious bodies. 


or when it has once received the impreſſion of pure love, and 1s 
a ſtrictly 
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which it has given itſelf up, by loſing itſelf with all its fenſs 


© God, was proof againſt that ocean of ſorrows, which had over. 


the obſtacles that oppoſe its union with God; as our Saviour, after 
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ſtrictly united to its Saviour, it becomes as it wer e impaſſible in; 
mortal fleſh; becauſe it is never either dejected by ſadneſs, or ek. 


vated by joy; and being ſupported and transformed by lort, 9 


and powers, ſenſible objects cannot diſturb it. It finds itſelf they 
in ſome manner like the ſoul of Chriſt, which enjoying the ſight a 


flowed the whole interior part. 


We may-add that the ſoul which loves God purely, poſſeſſes the 50 
gift of charity by the light of thoſe truths whereby it is illuminatel © 
For as our Saviour's humiliations could not obſcure the iplendor a 10 
his divine wiſdom; ſo the purity of the evangelic maxims never A 
ſhines clearer in the ſoul, than when it is ſurrounded with the dark. 110 
neſs of the world. x 0 


It has alſo the gift of ſubtilty, which makes it break through dl - 


his reſurrection, entered into the room where the apoſtles wer 
the doors being ſhut ; and penetrated the heavens in his gloriow * 


! aſcenſion. obli 


In fine, it is endowed with a kind of agility, which elevates itn 1 
an inſtant from earth to heaven, and carries it every whither, where 


of þ 
its love defires it to be. that 
\ he 

Is it poſſible, O God of my ſoul! that being enlightened if 5 
thofe heavenly truths, which thou teacheſt me on the croſs, I ſhould by i 
ſtill crawl in the duſt, and never elevate myſelf above terreſtrial 4 gen 
fections? All that I can do, O Lord! in the fituation I am in 4 
is to embrace thy ſacred feet, and to beg mercy of thee, Let tly oave 
well-beloved children eat at thy table the divine bread which thou der 
breakeſt to them, it is enough for me, that am a miſerable finer Nein, 
to gather up with the Cananean woman the crumbs that fall from "My 
thence, till it ſhall pleaſe thee to look upon me as one of thy chi- i - 
dren, and to exalt me to the purity of thy love. Give me dr 


O Lord! the ſpirit of thy croſs, the light of thy eternal tut 
and the love of thy adorable perſon. O love! O infinite {weetnels 
O thou hope and life of my ſoul! hearken to my vows, and change 


me into thee. ; Amen. 
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XLV. SUFFERING f CHRIST. 
The Contempt of bis Perſon, and of the Truths which be teaches, 


UR Saviour endured in the whole courſe of his paſſion, 

a very troubleſome ſort of pain, whereof we have already 
ſpoken in ſeveral places, but which we ought to conſider more 
carefully here, becauſe it began again, with more violence, during 
the time he remained on the croſs. This pain was to hear the 
abuſive railleries thrown out againſt him and his doctrine. For thoſe 
that paſſed by, thoſe that beheld him, and thoſe that were crucified 


rided him, and loaded him with maledictions. 


kbar meek lamb heard all thoſe things with an invincible pa- 
tence z but not without an extreme pain. He had ſuffered two 


Lat affronts the night before. The firſt in Caiphas's houſe, where 


der having blindfolded him and ſtruck him in the face, they would 
oblige him as a falſe prophet, to divine who had ſtruck him. 


N The Jews had often experienced that he penetrated the bottom 
of hearts, that their moſt ſecret thoughts were known to him, and 
that having endeavoured in vain to ſurpriſe him by crafty deeds; 
they had always been forced to withdraw with confuſion. They 


: reſolved to be revenged of him, when they ſaw him in their hands, 
by inſulting his divine wiſdom ; and like Fe/eph's brethren; who de- 


ſigning to put him to death, treated him as a dreamer and a whim- 
deal perſon, in regard of the truths he had foretold them: they 
gave our Saviour out of raillery, the name of prophet, in order to 
"Wh cicredit his predictions and doctrine in 4 more offenſive manner. 
Being children of thoſe who formerly could not endure the ſplendor 
1 that ſhone from Mejes's countenance, when he had been ſpeaking 
W's God; they veiled our Saviour's eyes; which enlightened their 
"WY darkneſs, and fo remained in their blindneſs ; but that veil pre- 
judiced none but themſelves: for it did not hinder Chriſt from ſee= 
s into the bottom of their ſouls, and it deprived them of his 
ght, whoſe countenance was to have rendered them happy. 


He ſuffered the ſecond affront in Pilates houſe, where the ſol- 

dlers, after having cloathed him with purple, and crowned him 
vith thorns, as a mock king, ſtruck him again with the reed which 

they had put into his hand inſtead of a fcepter. Our Saviour then, 

& if he bad been convicted of impoſture, obſerved a profound 

F lcace, though it was ealy for him to have ſhewn that he was the 
Vor, II. 8 King 


vith him; the prieſts, magiſtrates, and the pebple; all in fine de- 
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King of Heaven and Earth, by arming the elements and all crea. 


tures in his defence. But he would never permit any thing to di- i 
miniſh his pains and reproaches ; to which may alſo be added, 8 
the unjuſt accufations, the falſe teſtimonies given againſt him before Ml ** 
the judges, the ſtrokes, injuries, and other bad treatments which 5 
he received, the ignominious manner wherein he was dragped » 
through the ſtreets of Jeruſalem; and all that was done only for ” 


de ſtroying in the minds of the people, the reputation which he 
| had acquired among them, the truch of his miracles, and the puri 
of his doctrine. | 


II. But when he was nailed to the croſs, he bore contempts and 4 
| mockeries, which many ſaints have conſidered as the greateſt torment 1 
of his paſſion; becauſe thoſe things which one is moſt ſenſible of 
are they which torment the moſt. Now our Saviour had particylr [ » 
reaſons for feeling thoſe contempts in a lively manner: for though . 
his other pains were arrived at ſuch a height, as in appearance no 
thing could be added thereto; yet they were at leaſt of ſuch a na 
ture, that it is permitted to deſire them; that one may teſtify h 
love towards God by ſuffering them ; and that they are the ſeed of 
a glory much more defirable, than the pain is to be feared. But i 
is not ſo with blaſphemies againſt God, deriſion of eternal truths 
and contempt of the divinity. And though theſe actions may ſome 
times be borne with for juſt reaſons, yet they can never be loyed 


nor deſired; becauſe they are always the object of a lawful hate, . l 
and deteſtation. 5 

| thic 
Chriſt therefore, whom the zeal of the divine honour, for wic it 

he gave his Jife, interiorly devoured, was much leſs tormented wit 0 
the other pains he endured, than with the injuries done againſt God 8 
For his love rendered thoſe ſweet to him; whereas he found no * 
thing in theſe but what was abominable. A ſoul that has felt ho | 
pure God 1s, and has been penetrated with the zeal of his glory 7 


may comprehend, though weakly, what our Saviour's interior bi 
terneſs was at that time. 


Juſtice and conſcience aſſiſt one in ſuffering pain, when he 1 

guilty ; and when one is not ſo, he finds conſolation in his innocence 
but the more love one has for God, and zeal for his glory, t. 
more ſenſible one is of the contempt of his truth; and that ſen! 
bility is ſonietimes ſo great, that a heroic virtue is neceſſary for {up 
porting it. Our Saviour ſupported it with as much filence and md 
deration, as if he had felt nothing; and yet it is certain that tl 
pain was as far above thoſe which he ſuffered in his fleſh, as his lor 
of his father exceeded thai of his body. 


III. 3 
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III. As Jeſus crucified between two thieves, was expoſed to all 
the inſults of the vileſt perſons; fo there was none but took' the li- 
berty of affronting him. They that paſſed by, blaſphemed bim, ſhak= 
ing their heads : and ſaying, vab, theu who deſtroyeſt the temple of God, 
and in three days buildeft it up again; ſave thyſelf : if thou be the Sin of 
Cad, come town from the erofs. Matt. xxvii. 39. Thus they diſ- 
credited his miracles, and attributed to the temple of Jeruſalem, 
what he had ſaid of the temple of his body. 


In like manner the chief prieſts, with the ſcribes aud elders, mocking 
hm, ſaid : he ſaved others, himſelf be cannot ſave : if be be the King 
of Iliael, let bim now come down from the croſs, and ue will believe 
lim. He truſted in Cod: let hint nowo deliver him, if be is pleaſed with 
him: for he ſaid: I am the Son of God. Matt: xxvii. 32- 
people cried out on the other hand: he ſaved others, let him ſave bim- 
ſelf, if this be the Chriſt the eleft of Ged. Luke xxini. 35. 


The ſoldiers alſo made ſport with him, coming, and offering him vine- 
gar; and ſaying, if thou be the King of the Jews, ſave thyſelf. In fine, 
the thieves that were crucihed with him, reproached him; and one 
of them ſpoke to him in ſuch an infolent manner, that the other, 
who began to feel the effect of grace, could not avoid reproving him. 
Luke xxili. 25. | 


But thoſe perſons who appeared fo united in the defign of abufing 
dur Saviour, acted nevertheleſs by different motives. The bad 
thief inſulted him out of impatience; and the vexation he had in 
dying on the croſs; the people out of licentiouſneſs, which is com- 
mon; the prieſts out of hatred, pride, and the {ccret joy, which 
thz ſucceſs of their enterpriſe inſpired them with; and thoſe that 
paſſed by ſhook their heads to ſhew that the fraud was diteovered, 
the truth acknowledged, and the world undeceived. 


Though the evangeliſts have expoſed this part of our Saviour's 
paſſion in few words, yet it ma; be judged by the fury where with 
the Jews were animated againſt him, that they ſaid many other 
things, which thoſe divine writers deemed unworthy of being re- 
lated. For the Phariſces did not fail then to repeat that he was a 
poſſeſſed perſon, 4 Samaritan, and an impoſtor, that wrought mi- 
racles only by the help of devils. Some reproached him with the 
folitude, and abandoned ſtate he was in, after having been followed 
by to great a crowd of people. Others deſired him to preach to 
them from the croſs, the heavenly truths they were ready to hear. 
The people highly. commended the prudence and equity of the 
magil:rates, and gave them a thouſand bleſſings. All in fine, or 
molt of them, condemned our Saviour, who knowing at the ſame 

Q.3 time 
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time the bottom of their hearts, and the rity of his doctrine, vn 
-moſt ſenſibly affected with their — 


IV. This is. a fort of ſuffering wherewith Chriſt often tries hs dh 
moſt faithful ſervants, when he deſigns to purify them entirely Ml the 
from the love of themſelves, and from that of the world, that he Wl bin 
may afterwards beſtow his gifts plentifully upon them. As a vie hin 
captain, he puts his braveſt ſoldiers upon the moſt difficult enter. he 
priſos, and expoſes them to the moſt dangerous poſts, that they ¶ of 
may acquire more glory. pur 


The trial we here ſpeak of, is ſo much the more ſevere, as one Ml Sor 
has often to fight, not only againſt the repugnances of nature, bu Ml dec 
alſo againſt the zeal of virtue. For it does not ſuffice the ſervant of MM his 

God to reſiſt his own inclinations, and the corrupt world; he finds reg: 

himſelf oppoſed by thoſe who paſs for good people, are ſuch even WM orc: 

in reality, and think they do well in perſecuting him. Then it b 

he has extreme need of divine light and ſtrength, for knowing the f 
error of thoſe that perſecute him, and for reſiſting ſo nice ail his 
- temptation, 


It is a great inſtruction for a virtuous man, to ſee that the 
rieſts and magiſtrates employed againſt Chriſt, not reaſon : 
Juſtice, but artifice and authority; that they abuſed the ignorance 
of the people, and the licentiouſneſs of the ſoldiers, to obſcure 


the truth; that the people approved of their conduct, not becauſ¶ neve 
they were holy, but becauſe they were more powerful; that timer 
oppreſſion of the innocent was the effect of a knowing pm 
dence; that men fulleſt of ambition, envy, and ſelf love, molt M 

oppoſed our Saviour's doctrine, becauſe it contradicted their p and 
ſions and deſires; that the people abuſed him, out of a natal deſir 


inclination they have to pleaſe the great and imitate them; a 
that the thieves crucified with him loaded him with injuries, be 

cauſe they made all their happineis confiſt in being delivered tro 

temporal evils, and becauſe they could not believe that he who d 
not deliver himſelf from them, was the Son of God. 


In fine, we ſee they are all actuated either by hatred, intere! 

or malice; that the Holy of Holies paſſes for a maletactor, b. 

cauſe he ſuffers the puniſhment thereof; and that, his hope! 

God is regarded as a vain hope, becauſe God delivers him 

from the puniſhment of the croſs. Such are the judgme" 

of thoſe that perſecute the ſaints, under pretence of zeal * 
juſtice. 


V. 
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v. On the other hand we ſee that the ſon of God embraces his 


croſs in ſuch a manner, that death alone is capable of diſengaging' 
him from it; that he fays not one ſingle word to juſtify himſelf ; 
that he conceals his power till the conſummation of his facrifice ; 
that the eternal Father, very far from defending him, abandons 


him to the inſults of ſinners; that one of the thieves crucified wick 


him was no ſooner illuminated with a ray of heavenly light, than 


he changes his language and ſentiments, acknowledges the divinity 
of our Saviour, and deſires no more to be delivered from the 
puniſhment of the croſs, but only to be received into the kingdom 
of Chriſt. We fee it is by the reproaches of the crofs, that the 
Son of God works ſo many wonders, reigns in the hearts of his 
elect, is acknowledged by all nations, faves ſinners, and confounds 
his encmies; that thoſe who make profeſſion of following him, 
regard him as their mode}, and defire not to overcome but as he' 
overcame. 


If we will conſider attentively in what manner Chriſt governs 
his Church, we ſhall eaſily know how neceſſary it is that thoſe who 
are the members thereof ſhould reſemble their Head. For that 
divine Shepherd often permits his ſheep to be purſued and torn by 
the wolves, He gives up the head of his precurſor, to the revenge 
of an adulterous woman; the life of his apoſtles to the enemies 
of his name ; 'and the goods, repoſe, and reputation of his ſervants 
to the malice of the wicked; becauſe he knows that his Church is 
never more flouriſhing, than when it is adorned with the examples, 
merits, and conſtancy of the ſaints. 


We muſt not then be ſurpriſed if the world knows them not, 
and if it perſecutes them every where: it perfects their virtue, by 
deſiring to deſtroy them. As heaven is the country and kingdom 
of the crucified, God permits them not to be known on earth, but 
only ſo far as is neceſſary for their meriting heaven. He leaves 
them in obſcurity and contempt, that they may ſigh contiuually 
atter a better life; that they may expect only fro:n God alone their 
happineſs and glory; and that the world may not boaſt of having 
honoured the children of God. | 


But, that being obliged to live among the wicked, they may not 
ſuffer themſelves to be ſeduced by the ardour of their zeal, they 
ought ro be perſuaded of two important truths. | | 


VI. The firſt is, that God is never more glorified, and that his 
divine power never appears with more Juſtre, than when his ſervants 
we conformable to Jeſus crucified. For by calmly ſuffering con- 
tempt and oppreſſion, without being concerned about DE 

Fo ee tory; 
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18 they manifeſt that of God; and the world, blind as it is, och 
liſcovers it at laſt in the conſtancy and purity of their virtue. the 
The ſecond is, that they ought above all things to be afraid of abu 
employing violence and artifice, for preventing their perſecutors; WM the: 
for beſides ſuch a conduct being directly contrary to the meeknek WM ini; 
of Chriſt, and making them Joſe infinite treaſures of merits, it is dhe 
certain that the wicked always prevail againſt good people thereby. WM con 
Thoſe who ſeek only to ſupport themſelves at the expence of virtue, WM chi 
and have not the fear of God before their eyes, are always much ene 
better inſtructed in the art of deceiving, than others, of which they WM tho 
have made a particular ſtudy all their life. But thoſe, who walk 
in the way of pure virtue, love ſincerity, and interior peace, and ] 
conduct themlclyes according to the rules of a moſt heavenly WM tho; 
prudence, the ſole application of which is, to ſeek in all things, BMI An 
what 15 moſt agreeable to God. WI 


We are invincible, when we fight againſt thoſe ſort of enemies Wl Givi 
with arms which they are unacquainted with; which are, a Har: 
ponent proof againſt all bad treatment, a pure faith, a firm hope 

God, a diſintereſted charity towards our neighbour, meeknels, [ 
ſilence, and prayer for our perſecutors. For in theſe arms there is 
a divine virtue, which renders us always victorious, fince Chriſt 
our head made uſe of them for overcoming the world, hell, and 


ſin, 


CONTEMPLATION 
On Chriſt concerning the contempt they bad of his truth. 


E heaven and earth, the juſt and ſinners, the angels and 

ſaints adore thee, O thou God of my ſoul! Let me adore 
thee, and praiſe thee, and bleſs thee with them; and let me render 
thee immortal thanks, for having vouchſafed to ſuffer on the cross 
the contempt of thy divine truths. It is true, O Lord! that thou 
waſt covered with reproaches, plunged in a ſea of ſorrows, and 
overwhelmed with the waves of temptation. They were not 
content with making thy moſt ſacred body endure the cruellelt 
torments, they even ſtood up againſt thy divinity : and becauſe it 
was inacceſſible to pain, they preſumed to aſſault it by ſacrilegiou 
railleries, which the zeal of God's glory, conſuming thee interior. 


rendered thee infinitely ſenſible of. 1 
| . f 


89 + *% 
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The wounds of thy body, the falſe teſtimonies, blows, and the 
other reproaches of thy paſſion, were indeed very ſevere pains to 
thee; but they were mitigated by the pleaſure thy love- took in 
{aving ſinners, and obeying thy Father. But to ſee and hear them 
abuſe the ſovereign truth, and the divine nature which dwells in 
thee; to ſuffer thyſelf to be treated as an impoſtor, thou who 
intpiredſt the prophets, fearcheft the bottom of hearts, and from 
whom all truth proceeds, 1s a torment which no created mind can 
. WH comprehend the greatneſs of: and yet, among all theſe blaſphemies 
„iich rend thy heart, thou keepeſt a deep ſilence, allowing thy 
enemies to triumph; and though thou art thyſelf the divine truth, 

thou doſt not confound falſhood and calumny. 


} 

K 

d IT. Whence comes this inſatiable patience, O divine love! Wilt 

du then endure all manner of torments in the higheſt degree ? 

„ad why muſt there be nothing in thee, but what 1s tormented ? 
Whips, thorns, the croſs, and a thouſand other puniſhments are 
inſuflicient for thee ; thou mult alſo behold thy holy doctrine and 

5 WF divine truths, become the ſubject of the railleries and blaſphemies 

cc the people. | 


N Here, O Lord! my heart finds itſelf filled with bitterneſs, and 
my mind ſeized with aſtoniſhment, Thou haſt reſerved for thyſelf, 
WH © Saviour of my ſoul! that ſea of pains; becauſe for ſupporting 
| WT it, a divine ſtrength was requiſite, according to which thou propor- 
tionedſt thy iabours. For that pain is far above the force of nature; 
and if thy ſervants ever happened to be able to ſuffer any thing 
like it, they are indebred to thee for the ſame, O my God! and 
their conſtancy was thy work. | 


I love thee, O divine Jeſus! I love thee: and that deep forrow, 

wherewith I ſee thy heart penetrated, inflames mine ſo, that I with 

I could be conſumed with thy love. The love thou haſt for me, 

is unbounded, not only in its tenderneſs, but alſo in its ſtrength; 

thou art not content with loving me infinitely, thou wilt allo ſuffer 

| WY infinitely for me. Here ir is, O my Saviour! that I ought to 
confels my weakneſs before thee. 


III. When I think I am able to fuffer ſomething for thy love, 
my love conceives a joy thereon. When I imagine thy enemies are 
| @ming to fall upon me, in order to make me abandon thy ſervice, 
I find myſelf full of ſtrength, and i cſolved to reñſt them unto 
death. Even when thy ſervants perſccuce me, though that perſe- 
cution be much more ſenſible to me, yet I ſuffer it a , being 
perſuaded that thou permitteſt it for the puniſh. nent of my faults 


WH But when I find myſelf obliged to ſuffer for having loved the wy 
m 
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and been faithful in obeying thee, thoug? I be convinced thou 
tho 


232 


haſt given me an example thereof, and though I deſire to imitate 
thee, yet that degree of perfection frightens me; and the very 
truth for which I ſuffer, which ought to be my conſolation, 
redoubles my pain. 


, | 
When I behold thy enemies, in order to maintain a falſhood 
againſt thy glory, render the cleareſt truths doubtful among men, [ 
own, O Lord! that that injuſtice overwhelms me, I find myſelf 
too weak for ſupporting it, and have then more need than ever d 
thy help. I acknowledge however, O my God, and my maſter! 
that I ought to love thee without meaſure, and ſuffer without 
diſtinction whatever thou ordaineſt: that after ſeeing thee endure, 
with an invincible patience, the deriſion of thy eternal truths, the 
reſolution I'ought to take, if I am perſecuted for virtue, 1s that of 
meekneſs and ſilence; and without ſeeking here below, with a vain 
diſquiet, the cauſes of what afflicts me, my whole occupation ought 
to be, in diſcovering thy hand, and adoring thy permuſſions, 


IV. O divine Lamb, O ſovereign wiſdom! whence is it, that 
after having taught me ſuch pure maxims, and expreſſed to me ſo 
reat an exceſs of love, thou doſt not accompliſh thy work in me? 
hy doſt thou let me lead a tepid and languiſhing life? Why doſ 
thou not inform me entirely into thy love and imitation? Thoy 
hadſt, O Lord! very juſt reaſons not to ſuffer thoſe blaſphemies; 
and yet, that nothing might be wanting in the perfection of thy 
ſacrifice, thou ſufferedſt them in filence: and as for me, when! 
deſire to enter into mylelf, I find that my little patience, and 
extreme delicacy, proceed not only from the infirmity of nature, 
but from a ſecret pride, which has already taken too deep root in 
me. If thy example be incapable of remedying that diſorder, 
there is nothing but thy love that can heal it. 

Thou knoweſt, O divine maſter of my ſoul! that the pretexts | 
ſeek for withdrawing mylelf from thy conduct, commonly cauſe me 
more pain, than I thould have in ſuffering what thou ordaineſt: 
for then I diſquiet, trouble, and Joſe myſelf; and very far from 
entertaining chriſtian ſentiments, I have not thoſe of a rational 
man. Let me not fall into this blindneſs, prevent me by thy 
mercies, and govern me according to thy good pleaſure; ſince 
thou knoweft what is neceſſary for me in order to become like thee. 
Let croffes and tribulations fall upon me from all ſides, and in 
every manner that thou pleaſeſt; as thou art the faithful friend 
or my ſcul, I am ture they will come to me from thy love. 


\ 


Subject 
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Subject every thing in me therefore to the obedience I owe 
thee. May 1 have no longer any other deſire than that of pleaſing 
thee, nor any other realon than that of thy will. Reſtrain my 
tongue, that I may be filent; curb my thoughts, that I may be 
recollected in thee; and dilate my heart, that I may follow thee 
every where, and eſteem myſelf happy in ſuffering for thee. 


Father of my foul! that thou haſt for me? If thou who art my 
God and fupreme maſter! haſt vouchſafed to ſuffer to ſuch excels 
for teltifying thy love to me; ſhall I do too much, I who am 
but a worm of the earth, if I joyfully embrace the occaſions 
wherein I can ſhew that I love thee? O my Jeſus, and my love! 
place in me for thee what is in thee for me. Since thou loveſt 
re fo ardently, inflame me alſo with thy love. Since thou giveſt 
Wl thyſelf wholly to me, deſtroy alſo in me whatever is contrary to 
1 | | 


V. I here confeſs, O Lord! before thy majeſty, my extreme 
t blindneſs. It is true that by thy mercy, 1 do not blaſpheme 
WH zgainft thee, as the Jews do, who imagine, that if God were thy 
WH Father, he would make it appear, by delivering thee from their 
| WH hands; and that if thy miracles and doctrine were true, thou 
; WH vouldit convince the world thereof, by deſcending from the croſs. 
Ido not infult thee, as the bad thief does, who believes thee 
; WH vithout power, becauſe thou doſt not ſave thyſelf, and him with 


| * 
| When ſhall I have the ſame ſentiments towards thee, O divine 
| 


WH thee. But though I have very oppoſite ſentiments, and though I 
| WH acknowledge thy ſovereign power, yet I find my heart full of 
WH dfidence and uncertainty in occaſions of trial. _ 

| 


When thou aſſiſteſt me in my neceſſities, and ſatisfieſt m 
deſires, then I bleſs thee, O my God! ſing thy mercies, and publi 
thy goodneſs in remembering me; but if thou beginneſt to try me 

by tribulation, if I am in want of any thing, if thou withdraweſt 

dy ſweetneſs, and if thou leaveſt me in drineſs, I become fad, 
dumb, and languiſhing; and my voice which echoed before in 
praiſes and bleſſings, ſends forth nothing but ſighs. So true it is, 
that I am always like myſelf; that is, ſlothful, blind, miſerable, 
naked, and deſtitute of all good. Illuminæ : me therefore, O 
divine light! diſſipate in me all theſe falſe opinions; teach me to 
praiſe thee, love. thee, and acknowledge thee equally in labour and 
reſt, in proſperity and adverſity, on Calvary and Tabor; for thou 
art every where the ſame, always a charitable Father, a faithful 
end, and a liberal benefactor. 


When 
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When we behold a public thief ſuffering near thee, with 6b 
perfect a reſignation, the puniſhment he has incurred by his crimes, and 
thy power appears no leſs, than if thou deliveredſt him from the do 


croſs. When thou movedlt the centurion to confeſs aloud that thou ſuffe 
art the Son of God, and the other ſpectators of thy death to return 
home, ſtriking their breatts, thou ſheweſt no leis who thou art, C 


than if thou didit reſiſt all the endeavours of thy enemies. Thy youl 
divine power is manifeſted ſtill more in thy empire over hearts, port 
than in the empire thou exerciſeſt over bodies. For that reaſon, at tf 
O Lord! it is thou pernutteſt falſhood to triumph, in the eyes of on h 
an ignorant people, over thy holy truths, the knowledge of which ivr 
thou reſerveſt to the experience of love. with 


VI. O heavenly fire! that pierceſt the clouds wherewith they 
endeavour to darken thy ſplendor; and that burneſt in the hears 
of the faints under the aſhes of tribulation. O divine Jeſus! how 
well does pure love acknowledge thee for the true Son of God, 
upon the croſs, whereon thou art nailed, and through the reproaches 
wherewith thou art covered! It not only believes and confeſſes thee, 
but it alſo inſpires a faithful heart with the defire of being crucified 
with thee, 


Who can expreſs, O my God! the wonders which thy croſs 

rates in a ſoul that is empty and diſengaged from the creature? 
What light does it diffuſe therein? what ſecrets does it communi- 
cate to it? with what riches does it fill it? Thou re-eſtabliſheſt in 
three days according to thy promiſe, the zemple of thy moſt facred 
body, deftroyed by the puniſhment of the croſs; and in one 
moment thou raiſeſt up the hearts of thy ſervants oppreſſed by the 
croſs, in order to make them the living temples of thy glory. Thou 
ſaveſt them by crucifying them, comforteſt them by tormenting 
them, and purifieſt them by diſtreſſing them; and what in appea- 
rance ought to deſtroy them, changes them, renews them, and 
enriches them. : 


O God of my heart! how great glory is hidden under thy 
reproaches! what freedom does the enlightened foul find in thy 
chains, what reſt in thy labours, and what ſweetneſs in thy cross 
How weak and powerful, great and humble, amiable and afflicted, 
art thou at the ſame time? Thou art truly an unknown God, and if 
thoſe that encompaſs thee love thee not, it is becauſe they know 
thee not. O infinite love, pure love, and fincere love! fince thou 
burneft for me, why doſt thou not alſo burn iu me? What wouldſt 
thou have of me, O divine love! when thou ſuffereſt ſo much for 
me, and calleſt me fo often to thee? Here J am, wholly ready to 7 
obey thee, perform thy work in me, change me, transform an 
an 
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and conſume me, O Eternal love, Omnipotent love! which canſt 
do whatever thou wilt, and canſt not be overcome by all thou 


ſuffereſt. 


O moſt pure Virgin! obtain me that affliction of love wherewith 
your heart is wounded. Far from weakening your virtue, it ſup- 

rts your life, and makes you remain, wich ſuch great conſtancy, 
at the foot of your Son's Croſs, Ye Saints of Heaven! who live 
on love, refule me not your interceſſions; love that Divine Jeſus 
for me, that I may die in his love, and may continue to love him 
with you for all eternity, Amen. 


XLVI. SUFFERING OF CHRIST. 
Judas and the bad thief”s impenitence. 


ATRED, fear, forrow, and joy ariſe from love: for we hate 
every thing that is contrary to the object we love, fear to 
lole it, are forry Dr having loſt it, and are glad in the poſſeſſion of 
it. He that knows how much Chriſt loves ſinners, what he has 
done for teſtifying his love to them, and what he ſuffered to fave 
them, may eaſily comprehend how far that charitable ſhepherd was 
ſenſible of fear for being the occaſion of the ſpiritual ruin of many, 
of joy for the ſalvation of others, and of ſorrow for the loſs of 
others, | | 


It cannot be doubted but one of the greateſt torments of his 
paſſion was the ſight of thoſe children of Adam that were to periſh, 
by their own fault in not making ule of the ſalutary remedies which 
were prepared for them with ſo much labour and expence. But he 
was particularly ſeniible of the loſs of thoſe who were the miniſters 
of his death, for whom, and in whoſe fight he ſhed his precious 
blood : for he could not behold without a mot lively forrow, that 
thoſe unhappy perſons ſhould damn themſelves, by the very things 
which he ſuffered for ſaving them. | 


It was, without doubt, to expreſs the pain of his Paternal heart, 
that he ſaid by the prophet Jſaiab, i. 24. theſe very ſurpriſing words: 
alas, I will comfort myſelf upon my adverſaries ; and will be revenged 
of my enemies. That is, ſince by their own fault they 1 — 
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rofited by my blood and mercy, my only conſolation ſhall therefore 
be in abandoning them to my juſtice, | 9 


II. But ſince Chriſt was ſo deeply concerned at the loſs of all the 
het how much more was he ſo at the damnation of thoſe 
u whom he had tenderly loved, and to whom he had offered ſuch 
favourable occaſions for ſaving themſelves! Such were the traitor 
Judas and the bad thief ; one ſate at out Saviour's table, and the 
other was his companion on the Croſs. = 


It cannot be denied but Judas received, as well as the other 
apolites, moſt abundant graces of ſalvation, not only for himſelf, 
but allo for many others whom he ought to have ſaved with him, 
For Chriſt had withdrawn him from the world, to place him in 
the number of his choſen diſciples, with whom he entruſted his 
moſt ſecret thoughts, whom he inſtructed with a particular care, 
who were his inteparable companions in labour and reſt. Hoy 
many admirable examples of the moſt heroic virtues did that perfidi- 
ous apoſtle behold in the conduct of his Divine Maſter ! How mary 
words of eternal life did he hear from his ſacred mouth! How many 
times did he taſte, in a moſt holy familiarity, ſuch ſweetneſſes s 
were capable of converting devils ! He received from him the power 
of working miracles, and even wrought many. He often fretd the 
poſieſſed in the name of Jeſus Chriſt ; and all thoſe ſingular graces 
and thoſe molt ſenſible proofs of our Saviour's power, did not ex- 
tinguiſh in that unhappy wretch, the ſpirit of avarice, which in- 
duced him to ſell his Maſter. 


III. That charitable Maſter did not in that moment abandon his 
perfidious diſciple. e made uſe of moſt powerful graces, in order 
to withdraw him from ſo black a perfidy. He gave him his ſacred 
body to cat, and his precious blood to drink, at his laſt ſupper. He 
communicated to him the power of remitting fins, and of ſacrificing 
the ſpotleſs Lamb, according to the teſtimony of St. Auguſtin and 
St. Leo. He waſhed his feet, and added alſo to thoſe exterior marks 
of goodneſs, many interior motions. But ſeeing nothing ſoftened 
te hardneſs of that impenitent heart, he at lai declared to his 
apoſtles that one of them was to betray him, and that it were better 
tor him that was to betray him if he had never been born. 


That miſerable wretch was not moved, either by the careſſes, dt 
threats of cur Saviour, who vouchſafed to receive a kiſs from him 
in the garden of Olives, and upbraided him, for the laſt time, with 
his pertidy, in words capable of ſoftening the ſavageſt heart in yr 

worn 
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world. Friend, {aid he to him, what art thou come for? [5 it with 
4 kiſs thou betrayeſt the Son of man ? This laſt ſtroke, which was ſo 
lively and penetrating, was alſo unprofitable. 1 


But when Judas ſaw that Jeſus was condemned, and that the 
Jews would not take back the money wherewith they had paid for 
his treaſon ; inſtead of having recourſe to the clemency of him 
whom he had betrayed, he hanged himſelf out of deſpair, and gave 
up his miſerable ſoul into the hands of the devils. Thus it is that 
this Divine Maſter, who forces not the wills which he has creared 
free, had the ſorrow to ſee a diſciple periſh whom he had prevented 
with a thouſand favours, and who had never wanted the neceſſary 
helps for ſaving himſelf. * 1 


IV. Chriſt, as it were to repair that loſs, ſeeing that one of the 
thieves who were crucified with him implored his mercy, , promiſed 
him paradiſe immediately, and teſtified thereby how much joy the 
fincere return of a ſinner gave him. It is with difficulty he, con- 
demns ſinners, when he ſees them obſtinate in their ruin, and always 
pardons thoſe with pleaſure who have recourſe to his gootnefs. 
The very inclination he has to pardon, is a certain bur. of the 
ſorrow he feels when he is obliged to puniſh. SHY. 


Thus the thief crucified at Chriſt's left hand, having the ſame 
opportunity as the other of obtaining pardon. for his crimes, and 
being capable as well as he of being waſhed with the blood which 
was ſhed for all finners ; it cannot be doubted but that our Saviour 
was moſt ſenſibly affected at ſo obſtinate an obduracy. For that 
miſerable perſon had heard Chriſt beg with a loud voice mercy for 
ſinners of his Eternal Father. He had ſeen in him a patience more 
than human, a ſilence and meekneſs proof againſt all kind of affronts 
and blaſphemies. He had ſeen the eclipſe of the jun, the earth- 
quake, and the repentance of his companion, who openly confeſſed 
his ſin, accepted with an humble ſubmiſſion to the Divine Juſtice 
the puniſhment of the croſs, acknowledged the Innocence and 
Royalty of Chriſt, by ſay ing to him, Lord, be mindful of me, <chen 
thou ſhalt come into thy Kingdem, Luke xxiti. 42. In fine, he was 
witneſs to the promiſe our Saviour made to that penitent thief, of 
putting him that very day in poſſeſſion of paradiie ; and without 
being touched with that example, in the ſight of Chriſt's blood 
which flowed abundantly, and under the ſhadow of the tree of life, 
he died in his fin, 


The Son of God, as a juſt Judge, condemned him then ; but 
as the Redeemer, a Father, a faithful Friend, and a charitable 
Shepherd, he could not behold without an extreme forrow that 

unhappy 


238 XLVI. Suffering of Chriſt. 


unhappy ſheep periſh through his own obſtinacy, at the very fountaiy 
of ſalvation. Thus our Saviour's torments, though very great and 
ſenſible, were ſtill much augmented” by the interior anguiſh which 
his love for ſinners occaſioned him. 


V. We learn here a moſt important truth, but of infinite con. 
ſolation to us. Which is, that Chriſt defires our ſalvation more 
carneſtly, and has a deeper ſenſe of our loſs, than we can ever either 
have a deſire of the one, or be ſenſible of the other; that he has 
at all times and in every hour, his arms open to receive repentin 
ſinners ; and that he offers the treaſures of his 'graces to All thoſe 
that are willing to receive them. We clearly ſee it in the conduct 
he obſerves in regard of the good thief, whom he was pleaſed to fave 
the firſt of all men, by the confeſſion of the true faith, and by the 
motion of a ſincere charity. For in him the Son of God has given 
us a certain aſſurance, that the ſame place wherein that converted 
"thief entered firſt, is open to all ſinners, 7 


But it js true that this aſſurance which is ſo certain on God's 
part, becomes doubtful by the example of Judas and the bad thief: 
for if there be any places at all, where falvation ſeems ſecure, it is 
in Heaven among the angels, on earth among the apoſtles, and in 
death ſuffered at Chriſt's fide ; and yet the angels were not ſure of 
their ſalvation in Heaven, from whence many fell; nor Judas in the 
apoſtolical ſtate, where he was loſt ; nor the bad thief in the com- 
pany of Jeſus crucified, where he found his condemnation. No 
grace of Chriſt ſaves a free creature, unleſs that creature co- operates 
treely, and uſes the means of ſalvation which Chriſt offers it; but 
he who, forgetting himſelf, abandons himſelf to his irregular appe- 
tites, may be aſſured of his ruin; and the graces he receives 
God, will only ſerve to render him more guilty, | 

St. Gregory relates, in the fourth book of his dialogues, the 
terrible example of a man, who dying in his fin, found himſelt 
damned for ever; and being raiſed up to life again, by a miracle of 
the Divine Mercy, led afterwards fo diſorderly a life, that dying a 
ſecond time, he returned again into the eternal miſcry from which 
God had taken him. 


Chriſt in the goſpel requires the ſervant, to whom he entruſts hu 
talents, to improve them, under pain of being condemned ta 
exterior darkneſs ; to teach us that he who makes not a good uk 
of God's graces, ought not to hope for any ſhare in his kingdom. 


The humble ſervant, that takes care of his ſoul, lives in the fear of 


God, is faithful to his grace, and, always taken up with the houge 
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and deſires of pleaſing him, unites himſelf to him by love, is he 
alone that ſecures his eternal ſalvation. | bs 


VI. That our confidence in the goodneſs of God, may not make 
us neglect our duties, as it happens but too often; and that no one 
may depend upon his laſt hour, by aſſuring himſelf that the grace 
of a true repentance will not be wanting to him at that time; let 
us remember what St. Auguſtin teaches, ſpeaking of the converfion 
of the good thief. © It is certain, ſays that Father, that he who 
« at the laſt moment of his life, turns to God with his whole 
« heart, ſhall receive mercy ; but it is very uncertain whether he 
« who has ſpent his life in the forgetfulneſs of God, and has neglected 
« ſo many graces of his ſalvation, will be ſincerely converted amidſt 
« the pains of ſickneſs, and the terrors of death. For that reaſon 
« jt is that God, having propoſed to us many examples in the holy 
« ſcriptures of ſinners converted during the courſe of their life, 
points out but one ſingle man, who is the good thief, converted 
« at the hour of death; that none of us may promiſe ourſelves a 
like happineſs, out of a preſumptuous confidence.“ | 


CONTEMPLATION 
On Cbrift in the ſorrow he felt on the loſs of Judas, and the bad thief. 


OW admirable is thy goodneſs; O divine Jeſus! What 
charms has thy meekneſs for ſinners! Thy looks convert fouls, 
thy words ſoften obduracy, thy converſation reclaims them from 
error, and thy company unites them to thee: by the bonds of an 
agreeable captivity. Thou art always amiable, always faithful, 
and always generous. Thou ſacrificeſt thyſelf entirely for our fal- 
vation, and ſpareſt thyſelf in nothing, for teſtifying thy love to us, 
and for gaining ours. Thou ſanctifiedſt Magdalen the ſinner at thy 
feet, Zaccheus by entering into his houſe, Matthew by calling him 
to thee, Paul by reproaching him for his unjuſt perſecution, and 
Peter by looking upon him. 


Thou didſt eat with ſinners, ſoughteſt them with earneſtneſs, 
receivedſt them with mercy, defendedſt them with goodneſs, and 
enrichedſt them with magnificence, Thou juſtifiedſt the publican, 
and pardonedſt the thief. Thou haſt left no ſinner without a 
remedy ; and all thoſe that periſh ought to attribute their ruin only 


o the obſtinacy of their own will. Thou haſt taken more care of 


their 
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their ſalvation, than of thy own honour and life. Thou deliveredſt 
thyſelf up for them, weepedſt for their evils, expiatedſt their ſin; 
ſufferedſt the puniſhments which they had deſerved, and ſhewediſ 
on all occaſions how ſenſible thy heart was of the miſeries they 
brought upon themſelves. 


II. Since all thoſe that are loſt occaſion thee fo lively a ſctros, 
what muſt that be thou felt at ſeeing Judas periſh in thy company, 
"and the thief at thy ſide? None but he that loves thee, O my 
God! can comprehend what the bitterneſs of thy ſoul was then; 
becauſe he alone knows the extent of thy love. Thoſe two fin- 
ners were near thee, under thy hand, and as it were in thy nets, 
Thou waſt entirely ready to take them from the devil: but they 
ruined themſelves, and theit 6bſtinacy and ruin was more ſenfible 
to thee than thy croſs. Was it ſtill neceſſary to add that pain to 
all thoſe thou ſufferedit ? | 


May thy divine love, which can forget nothing for the ſalvation 
of ſinners, be eternally bleſſed, O my God and Redeemer ! Evtn 
when Judas was ſelling thee, thou didſt conſecrate him; thou 
madeſt him a prieſt of the ſacrifice whereof thou art the victim; 
gaveſt him thy body to eat, and thy blood to drink; waſhedſt hi 
feet; ſpokeſt to his heart; ſufferedſt him to embrace thee ; treatedſt 
him as a friend when he was a traitor; madeſt uſe of every thing 
for gaining him, of love, fear, ſweetneſs, ſeverity, careſſes, and 
threats; and didſt go to ſuffer for him with a heart full of tender- 
neſs, though thou kneweſt thy ſufferings would be unprofitable for 
him. Thus that unhappy diſciple was loſt, becauſe he would be fo; 
and by ruining hi ir he left thee with thy foul pierced with 
grief. | 


III. Thy love began to feel comfort, when thou beheldeſt 2 
penitent thief at thy right hand, and immediately 1 him 
the poſſeſſion of thy kingdom; but the obſtinacy of the other pre- 
ſently renewed thy ſorrow. O divine love! that art never blind, 
though thou art exceſſive in regard of finners; doſt thou then thus 
forget thy own torments, that thou mayeſt only be ſenſible of our 
loſs? O inſatiable fire! O paternal bowels ! O true, pure, fincere, 
generous, nay prodigal friendſhip! O Jeſus, ſo ſevere to thyſelt 
and fo charitable to ſinners ! is it poſſible that I ſhould not love 
thee with my whole heart ? How can I ſpend one ſingle moment 0! 
my life without loving and ſerving thee ? O that I could be wholly 
buſted with thee, as thou art wholly buſied with me! When fhall! 
ſce that happy time? ſhall it be always delayed, and ſhall I neve! 
be wholly thine? Make haſte, O my God! to inflame me with thy 
love, and to re-unite in thee alone all the thoughts of my _ 

an 
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and all the deſires of my heart: this is what thou deſireſt of me, 
0 Lord! but it is what I cannot attain to without ity help. 


Content thyſelf with the pains I have occaſioned thee by my diſ- 
orderly life, and do not augment them by the loſs of my foul. 
At this moment I reſign myſelf for ever to thy will, receive me into 
the number of thy children, crucify me with thee in time, and' 
permit me not to be ſeparated from thee in eternity. 


IV. O King of glory! O maſter of heaven! O ſhepherd of my 
ſou! ! behold here another thiet whom I preſent to thec, to com- 
fort thee, for the loſs thou haſt lately had. I am this thief, O my! 
God! thou knoweſt I am no leſs guilty than he whom thou ſeeſt 
periſh at thy left hand, nor leſs worthy than he of the puniſhment 
he endures. I have ſquandered away the talents of nature and 
grace which thou hadſt entruſted me with; and inſtead ot improv- 
ing them in thy ſervice, I have abuſed them in offending thee. 
have a thouſand times ſtolen thy glory by my pride and vanity, 
in attributing to my labour, care, and merit, what 1 owed to thy 
grace and mercy. I have frequently finned againſt juſtice, by pre- 
ferring the illuſions of the world and the fleſh to thy holy truths, 
and allowing myſelf to be corrupted by the ſolicitations of my ſelf- 
love. Alas! my life has ſcarce been any thing elſe but a ſeries of 
actions worthy of death. 


How many times mighteſt thou have deſtroyed me, O my God! 
by very juſtly delivering me up to the power of devils, and to the 
puniſhments of hell? but by thy infinite mercy thou haſt always 
borne with me, and haſt expected me till now with an ineffable 
patience; thou knoweſt how greatly I have abuſed it, and art not 
wearied with fo long a delay. But in fine, now is the hour wherein 
am to return to thee; receive this ſinner more criminal than thoſe 
that are crucified with thee. Give me the croſs whereon thou art 
blaſphemed, that its virtue may not be loſt; thou haſt ſanctified 
that croſs by thy virtue, it is reſerved for me. Grant, O Lord! 
that I may be faſtened thereto, and indemhify thyſelf by me for the 
lols of that impenitent thief. | | 


I acknowledge, with the good thief, that thou art the king and lord 
of Heaven ; that thou canſt give me it this day if thou wilt ; and 
that thou never refuſeſt it to thoſe, who return to thee with a ſincere 
ſorrow for having offended thee. Upon the fame croſs, where I 
behold thee covered with blood and wounds, I acknowledge thee 
for my God, my Saviour, and the only Son of the eternal Father, 
| am perſuaded that whatever thou ordaineſt me to ſuffer for my 
fins, is far leſs than what they delerve, But thou, O innocent 
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lamb! ſuffereſt unjuſtly; for thou never didſt any evil, and thou 
art the ſource of ail good. | | 


V. Remember me, O my Saviour! when thou ſhalt be in th 
kingdom, and give me at preſent the place which the bad thief 
poſſeſſes ſo impatiently ; that having been a companion of thy croſ, 
I may enter one day with thee into thy glory. For I dare not aſk 
thee, O Lord! to grant me that favour this day, as thou didſt to 
the good thief; I know too well how unworthy I am thereof; 
I only beg of thee to nail me this day to the croſs, and leave me 
thereon as long as thou pleaſeſt. It is true nothing is nearer heaven 
than the croſs, that it is the ſureſt pledge of glory, the channel of 
thy mercies, and the throne of thy love: but after all, it is the way 
I ought to follow, and the end I ought to aſpire to; and it would 
not be realonable to deſire to attain the end, without walking in the 
way which leads thereto, 


I beg. of thee therefore, O Lord! not the recomperice wich 
I have not deſerved, but the labour which is neceſſary for r ny de- 
ſerving it; in a word, the croſs and thy grace. TI Iis is all 1 de- 
fire at preſent : for my happineſs in this life is to abide, near thee 
O my Jeſus! who art the paradiſe of crucified {quls. There i b 
J ſhall find the aſſurance of thy kingdom, an”, the Hardon of my 
fins; that I ſhall become like thee; that thor , wile . thy love; 
that I ſhall cloſely embrace thee, live fo, the- _ ” 6 5 het 
every thing that is not thee, and die gyeer ! == in order w 
reign gloriouſly with thee. | 0 
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XLVII. SUFFERING OF CHRIST. 
His ſorro mn ſeeing the affiiftion of his Bleſſed Mother. 


HE moſt Bleſſed Virgin had fo much concern in our fal- 
| vation, and in the ſufferings of her Son, that we cannot here 
dipenſe with ourſelves, without an extreme ingratitude, in ſpeak- 
ing of the new pains of that afflicted mother. Her grief was to 
ſee her Son, whom ſhe loved much more than her own life, 
plunged in a fea of torments and ignominies; and our Saviour was 
alſy moſt deeply ſenſible of the point of that ſword of ſorrow, 
wherewith he beheld the heart of his moſt holy mother tran{- 
pierced at the foot of the croſs. - As ſhe had always been the per- 
{ct imitatrix of that well-beloved Son's heroic virtues, ſhe would 
alſo reſemble him in the manner of ſuffering; but ſhe had in- 
teriorly a moſt ſevere combat to maintain: for ſhe was urged on 
one fide by the tenderneſs ſhe had for her Son, and on the other by 
the ſubmiſſion ſhe owed to the order of God, and by the-defire of 
the ſalvation of men. Her charity for ſinners, whoſe advocate ſhe 
already was, deſired that they ſhould have a remedy capable of 
healing their evils; and the motherly love ſae bore to her Son, to 
whom that remedy was to coſt ſo dear, could not think of it with- 
out horror; her heart thus rent found no relief, but in an univerſal 
refignation to the will of God. 


II. The faints that have applied themſelves moſt to the medi- 
tation of Chriſt's ſufferings, have thought, either by a pious con- 
ecture, or by an extraordinary light, that our divine Saviour be- 
holding the time of his paſſion, approaching, to ſatisfy his love 
and obedience towards his bleſſed Mother, went to take leave of 
her, deſired her conſent for accompliſhing of our redemption, and 
declared to her that it was the will of the eternal Father, that ſhe 
ſhould remain at the foot of the croſs, ſee her Son expire thereon 
In the midſt of torments, and receive that crucified body in her 
arms; and when it was taken down from the croſs, that ſhe ſhould 
bury it with her own hands. He ſhewed her afterwards what ſhe 
was to do, and where ſhe ſhould reniain till he roſe again; in fine, 
he recommended his diſciples to her, and the reft of the faithful, 
Not but that he had already told her before what he was to ſuffer 
{vr our ſalvation ; but in that moment he diſcovered to her the 
whole ſeries of his paſſion, that ſhe might accompany him in {piit, 
n the places where he ſhould ſuffer. 
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It is probable that this interview was not ſpent 1n a long diſcourſe, 
and that the eyes and heart had a greater ſhare than the mouth i 
the communication they then made of their ſentiments ; but how. 
ever in ſuch a manner, that the leaſt weakneſs that could any way 
diminiſh the perfection of their obedience and conformity to " 
divine will, did not infinuate itſelf into the tenderneſs they 
Preſſed to each other. For Chriſt, as. the Son of man, md Na- 
turally touched with the ſtate of his bleſſed mother; but becauſe he 
was God, he inſpired her with all the fortitude ſhe had need of in ſo 
great an affliction, and comforted her by moſt divine words, which 
that humble handmaid carefully laid up in ber heart. 


It is ealy to imagine here how happy ſhe would have eſteemed 
herſelf, could ſhe have been crucified in her ſon's ſtead, if it had 
been proper; and that ſhe would much rather have died herſelf 
than ſee him ſuffer. But becauſe God had ordained it otherwik, 
ſhe offered at leaſt the ſacrifice of her heart, whilſt Jeſus ſacrificed 
his body and life upon the croſs. 


III. While our Saviour was going to death, the Bleſſed Virgin 
followed him in ſpirit, plunged in a fea of ſorrows, ſuffering a 
mortal grief, and a kind of agony ; but yet always ſubmiſſive to the 
divine will. Thus it was ſhe entered into her Son's interior ditpoſition, 
when he ſweat blood and water in the garden of Olives, without 
loſing any of that ſubmiſſion ſhe had to the orders of the eternd 
Father: She perſevered in that forrowful prayer, till the time ſhe 
was informed her Son was in the hands of ſinners. For when he 
was taken, and that the Jews, after having ſhut him up in: 
priſon, were gone home to take a little reſt, St. John came to 
give the Bleſſed Virgin an account of what had happened; tel. 
ing her that our Saviour was already condemned to death by the 
Jews, and that he was to be led to Pilate in the morning, that thit 
Roman magiſtrate might confirm their ſentence. 


It is eaſier to meditate in ſilence, what the converſation of the 
Bleſſed Virgin and the beloved diſciple was then, than to expre!: 
it by words. What may be mentioned here as moſt certain, 1 
that ſhe did not give way to any of thoſe irregular motions f 
common to afflicted women; and though ſhe felt within herſel 
an incredible ſorrow, ſhe let nothing appear outwardly that migit 
offend the ſevereſt moderation and decency. 


IV. She departed from her houſe at ſun-riſe, to go in queſt d 
her S Son, and to follow hit to the crols. She went ſilently through 
the ſtreets of Feruſalem, ſprinkling the way with her tears, and fill 


ing the air with her ſighs. Some pious women, follow ers of Chr 
joined 
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ined her; and after walking ſome time, they met our Saviour, 
whom the Jews were leading to Herod; but the crowd was ſo great, 
that they could not ſee him; they only heard the vociferations of 
thoſe that abuſed him, and vomited out a thouſand blaſphemies 
againſt him, 


That divine lamb on his part finding himſelf in the midſt of wolves, 
would have been glad to have ſcen his bleſſed mother; for it is 
common to perions who loye, to have more lively feelings of their 
friends ablence, when they are in affliction, and to deſire their pre- 
ſence, though it muſt be to them an enereaſe of pain. But the 
Bleſſed Virgin could not tee her Son till he was ſhewn to the people 
by Pilate; and then ſhe beheld him bloody, quite covered with 
wounds, and entirely disfigured, cloathed with a ridiculous gar- 
ment, having a crown of thorns on his head, and a reed in his 
hand. Jeſus knew ſhe was preſent at this fight, ſaw the bottom of 
that afflicted heart, and felt his mother's pain no leſs, than the 
points of his own thorns, 


Beſides, that afflicted mother was not only tormented by the ſight 
of an object capable of killing her, ſhe alſo heard the falſe teſtimonies 
wherewith they wounded her Son's reputation, the maledictions they 
uttered againſt him, the outcries of thoſe that required a thief and 
murderer to be preferred to that innocent lamb, and the author of 
lie to be crucified. She heard the herald's voice that proclaimed 
the ſentence of death which Pilate had pronounced ; afterwards 
ſhe beheld that great croſs elevated, which our Saviour was go carry 
himſelf in order to be nailed thereon; and when he began to walk, 
ſhe joined his retinue, ſhedding as many tears, as he ſhed drops of 
blood; and interiorly oppreſſed with a crols of grief, which was no 
lis heavy than that ſhe beheld upon her Son's ſhoulders. 


V. But when ſhe was arrived at the top of mount Calvary, with 
the pious women that had followed our Saviour, when the had a 
near fight of the whole apparatus of that puniſhment, which was 
o cruel and ſo ſhameful at the ſame time, when ſhe heard the 
ſtrokes of the hammers wherewith they drove the nails through the 
fret and hands of her only Son, when he appeared on the crals, 
and ſhe came to conſider that excels of pains, which motherly love 
repreſented to her in particular, being already weakened by the 
ſorrow ful night ſhe had ſpent, the little or no nouriſhment ſhe had 
taken, the tears ſhe had ſhed, and beſides being a woman, a mo- 
ther, and conſequently more tenderly ſenſible, unable to furmount 
the ſenſe of nature, or to ſupport the greatneſs of her pain, the 
fainted away in the arms of thoſe that accompanied her; waich often 


happens in extraordinary ſorrows, even to the moſt rooutt and cou- 
tegeous, Then 
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Then her tears being dried up, ſhe remained ſome time pale and m0 
trembling; and afterwards coming to herſelf, not by any human i 
aſſiſtance, but by a ſecret power which her divine fon communicated on 
to her, that ſhe might ſuffer ſtill more, and recovering all he + 
ſtrength, ſhe aroſe, forced her way through the crowd with $t, = 
Fohn and the women that had followed her, and got to the crok; = 
there ſtanding, and fixing her eyes upon our Saviour, ſhe performed 15 
the office of our advocate, offering interiorly to the eternal Father oe 
the pains and blood of their mutual Son, with an earneſt defire ni 


the ſalvation of all men. She was afraid to ſee him die, and ſhe 
ſuffered in ſeeing him live in torments, which were only to end hy G 
death. She wiſhed that the eternal Father would be leſs rigoroy, 


and yet ſhe was willing that the orders of heaven ſhould be accom. oy 
pliſhed in their full extent, 2 


That divine lamb and that innocent ſheep beheld and underſtoaęi 
one another mutually; they were tormented by the pains of ea gur 
other; and thoſe pains were ſuch, that one may fay, the more we 


conſider them, the leſs we comprehend them. None but the twill ga. 
hearts of the Mother and Son can conceive the whole of ther bes 
ſufferings; becaute the meaſure of their pain being that of thei |. . 
love, to know what they ſuffered, we muſt know how much theylſ 5 
loved: becauſe we are very far from their love. Let us endeavouy 65 
theretore rather to enter into their ſentiments, each of us according 10 
to the degree of our light and charity, than to expreſs them here H . 
our weak words. 5 

COL 


But though it ſeems nothing could be added to the bleffed 
Virgin's deſolation, yet her heart being full of affliction, . ſti \ 
received from time to time new ſhocks by the new circumſtances hs 
of her Son's paſſion; as when ſhe heard him fay ſo amiably to wil and 
Father: 2 God, my Ged, why haft thou forſaken me? When ei pat 
ſaw the Jews preſent him gall and vinegar for quenching d ben 
burning thirſt whereof he complained; when he {ent forth that lou... 
cry wherewith he expired; when ſhe received him dead in h 240 


arms at his being taken down from the croſs; when he was buried, per. 
and when ſhe law herſelf deprived of the preſence of her ve cr 


beloved, whoſe reſurrection ſhe expected ſo earneſtly, that thut 
three days ſeemed to her three years. 


VI. We ſee in the true imitators of Chriſt, who are arrived at tt 
ſtate of pure love, an admirable effect of that perfect charity; tit) 
love and take pleaſure in their own ſufferings, whilſt they bear vs 
torrow thoſe of their neighbour, ſo far as to wiſh to ſuffer them a1! 
rather than to fee others ſuffer them. Our Saviour has given u 
the whole courſe of his life, but chiefly at the time of his paſo 

molt 
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moſt clear marks of his diſintereſted charity: for he was leſs ſenſible 
of the torments he endured by Judas's treachery, than of the 
damnation of that ungrateful and perfidious apoſtle. He declared 
to the daughters of 7eru/alem who wept bitterly, when they ſaw 
him led to Calvary, that he was more afflicted at the miſeries where- 
with they were threatened, than with his own puniſhment. When 
he was elevated on the croſs, as if he had forgot his own torments, 
bis firſt care was to beg pardon for thoſe that had crucified him; 
which clearly ſhews that his love gave him a deeper ſenſe of the 
miſeries of his creatures than of his own. 


Therefore it muſt not be doubted but the pains of his holy 
mother, whom he beheld at the foot of the croſs, were more ſevere 
to him than the croſs itſelf, For that moſt pure virgin was worthier 
of his love than all the angels of heaven, and all the men on earth, 
ol conſequently ſhe was loved more. As alſo no mother ever 
red her fon fo earneſtly and fo tenderly: for ſhe hal been the 
"OY faithful companion of his labours, was holy, innocent, and deſerved 
"i not to ſuffer any pain, becauſe ſhe had never been defiled with any 
"OF fin; and yet ſhe was the moſt afflited of all mothers that were 
"MF bcfore, or came after her. Let us imagine, if we can, what pain 
"WF i: was for ſuch a mother, to fee ſuch a Son expire in the midſt of 
WM © many torments and reproaches. So ſevere a croſs was reſerved 
for her alone, becauſe ſhe alone was capable of bearing it. It is 
tre our Saviour, out of. the reſpect he had for his mother, 
permitted not the executioners to ill-treat her; but the love ſhe 
bure her Son tormented her much more than all the executioners 
could have done. 


3 9 
— | I 


| VII. Our Saviour from the croſs ſaw that his pains pterced the 
"WH cart of his moſt bleſſed mother, he knew all ſhe ſuffered then, 
asd all ſhe was to ſuffer afterwards, for accompliſhing the eternal 
Father's deſigns. Thoſe views were a new torment to the tender 
heart of Jeſus, and his Father had ordained -it fo for compleating 
the ſufferings of the ſacred Humanity, and that nothing might be 
added to the extent of that ſacrifice. This made ſeveral holy 
perſonages think, that this was the reaſon why Chriſt being on the 
croſs, and ſpeaking to the bleſſed Virgin, did not call her his 
mother, for fear ſo dear a name might bring them both fom= 
comfort in their pains: but only ſaid woman, behold thy ſon: for In 
the one hand, he would have his mother ſuffer without confolation, 
and to drink as well as himſelf the moſt pure but bitter cup; bur 4 
the other, he would not abandon her; and thus in regard ot her 
he kept a medium between weakneſs and ſeverity. 


He 
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He took care of her, ſpoke to her, gave her the diſciple he 
loved for a ſon, and faid to that diſciple, behold thy mother: a; 
St. Jobn there repreſented all men, our Saviour commanded u 
all, in the perſon of his diſciple, to honour and ſerve the bleſſed 
Virgin as our mother. St. John received, with an extreme prati. 
tude, ſuch ſenſible marks of the goodneſs of Chriſt; and did not 
think that that dear maſter could leave him at his death a more 
precious inheritance. 


VIII. It was nevertheleſs a great conſolation for that afflicted 
Mother, ſtill to hear the voice of her only Son. She knew that 
by adopting a ſecond fon, ſhe ceaſed not to be the mother of the 
firſt, whom ſhe regarded as her creator and God. Jeſus and May 
mutually underſtood one another; betwixt thoſe two moſt pure 
hearts there was a ſecret communication, and they penetrated the 
ſentiments of each other: thus the holy Virgin accepted of S. 
Jobn in ſuch a manner for her ſon, that ſhe accepted of all men at 
the ſame time for her children; becaule the clearly ſaw that it was 
the will of Chriſt; and that men, after having treated him ſo 
unworthily, would never preſume to return to him, if he had not 
given them his own Mother for a mediatrix. 


She entered into all her Son's intentions, aſſumed the heart of 
a mother for ſinners, and regarded them as the children of forrow, 
whom ſhe had brought forth at the foot of the croſs. Thus that 
ſea of torments, wherein Jus and Mary were plunged, is become 
for ſinners a river of peace, and a fountain of bleſſings. Let us 
therefore have our eyes continually fixed on thoſe models of perfec- 
tian, let us conſecrate to their ſervice the remainder of our life, let 
us endeavour to follow the ſteps they have pointed out to us, and 
let us be perſuaded, that in order to be agreeable to God, we mult 
become like Jeſus and Mary. 


CONTEMPLATFON 


On Chriſt, in the pain which his Bleſſed Mother's deſolation oceafunes 


him, 


WEET Jeſus! innocent lamb! thy torments are without 
meaſure ; thou not only feeleſt thy own, but alſo thoſe of thy 
bleſſed Mother. O pure hearts! hearts full of grace, bears 
inflamed with love, hearts ſo united and afflicted, aſſociate me re 
| e 
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the participation of your ſufferings, and make me feel thoſe of the 
Son and of the Mother. You deeply felt, O molt bleſſed Virgin! 
the immenſe pains of your only Son, becauſe you are the tendereſt 
of all mothers. Thou hadit a lively feeling, O divine Jeſus! of 
the interior torments of thy holy Mother, becauſe thou art the moſt 


grateful and generous of all ſons, Methinks I behold you both, 


O moſt innocent lamb! O moſt pure ſheep! amorouſly bewailing 
each other, and feeling each others pain without any conſolation: 
the purer your pain is, the more bitter it is. O inhuman hearts of 
men, obdurate hearts, hearts more inſenſible than the rocks! Why 
are ye not rent with griet? Why do not ye melt in tears, at ſeeing 
ye are the cauſe of all thete torments? What has this divine 
Saviour done to ſuffer ſuch great evils? What has this moſt holy 
Virgin done to feel ſuch great ſufferings on that account? 


Is it not thou, O abominable ſinner! that art become by thy 


crimes the executioner of thoſe two moſt pure and innocent hearts? 


O hearts full of juſtice and goodneſs! I can no longer hear the 
reproach of having reduced you into this ſtate : either pardon me, 
or take revenge on me. Since all creatures obey thee, O Jeſus! 
command them to puniſh me; fend me thy pains, and thoſe of thy 
bleſſed Mother; it is reaſonable I ſhould ſuffer them all, fince I 
have been the cauſe of them all; but at leaſt let me help you to 
ſuffer them, and take a ſhare in them with you. O Jetus! thou 
love of my ſoul! O Mary! my hope and refuge! take from me the 
pleafures of life; and fince yours were entirely ſpent in pain, 
permit me not to finiſh mine without having taſted the ſalutary 
bitterneſs of the croſs: for I am thy ſervant, O Lord! and the fon 


H thy hand-maid, 


II. Whence comes it, O bleſſed Virgin! that your joys are 
turned into forrows? If your joys had been like thoſe of the 
world, that change would be reaſonable; bur you never taſted any 
but moſt heavenly joys. God poſſeſſed you from the beginning of your 
70e; and you never loved any thing but what came from him, or, 
what might lead you to him. You had joy in being the Mother 
of God, and full of God; in bringing forth your only. Son, in 
holding him in your arms, in nouriſhing him with your milk, and 
in ſeeing him adored by ſhepherds, kings, and angels; and ac- 
knowledged by Simeon and Anna for the Saviour of mankind. 
During the thirty years you lived with him, all your pleaſures were 
interior, divine, and ſpiritual; and your moſt pure foul, amidft 
the tranſports and raptures which the love of Jeſus your Son and 
God occaſioned you, was always elevated and transformed into 
him. Was there any thing in theſe ſweetneſſes that deſerved to be 
changed into bitterneſs? Ought you to have had any ſhare in our 

miſeries, 
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miſeries, which are the inheritance of the unhappy children of 
Adam, you who had no ſhare in his fin; and ought this land which 
we inhabit to have been to you a valley of tears? 


Blind and fooliſh ſinner, thou ſeeſt the queen of angels drowned 
in a fea of ſorrows, and thinkeſt thou on nothing but procuring 
thyſelf delights? Bluſh at thy delicacy in the preſence of Jefus and 
Mary; weep for the time thou haſt loſt in plraſures, and for the 
bad uſe thou haſt made of thy ſufferings. Jeſus the only Son of 
God dies in torments; Mary his moſt bleſſed Mother has her heart 
pierced with a ſword of ſorrow; and thou, O ſinner! who haſt 
deſerved hell, ſeekeſt pleaſures and conſolations on earth. 


III. Whilſt you lived with your Son, O moſt pure Virgin! you 
always expected that ſorrowful ſword which the holy old man 
Simeon had foretold you in the temple ; you now fee his prediction 
accompliſhed; and your pains are extreme, becauſe they are pro- 
portionate to the greatneſs of your love. Your well-beioved Son 
finding that his hour approached, and that he was going to be 
delivered up to finners, comes to bid you adieu, and to declare to 
vou at the ſame time, that it is the divine will you ſhould ſee him 
fuffer and die on the croſs. St. Jahn acquaints you that Jeſus is 
apprehended, and that they are dragging him before the judges: 

ou immediately go out of your houſe, run through the ſtreets of 
Feruſalem, watering them with your tears, and find the Lamb of 
God in the midſt of thoſe hungry wolves. 


You ſee him afterwards, no longer adored by angels and kings, 
but expoſed to the laughter of the people as a mock king, loaded 
with injuries and maledictions, and at laſt condemned to the crols, 
He carrics 1t upon his ſhoulders, and you follow him to Calvary: 
there you behold the apparatus of his puniſhment ; you hear the 
ſtrokes of the hammer which drives the large nails into his feet 
and hands, and pierces your heart at the fame time. You behold 
him elevated on the croſs, and that fight tears your bowels, and 
freezes the blood in your veins. You remain ſtanding at the foot 
of the croſs, and there ſpend the cruel moments, till your Son 
expires. You receive him into your arms when they take him 
from the croſs, you wrap him in a winding-ſheet, perform the 
{ame duties towards him after his death as you performed at his 
birth, and perform them towards him with the ſame love; but with 
very different ſentiments : for you then twam in joys, and now you 
are drowned in forruws, 


Nevertheleſs your virtue ſupports you; your faith, love, and 
ſubmiſſion to the orders of God, abandon you not on this occaſion; 
every 
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every thing afflicts you, and nothing dejects you. Great is your 
affiftion as the ſea; and you ſtand at the foot of the croſs. To 
know what paſſes in your ſoul, O moſt holy Virgin! we muſt 
comprehend how much you love your ſon, and what he ſuffers: 
for his torments and your love are the meaſure of your compaſſion. 


IV. When your faithful ſervants and true friends conſider your 
pains, O queen of heaven! they melt in tears; and there is nothing 
but what they would ſuffer, if their ſufferings were capable of 
comforting you. What then are the ſentiments of your only Son, 
who always loved you ſo tenderly? What does he not ſuffer in 
ſeeing the anguiſh of your heart, and the deep ſilence you obſerve? 
You are by him, and ſpeak not to him. But what ſtill augments 
his pain is, that he cannot diſpenſe with himſelf in ſuffering what 
afflicts you, and that you cannot ſee him afflicted without ſuffering. 


O eternal Father! O God of all conſolation! Why doſt thou 
not give ſome of it to thoſe deſolate hearts? Why doſt thou 
crucify them fo? Why doft thou not aſſiſt thy only Son and thy 
faithful handmaid? Why dott thou violate thy own law, which 
forbids to ſacrifice the lamb with its mother? For the ſame nails which 
taiten Jeſus to the croſs, pierce the heart of Mary. Haft thou 
more care of animals that can neither know nor love thee, than of 
thy deareſt friends? It was not lawful formerly to kill a ſheep on 
the fame day that its lamb had been taken from it; and thou 
ſacrificeſt on the ſame day both the Son and the Mother. It is 
thou, O eternal Father! that condemneſt them to fo cruel a 
puniſhment; the love they have for one another is the executioner 
of thy ſentence; and that nothing may be wanting to their pain, 
they are tormented in the ſight of each other. Bleſſed for ever, O 
my God! be the exceſs of thy mercy towards ſinners. I am not 
weary in praiſing, adoring, and glorifying thee; and I wiſh I could 
ſpend myſelf in thankſgivings, when I conſider the admirable works 
of thy infinite love. | 


V. O Son of the living God! O divine light of my foul! J 
conjure thee by the love wherewith thou loveſt me, to imprint thoſe 
ſublime truths in my heart, to baniſh from thence the deſire of 
Iman conſolations, to confirm me in thy love, and to fortify the 
will I have to ſuffer in order to teſtify my love to thee. It thy 
own advantage was no ground for thee of ſuffering, if what ought 
to have been thy conſolation augmented thy pain, if thy bleſſed 
Mother was thy torment, as thou waſt hers; am I not very blind 
to ſeek glory, pleaſure, and ſupport in things that furround me? 
Where ſhall I go, by following another way than that thou haſt 


pointed out to me? Shall I ſtill remain long in this illuſion I m 
in 


. —— ͤ— 
S © 


252 Contemplation on XLVI. Suffering. 


in? Shall I yet fly from thee long, O Jeſus, my love and my wiſdom! 5 
Shall this earthly man never begin to expreſs in himſelf what he ſo to 
clearly beholds in thee ? he 


How can I fee thee die on the croſs for me, and ſtill be in loye 
with life, unleſs it be to ſpend it with thee; as thy bleſſed Mother did? 
Ought not the light which comes from thy croſs to diſpel all my 
darkneſs, and to undeceive me for ever concerning the falſe maxims | 
have followed! Riſe upon me, O divine light! illuminate my mind, 
warm my heart, guide my ſteps, and govern all my powers; I reſign 
myſelf to thee; grant, O Lord! that this reſignation may be pure, ; 
ſtacere, and without reſerve; grant that I may love thy ſufferings, | 


and imitate thee in mine; grant, in fine, that all my conſolation in hi 
this world may be in loving thee, and in ſuffering tor thee. m 
ſe 


VI. What ſhall I render thee, O God of my heart! for all the w 
benefits thou haſt granted me! How ſhall I acknowledge the T 


admirable inventions of thy love? Thou turneſt every thing to my ni 
advantage. Even the grief thou haſt in ſeeing thy bleſſed Mother ſe 
upon the point of loſing her Son, becomes for me a ſource of tl 
bleſfings. Thou giveſt me this holy Virgin for a mother and ſc 
mittrets. ſubſtituteſt me in thy place, and requireſt me to be the b 
Son of thy Mother, that ſhe may aſſiſt me, protect me, and com- n 
paſtionate me in my miſeries, as ſhe had compaſſion on thee in thy Ic 
pains. Couldſt thou not comfort that afflicted Mother, but by ti 
giving her children of wrath? What are we towards making up the 
loſs the has ſuſtaincd in loſing thee? Ah, Lord! how exaited are 
thy views above ours; but how full of goodneſs are they for us: at 
It is becauſe Aary is the mother of our Saviour, that the is to be 0 
that of ſinners. If we are not miſerable children, how ſhould ſhe ſe 
be a mother of mercy ? f; 
| d 
Be thou bleſſed, O my amiable Redeemer! at all times, in all 
places, and by all creatures. Nothing eſcapes thy affection. All 
the circumſtances of thy Paſſion are treaſures of graces for men, Ti 
and no evil befals thee but from which thy witdom draws tome ti 
good for the ſalvation and comfort of thy ſervants. Permit me C 
not, O my Saviour! to be without a remedy in the midſt of to f 
many remedies; receive me to thee, and regard me always as 7% I 


ſervant and the ſon of thy haudinaid. 


1 8 


O moſt holy Mother of God! remember that though you 
bronght forth your only Son without pain in the ſtable of Berhlebem, 
von have brought forth children at the foot of the croſs with incre- 
dible pains, att me, protect me, fince I have coſt you ſo dear; 
have always in regard of me the bowels of a mother, and let not 
your unworthy ion periſh, And ye citizens of the wn 

alen, 
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alem, who are the beloved children of that amiable Mother, pray 
for her unnatural children, that they may return to her, and by 
her to Jeſus, with whom ye reign for all ages. Amen, 


** 


XLVIII. SUFFERING of CIIRIST. 
He is forſaken by God bis Father. 


II is a great conſolation for an afflicted perſon, to have faithful 
[| and aſſiſting friends that compaſſionate him in his ſufferings, and 
hinder him from thinking thereon; but to be overwhelmed with 
misfortunes, to ſee nothing around him but what augments the 
ſenſe thereof, and to find himſelf without ſupport both within and 
without, is what may with reaſon be called the height of miſery. 
The faithful ſervants of God almoſt all undergo this trial; becauſe 
nothing is more capable of purifying them: but as it is extremely 
ſevere, God, who always ſpares our weakneſs, commonly leads 
them thereinto by degrees. Thus, when he is reſolved to bring a 
ſoul into thoſe ways of loſs and dereliction, and to diſpoſe it there- 
by for the great favours he deſigns to communicate to it; he ar firſt 
makes it feel the importunity of temptations, that it may begin to 
loſe the reliſh of worldly things, and to exerciſe itſelf in the imita- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt. | 


Afterwards, when it is ſubject to God, when it diſcovers and 
adores in croſſes the hand that ſtrikes it, God deprives it of the 
confolation which proceeds from creatures, that it may no longer 
ſeek any conſolation but in him alone; and that creatures by their 
falſe comforts may not gain any part of the love which is entirely 
duc to God. 


In fine, when the ſoul being ſeparated from creatures, has 
renounced every thing that it could expect from them, in order 
to reſign itſelf entirely to God, and deſires no longer to taſte any 
conſolation but what comes from him, then God begins to hide his 
favours, communicating himſelf to the ſoul only by unknown ways; 
it no longer feels the prefence of its well-beloved, and it falls into a 
general deſolation, becauſe it receives no comfort, either from God, 
or creatures: and all this happens in it, that it may purify its love, 
learn to ſeek God, not for his ſweetneſs, but for himſelf, and lets 
regard what he gives, than what he is, and what he deſerves. 


Here it is that the ſoul ſubje& to God, without any regard to 


- 4t{e]f,, ſets no bound to its reſignation, being indifferent _ all 
ings, 
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things, and as content on the croſs as in joy, it no longer wills any 
thing but what God wills. This is what is called the flate of pure 
love, which is fo little known, is deſired ſtill lefs, and to which 
one ſcarce ever attains. Thoſe that feek God with their whole 
heart, though they arrive not at the ſummit of this happy ſtate, 
have at leaſt the conſolation of advancing in the way, according to 
the meaſure of grace which God communicates to them. But 
ſouls that have attained to perfect reſignation, and remain faithful 
therein, know by experience that there is no pain equal to it, and 
that it is much eaſier to ſuffer martyrdom of the body, than the 


martyrdom of the ſpirit. 


IT. Thoſe choſen ſouls comprehend much better than others, 


how much indebted we are to our Saviour, who was pleaſed, 
among ſo many other pains, to bear alſo this exceſſive dereliction 
without any conſolation. For he difpoſed things ſo, that thoſe 
which ſeem only the circumſtances of his Pallion, were more painful 
to him than the principal torments which they made him endure, 
The ſenſual man eſteems none great evils but thoſe which afffict the 
body, becauſe he ſcarce knows any other: but the ſpiritual man, 
who, according to the expreſſion of St. Paul, judges and diſcerns 
ell things, knows that the mind has its pains, and that they are as 
far above corporeal pains, as the ſpirit is above the body. 


Such was the dereliction of Chriſt on the croſs: for far from 
receiving any comfort from creatures, it ſeems they are all conſpired 
in tormenting him. His friends, his diſciples, his apoſtles took 
flight; one of them betrayed him, another denied him; and he 
that followed him even unto Calvary, afflicted him more than he 
comforted them. The bleſſed Virgin and the other devout women 
that were with her, redoubled our Saviour's pain by their tears, 
and could not give him any relief. Of fo many perſons whom he 
had inſtructed, healed, and delivered, or whom he had miracu- 
louſly fed in the deſert, there was not one that endeavoured to do 
him any ſervice, or that appeared to take any ſhare in his pains, 
His enenues and executioners not ſatisfied with putting fo cruel a 
ſentence rigorouſly in execution, added new torments thereto by 
preſenting him gall and vinegar; they pierced him alto with a ſpear 
after his death, and in fine, they caſt lots for his garments at the 
foot of the croſs. 


But what we cannot refrain from obſerving here is, that they 
exerciſed all theſe cruelties with as much joy as if they had 
delivered the nation from a public peſt. There appeared in thar 
conduct nelther reaſon, juſtice, gratitude, nor compaſſion ; and that 
exceſs of obduracy allo occaſioned our Saviour, who loved them, 
and died for them, an infinite pain, III. He 
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He was not only forſaken by men, but alſo by angels; and none 
of thoſe bleſſed ſpirits that had defcended from heaven, to adore 
him in the manger, endeavoured to comfort him on the croſs. As 
the winds had obeyed him, and the ſea had formerly become firm 
under his feet, ſo he had reaſon to expect at leaſt ſome relief from 
inanimate creatures, and to hope that the wood to which he was 
nailed, that the nails, and the thorns would have ſoftened their 
natural hardneſs in his favour ; but he alſo found nothing on that 
hand but rigour and inſenſibility. He was deprived of the ſun's 
light, ſtript of all his cloaths, buried in a winding-ſheet that 
belonged not to him, and in the burning thirſt he endured, he 
could not obtain a glaſs of water to refreſh himlelf. 


Much more, the heavenly Father who 1s the true refuge of the 
afflicted, and the Holy Ghoſt who is called by excellency. the 
comforter, forſook him alſo in this extremity, and would not 
diſpenſe with him in the leaſt of the pains which he was to ſuffer 
for our ſins, by the diſpoſition of the eternal counſel. Thus, the 
Father of mercies delivered up his well-beloved Son to the rage 
of the executioners, and to the power of darkneſs, that they might 
with one conſent glut their whole fury and malice upon him, 
without any diſcretion. 


IV. His ſoul itfelf, though it was happy, communicated to the 
body only the life and ſtrength which was requiſite to it for ſuffering 
and dying. As God always proportions the ſufferings of his ſer- 
vants to the grace he gives them, ſo he meaſures the defolation of 
our Saviour according to the plenitude of grace which was in him. 
Therefore this dereliction was ſo ſenſible to him, that though he 
had ſupported the other torments of his Paſſion with a wonderful 
ſilence, he could not diſſemble this, but amorouſly complains 
thereof to his Father, ſaying: my God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken 
me? Theſe words are not an effect of diſpleaſure or impatience, 
they are rather the language of a filial confidence, which urges 
Chriſt to diſcover the excels of his pain to his eternal Father, as one 
friend ſometimes relates to another what he ſuffers for him, though 
he ſuffers it heartily, and is ready to ſuffer it ſtill more, if it were 


neceſſary. 


The Son of God clearly ſhews that this complaint contained 
nothing bitter, and that impatience had no ſhare in it, when 
he fays afterwards, I thirſt: for by thole words he procured 
himſelf a new torment, by giving occaſion to the Ic of preſenting 
him gall and vinegar. So he demanded not an end of his dere- 


liction, but teſtified that his humanity, in the extreme deſolation 
herewith it was oppreſſed, withed tor ſome relief. . 
V. This 


ad" 
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V. This dereliction of our Saviour had been, foretold mam 
ages before by the royal Prophet, P/al. xxi. 1. O God, ny 
Goa, la upon me, ſays he, why hajt thou forſaken me? And he 
immediately gives the reaſon thereof; becaule far from my al. 
vation are the words of my fins, that is, the ſins I have taken 
upon myſelf, He particularly relates in the continuation of the 
lame Pjal/m, how he was delivered up to his enemies, and how 
they made a jeſt of the confidence he had in God. And in 
another place, after having ſpoken of the greatneſs of the Son 
of God made man, he is aftoniſhed to ſee him thus forfaken, 
Pſal. Ixxxviii. 39. thou haſt, ſays he, ſpeaking to the eternal 
Father, rejefted aud deſpiſed, thou haſt been angry with thy Chriſt; 
thou haſt overthrown the covenant of thy ſervant ; thou haſt Profaned 
his ſanfluary on the earth; thou baſt deſtroyed all the hedges theredf, 
that he might be expoſed to the violence of men and fury of 
beaſts : thou haſt made his ſtrength fear, and haſt become terrible 
to him, inſtead of being his protector. A that paſs by the way 
bave pillaged him, he is become a reproach to his neighbours : thin 
haſt exalted the right hand of them that oppreſs him; thou baf 
made all his enemies joyful: thou haſt turned away the help of his 
fword, and haſt not aſſiſted him in battle; thou haſt deprived hin 
of his ſplendor, and his ſeat thou baſt broken down to the ground: 
thou haſt leſſened the days of his time; thou haſt overwbelmed hin 
with confuſton. How long, O Lord! daſt thou turn away for ever, 
ſhall thy wwrath burn as a fire? 


In fine, David beholding in ſpirit the bleſſings which our 
Saviour's humiliations were to produce, breaks out into thankl- 
givings: bleſſed be our Lord, lays he, for ever; /o be it, fo be it. 
From thence we. ought to conclude, that ſince the Holy Gholt 
has cauſed the derelictions of Chriſt to be deſcribed fo fully and 
with ſuch great care, it is that we may never loſe the remembrance 
of them, and that we may not be ignorant of the infinite obli- 


gations we he under to him. 


VI. This would be the place to ſpeak of the interior deſo- 
lations which are ſo common in a ſpiritual life; but the example 
of Jeſus forſaken on the croſs, is ſo remarkable, that we may 
eaſily draw from thence, all the inſtruction which deſolate ſous 
have need of, for preſerving them from ſinking under the great- 
neſs of their pain. So I ſhall content myſelf with obſerving three 
things, very proper for inſtructing and comforting them at the 
tame time. : 


The 


"ke 
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The firſt, that though our Saviour has recour* to his Father 
in the extreme pain he was in, yet he defires not, either to be 
delivered from thence, or to be comforted therein ; and he refuſes 
the relief he might have given himſelf as God, by darting upon 
the inferior part of his foul, a ray of that beatific joy, Which the 
ſuperior part poſſeſſed the fulneſs of; but he would accompliſh his 
work, and perſcvere till death in that dereliction, in order to teach 
his afflicted ſervants, firſt, that they ought not to think all loſt, nor 
deſpair of their advancement, when they find nature oppreſt under 
the weight of deſolation; becauſe that ſenſe is to them a ſource of 
merit. Secondly, that the moi? cfficacious remedy in theſe fort of 
pains is, to have recourſe to God, from whom they come, not by 
deſiring him to take them from us, or to diminiſh them; but by 
receiving them with an humble ſubmiſſion to his holy will, without 
begging any other help from him, than what is necetary for ſup- 
porting them with fidelity and perſeverance; to which ve muſt 
join frequenting tlie ſacraments, and the advice of. an able di- 
rector. 5 


For, as it is of faith, that God is the author of our afflictions, 
and that he ſends them, or permits them always for our good, 10 
we cannot doubt but recourſe to him with a heart ſubmiſſive to his 
orders, is the ſureſt means, not only of bearing the croſs without 
looking back; bur alſo of finding a ſolid peace therein. There is 
no ſacrifice more agreeable to God, than thus to reſign ourſelves 
entirely to his providence, by renouncing all conſolation, except 
that which he vouchſafes to give us at ſuch time and in ſuch a 
manner as he ſhall pleaſe, | 


VII. The ſecond thing which diſconſolate peaple ought here to 
be adviſed in is, not to let themſelves be overcome by temptation 
which commonly accompanies this ſtate, and which induces them 
to believe that God has withdrawn his hand, and has entirely for- 
2otten them. This thought is equally faile and dangerous: for 
Faith teaches us, that the Eternal Father could neirher forget nor 
abandon his only Son, though he left him for a time in an extreme 
deſolation. On the contrary, he thereby accompiithes in an ad- 
mirable manner, what he had promited him, when a Heavenly 
voice, heard by many, pronounced theſe words; I have both 
glorified it, and 1 will glorify it again, John xi. 28, viz. the 
tame of God. Indeed it was by the way of ſufferings that God 
the Father led his Son to victory and triumph; and it was thereby 
that he made him be known and adored by all nations, acquired 
oy an infuute number of fouls, and tubjected all his enemies to 
um. | 


Vox. II. 8 Is 
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If it be therefore true, that God was pleaſed to glorify his Son 
by the torments and reproaches of the Croſs; can it be doubted 
but that he prepares a crown of glory for thoſe, who endeavour to 
imitate our Saviour by their patience in afflictions? This ſentiment 
weuld be very unworthy of the goodneſs of God, who himſelf 
aſſ\.res us by his prophet ; that cur Lord is near to all that invoke him, 
that are of a contgite heart; and the humble of ſpirit he will ſave, 


Pſal. cxiv. 19. xxxIIl. 19. 


VIII. The third advice that muſt be given to ſouls in deſolation 
is, that Chriſt, according to the oblervation of St. Cyprian, endured 
that pain, not only to ſerve us for a model in thoſe which befal us; 
but much more alio for m:<riting us the courage of perſevering 
therein, and the coniolation which is to follow them. Hence it 1; 
that however forſaken a ſervant of God may be, he never will be 


forſak en to fuch a degree as Chriſt was. This Divine Saviour 

treats us much more mildly than his Father treated him. He want 

every tlang in his dereliction, and we want nothing in ours. He A 
15 ne with us in tribulation, according to his promiſe; and Xx 
th ug his aſſiſtance be not ſ-1ſble to us, though it be not even Z 
knov'r: to us, yet wc cannot ſo much as doubt but that it is real and " 
true; aud we are always ſupported, though we do not always ke F 
the hand tat ſupports us. x 


Thus when our Saviour ſends forth from his diſconſolate heart, 
_—_ molt touching words: my God, my God, why haſt thou forſates il f 


2? which is as if he had ſaid to his Father: remember, O ny iy 
God! the rcaſon why thou haſt forſaken me, it is that after me * 
thou mighteſt never forſake any one. I conjure thee therefore, . in 
the extreme dereliction into which I am reduced, never to forlake th, 


any of thoſe that ſhall be afflicted by thy orders or permiſſion. WW 60 
Receive them all, O my God: protect them, glorify them, as th t 
glorifieſt me, and make them comprehend that a ſoul is never mori ,,. 
agrecable in thy ſight, never nearer to, nor more worthy of the, 5 
than when thou ſcemeſt to have entirely forſaken him. 
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CONTEMPLATION 


On Chrift forſaken by God his Father, 


TRUE. Comforter of afflicted hearts! only Hope of dejected 

minds! faithful Lover of diſconſolate ſouls! O Jeſus the 
ſtrength of the weak, and refuge of the forſaken ! what abyſs of 
forrows is that, in which I ſce thee plunged ? How doſt thou break 
that admirable ſilence which thou hatt ſo conſtantly kept? What is 
become of that patience wich was proof againſt all things? Does 
it begin to eſcape thee, O ray Saviour! and break out into com- 
plaints and fighs? Art thou become like me, who tremble at the 
light of the leaſt danger, imagine myſelf in the bottom of the ſea 
when the ſtorm ariſes, and am without conſtancy, confidence, and 
to uſe thy own words, a man cf little faith? Yet when I have 
courage enough to throw myſelf into the fea, over which thou 
wouidſt have me paſs, I find thee immediately, and tliou makeſt 
me walk dry foot thereon. Thou makeſt firm under the feet of 
thy ſerveuts, the waves of tribulation, and ſuffereſt thyſelf to be 
overwhelmed therewith, 


O Divine Lamb! that haſt been till now ſo mild, ſo patient, and 
ſo calm; haſt concealed all thy pains in thy heart; and halt ſuffered 
without complaint and contradiction every thing they made thee 
ſuffer ; thou beginneſt to ſpeak, expreſſeſt thy pain, breakeſt out 
in tighs, and complainelt to thy father in terms capable of ſoftening 
the very rocks. Whence can this change come, O Lord! but 
from thy being come into the depth of the ſea of anguiſh and deſola- 
tion, and a tempeſt having overwhe!med thee, finding no help, and 
thy humanity being unable any longer to bear ſo univerſal a deferrion? 
O Jeſus, thou love and lite of my ioul ! why cannot I comfort thee ? 
why cannot I ſhare with thee in the pain tihu encureſt ? But thou 
wilt accompliſh what thou haft foreto!d by the prophet ih I 
have trodden the preſs alone, and there is het à man with me, 
Kili. 3. 


II. What ſhall I render thee for all the bleſſings thou granteſt me, 

O my Divine Comforter ! How ſhall I correſpond to the love thou 
beareſt me? for it is neither by cliance, nor neceſlity, that thou art 
reduced to this prodigious deſertion; it 1s a pure effect of thy choice 
and love. If thou couldſt not have hindered it, the angels would 
have come to thy help, the ſtars 2 have fallen from 3 
2 ic 
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the elements would have been confounded, and all creatures would 
have joined to defend and deliver thee : but love which was become 
maſter of thy heart, and all thy actions ordained it otherwiſe; it 
has reduced thee to that exceſs of affliction, and made thee more 
ſenſible of my neceſſities than of thy own pains. Thou haſt re- 
ſerved for thyſelf alone that pain ſo little known, but fo terrible; 
and thou haſt been pleaſed to ſuffer it without being comforted, that 
we might be coraforted in ours: for thou doſt not abandon thy ſer- 
vants in time of tribulation, and thou art even never nearer them 
than when they think themſelves moſt forſaken. I adore that will, 
_ willing to help us; and I adore that love always ready to com- 
ort us. 


III. What would become of me, O my God! if thou didf 
deal otherwiſe with me? But what am I, and what art thou? 
ougliteſt thou to prefer my neceſſities to thy own repoſe ? is it juſt 
that the Son of the living God ſhould endure fo dreadful a torment 
for the conſolation of a ſlave? Thou knoweſt, O divine Jeſus! 
thy own greatneſs, and my meanneſs ; but that infinite inequality 
which is betwixt thee and me, does not hinder thee from ſacrificing 
thyſelf for me, not that thou ſeeſt any thing in me which deſerves 
it; but becauſe thou findeſt in thy love the reaſons for doing me 


good. 


Thou waſt pleaſed to teach me thereby, O maſter of Eternal 
Truth! that I may hope for all things from thee, how unworthy 
ſoever I am of receiving any favour from thee. Am not I therefore 
very miſerable, not to love thee with all my ſtrength, and not to 
renounce all human conſolation for love of thee ? Thou art always 
liberal, O my God! always magnificent, always infinite. Thy 
greatneſs appears in all things, in loving, in pardoning, in expecting, 
in ſupporting my miſeries and ingratitudes, and in ſuffering for me 
without help or conſolation, that I might owe all my help and con: 
ſolation to thee. How much were I to be lamented, if my falva- al 
tion and happineſs depended on any other but thee; for where ſhould 
I find, O my Saviour: a will like thine? -. 


IV. Thou acceptedſt with ſubmiſſion and love the dereliction to 
which thy Father reduced thee ; thou ſupportedit thy ſacred huma- 
nity in that ſevere combat; but thou ſuſpendedſt all the fweetneis 
thou couldſt have communicated to it, that it might ſuffer without 
any conſolation. Thou waſt not pleaſed that an angel ſhould come 
from Heaven to comfort thee ; thou broughteſt thy holy Mother 
to the foot of the Croſs, that her pain might redouble thine ; per- 
mittedit the flight of thy apoſtles, that they might neither aſlift 

AY 
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nor defend thee ; concealedſt thy infinite power, that thy enemies 
ſeeing nothing but weakneſs in thee, might oppreſs thee with im- 
punity ; waſt pleaſed to be nailed to the Croſs, as a thief, impoſtor, 
ſeducer, and a diſturber of the public peace, and as the wich ede 
of all men, naked, covered with wounds, ſuffering in every part 
of thy body, deprived at mid-day of the light of the ſun, forſaken 
by every one, and even by thy Father. 


It is true all thoſe pains are through thy own choice; but they 
are no leſs painful, ſince they oblige thee to have recourſe to thy 
Father, with ſuch affecting words, and ſuch deep ſighs. O Jeſus! 
thou God of my heart, joy of my foul, conſolation of the afflicted, 
and refuge of the forſaken, when I behold thee ſo deſolate, I can- 
not expreſs myſelf; but I wiſh I could melt with love in thy pre- 
lence, or at leaſt open to thee the bottom of my heart, that thou 
mighteſt ſee whether there be any thing in it that can comfort thee. 
Since every thing fails thee, O my God ! in this extremity, let not 
my love at leaſt, cool as it is, fail thee ; kindle it, O Lord! that it 
make me feel what thou ſuſfereſt, and faſten me to the Croſs with 
thee, 


V. I deſire with all my heart never to depart from thy Croſs, 
O my Saviour ! and to depart always from myſelf; becauſe I am 
ſenſible of the neceſſity I am under of keeping near thee, and know 
that thy dereliction is a continual example and reproach to me. Is 
it poſſible I ſhould preſume to complain when I am deprived of 
heavenly conſolations, after having ſeen thee in ſuch great deſola- 
tion? But, alas! I am fo miſerable, that when thou withdraweſt 
thy ſweetneſs, I immediately think myſelf forgotten, rejected, and 
toriaken by thee, O my God! and inſtead of ſecking thee then 
with more care, I go a begging for vain conſolations amonglt 
creatures. I fly from thy Croſs, am diffident of thy goodneſs, 
though I fee thee have recourſe to thy Father, remain on the Croſs, 
and tuffer mortal pains upon it; till thou haſt accompliſhed by thy 
death all the diſpoſitions of the Eternal Counſel. 


When thou comforteſt me, Jam mighty in promiſes, offer my- 
e to ſuffer for thy ſervice, reſign mylelt entirely to thy will, and 
ven beg tor the Crols out of a defire of being like thee ; but if 
ou hideſt thy counterance from me, it thou givelt me not what 
had begged of thee in my abundance, I fall into dejection, think 
{ have loſt thy favour, and exhauſted thy mercies. Ought I not 
a: leaſt to remember, O Saviour of my foul ! that in the extreme 
deflation, in which thou art, thou haſt not ceaſed to be the Son of 


Cod, and haſt lojt nothing of thoſe immente wcaſures of —_ 
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that were contained in thee, How miſerable, weak, ſtupid, incon- 
ſtant, blind, and ungrateful am I' how imperfect and intereſted 
is my love! purify it, O Lord! by the perfection of thine. 


When I examine my heart, by mans of thy light, I find it fullied, 
impure, and corrupt; and when 1 flaiter niy ſelf with ſeeking nothing 
but thee alone, I always ſeck myſeit. It is not neceſſary, for de- 
feating me, that thou ſhou!dit uſe thy power, O my God! For, if 
at the time when I think myſelf confirmed | in thy ſervice, thou 
depriveſt me only of the ſupport of thy ſenſible fweetnels, the leaſt 
contradiction, the leaſt temptation, dejects me, and throws me into 
difidence. I acknowledge therefore before thee, O my Saviour! 
that I am notlirg ; and that I can do nothing; but thy divine power 
can fortify my weaknels, 


VI. How am I confounded, O Infinite Mercy! when I think 
on another much greater miſery, wherein J have lived fo long! 
How many years have I ſpent without loving and Ce.iring thee, 
without ſuffering for thee, and without jo much as compre hending 
what interior aMiction 15? Occnpied and drunk with the ſalſe plea- 
ſures of the world, which ſeparate me from thee, J was neither 
ſenſible of the misfortune of loſing thee, nor of the happineſs of 
poſſeſiing thee. Why did J thus forget thee, O my Jeſus! How 
could I fly from thee, O Beauty aways a Jent, and always new! 
Ah! it is becauſe I have foriaken 8 chat thuu art thus forſaken 
by thy Father. Thou expiatet the forgetfulneſs of God wherein 
I have lived, by the dereliction in which thou dieſt. 


I deſerved to have been deprived of thy grace and the help of crea- 
tures; they ought even to have armed them(c:ves againſt me, be- 
cauſe I have fortaken thee. But thou wouldſit not have them re- 
venge thee. Thou haſt mare care ot me than of thyſelf; and 
thou art forſaken, that I may not be fo. Pardon me, O Lord! 
all the ſins, whereby I have brought ti ee into that condition where- 
in I behold thee. I return to thee, O Tauber of Mercies ! receive 
me, O God of at Conſeletion! ſupport me wich thy grace; and 
grant that 16 many pains and ſo much love may not be unprofitable 
to me. 


O 1 Jeſus: and at the ſame time the refuge of diſ- 
conlol:te ſouls: thy love teaches me that it is from thy being for- 
aken I ought d. receive all the ſtrength I have need of for bearing 
mine. I am perſuaded that the molt terrible dercliction J can fall 
into, would be that of having no ſhare in thine ; but as thuu haſt 
given me lite by thy death, and halt delivered me by thy 98 
rom 
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from thoſe which were due to me, ſo thou haſt merited by thy 
dereliction, that the heavenly Father ſhould not abandon me; 
and that he might never be nearer me by his mercy, than when I. 
am humbled moſt by deſolation. 


O Jeſus, thou light of my foul! illuminate my interior eyes, 
in the time of tribulation; and fince it is profitable for me to ſuffer 
it, have no regard to my fears, nor to my weakneſs. I conjure 
thee, O my God! by thy derelictions, not to keep me from af- 
fiction, but not to forſake me in affliction ; to teach me to ſeek thee 
therein, as my only comforter; to fupport my faith, fortify my 
hope, and purity my love therein; grant me grace to acknowledge 
thy hand therein, and not to defire any other conſolation therein 
than what comes from thee. Humble me then as much as thou 
pleaſeſt, and comfort me only that I may be able to ſuffer, and to 
perſevere until death in ſuffering. Since the graces I beg of thee 
are the fruit of thy derelictions, make the virtue thereof appear in 
my infirmity, and glority chyſelt in my miſery, O my Jetus! thou 
only refuge of my loul. 


O moſt Holy Mother of God! you who have ſeen and feilt the 
extreme deſolation of your well- beloved Son, aſliſt mc in the time 
of mine. And ye Saints of Heaven, who have patied through 
that trial, take compaſſion of thoſe that ſutfer it, and obtain tor me the 
grace of being faithful therein until death. Amen. 


XLIX. SUFFERING OF CHRIST. 
The Thirſt he endures. 


E N are commonly cured of their maladies, by being let 
V blood, by potions and medicines that are given them; 
but it a child that is yet at the breaſt becomes ſick, the remedies 
are taken by tie nurſe, even when ſhe is well, that the cud ray 
receive benefit thereby. Human nature weakened by origin (in, 
was incapable of bearing the remedy it ſtood in need of, totes ont 
Chriſt conſidered us, in rhe extreme weakneſs we were i, 
children, and was pleaſrd in ſome manner to become oat e 
So it is he expreſſes himſelf by a prophet : ani, fat he, 
the nurſe of Ephraim, carried them in iny arms,; aid tuy Re 147 15 
1 cured them, Oſee xi. 3. 
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By his affoction for ſinners, he keeps them near his heart, nov. 
riſhes them with the milk of his doctrine and grace, and gives his 
blood in order to {pare theirs: and whilſt he prevents them with the 
bicſſings of his fwe2tneſs, he drinks, for their cure, the bitter cup 
which his Father preſents to him. Alam cſiſobeyed God by taſting 
the forbidden fruit, and Chriſt, in order to repair that fault, was 
plcaſed to taſte gall and vir wa and became cbedient to death, even 
80 the death of the croſs. Phil. ii. 8. 


He drank not the vinegar mixed with gall, but both ſeparately: 
for before he was crucified, he took gall nuxed with wine and myrrh; 
his cruel executioners preſenting that liquor to him, inſtead of what 
was uſually given to patients, for ſtrengthening them. Our Saxiour 
drank it not, he tativtied hiimſelf with taſting it; but without com- 
plaining, or expreſſing any d:izait. He then accompliſhed the firſt 
part of David's prophecy : they gave gall for my meat; and the other 
on the croli, at the laſt hour of his lite, when att. r having loſt almoſt 
all his blood, be telt a burning chirl, which made the fame prophet 
add the following words: and in my thirft the gave me vinegar to drink, 
Pial. Ixviii. 22. 


Jeſus knew there would be none to give him a glaſs of water, 
and that they would only bring him vinegar ; but becauſe he was 
plcaſed to execute, even to the ſmalleſt circumſtances, every thing 
that his Father had ordained, he expreſied what he ſuffered, by 
ſaying: I ont. His blefled mother, and the few friends that had 
followed hiin unto Catoory, were exi:2mely grieved that they could 
not give him that ſmall relicf. Ihe executioners that could no 
longer tor ment him otherwiſe, applied to his mouth a tpunge full 
of vinegar, which thev had faſtened to the end of a reed: he re- 
fuſed it not, though he kneiv what pain it would give hin by con- 
tracting the ſtomach. 


It. Jeſus ſceing therefore that nothing more remained for him 
to accompliſh, either of what t! © prophets had foreto'd concerning 
him, or of what his heart # PREY) laid: all is conſummated, Even 
as a traveller, who after having walked a long time in the heat of 
ſummer, finds a fountain, drinks — R and expreſſes by a great 
fo! hoy much he 1s refreſhed; ſo our Sav tour, as if he had for- 
gc all his paſt labours, and content with ſeeing them ſo happily 
Huſhcd, lays, with a deep ſigh: all is conſununaled, 


If any ove bad then aſked him, what therefore was the work, 
the accomphſhment of which ſeemed to give lum joy, and what 
profit he Taped thereby; he could not have anſwered that his 10y 
proceeuey tom his having received vinegar to drink in his thirſt, 
ſince 


ld — — — —— — * . 


XX. Suffering of Chriſt 265 
ſince that had only ſerved to augment his pains; nor from ſeeing 
hinuelf at the end of his torments, ſince he ſtill had death and his 
lalt agony to ſuffer. Whence therefore ſprings that motion of joy, 
which makes him ſay, as aſter a complete victory, all is conſummated? 
Without doubt it ſprings from his having abandoned his humanity to 
the power of love; love had no more to require of it, after fo 
abundant a ſatis faction, the fruits of which he was going to reap. 
It is as it Chriſt had ſaid: I have ſatisfied for the ſins of the whole 
worid, reconciled men to God, and acquired them the graces of 
ſalvation and ſanctity; ſo all is conſummated. | 


It is perhaps alſo for this reaſon the apoſtle St. John concludes, 
by thoſe laſt words, which our Saviour pronounced on the crols, 
the hiſtory of his paſſion and life: in order to make us underſtand 
that the Son of God died content; and that after having quenched his 
burning thirſt of our ſalvation, all his deſires were accompliſhed. 


III. It muſt however be owned that Chriſt's thirſt is not entire 
fatistied : for aſter having prepared our remedy, he deſires alſo that 
we ſhould uſe it, If it be natural for all men to wiſh earneſtly to ſee 
the fruit of their labours, how much more will it be fo to our Saviour, 
who undertook and conſuramated ſo much labour and perfection? 
The view of our ſalvation gave him infinicely more relief in his tor- 
ments, than the driak he deſired could have done; and that bitter po- 
tion which they gave him, which could not quench his natural thirſt, 
ſerved to the acc iſhment of our cure. But becauſe the interior 
thirſt of Chriſt couid not be fully quenched, but by the free application 
which we Hurſclves make of the remedy he has prepared for us, 
he died in ine heat of thirſt, that is, in an ardent deſire of ſeeing 
all men reap profit, for their ſalvation, from his paſſion and death. 
Therefore thoſe that refuſe a remedy fo precious and fo efficacious, 
and oblige, by their ſins, that charitable phyſician to become a ter- 
r1ble judge to them, preſent ſumething to him more bitter than gall 
and vinegar. | 


This makes him complain by the prophet [atiah, v. 2. becauſe 
a vineyard was made, and he hedged it, and planted it, and built a 
lieder in the midſt thereof, and jet up a preſs therein ; and looked that it 
Should yield grapes, and it yielded toild grapes. Thele words ought 
ought alſo to make us comprehend how much more pain the thirſt 
he had for the ſalvation of ſo many ſinners, whoſe ruin he foreſaw, 
not withſtanding all the helps he procured them, gave him, than the 
corporeal thirſt lie endured, | 


When in the ſilence of prayer we meditate on the ſtate our 


Saviour was then in, natural and chriſtian compaſſion makes us with 
to 


7 
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to have been preſent at his pum hmnent, in order to have offered 
him water, and to have kindered vinegar from being preſented to 
him ; but we ought to confider that we are more cruel than the 
Jews, if beholding him die in his hurning thirſt after our ſalvation, 
we refute him the ref cthinent he requires of us, that is, if we will 


not for ſake our fins which cauſed his death, follow the examples of 


his holy life, and love him with all our heart. 


But if we confider the time and other circumſtances, wherein 
our Saviour declares is thirit, we Fall find therein an achnu able 
leſſon of the purity of love wherewith God deſerves to he followed. 
For in that extreme deſolation, wi.ercin he had reafon, it ſeems, 
to expect ſome comfort from his Father, le not only deſires none, 
but by faying, I Ihinſt, he gives his executioners occaſion of mak- 
ing him ſuffer a new torment, 


IV. How weil do we here diſcover, what the different motions 
of nature and grace are in time of diverſity! Nature, becauſe 
it is weak, is dejected, contracted, and complains; but the will 
ſupported with divine grace, is elevated, dilated, and offers itſelf, 
if God orders it fo, to ſuſfer ſtill more. Though there are pre- 
ſented to ihe foul actions to be done which ſeems impoſũble to it, 
yet notwithſtanding it undertakes them with courage, being per- 
ſuaded that commonly that impoſſibilicy 1s alſo rather an effect of 
its ſear than of its weakneſs; and it experiences at laſt, that by 
the help of God, and the confidence it has in him, what ſeemed 
calculated to dect it, has ferved only to fortity it. 


The two cows that were yoked to the wain which carricd the 
ark of the God of acl, though they looked back, and expreſſed 
by their lowings, the pain they Felt in being ſeparated from their 
calves and paſtures; yet they went continually forward, by the 
motion which God gave them, without turning either to the right 
or left, till they arrived at the place where they were to be facri- 
hced. So the rePUgnance of nature does not hinder the fervant 
of God from advancing in the way of virtue, nor diminiſh the 
merit of his ſacritice: on the contrary he devores himſelf to all the 
labours of an auſtere life, without liſtening to fleſh and blood, and 
thus offers himſelf to God, as a living hoft, which is the greateſt 
proof that can be given of the deſire one has of pleaſing him; 
bat he that is diicouraged, and draws back in contradictions, 
clearly ſhews the {mull progrets he has made in virtue. 


Sod was pleaſed formerly to try in the deſert, by a journey of 
forty -years, the fidelity of a nation which he þ ad preferred to all 


others, and on which he had beltowed abundant favours ; but be- 
caule, 
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cauſe, whenever they were in want of any thing, they forſook their 


God, to ferve ſtrange gods, God inceſſantly complains of the 
obſtinacy and ing aride of his people. For the ſureſt mark of 
pure love, is in :utterii gs o p erve the deſire of iuffering; and to 


aſk, as Hur Savicur did, in the nud: of defolation, for gall and 


vincgar. 


We muſt not here forget the extreme oppoſition which is found 
between Chriit and tte world. Chriſt always oppoſed the world, 
ot whicu he defyifed the riches, rejected the picatures, and con- 
demmned the muxins; and in order to diſengage our hearts from 
them, and to carry them towards Heaven, he rendered the con- 
queſt of rtcayen caly to us, fo far as to promiſe it to us for a cup 
oi cod water, | 


V. He took likewiſe ſuch great care not to retain any thing of 
the world, that he died naked, ſtript, deprived of all help, and 
left at the foot of his croſs the poor cloaths which the world had 
furniſhed him with. On the other hand, the world which had re- 
ſolved to be revenged of our Saviour for his contempt, was not 
content till it ſaw that innocent lamb expire on the croſs; it re- 


fuled him in that laſt hour a cup of water which he deſired, and 


gave him gall and vinegar. But Chriſt received at his death that 


Jait coken of the hatred of che world, with great indifference, as 
hc had had averſion and contempt in his life-time for every thing 
the world loves. Thus he died an enemy to the world, as he had 
lived; o teach as that we cannot make peace with the world at 


any tire, without becoming an enemy to Chriſt. 


But that divine Saviour has alſo taught us by his example, that 
as he was devoured alt his life with che zeal of God's houſe, and 
died in the actual thirſt atrer our ſalvation ; fo thoſe that will be 
faved mitt proportion their hope according to the care and deſire 
they have of their own ſalvation. 


VI. It is natural that the end for which we act ſhould be the 
principle a:d rule of the whole action. The wood which a ſtatue 
is to be made of, is wrought in a different manner from that where- 
of a chair is to be made, and the work is poliſhed with ſo much 
the greater care, az the recompence expected for 1t is the more 
certain. Now if this conduct be regularly obterved in worldly 
affairs, becauſe it is conformable to right reaſon and our own in- 
tereſt, why is it not obſerved in the affairs of eternal falvation ? 
How can we deſire to be faved, and at the ſame time employ all 
our care, labour, and thoughts on every thing that mult be our 
ruin? This diſorder, proceeds no doubt, from men either not 
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defiring their ſalvation, or deſiring it fo weakly, that they do not 
regard it as the rule of their life, and the end of all their actions. 


Thofe therefore that deſire to be ſaved, ought not to hope ever 
to ſee that deſire accomplithed, as it becomes not in them the zule 
of their conduct. Chriſt has redeemed us, by referring to our 
falvation all the actions of his hte, and in the ſufferings of his 
death; and do we pretend to be ſaved m the general forgetfulnefs 
of our molt eſſential Quties ? what blindneſs! what ſtupid folly ! 


CRM IT SE MPLATI-O N 
On Ehrift in bis thirft of aur ſalvation. 


\HOTU fſuffereſt another thirſt, O my Saviour! than that 
which appears to the eyes of men; and that thirſt is not yet 
quenched; thou broughteſt it from heaven, was born, livedſt, 
diedſt, didſt rife again, and aſcendedſt into heaven with it: thou 
feeleſt it ſtill, and wilt to the conſummation of ages: for it is the 
thirſt after the ſatvation of men, which will not be fatisfied, till, 
aſter having heaped thy bleſſings upon them, thou ſeeſt them reign 


eternally with thee. O divine love! how doſt thou love to commus- 


nicate thyſelf? 


But what ſigniſies it to thee whether F be ſaved or loſt? Can I 


give thee any thing thou haſt not? What delight doſt thou find in 
remaining with the children of men, in poſſeſſing their fouls, and 
in transforming them into thee? Thou complaineſt of my coldnels, 
requireſt me to love thee, and annihilateſt thyſelf for gaining my 
love, fo far as to forget thy own majeſty. Thou deſireſt on one 
hand, that I ſhould look upon thee as a ſovereign, infinite, and 
incomprehenſible Being; and on the other, thou abaſeſt thyſelf fo 
far as to ſeck me, as it I were thy equal. Thou treateſt the foul 
that loves thee, with an ineffable familiarity ; thou complaineſt to it, 
and thou heareſt its complaints; thou tenderly embraceſt it, and 
permitteſt it to embrace thee likewile; thou entruſteſt ĩit with thy 
Ecrets, and wouldſt have it entruſt thee with its own. If it de- 
parts from thee, thou calleſt it back; if it walks in darkneſs, thou 
enlighteneſt it; if it be ſorrou ful, thou comorteſt it, and giveſt 
thyſelf to it with all the goods thou poſſeſſelſt. 


O divine 
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O divine love! thou requireſt nothing from thoſe that are thine, 
but their love. He that loves thee not, knows thee not; and he 
that loves thee needs not aſk thee for any thing elſe. Thou art a 
conſuming fire, O my God! thou ſcekeſt only to extend and com- 
municate thyſelf; and it being impoſſible to make us gods by 
nature, thou makeſt us fuch by thy benefits. The tongue cannot 
expreſs, the ear hear, nor the mind conceive, and nothing but love 
alone can experience, what thou haſt prepared for thoſe that love 
thee purely. Thy thirft, which is a thirſt of love, cannot be 
quenched but by our love; and it will never be fully ſatisfied, till 
we poſſeſs the ſame happinels whereby thou art happy. 


How many times, O my Saviour! have I offered thee gall and 
vinegar inſtead of the love I owed thee? But why do not I love 
thee? Why do not I love thee with all my heart? What do I find 
out of thee, comparable to thee? Thou haſt created my ſoul 
capable of poſſeſſing thee; and I ſeek out of thee ſuch things as 
may amuſe it, but cannot fatisfy it. As thou haſt given it, in 
creating it, a hunger and thirſt after the ſupreme good, it cannot 
be fatiated with the pofieſſion of periſhable goods: they do but 
provoke its hunger and thirſt; becauſe thou alone, O my God! 
canſt ſatisfy both. 


Wretched that I am! I experience it daily, and do not yet 
comprehend it. Thou retuſeir the gall and vinegar that were 
preſented to thee, and wouldſt likewiſe have refuſed any other 
liquor; becauſe thy thirſt cannot be quenched but by my ſalvation. 
Permit me to ſay it, O Lord! I experience tome ſuch thing; I 
taſte unprofitably of the refreſhments which creatures preſent to 
me, find nothing but bitterneſs therein, and my thirſt is not 
quenched, becauſe it cannot be quenched but by thee alone. 


Forget, O my God! the blindneſs wherein J have lived: I 
come to thee, deſire thee, and ſigh after thee; and acknowledge 
that J cannot find the cure and repoſe of my ſoul but in thee. I 
reſign to thee, O Lord! this foul which thou loveſt fo tenderly ; 
let not the piteous ſtate in which thou ſeeſt it hinder thee from 
receiving it. I will no longer love any thing but thee alone, and 
for ever renounce all other love. Grant, O Lord! that out of 
thee I may find nothing but diſguſt, bitterneſs, and affliction of 
ſpirit : that I may be in the happy neceſſity of deliring, loving, and 
reliſhing nothing but thee alone. 


II. Even as the hart thirſteth after ibe fountains of waters, ſo doth 
my ſoul, diſguſted of the world and itſelt, t, ter thee, O God! 
who 
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who alone canſt quench the thirſt wherewith it burns: When ſhall 
T rome and appear before the face of God? When ſhall J behold the 
beauty of thy countenance? I ſeek thee on every ſide, and till ] 
find thee, I maintain myſelf only with tears: they hove been my 
bread. day and night, ſince my interior began to ſigh iter thee, © 
thou life of my {oul! O my trcaſu en d Deatitude! in a deſart land, 


inacceſſible, and without water, ny ſcni ſeeks thee, with an earneft 


deſire of fecing thy ſtrength aud thy : I. Pſ. xii. Ixii. 


Delay not to grant me this happineſs, O divine Love! be not 
revenged for the gall and vinegar I preſented to thee in thy thirſt, 
by letting me luer long that thirſt which I have of pouilclſing thee, 
Puniſh me not for my paſt ingrati udes, by hiding thy coumenance 
from me, the fight o, which alone can render me happy. Iam 
unworthy thereot, I own; but if I do not deſerve thou ſhouldſt 
ſatisfy my deſires, fatis'y thy own, O Lord! inflame me with thy 
love, and transform me entirely into thee, 

But delay not, O thou only hope of my ſoul! for when I once 
poſſeſs thee, and when thou halt purified my heart, I ſhall be 
wholly thine, and thou ſhalt be wholly mine. Then ſhall I no 
longer have aught but diſguſt for every thing that is not my God; 
and ſhall without difficulty part with every thing elſe, out of the 
Joy I ſhall feel in being thine, Then my ſoul ſhall be enlarged, 
T ſhall have every thing, and ſhall be able to do every thing ; 
every thing ſhall conduct me, and every thing ſhall unice me to 
thee. 


Thou knoweſt I cannot give thee my whole heart, nor quench 
the thirſt thou burneſt with, if thou thyſelf doſt not give me that 
living water, which alone can quench thy thirſt, Thou halt pro- 
miſed it, O Lord! to all thoſe that ſhall aſk thee for it with faith 
and love; but thou muſt give me that faith alſo and love, that [ 
may be indebted to thee for every thing. 


I love thee, O my God! I believe thou canſt give me all the 
oods I defire; my heart begs them of thee, and invokes thee 
with all its ſtrength, O fountain of living water ! make a river 
of thoſe waters which fly up to thee flow into this heart. Let all 
my deſires tend tow aids thee, and my love ſeek nothing bur. thee. 
When will the time come, wherein I ſhall only live for thee, O 
my true life! When ſhall I leave all things to poſſeſs thee, O 
treaſure of eternal goods! When ſhall I attain to the happineſs 
of ſeeing ther, O my ſovereign happineſs ! 


* 


O moſt 
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O moſt pure Mother of God! I conjure you by the pain you 
felt, in ſeeing gall and vinegar preſented to your well-beloved Son, 
to obtain for me a thirſt after jultice, and thoſe living waters which 
alone are capable of quenching my thirſt. O faints of heaven! ye 
who ſwim in a river of peace, and ceaſe not to burn with love; ye 
have an ardent thirſt after the ſalvation of fouls lamenting in this 
baniſhment; procure us what ye deſire we might have, that we 
may with you eternally bleſs the Author of all our happineſs. 
Amen. Fae, 


CONTEC ((( 
On Chrift having gall and vinegar pręſented to Bim. 


HAT, O my Saviour! is there nothing but what thou 

wilt ſuffer for the cure of my evils | Thou arc thirſty, 
and they bring thee gail and vinegar. The only comfort thou 
ſeekeſt is to accomplith what was foretold of thee; that in thy 
thirſt they gave thee vinegar to drink, Pial. Ixviu. 22. Thy love 
brings to thy mind the remembrance of this prophecy; tis it 
that urges thee to declare it, in order co give occaſion to thy 
enemies of making thee ſuffer a new tormeat. That fire does not 
abate, O God of love; it is inſatiable; and it continually ſeeks 
freſh matter to conſume. 


O Jeſus, thou happineſs and glory of my ſoul! thou well 
knoweft why thou didſt ſo; thou kneweſt at that time how badly 
I ſhould correſpond to the ardour of thy love, how negligent I 
{hould be in thy ſervice, careleſs in pleating thee, contrary to thy 
will, diſguſted with thy maxims, rebellious to thy inclinations, 
inſenſible of thy benefits, faithleſs in my promiſes, and inconſtant 
in my reſolutions. Thou madeſt a lait effort for overcoming my 
obduracy; and yet always full of eſteem and love for mylelf, 
always intent on feeking my own conveniencies, always earneſt in 
ſatisfying my paſſions, and always tied to the fleſh and the world, 
I think on nothing but my own deſtruction, whilſt thou thinkeſt 
only on my falvation! 


Thou art wholly poſſeſt with the care of my falvation, and I 


- rather chuſe to follow the inclination which draws me towards the 
precipice, than allow myſelf to be conducted by thy love. O 
earthly 
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earthly man that I am! When wilt thou break, O my only deli- 
verer! the chains of my ielf-love? When wilt thou draw me by 
thoſe of thy love? May that happy moment come ſoon, O Jeſus, 
my repoſe, my liberty, and my life. 


II. But how can it be, O inexhauſtible ſource of all goodneſs! 
that thou findeſt noching in thy thirſt but a bitter drink, more 
capable of tearing thy bowels, than of refreſhing thee! Do the 
angels that miniſtered to thee in the deſert no longer know thee ? 
or it they know thee, why do they ſuffer vinegar to be given thee 
to drink? Wilt thou therefore be poor, fo ſar as to want a cup of 
water, in thy extreme need of it, thou who ait the maſter and 
lovereign Lord of the univerſe? Is it thus that the world treats 
thee? It is indebted to thee for all it has, and for all it is, and 
dares it refuſe thee what it refuſes not to the meaneſt animals! 


May all creatures praiſe thee, O my God! May all the works of 
thy love bleſs thee eternally ! Behold the world which takes revenge 
of thee; thou never didſt taſte its pleaſures; thou deſpiſedſt its 
honours and riches; haſt condemned what it approves, and approved 
what it condemns; and wouldſt never have any peace with it: and 
now when thou needeſt its help, it treats thee in the ſame manner, 
Before thou art nailed to the croſs, it gives thee myrrh with gall; 
and when thou art ready to expire, it preſents vinegar to thee. 
T hus, in dying, thou feeleſt the cruelty of the world, which thou 
haſt hated all thy lite. 


III. For it is true, O my Saviour! that thou haſt always been 
an enemy to the world, and haſt never had any commerce with 1t, 
either in thy birth, during thy life, or at thy death. I am there- 
fore very blind and miſerable, for having loved, ſerved, and pleaſed 
it, and for having conſecrated the beſt part of my lis to it. It 
has corrupted my mind and heart, depravel my judgment and 
taſte, and has made me eſteem bitter things tweet, and ſweet 
things bitter; it has given me a diſtaſte of virtue and ſpiritual 
things, ſo far as to make me ab:ndon thy converſation by the falſe 
plealures wherewith it has intoxicated me. O infinite mercy ! how 
many fins doſt thou behold in me to pardon ! I ought to blels thee 
continually, O my God! that the earth does not open and {wailow 
me up, that the devils do not come from hell to drag me thither, 
and that all creatures do not arm themſelves againſt me, to revenge 
thee of a faichleſs ſervant that has preferred falſhoods to truth, 
death to life, and a a world full of miſeries and thy mortal enemy, 
to thylelt, O thou ſalvation and happineſs of my foul! 


5 I clearly 
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clearly ſee, O Maſter of Eternal Truth! that by taſting that 
gall and vinegar without drinking it, thou condemneft my diſor- 
derly affections, and teacheſt me thereby, bow bitter what the 
world offers us ſeems to thoſe that have once taſted thy ſweetneſs. 
If thou art, O my Jeſus! as I cannot doubt of it, goodneſs and 
ſweetneſs itſelt, how can I find any thing agreeable where thou art 
not? Correct in me, O Lord! this bad taſte, and heal the evils 
that occaſion it, that for the future the world may ſeem as bitter 
to me as to thee, | | 


I conjure thee, O my God! by that mortal thirſt which thou 
endured(t ; by the gall, myrrh, and vinegar which they preſented 
to thee, to root out of my heart, the love and reliſh of the world. 
May this corrupt world be crucified to me, and may 1 be crucified 
to it. May there never be peace between it and me: may I regard 
it as the poiſon of my foul, and may it treat me as its declared 
enemy. 


Thou wilt take that bitter draught, that thoſe bowels of mercy, | 


which the whips and nails could not reach; may not be exempt 
from torment ; and that there may be nothing in thee but what 
ſuffers for me. Accompliſh then, O Lord! the work of thy love; 
work in me fo great a change, that I may no longer reliſh any 
thing but thee alone ; that I may efteem and love nothing but thee 
alone; and that out of thee, every thing may ſeem bitter and in- 
ſupportable to me: for thou art the true Repoſe, the perfect Sweets 
ey the Sovereign Good, and the Eternal happineſs of my 
oul. 


IV. Though I were ſo happy, O my Saviour! as to find no 
pleaſure but in thy love and ſervice, ought it to be aſtoniſhing ; after 
having ſeen thee, in the midſt of thy pains, take ſo bitter a portion; 
and fay afterwards, as if thou hadſt quenched thy thirſt, by ſome 
agreeable and refreſhing liquor, I am content: all is conſummated ; 
can now return to my Father; becauſe my thirſt of ſuffering for 
the: ſalvation of mankind, is ſatisfied at laſt? Were it not more 
reaſonable to be aſtoniſhed at the extreme inſenſibiſity of thee 
wherein I have lived, O my God ! and of every thing that regards 
thy ſervice? For, why do not I make my whole joy conſiſt in 
loving thee, and ſuffering for thee ; ſince thou placeit all thing 
in ſuffering for me? 


I adore that charitable heart, I bleſs thoſe Paternal Bowels, I 
give thee, 'O. Jeſus! infinite thanks for the pleaſure thou hadit in 
doing me good. May that moſt pure and generous love, which 
burns in my heart, melt the ice of mine; may it deſtroy my re- 
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miſſneſs, render me a perfect imitator of thy virtues, and inſpire 


me with a faithful, conſtant, and inviolable atiachment to thy will 
in all things, 


L. SUFFERING OF CHRIST. 
His Agony and Death. 


HRIST lived on earth thirty three years and three months, 
reckoning from his birth; and thirty four whole years, rec- 
koning from his conception; and he lived all that time in conti: val 
ſufferings. He ſpent the time of his infancy in a foreign land, far 
from his native country and relations, in order to avoid Hercd's per- 
ſecution. From his infancy to the age of thirty years, his moſt 
ordinary occupation was to pray to his Father for the alvation of 


ſinners, to obey 7c/eph and Mary, and to practiſe the mvit excellent 


virtues in obſcurity and retirement. He employed the three laſt 
years of his life, in preaching the Evangelic Faith, in working 
miracles, and in heaping benefits on men. 


Theſe three parts of our Saviour's life, hike great rivers, after 
having carried plenty and fertility every where, ended at laſt in his 
Paſſion, as in an immenſe ocean of all manner of bleſſings. His 
lite was ſhort, if we count the years thereof, ſince he died in the 
flower of his age; but we may ſay it was very long if we conſider 
every ching! ze did. He fully accompliſhed the work for which he 
came, ſatistied for all the fins of the world, reconciled men to God, 
left us admirable examples of all virtues, acquired us infinite merits, 
and obtained of his Father all he deſired. 


II. He never ſpared his body nor liſe, became like ſinners in all 
things, ſin excepted. For that purpoſe he concealed the glory of 
his Bleed Soul, and the Majeſty of his Divine Peron. He aben- 
doned himtelf to the fury of his enemies, and ſuffered all the tor— 
ments they inflicted on him. He ſacrificed for our remedy every 
thing he had received from our nature, that is, his fleſh, his blood, 
his ſtrength, all Eis actions, and all his thoughts. He had nothing 
remaining but tife ; but a life which in appearance ought not to 
have, ended, that we might have had him always living amongſt us, 
who had given us ſuch reiplendent marks of his infinite ove, 
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Tt is true i is decreed for men to die ence, Heb: ix. 27. but ought 
that decree to extend to him who is the true life; yet he choſ rather 
to fuſer death, than to ſet bounds to his love, and not to give for 
the ſalvation of men, the thing in the world which men moſt 


eſteem. 


He could not die by fickne$, becanſe he had a perfect com- 
plexion, and conſequently incapable of any diſorder of humours. 
Neither could he periſh by any unforeſeen accident: for as thoſe 
fort of accidents unforeſeen in regard of men are always toreleen 
by God, it might in that caſe have been faid that our Saviour had 
procured his own death; which could not agree with him who was 
the author of life, and who was to be for us, in all his actions, 
a perfect model of h moſt excellent virtues. It was neceſiary 
therefore that he ſhould expire in the midſt of torments, in order 
to teitify more love to us, to acquire us an immenle treature of 
merits, and abundantly to ſatisfy his Eternal Father, for the ſins 
of all men. 


III. Thus after having ſatisfied his love towards men, and fully 
accompliſhed the will of his Father, he delivered himſelf up 
to the power of death. He had already loft almoſt all his ſacred 
blood ; was weakened by the torments he had endured ; his breaſt 
was contracted ;* his breath became difficult, and as he did not he on 
a bed, but was ſuſpended in the air, upon nails, which tore his 
feet and hands, and not having a ſingle moment's reſt, his pains 
were much greater than all that men commonly ſuffer in their 
agony. For the violence of the pain leſſens in us by degrees at 
the approach of death, and we ceaſe to feel in proportion as we 
ceaſe ro know : but our Saviour had always a found judgment to 
the laſt breath, and did not ceale to ſuffer till he ceaſed to live. 


Then his head hung down; his eyes which had been the conſo- 
lation of all the afflicted, began to cloſe ; his. lips, from whence 
proceeded the words of Eternal life, turned cold and pale. But 
that he might ſhew the world he died, becauſe he was pleated fo to 
do; that he gave his life; and that they did not take it from bim 
againſt his will; in order to teach us to die well, after having taught 
us to live well, at the time when other men loſe their ſpeech, for- 
tized by his own power, he lifted up lis head, opened his ces, 
fixed them on heaven, and cried out with a loud vcice, ſay ing: 
Father, into thy hands I commend iny ſpirit. Afterwards he bowed 
down his head, as a mark of his pericct ſubnunion, and opened his 
mouth to give up his laſt breath, 


T4 | Thus 


—— ̃ — — — — rr —— 


276 L. Suffering of Chrif. 


Thus died the Author of life, the Redeemer of mankind, the 
Son of the living God, the Prince of peace, the Father of the world 
to come, our Comforter, our Friend, our Shepherd, our Model, 
and our only Hope. And thus he died, to teach us by his death 
to die holly, that is, to dic, in ſubmitting , ourſelves ſincerely to 
the Divine Will, and in meekly reſtoring, into the hands of our 
creator, the ſoul he gave us. 


IV. Some holy fathers diſcourſing one day together, upon the 
beſt manner of preparing for that laſt paſſage, each of them pro- 
_ that which the Holy Ghoſt ſhould ſug ggeit to him. One {aid 


e knew no better preparation for death than a ſincere cunttition. 


Another, that it was requiſite above all things to be aſſiſted with 


the ſacraments of the church. The third gave the preference to 
pure prayer and union with God. The fourth recommended no- 
thing ſo much as to implore the help of the ſaints. And the laſt 
affirmed, that in order to die well, he deſired nothing but an entire 
conformity to the Divine Will. It was with great reaſon he ſpoke 
thus: for that diſpoſition includes all others; it renders contrition 

rfect, prepares the ſoul for recetving the virtues of the ſacraments 
plentifully, elevates and unites the heart to God with greater purity, 
and gains us the help of the ſaints. 


But moreover, it humbles the mind of man, fortifies his faith, 
ſupports his hope, perfects his charity, makes him diffident of him- 
ſelf, and cauſes him to put all his confidence in God. Ir alſo di- 
miniſhes the terrors of death, by taking from us that ſervile fear 
which ariſes from ſelf-love, and occaſions us ſo much trouble in 


that laſt moment. For he that retigns himſelf entirely to God, 


deſires nothing more, and feeks nothing but the execution of the 
Divine Will. He renounces every thing that he has ever loved 
againſt God or beſides God: his only fear in that moſt dreadtul hour 
is, leſt there ſhould be any thing between God and him; becauſe 


he loves nothing but the Fupreme goodnets, He caſts himſelf 


into that unmenie ocean of mercy, and thinks on nothing but 
being caſt into the arins of Chritt, in whom alone he can find true 
lite, a 


Thus a loving reſignation of ourſelves into the hands of God, 
joined to a liv ely faith, and an humble confidence in our Saviour's 
merits, contains what is neceſſar) for dying holily: and this diſpo- 
ſition is wholly included in the words of Chriſt at his death: 
Father, inte thy hands I commend my ſpirit. For this word, father, 
is a word of love and tendernels ; I commend, is a word of con- 
ſidence and reſignation; my /pirit, that is, my ſoul, my life, and 

conſequently 
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conſequently every thing that I have moſt dear ; into thy hands 
into thoſe Divine Hands which faith teaches me are full of mercy* 
which can ſupply all my defects, and make me deſerve the bleflings 
they offer me. 


From whence we may alſo conclude, that thoſe who out of duty 
or charity, aſſiſt their neighbour at death, can do nothing better, 
than exhort him after an exact confeſtion of his fins, to forget him- 
ſelf, and neither to think on the puniſhments he has deſerved, nor 
the ſtate wherein he ſhall be found after death; but to reſign him- 
ſelf to God with all his heart, as to bealth or fickneſs, as to life or 
death, and as to time or eternity, without deſiring any thing elle ; 
but that the Dwine Majeſty may be glorified, atter ſuch a manner 
as he pleaſes in his creature. There is no better means of dying 
chriſtianly, and of ſecuring our etcrnal ialvation. 


V. V hen our Saviour had expired, the ſun recovered its priſtine 
luſtre, the heavens became ſere = and there happened many other 
things which clearly ſhewed that he who had died, was not an 
ordinary man. The. Ark of the Covenant and the Tables of the 
Law were kept in the temple of Jeruſalem. The place wherein 
they were put was covered with a veil, and no perſon entered 
therein but the high-prieſt, and even he did it but with a great 
many ceremonies. "The veil of the temple denoted, that what was 
contained in the law of Maſes, had been till then veiled, obſcure, 
myſterious, and was but the figure of the true Meftas, and of the 
new law. But in order to make us comprehend that the figures 
were accompliſhed, that the truth was diſcovered, and that the 
time was come, wherein Chriſt was to be adored by all nations; 
when he died on the Croſs, the veil of the temple was rent in two, 
from the top even to the bottom ; and what had been hidden for ſo 
many ages, was then expoſed to the eyes of the whole world. 
There ended the lac of fear, winch did but make / 2ves ; and then 
was confirmed the Ja of love, which was for the children. 


VI. The Centurion, who with a troop of ſoldiers guarded our 
Saviour, having heard the loud cry he tent forth at his death, and 
which appeared above human ſtrength, openly confeſſed the Divinity 
of Chritt, ſaying: he wwas indeed the Son of God, Matt. Xxxvil. 51, 564. 
Many even of thoſe that had loaded him with affronts and maledic- 
tions, ſeeing the earth quake, the fun darkened, and hearing our 
Saviour cry out with greater force, than if he had been in perfect 
health; returned knocking their breaſts, Luke xxiii. 43. touched 
with regret for their faut. They then called to mind his former 
miracles; praiſed his Doctrine; —— the cruelty and injuſtice of 
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thoſe that had put him to death; wiſhed for his preſence and conver. 
ſation, which had ſeemed ſo dees to them; acknowledged the inno- 
cence of that unſported Laml:; the virtue of his Blood began to 
ſoften their hearts; and they judged nim more holy than the Prieſts 
and Pharifees, who by a falſe cal of religion, had delivered him 
up unto death. | 


O ye imitators of the crucified Jeſus ! fapport with conftancy 
the honour of your Maſter ; and-fhew to the whole world, and to 
your perfecutors, that by carrying the Croſs, for his love, ye tri- 
umph with him over your own enemies and his. 


EDODNTEMPLATION 
O:1 Chrijt Aying. 


Good ! now 15 the hour, when, according to thy 

word, thou art to Jay down thy life for thy foeep. Thou hat 
allo ſaid, that en love than this na cue bath, that a men lay deus 
his life for his friends; but is it ncceſſary therefore that thou 
ſhouldſt die? Live, O thou true friend of my foul! thou haſt 
already given me too certain proofs of thy love; and I am very 
well pertuaded and convinced thereof, hm x. 15. Xv. 13. 


But how comes it that death preſumes to approach to thee, 
who art the fountain of life? How canit thou depart from this 
world, and Icave me in it? How can I remain without thee, O 
my only contolation ? 


If thou art reſolved to ſuffer the agony of death, and to main- 
tain that laſt combat, then deſcend from the Croſs, come into my 
arms, whe re thou ſhalt die more vwectly ; I ought allo to bid thee 
adieu, by embraci: ng tiec tor the laſt time; and thou oughteſt to 
give me thy bleſſt ing, before thou leaveit me. Then thou thalt 
either carry my heart with thee, or clie leave thy ſpirit with me. 
J will cloſe thy eycs, and will die for love of thee, after havi ing {een 
thee die for love of inc. 
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he pains thou endureſt in that ſtare, O my God! are exceſſive. 
Thy precious body become heavy by its own weakneſs, ſupports 
elf only upon the nails which faſten it to the croſs, The wounds 
of thy hands and feet are enlarged, and augment thy pains every 
moment. Why doſt thou not at leaft take a little repoſe ? Why 
doſt chou not take thy breath ſome time betore chou dieſt? Wilt 
thou then be tormented without intermiſſion, until thy laſt gaſp ? 
O .conſtant love! O invincible patience! O incredible perſe- 
Verance | 


II. What a noble example doſt thou give me, O my Saviour! 
follow it from henceforth, and remain cloſe to the foot of the 
crofs, there to bewail, in the bitterneſs of my foul, both for thy 
death and my fins which have been the cauſe of it. But I know 
not, O moſt holy Soul of Jeſus; whether I ought to defire thee 
to depart quickly out of thy body, or remain ſtill therein. If 
thu departeſt from it, thou takeſt away my life; and. if thou re- 
maineſt in it, thou cruelly tormenteſt that innocent Lamb. Tranſ- 
port into me all the pains which it ſuffers, and do afterwards what 
thou pleaſeſt. 


O charitable Father! who haſt adopted me by ſuch great la- 
bours, ſay for an adiea to my foul ſome word of life, the remem- 
brance of which it may never loſe. Give me thy blefling, ſince 
thou wilt depart from me. 


O Jeſus, thou love of my ſoul ! is it poſſible the light of my 
eyes ſhould not abandon me? How can I lee without dying, that 
boy become cold by the approach of death? Since thou haſt not 
the ſtrength to hold up thy head, but boweſt it down towards me, 
open thy eyes once more, and look upon me with mercy. Pene- 
trate my heart with the ſweet light which proceeds from thoſe dy- 
ing eyes, and fill it with thy love. For how can ] live, after hav- 
ing {cen thee die, if thou leavett me not in thy love, to comfort 
me for thy death ! 


III. O merciful Father! O amiable Spouſe of my ſoul! O faith- 
ful Companion of its pains! if J be without thee, I ſhall be with- 
out a father, without a friend, without a maſter, without @ ſpouſe, 


and without a comforter. Thou wilt then die, O my Saviour! and 


cannot oppoſe what thou willeſt; at leaſt abandon me not by dy- 
ing, ſince thou dieſt for me. But if thou dieſt for me, if it be 
the love thou beareſt this miſerable ſinner, which reduces thee to the 
mortal agony wherein I fee thee, canſt thou, O Lord! refuſe me, 
in this laſt moment, what I ſhall beg of thee? 


Thou 
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Thou haſt already made thy will; thou remitteſt thy ſoul into 
the hands of thy Father; leaveſt thy body in the grave; currieſt 
thy riches along wit)! thee ; and haſt nothing more to give but thy 
crois. Leave me that Croſs, O my Lord and my Father! let it be 
my portion, and a certain token of thy love. I receive it, em- 
brace it, will live upon it, and die taſtened thereto. 


Pardon me, O my God! all the fins J have committed. Aſter 
having done, ſuffered, and prayed fo much for me during thy life, 
wilt thou refuſe me at thy death the pardon I beg of thee? I con- 
eis iu tity preſence, O Lord! at the foot of thy croſs, and in the 
ght of thy moſt precious blood; that as an unnaturai child, I have 
fnaed againſt thee, O Father full of all goodnets! as a faithleſs ſer- 
vant, I have ferved thee il}, O thou beſt of all maſters! and as a 
neghgent and ungrateful friend, I have abandoned thee, O thou 
true friend of my iout ! 


Look upon me in this moment when thou art going to leave me, 
and hear the prayer I make thee. I rg thy crols of thee, O my 
Saviour! to comfort mc in thy abſence; thy love, to ſigh con- 
trnally after thee; and a fountain of tears, to weep night and day 
for the misfortune of having offended thee. Yes, O my God! 
ub, thy leve, and my tears, muſt be, for the ſhort time that 
remains for me to live, the common food of my ſoul. 


Ah, my Jeſus! I behold the paleneſs of death in thy face, thy 
eves are become dim, thy ſoul is on thy lips, thou expireſt. 


Here it is, O mv ſoul! tliat being wholly intent on the moment of 
the death of thy Saviour and ſpouſe, thou oughteſt to embrace him 
zenderly, to receive his laſt breath, to remain united to him, and ab- 
forhed im him. If words are wanting with thee, be not afflicted there- 
at; it is no longer time to ſpeak, keep ſilence, enter into a profound 
recallection, and content thyſeif with ſaying: O my Saviour! 
O my Jeſus! O my love: either let me die wich thee, or live in 
me tor ever. | 


IV. Depart then, O ſweet Jeſus: fince thou wilt: depart, my 
only hope! reit thy ſelf after ſo many labours, and finiſh the time 
of thy cxile. Depart, and give to the good thief what thou haſt 
promiſed him: receive his ſoul, as the firſt truus of the product of 
thy croſs, as the pledge of the ſalvation of mankind ; and let him 
take poſic lion of thy kingdom in che naine of all ſinners. | 
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Deſcend into hell, O Divine Comforter! break the gates of 
thoſe obſcure dens, enlighten the darkneſs thereof, ſhew thyſelf to 
thoſe holy fouls, who have ſighed after thee for o many ages, ſatissy 
their deſires, and render them happy by thy preſence. Return aſter- 
wards to thy Father that calls thee; deſtroy by thy death the 
fears of ours, let it become ſweet to us, fince it is thereby that we 
mult come to thee. | 


Depart, O King of glory! open that way till now ſhut up, 
unknown and inacceſſible to all men; but delay not thy retum, 
haſten thy reſurrection, ſhorten the time of the three days and three 
nights which thou art to remain in the heart of the earth. That baſte 
ſhall be a new proof of thy love, and ſhall not prejudice the 
truth of thy words. 


Confider the extreme ſorrow wherein thou leaveſt me by thy 
departure, the hope and defire I have of ſeeing thee glarious, 
impaſſible, immortal, wholly reſplendent with light and majeſty. 
Kite again therefore, O Lord! by returning to life, thou wilt re- 
ſtore it to my ſoul, it will revive with thee, in order to potiets 
thee and be poſſeſſed by thee, to be abſorbed and transformed. iam 
mee, O my Jeſus, my love, and my ſovereign happinels! 


CON TT ⁵(— 


On the Eternal Father, concerning theſe wwvords of our Saviour : 
Father, into thy hands I commend my Spirit. 


Eternal Father! father of mercies, and Ged of all. conſolation, 
Y acknowledge the voice of my Saviour, hearken to the laſt 
words of thy Son. He has pronounced them for me, and he 
pronounced them at his death, that I might: never loſe the re- 
membrance of them, that they might remain engraven in the bot- 
tom of my heart, that I might pronounce them at the hour of 
my death, and that thou mayeſt receive my ſpirit, as thou didſt 
receive his. 


* 
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Ho conformable are theſe words to thoſe he promiſed in his 
infancy : he ſaid then: Did you not know, that I muſt be employed 
about the things that are my Father's? Luke ii. 49. He was obedient 
unto death, had thy will continually before his eyes, and alſo re- 
ſigned himſelf to it at his death. That obedience is the ſource of 
my happinets : thole words are my riches, my light, my conlolation, 
and my cure; becaule by ſeeing my Saviour thus remit his ſpirit 
into thy hands, I diſcover that thoſe hands are full of grace. and 
mercy; that it is to them I ovght to have recourſe in all my neceſ- 
ſities, pains, and dangers; and that I ſhall -find in them every 
thing that is neceſſary for me. That divine maſter has told us, that 
where be is, there ſhall his ſervants be. Is it not for that reaſon he 
throws himſelf into thy hands, O Eternal Father! that we may 
throw qurielves therein aſter him, ſeck him there, and find him 


there? 


II. If thoſe powerful hands reſtrain me not, O my God! if 
_ ſuffer me to wander among creatures, what ſhall become of 

? I ſhall be miſerable, abandoned, a vagabond, and always 1 in 
— of loſing myſelf. But if they protect me, if they ſupport 
me, 1 ſhall fear nothing, and nothing ſhall be wanting to me. 
Hear then, O heavenly Father! the words of thy Son. Receive 
me by him, and with him, into thy divine hands. I know how 
unworthy I am thereof, but I allo know very well that he has ac- 
quired me by his obedience and death, what I cannot merit of 
myſelf, Thus I preſume after him, O my Father and Lord 
to commend my ſpirit, foul, body, tenſes, and powers into thy 
hands. I put 'my fins alſo into them, that thou mayeit pardon 
me them; my wounds, that thou mayeſt heal them; my blindneſs, 
that thou mayeſt enlighten it; and my tepidity, chat thou mayelt 


inflame it. 


I throw myſelf entirely into them, . ſuch as I am, and {uch as 
thou knowelt me, that is, weak, inconſtant, poor, naked, de- 
prived of all good, capable of all evil, and more miſcrable {till a 
thouſand times than I can imagine. I caſt into them my thoughts, 
views, deſigns, affections, contolations, and pains, all I am, all I 


hope for, all I fear, and all that can befal me. 


Receive me into thy hands, by thoſe of thy Son. May thoſe 
divine hands conduct me according to thy will; may they refer 
to thy glory ail that is in me; may I acknowledge thoſe hands 
in every thing 1 ſee, and in every thing I ſuffer; may I kiſs them, 

and adore them, even when they ſtrike me; may 1 retire therein, 


dwell therein, and repoſe therein. 
III. O Divine 
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III. O Divine Hands! that created Heaven and Earth for me, 
ard created me for you, permit me never to depart from your 
conduct. In you it is I ſhall find my Saviour's ſpirit, conſe- 
quently my repoſe, my happineſs, and my true life. But ſince it 
is by thoſe hands I fubiiit, O my God! and fince they have 
given” me my being, may J expect and receive alſo from 
them all my goods on earth, and may they crown me at laſt in 
heaven. 


O beautiful croſs, ennobled by the blood and death of my 
Saviour! more brilliant than the ſtars of heaven, and more 
precious than all earthly riches, thou art the end of his labours 
and baniſhment, the beginning of his glory, his field ef battle, 
the trophy of his victory, and the chariot of his triumph. But 
thou art alſo my portion, inheritance, and the ſucceſſion which 
the Lord has left me. He died in thy arms poor, naked, de- 
prived of all, and content with poſſeſſing thee alone. 


I reverence thee, O precious Croſs J embrace thee, and te- 
gard thee as my treaſure and only relief. Thou art the ſupport 
of my weakneſs, the terror of my enemies, and the foundation 
of my hopes. The heavens already acknowledge thee, the world 
reveres thee, hell fears thee, and the devil knows that he who 
has expired on thee, is the true Son of God. Thou art my 
crown, my glory, and my riches; and all the goods I poſſeſs and 
expect, come to me by thee. 


Thou art no longer what thou waſt formerly; thou haſt loft 
thy ancient rigour, art become a light burthen, an agreeable 
yoke, a ſource of glory, and the afylum, ſtrength, and repoſe 
of all thoſe that throw themſelves into thy arms. I reverence 
thec, O Tree of Life! I reverence thee, O Source, of Wiſdom ! 
I reverence thee, O Furnace of Love! Receire me into 
thy arms, ſupport me, and fanctify me. May he that died on 
thee for love of me, that has redeemed me by thee, alſo receive 
me by thee, | 


O moſt holv Mother of God! Queen of Angels, Star of the 
Sea, and Refuge of Sinners! you who with an extreme pain 
beheld him die to whom you gave life, and who expected with 
a firm faith, and certain hope, the moment of his reſurrection; 
obtain that 1 may be crucified with him; that he may receive me 
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into the number of his ſervants ; and that I may die, live, and ©; 
reign with him. O ye Saints of Heaven! who this day con- 
template on that divine, glorious, impaſſible, and immortal 

and who poſſeſs him with affurance never to loſe him, look down 
upon me, have compaſſion on this poor and exiled perfon, obtain 
me the grace of being crucified on earth with Chriſt, and of being 
crowned by him in heaven. Amen, 
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